
Vol. 12  No. 26
March 28, 2013

Alameda Sun 
is a publication of 

Stellar Media Group, Inc. 
3215J Encinal Ave. 
Alameda, CA 94501

News: (510) 263-1470
Ads: (510) 263-1471
Fax: (510) 263-1473

CONTENTSCONTENTS
HOMETOWN NEWS . . . . 2

LOCAL HAPPENINGS . . 4

SPORTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

EASTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

OPINION . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

PUZZLES . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

CLASSIFIED  . . . . . . . . 10

For breaking news and 
other content, visit

www.                              .com

HOMETOWN
Fire Wire 
page 2
Police Blotter 
page 3

All the doings of 
Island safety and 

law personnel

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Alameda Sun

JoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko

Locally Owned, Community Oriented

St. Joe’s got about as 
close as you can get. 

SPORTS
At the Buzzer Page 5

LOCAL HAPPENINGS
Landscapes Page 4

Library welcomes new 
exhibittion of photography.

PUZZLES
Thinking fun Page 7
Sharpen your pencils for that 
famed newspaper tradition.

HOMETOWN NEWS
Enter and Win        Page 9

Architectural Preservation 
Society presents contest. 

Date Rise Set
Today 07:01 19:28
March 29 06:59 19:29
March 30 06:58 19:30
March 31 06:56 19:30
April 1 06:55 19.31
April 2 06:53 19:32
April 3 06:52 19:33

IT’S WEED IT’S WEED 
APPRECIATION APPRECIATION 

DAY!DAY!

Bara Waters
Thirty-seven young scholars 

from the Alameda Community 
Learning Center (ACLC) entered 
projects in the Alameda County 
Science and Engineering Fair on 
March 8 and 9 at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton. 

Twenty-two of the projects 
earned at least fourth-place rec-
ognition, with six receiving seven 
different special awards and three 

winning first-place awards. The 
judges honored one ACLC entry as 
a grand-prize runner-up.

Ninth-grader Sophia Moore’s 
project “What is the Effect of 
Ammonium Acetate on Specific 
Phytoplankton in the Oakland 
Estuary?” earned a grand-prize run-
ner-up award as well as first place 
and best in category in high school 
biological sciences. As one of only 
two grand-prize runners-up, Moore 

will receive a fully funded trip to 
the California State Science Fair in 
Los Angeles, California’s most elite 
science competition for middle  
and high school student projects.  

Ninth-grader Joshua Morgan’s 
project “Gone with the Wind” 
earned first place in the high-
school engineering category. He 
also won a special award from the 
American Meteorological Society. 

ACLC Comes Home Big Winner at 
County Science and Engineering Fair

 WINNER: Page12

Courtesy photo

Alameda Community Learning Center’s budding scientists and engineers placed well 
at the March 8 and 9 Alameda County Science and Engineering Fair. 

Ivan Lee

A firefighter sprays water on a fire at 1203 Park St. Reports of the fire came into 
the Alameda Fire Department at 2:37 a.m., Tuesday. When they arrived firefighters 
attacked the blaze that was burning on the building’s second and third floors. It took 
two hours to knock the fire down. See story below about other fires.

Fires Keep AFD, APD Busy
Dennis Evanosky

An early morning fire on Park 
Street, an arson fire at the Oakland 
Raiders’ headquarters on Harbor 
Bay Parkway, a tug boat fire in the 
Oakland Estuary and a house fire 
on Eighth Street have kept Alameda 
firefighters and police officers busy.

Both the Alameda Fire 
Department (AFD) and the Alameda 
Police Department (APD) respond-
ed to the report of an early-morning 
vehicle fire at the Oakland Raiders’ 
facility, 1220 Harbor Bay Parkway. 
The fire was reported at 4:06 a.m. 
Tuesday, March 19. Firefighters 

arrived two minutes later to find 
a BMW fully involved in flames. 
The car was up on blocks with its 
wheels missing. Firefighters quickly 
extinguished the fire. There was no 
damage to the surrounding build-
ings. Damage to the vehicle was 
estimated at $15,000. APD is inves-
tigating the incident and asks that 
anyone with information contact 
Sergeant Jeff Emmitt in the property 
crimes unit at 337-8392. 

A mechanical malfunction may 
have sparked a fire aboard the tug 
boat Z-Five on Wednesday, March 
20. The fire brought AFD, the United 

States Coast Guard and the California 
Department of Fish & Game to the 
scene. AFD dispatched firefighters to 
the waters off  the 2200 block of 
Mariner Square Drive at 10:14 a.m. 
They were able to confine the fire to 
the tug boat’s engine room. 

The fire injured three crewmem-
bers. Firefighters treated the vic-
tims at the scene. The victims then 
drove themselves to the hospital 
for treatment for smoke inhalation. 
The fire is not considered suspi-
cious. An estimate of damages was 
not available.
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Sun Staff Reports
Suspects attempting to rob 

a woman last Saturday in San 
Leandro shot and killed her son-in-
law, San Leandro police said. The 
33-year-old victim, an Asian male, 
lived in Alameda. The murder was 
San Leandro’s first in 2013. 

A 911 call brought San Leandro 
police to the 15500 block of Harbor 
Way about 9:20 p.m., according to 
San Leandro Police Department 
(SLPD) spokesman Lt. Jeff Tudor. 
When officers arrived they found 
the man on the sidewalk suffering 
from a gunshot wound to the chest. 
Paramedics transported the victim 

to the hospital, where he died. 
Tudor said that two suspects 

approached the woman while she 
was unloading her car.  

When her son-in-law came out 
of the house, one of the suspects 
shot him, Tudor said. The sus-
pects fled the area in a dark-col-
ored sedan.

Police did not release the name 
of the victim. Tudor said that SLPD 
is looking for the suspects but have 
made no arrests. 

“We are asking anyone with 
information call SLPD,” Tudor said. 
“They can call 577-3230 or leave an 
anonymous tip at 577-3278.” 

Alamedan Killed in San Leandro

News in BriefNews in Brief
Meetings discuss

Historic Alameda High
The Alameda Unified School 

district (AUSD) board of education 
held a special meeting March 14 to 
review the process and content for 
four community meetings to be held 
this spring for input on the future of 
the seismically unsafe buildings at 
the Historic Alameda High School. 

The board has invited Jeff Cam-
bra and Alice Lai-Bitker  to facilitate 
four meetings in April and May. 
These include an education meet-
ing at 6 p.m., Thursday, April 11; 
two options meetings; the first at 
6 p.m., Monday, April 15, and the 
second at 1 p.m., Saturday, April 20 
and a consensus meeting at 6 p.m., 
Monday, May 2. A final report to will 
be presented at the May 28 board of 
education meeting. This report will 
include a complete list of options 
for the use of the Historic Alameda 
High School site. 

Beach closure next week
The East Bay Regional Park Dis-

trict will close Crown Beach from 
Park Street to Westline Drive from 

Tuesday, April 2, to Friday, April 5. 
The closure is necessary so work 
crews can move accumulated sand 
and spread it along the beach. This 
marks  the second and final phase 
of the district’s annual sand-mov-
ing project; the first phase ran from 
March 18 to 22. The district asks 
that the public stay off the beach 
while scrapers and bulldozers are 
working. The beach at Crab Cove is 
not affected and will remain open.

Coffee klatch with 
Councilman

Councilman Tony Daysog will 
continue his informal listening tour 
this evening from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 
the Blue Danube Coffee House, 1333 
Park St. He would like to speak to 
his constituents about the city’s up-
coming two-year budget. 

 “If you can’t make it this eve-
ning, call me at 864-7593 or email 
me at daysog@alamedaca.gov to 
share your views,” Daysog said.  “I 
will also be available at the Alameda 
Farmers’ Market at Haight Avenue 
and Webster Street this Saturday 
from 9:30 to 11 a.m.”

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

Alameda’s Board of Education is 
setting aside $5.8 million to cover 
refunds the district may have to 
pay on its Measure H parcel tax.

The board voted 5-0 on Tuesday 
to repurpose an existing reserve 
fund it created in 2008 as state 
funding lurched over a cliff to cover 
the potential refunds. If needed, 
the money could cover close to 80 
percent of what the district would 
have to pay out.

“Right now it seems to me that 
80 percent seems like a prudent 
number. And right now we have it 
to set aside, so it’s not as painful,” 
Trustee Mike McMahon said.

A state appeals court panel has 
twice ruled that state law didn’t 
give the district the authority to 
charge different tax rates on differ-
ent types of property, as it did under 
Measure H. The district could be on 
the hook for as much as $7.4 mil-
lion it collected from commercial 
property owners between 2008 and 
2011, though it is asking the state 
Supreme Court to review the case.

An official with the Alameda 
County Office of Education wrote 
to the district in January saying 
the district’s budget would have 
to show Alameda Unified has the 
funds to cover any refunds they 
may be required to pay. The offi-
cial district business and advisory 

services executive director Jeffrey 
B. Potter, said he expected the dis-
trict to use its existing reserves for 
repayment purposes.

The district is not facing a 
legal challenge over its current 
parcel tax, Measure A, though the 
West Contra Costa Unified School 
District is being sued over a similar-
ly structured tax. One of the same 
plaintiffs in the Measure H case, Ed 
Hirshberg, sued to try to invalidate 
the tax after votes approved it, 
though he lost that case and chose 
not to appeal.

Under the Measure H tax, the 
district charged about 30,000 resi-
dential property owners — includ-
ing homeowners and owners of 
apartment buildings — $120 per 
parcel, while nearly 800 commer-
cial and industrial parcels were 
assessed 15 cents per square foot 
with a cap of $9,500 (a handful of 
others with 2,000 square feet or 
less paid the $120 flat rate). All 
told, the district collected $13.6 
million, including about $7.5 million 
on commercial property.

The board voted 4-1 to ask the 
California Supreme Court to review 
the case, and the court has a mini-
mum of 60 days to decide whether 
to grant the request. If they chose 
not to hear the case, the Court of 
Appeal’s decision will stand. The 
appeals court has asked the trial 
court judge who handled that case 

to determine whether refunds are 
due.

Even if he prevails, the lead plain-
tiff in the case — George Borikas 
— won’t be entitled to a refund on 
taxes he paid on his properties. The 
district charged him the same $120 
per parcel rate that homeowners 
paid, an amount the appeals court 
said the district was entitled to 
charge. But some commercial prop-
erty owners could be in line for tens 
of thousands of dollars in refunds, 
tax data show.

Read more about this issue, 
including a list of the property own-
ers in line for refunds at http://wehh.
it/alamedasun.com.

School Board Girds for Refunds
“Right now we 
have it to set 
aside, so it’s not 
as painful.” 

— AUSD Trustee Mike McMahon

Former Resident, Priest 
Earns Release in Ireland 

Ekene Ikeme
A former Catholic priest and 

Alameda resident was released 
from prison in his native Ireland 
after pleading guilty to child-abuse 
charges last Friday, March 22. 

Patrick Joseph McCabe, 77, pled 
guilty to four counts of indecent 
assault to two boys in Ireland in 
the 1970s at Dublin Circuit Crimi-
nal Court in Ireland earlier this 
month. Judge Margaret Heneghan 
sentenced McCabe to 18 months in 
prison on Friday with his sentence 
backdated to when he first went 
into custody in Ireland in June 2011 
following his extradition from Alam-
eda. 

Judge Heneghan said both as-
saults carried a maximum pos-
sible sentence of two years and 
this was “not a case where con-
secutive sentences were appro-
priate.” Heneghan also cited Mc-
Cabe’s “guilty plea, his admission 
of guilt to gardai (Ireland’s police 
officers), his remorse, his age and 
medical condition” for reasons to 
release him.

James Moran, one of the two 
victims McCabe was charged with 
assaulting, was present at the sen-
tencing.  

“The fact that current sentenc-
ing guidelines for historical abuse, 
pre early ’80s, is such that the 
guilty party can only be given a 
two-year sentence because that 

was the maximum at the time of the 
offense, seems slightly antiquated,” 
wrote Moran in his blog 37yearwait.
blogspot.com. “The current maxi-
mum sentence for this crime is 10 
years.”

McCabe pled guilty to assault-
ing Moran, now 50, at a boarding 
school from January to April 1977, 
as well as a second victim, a male 
who has chosen to remain anony-
mous, at the parochial house of the 
Pro-Cathedral in Dublin from Janu-
ary to September 1979. Both men 
were 13 at the time of their assaults. 
Irish authorities originally accused 
McCabe of molesting six boys from 
1973 to 1981. 

McCabe served as a priest in 
the Dublin Archdiocese, a stint 
that lasted from 1961 to 1983 when 
he was transferred to St. Bernard’s 
Parish in Eureka after molestation 
allegations arose. McCabe later 
quit the priesthood in 1987 amid 
allegations that he molested four 
boys while serving at the Diocese 
of Santa Rosa in Humboldt County 
between 1985 and 1987. 

McCabe then moved to Alameda 
where he worked as an administra-
tor at Water’s Edge Lodge. He lived 
on Walnut Street. Interpol discov-
ered McCabe was living in Alameda 
in 2007 and extradited him back to 
Ireland in 2011.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

Solidarity
Dennis Evanosky

A rainbow flag joins Old Glory 
and the city’s flag at City Hall. The 
city ordered the rainbow flag — a 
symbol of gay rights — flown to 
remind Alamedans that the U.S. Su-
preme Court is hearing arguments 
in a 2009 lawsuit seeking to over-
turn both Proposition  8 — Califor-
nia’s voter-approved ban on same-
sex marriage — and the Defense 
of Marriage Act, which only recog-
nizes marriages between a man and 
a woman. Gay-rights activist Karry 
Kelley Cahill, who lives in Alameda, 
supplied the rainbow flag.
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