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IT’S TSUNAMI 
AWARENESS WEEK!

Hon. Adm. Banyan 
Azimuth, Ret.

Keep your eyes peeled for 
unusual and unfamiliar lights 
appearing in the night sky thanks 
to the Alameda Lighthouse 
Appreciation Society (ALAS).

In celebration of International 
Lighthouse Recognition Month, 
which begins Tuesday, April 1, 
several countries and renowned 
organizations will be honor-
ing these glowing architectur-
al marvels with events and cel-
ebrations around the globe. 

ALAS has collaborated with the 
North American Lighthouse 
Regents (NALR) in Fort Digby, 
Manitoba, as well as the Nordic 
and Icelandic Lighthouse Guild 
(NILG) in Reykjavik, Iceland and 
the El Faro la Luz de la Admiracion 
Surtido in Yelapa, Mexico to bring a 
variety of mini-masterpieces to the 
fair Island City.

Four scaled-down lighthouses 
(one for each point of the compass) 
ranging from four- to six-feet tall will 
be calling various obscure locations 
in Alameda home for the month of 

April. Powered by solar cells, resi-
dents may find their beacons radi-
ating light in the quiet and darkened 
far reaches of the Island — just how 
wayward sailors might have discov-
ered them in bygone eras. 

Within the delineated, picto-
graphic and hieroglyphic clues 
located on the five lighthous-
es are hidden secrets — puzzle 
pieces that together explain the 
ancient, mystic and entrusted 
wisdom of the Lighthouse Model 
Assemblers Organization (LMAO).

Lighthouse Mystery Strikes Alameda

MYSTERY: Page 3

Maurice Ramirez

ALAS head, Admiral Banyan Azimuth, (ret.), with one of the lighthouse replicas 
made by the Lighthouse Model Assemblers Organization (LMAO). 

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

The Planning Board took a first 
look Monday at a plan intended 
to blunt the traffic to and from 
Alameda Point. The Transportation 
Commission will offer its recom-
mendation on the draft transporta-
tion demand management plan on 
April 23, and the City Council could 
approve it on May 19.

“The main goal of this plan is 
getting people onto transit, and 
out of vehicles during peak hours,” 
Jennifer Ott, Alameda Point’s CEO 
said. The draft plan calls for a 
new agency to oversee the pro-
motion, creation and implementa-
tion of transit and other programs 
designed to get solo drivers out of 
their cars. The new agency would 
be staffed by newly hired workers 
and funded by 
a s s e s s m e n t s 
paid by Point res-
idents and busi-
nesses, along 
with parking fees 
and fines, grant 
money and other 
sources.

L o n g - t e r m 
solutions for 
reducing traffic 
that are spelled out by the plan will 
cost about $2.4 million a year to 
operate. This includes managing a 
host of city-run parking lots. Setting 
up that shared parking, along with 
parking meters and vehicles for 
enforcement officers, could top $27 
million over time, the plan says.

Alameda’s General Plan and 
additional planning documents for 
the Point require city leaders to find 
ways to reduce anticipated rush 
hour car trips generated by busi-
nesses by 30 percent. However, city 
leaders anticipate building 1,425 
new homes at the Point and creat-
ing as much as 5.5 million square 
feet of commercial space there.

Near-term services listed in 
the plan include shuttle service 
to BART’s 12th Street station, car 
share and emergency ride home 
programs. Marketing materials and 
a website to help promote the ser-
vices are also in the mix. Long-term 
plans include incentive programs 
designed to get people to try out 
different commute options, a pro-
gram to reduce car trips to schools 
and a bicycle commute program.

Residents — through their 
homeowners associations — and 
employers would be responsible 
for helping to reduce traffic, and the 
plan offers guidelines and ultimate-
ly, assistance drafting plans. The 
plan is set up to be flexible enough 

Traffic-Reduction Plan 
in Works for Point

Resident Helps 
Others Get Rid 
of Plastic Bags

Isabelle Sullivan
When Alameda resident Susan 

Freeman visits a local grocery store 
and notices a shopper reaching 
for a plastic bag, she offers them 
one of her homemade cotton pro-
duce bags. Freeman intends to help 
Alameda become a “city without 
plastic bags.”

“I make them and I give them 
away,” Freeman said. She carries 
the 13x10-inch bags in a larger shop-
ping bag in order to conveniently 
share them with fellow shoppers.

Freeman is well known at the 
Marketplace on Park Street, where 
she often shops for her supply of 
reusable bags. She hopes that these 
will lessen the prevalence of plastic 
bags in grocery stores. 

When she approaches shoppers, 
they usually ask the price of the 
bags. “The staff at the Marketplace 
always pop up and say, ‘She gives 
them away for free!’” Freeman said. 

Shoppers react to Freeman’s 
advances in a variety of ways. “I 
once had a woman run away from 
me,” she said. 

 However, people do not usually 
run at the sight of Freeman and 
her reusable bags. “Most people 
are very nice,” she said. Many are 
impressed by the time and energy 
Freeman dedicates to aiding the 
environment and supporting her 
community. 

Freeman hopes that one day in 
Alameda, every shopper will use 
one of her bags. She would like to 
give away as many as possible but 
emphasizes the ease of producing 
the bags at home and encourages 
shoppers to create their own. 

Freeman buys the best quali-
ty cotton for the cheapest price 
she can find. Three yards of fabric 
makes 16 bags, and Freeman gen-
erally spends 50 cents to produce 
each bag.

In order to construct the bags, 
Freeman cuts the cotton into 27 by 
11 inch pieces. She then folds and 
stitches the bottom and sides of the 
bag and later hems the top and rein-
forces the seams. The final product 
measures 13 by 10 inches.

Isabel Sullivan is an Alameda 
Sun intern. She can be reached at 
editor@alamedasun.com.

to meet employers’ specific needs 
and  offer additional traffic-reduc-
tion measures if initial efforts fail.

Controlling the amount of free 
parking available at the Point is a pri-
mary strategy for reducing parking. 
Plans call for public lots that drivers 
will have to pay to use. Even with 
the public lots, though, the Point will 
have just 70 percent of the parking a 
typical development contains.

Board member John Knox White, 
a longtime cycling and transit advo-
cate, expressed excitement about 
the plan and said he’s ready to 
move forward with it, while board 
member Lorre Zuppan asked where 
all the money to fund the services 
in the plan will come from. She also 
asked whether the Point’s transpor-
tation management agency might 
coordinate with Alameda Landing 

to share ser-
vices and save 
money.

Ott said that 
developers will 
likely be asked 
to help shoulder 
the cost of com-
mute services 
and that the city 
could consider 
contributing a 

small portion of the $11 million in 
annual lease at the Point. She said 
the city applied for a grant to pay 
for someone to lead the creation of 
the new agency. She acknowledged 
that funding the agency’s programs 
just as development is starting will 
be challenging.

Existing tenants won’t be 
required to pay assessments to the 
new agency. Ott said provisions 
to require those payments will be 
written into future leases.

The city will face long-term fund-
ing challenges. A city tax consultant 
determined that the top tax rate 
residents will be willing to pay is 
1.8 percent. Residents currently pay 
1.14 percent of the value of their 
homes in annual property taxes 
now. The highest commercial prop-
erty owners will bear is 1.6 percent.

Representatives from a pair 
of Point businesses said Monday 
they’d love to be able to get cus-
tomers out of their cars, though 
they said the draft plan doesn’t fully 
address their needs.

Ayn Kirkendall, assistant manag-
er of the tasting room at St. George 
Spirits, said that business and others 
in the Point’s “Booze Alley” draw hun-
dreds of visitors in a typical weekend. 
But bus and ferry service are so 
infrequent — and the bus service, 
AC Transit’s 31 line, has such a long 
travel time — that they’re not viable 
commute option for customers.

Kirkendall and Faction Brewing 
co-owner Claudia Davis noted that 

“We’ve got a lot 
of alcohol-related 
tourism.We’d like 
to be responsible 
and push transit.”

— Ayn Kirkendall, assistant 
manager, St. George Spirits

PLAN: Page 12

Cutting Edge 
at the Point
Engineers developing self-sailing 
drone technology in warehouse space

Courtesy photo

Members of Saildrone prepare their craft on Ballena 
Bay. They hope to deploy Saildrones off the California 
coast later this year to study marine life and collect data.

‘Kidnapping’ 
Turns Into 
Nightmare

Ekene Ikeme

Hornet Settles Up
The Hornet Foundation deliv-

ered a $215,385 check to the city of 
Alameda to pay its outstanding lease 
obligation. This demonstrated the 
foundation’s commitment to keeping 
the historic aircraft carrier museum 
here. Five years ago the city’s lease 
with the Hornet recognized the foun-
dation’s past due rent of $555,000 
and challenged them to pay half, 
in return, the city would write off 
the remaining balance. The payment 
delivered meets that challenge.

“We appreciate the city of 
Alameda’s commitment to working 
with us,” said Randall Ramian, CEO 
of the Hornet Foundation. “While 
the Hornet still faces challenges, 
this is a significant milestone for us 
and the city in building our longer 
term relationship, Alameda contin-
ues to be a great partner.” 

Hornet to Host Ceremony 
On Saturday, April 5, Commander 

James R. Ridgway, USN, will be 
relieved as Commanding Officer, 
Navy Operational Support Center 
(NOSC), Alameda by Commander 
Alvin C. Concepcion, USN. Upon 
relief of his duties, Ridgway will 
retire from the Navy with 23 years 
of service. The ceremony will be 
held onboard USS Hornet at 10 a.m. 

NOSC Alameda is the last 
remaining Navy command in the 
immediate San Francisco area and 
its commanding officer is the senior 
Navy officer in the area represent-
ing Navy Region Southwest. 

NOSC Alameda supports more 
than 650 Navy Reservists on a 
12-acre site on Clement Street.

To find out more about the USS 
Hornet Museum visit www.uss-
hornet.org.

Hornet 
News

The Alameda Police Department 
(APD) personnel went to the Santa 
Rita County Jail Sunday, March 23, 
to order the immediate release of 
a man who was falsely accused of 
attempting to kidnap a nine-year-
old Alameda girl.

Brian Rourock of Alameda, 
was arrested for suspicion of bat-
tery, kidnapping and annoying or 
molesting a child after he allegedly 
grabbed the victim around 4:30 p.m. 
Friday, March 21, on the 3200 block 
of Madison Street. 

The alleged victim told police 
Rourock, 53, grabbed her and told 
her to come with him, according 
to APD Lt. Wayland Gee. Police 
said the alleged victim managed to 
escape and ran to a friend’s house 
where she then notified police. 
When police arrived the alleged 
victim described Rourock as the 
suspect and police arrested him at 
his home.

However, the victim’s mother 
contacted APD two days later after 
she overheard her daughter making 
statements that caused her to ques-
tion her daughter’s story. 

Upon further investigation, APD 
learned that the juvenile fabricated 
the kidnapping incident, including 
self-inflicting minor wounds on her 
body to make it look like a struggle 
occurred. The juvenile also admit-
ted that she never had any contact 
with Rourock and only knew of him 
from her neighborhood. 

APD officials filed the neces-
sary paperwork and Rourock was 
released on Sunday after two days 
in jail. He has no pending charges 
from this incident. 

APD investigators will be con-
ducting further follow up regarding 
the false police report to determine 
an appropriate resolution.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

Dennis Evanosky
Mechanical engineers Richard 

Jenkins and Daryl Owens are crafting 
the future at Alameda Point. Their 
company Saildrone designs and 
builds drones — not those that fly 
above us, but those that can sustain 
themselves on the open sea and that 
are capable of carrying payloads as 
heavy as 220 pounds. The design of 
the company’s 19-foot-long, 7-foot-
wide vessels allows these drones to 
sail in shallow waters and through 
marine debris, enabling them to go 
where ships cannot. 

Saildrone is working on three 
cutting-edge technologies: tracking 
marine life; gathering marine infor-
mation at places once considered 
too remote; and studying the effects 
of oil slicks in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Later this year, Saildrone will 
team up with Barbara Blocks’ team 
at Stanford University to deploy a 
shark-tracking Saildrone off California. 
The company is part of an effort 
to develop new technology that will 
allow users to glimpse the processes 
that influence how open ocean eco-
systems work. They will equip the 
Saildrone with an acoustic receiver 
and a variety of scientific instruments 
to track sharks and study the water 
column wherever these instruments 
detect these creatures.

The company also plans to sail 
onto the cutting edge in another field. 

“We will be outfitting two Saildrones 
with comprehensive suites of scien-
tific instruments,” Jenkins said. “We 
will then run some very specific tri-
als to evaluate the technology. We 
hope to gather some key atmospher-
ic and subsurface measurements.”

The technology that the team at 
Saildrone is helping to develop could 
replace ships, weather buoys and 
drifters that are expensive to deploy 
and need regular maintenance.  

“If successful, Saildrone would 
revolutionize the cost of remote 
ocean measurements and could 
have a profound effect on the 
amount of data recovered and 
hence our understanding of climate 
change,” Owens said. 

The company is also looking 
beyond the California coast. They 
will be testing a Saildrone platform 
in the Gulf of Mexico this summer. 
Saildrone will assess new technology 
to detect and track surface films from 
oil slicks. Saildrone plans to deploy a 
drone around a natural seep area 
and in control areas without natural 
surface slicks. The company will use 
new technology to detect and track 
surface films, then report the slicks’ 
position and size back to base in real 
time via satellite link.

“This could open many applica-
tions in the oil and gas industry for 
the environmental monitoring of 
operations,” Jenkins said.


