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According to a letter obtained 
Monday by The Alamedan, the 
federal government plans to sue 
the state of California to reclaim 
ownership of MacKay Avenue, the 
street that Roseville home builder 
Tim Lewis Communities needs to 
rekindle its Neptune Pointe home 
building plans. Lewis is in the pro-
cess of purchasing federal property 
along McKay.  

“(C)ondemnation is the most ef-
ficient means by which to confirm 
that the easements underlying McK-
ay Avenue can be transferred with ti-
tle to the Alameda sale property and 
with the retained Alameda Federal 
Center land,” Andrew M. Goldfrank 
of the U.S. Department of Justice’s 
Environment and Natural Resources 
Division stated in a March 11 letter 
to California Attorney General Ka-
mala Harris’ office. Tim Lewis Com-
munities won the auction with an 
after-the-fact bid of $3.075 million, 
but hasn’t yet completed the pur-
chase of the property.

In his letter, Goldfrank stated that 
the federal government was required 
to sell the property at auction to 
recoup its costs for downsizing the 
federal agency that had occupied it. 
He also stated that this requirement 
trumped the state and East Bay Re-
gional Park District’s (EBRPD) desire 
to obtain the land. In addition to as-
sisting the developer in its efforts, 
reclaiming McKay Avenue would 
also benefit the federal government, 
which still operates a United States 
Department of Agriculture office on a 
smaller property there.

“Either purpose is indepen-
dently sufficient to sustain a federal 
condemnation,” Goldfrank stated. 

The letter also accuses the park 
district of precipitating the dispute 
by refusing to work with the de-
veloper to upgrade utilities under 
McKay Avenue that both the feder-
al government and the park district 
share: upgrades the letter states 
that the park district had previous-
ly agreed to help make.

A park district official could 
not immediately be reached for 
comment.

The letter was the latest salvo in 
an escalating conflict over the fed-
eral government’s decision to sell 
the land at auction instead of giving 
it to EBRPD, which had hoped to ob-
tain the 3.9-acre property to expand 
Crab Cove from across the street. 
The park district sued the city in 
2012 in an attempt to undo a city 
council decision to permit homes 
on the federal property. However, 
the city, the park district and Lewis 
had recently entered talks to settle 
the dispute. Meanwhile, Friends of 
Crown Beach are collecting signa-
tures for a ballot measure that, if 
the voters approve, would force the 
city to rezone the property in ques-
tion for parks.

City Attorney Janet Kern said 
the city couldn’t comment on 
the letter, citing the lawsuit. But 
Friends of Crab Cove’s Karin Lucas, 
who is helping lead the petition 
drive for the ballot measure, said 
both her group and the Sierra Club 
“strongly disagree” with the federal 
government’s plans.

State officials said they wouldn’t 
permit Lewis to use McKay Avenue 
to support the proposed develop-
ment. This put the developer’s plans 
on hold and prompted the federal 
government to suggest in August 
that they would seek a court’s per-
mission to take the road from the 
state. In a November letter to the 
U.S. Department of Justice, John P. 
Devine, a supervising deputy attor-
ney general at the California Attor-
ney General’s office, said the state 
was “extraordinarily troubled by 
(the federal government’s) intent to 
take public land for a private devel-
oper’s benefit” and suggested other 
means for resolving the dispute.

Read Goldfrank’s letter at http://
thealamedan.org/news/letter-feds-
will-ask-court-mckay-avenue-deed.

Feds to Sue for 
McKay Avenue

EHS Thespians Stage 
New Grand Musical

Jeffrey R Smith
The Encinal High Drama Depart-

ment is currently presenting the 
mega opus extravaganza: Hairspray.

Based on the 1988 John Waters 
film of the same name, this musical 
is ostensibly centered on 1960s-style 
dance music and “downtown” rhythm 
and blues; but don’t be fooled.

The music and dancing takes 
place on the “Corny Collins Show,” 
a diminutive version of “American 
Bandstand,” but with an audience 
of thousands, not the millions that 
Dick Clark enjoyed.

The curtain rises to reveal Tracy 
Turnblad, preparing to face another 
day of attempting to fit into the so-
cially regimented high school mi-
lieu.

Tracy is delightfully played by 
Cienna Johnson, who not only cap-
tures the core of her character, but 
she goes on to capture the entire 
stage, the audience, the refresh-
ment stand and the ticket booth.

Cienna’s first song is “Good 
Morning, Baltimore,” which she de-
livers with an exuberant buoyancy 
that could absolutely lift the Titanic; 
her voice traverses a tonal range 
extending from a preadolescence 
Annie innocence, to a Cyndi Lauper 
to coquettishness and on to the res-
onating quality of a young profes-
sionally trained vocalist.

By the end of the first song, Tra-
cy has presaged the upbeat spirit 
and socio-political idealism of the 
entire show.

Zach Bailey and Tsz Yau Wong 
play Tracy’s parents; they are en-
dearing particularly when they per-
form an over-the-top Pas de Deux; 
they earn a spontaneous applause 
from an enchanted and highly ap-
preciative audience.

Corny Collins, as played to the 
max by Lucas Bovoso, is as lubricious 
as the best game show host; his hair 
is pomaded into a hair helmet rival-
ling Dick Clark’s; his coif is hurricane 
proof and his character is positively 

unflappable even while the police are 
raiding his studio; Lucas is a closet 
liberal who knows how to hover over 
the fray and promote social justice 
while looking hip.

Anyone over the age of 50 is 
going to enjoy the dance scenes 
which include authentic snippets 
of the Twist, the Paw-Paw, the Dirty 
Dog, the Frug and the Jitter Bug; 
choreographer Amy Moorhead 
has clearly done her dance history 
homework dredging up a montage 
of dance-floor Americana.

There are no small parts in the-
ater and Hank Whittaker proves 
it taking the role of the pompous, 
bombastic Harriman F. Spritzer and 
expanding it into a hilarious parody 
of man who has invested his life 
and soul into a can of aerosol hair 
lacquer.

Ask anyone over the age of 50 
who once slow danced with one of 
those varnished bee-hive hairdos 
and he will remember the derma-
abrasion that the shellac delivered 
to his face and ears.

Nikki Delong is absolutely de-
lightful as Penny Pingleton; a girl 
who is helplessly trapped some-
where between adolescence, pro-
tracted adolescence and her domi-
neering mother, Prudy Pingleton.

Every movie or play has a few 
truly memorable lines, and Prudy, 
played to the hilarious hilt by Sar-
ah Russell gets to deliver nearly 
all of them, “Colored people in the 
house? I’ll never sell it now!” and 

Both Friends of 
Crown Beach and 
the Sierra Club 
“strongly dis-
agree” with the 
federal govern-
ment’s plans.

Dennis Evanosky

A century plant has breathed its last in front of the Todd Street entrance to the 
Bachelor Officers Quarters on Alameda Point. The school district hopes to breathe 
new life into this building.

The Deal: The Land 
Swaps in a Nutshell

Sewer Laterals 
to be Discussed 
Next Week

Sun Staff Reports
The city’s Community Devel-

opment and Public Works depart-
ments will join East Bay Municipal 
Utility District (EBMUD) to host a 
meeting to discuss potential chang-
es to the city’s private sewer lateral 
ordinance. 

This ordinance identifies a prop-
erty owner’s responsibilities for 
sewer lateral testing, repair, and re-
placement, especially at the point of 
a sale or transfer.

“Repairing and/or replacing 
leaky laterals are an important re-
quirement of the city’s obligations 
to the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and other regulatory 
agencies,” the city stated in the 
press release that announced the 
meeting. Members of the real estate 
community and the general public 
are invited to attend. 

The meeting is scheduled for 
next Thursday, March 27, from 10 
a.m. to noon in the City Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 2263 Santa 
Clara Ave.

Courtesy photo

Cienna Johnson as Tracy Turnblad and Nicolette 
DeLong-Silva as Penny Pingleton.
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LWV Presents 
AUSD Forum

Sun Staff Reports
The League of Women Voters 

of Alameda are sponsoring an eve-
ning with Alameda Unified School 
District (AUSD) Board President 
Margie Sherratt and Superintendent 
Kirsten Vital. The pair will discuss 
the achievements and challenges 
in Alameda’s public schools, from 
facilities and funding to curriculum 
and student achievement. 

Sherratt and Vital will also touch 
on the current facilities master plan, 
the potential 2014 facilities renova-
tion bond measure, the new Com-
mon Core standards and the state 
of California’s new school-financing 
system. A question-and-answer ses-
sion will follow their presentation. 
The presentation will take place 
from 7 to 9 p.m., next Thursday, 
March 27, at the Community Center 
of Harbor Bay Isle, 3195 Mecartney 
Road, next door to Temple Israel.

Dennis Evanosky
The “land-swap” package deal 

came before the Alameda City 
Council on Tuesday after the 
Alameda Sun went to press. The Sun 
offers this synopsis of the package 
that, as of this writing, pundits were 
predicting that the council would 
have already passed.  

In the deal, done largely behind 
closed doors: 

 The school district will receive 
$1.2 million from the Alameda Hous-
ing Authority and $750,000 from the 
city. The district will use all of this 
money (except $500,000 reserved to 
cover legal fees) to renovate the En-
cinal High School pool. The district 
will also receive title to a 20-acre 
parcel at Alameda Point. 

 The district will give up 17.05 
acres of tideland property along the 
Oakland Estuary and a 12-acre par-
cel at Alameda Point to the city, and 
the .83 acres that once housed Ev-
erett and Island High schools to the 
Alameda Housing Authority. 

The background
In 1991 city and school leaders 

inked an “Agreement between Al-
ameda Unified School District and 
the City of Alameda.” As part of this 
agreement the city received title to 
the property where students once 
attended Mastick School, the site 
of today’s Mastick Senior Center. In 
return the district received title to 
17.05 acres of tidelands property on 
and near the site of the now-closed 
Encinal Terminals and today’s Fort-
man Marina. 

The state of California owns and 
controls the tidelands. While the 
state permits enterprises on the 
tidelands, it restricts how money 
earned there can be spent. For ex-
ample, Fortman Marina pays a hand-
some sum to use the waters that are 
part of the tidelands. The city col-
lects the marina’s rent, but can only 
spend that money on improving the 
tidelands. The state does not permit 
the city to place any of that revenue 
into its General Fund or share pro-
ceeds with an entity like the Alam-
eda Unified School District. 

When Alameda Point was under 
development under the now-extinct 
redevelopment system, money was 
put aside to help the school district 
pay for housing for traditionally 
underpaid teachers. The district 
never tapped into this fund and it 
added up to a tidy sum. The school 
district is hoping to keep some $4.6 
million of this money out of Gov. 
Jerry Brown’s clutches. Because 
the money was put aside as part 
of redevelopment schemes and be-
cause Brown did away with such 
programs, he began looking for the 
“spare change” these programs gen-
erated. 

The city and school board fear 
that Brown’s bloodhounds are get-
ting closer, so they decided to pass 
the money on to the city’s housing 
authority. They hope that if they 
are spending the money on afford-
able housing Brown just might call 
off the dogs. The district is selling 
the housing authority the old Island 
High School site at Eagle Avenue 
and Everett Street for $1.2 million as 
a spot to build this housing. Accord-
ing to the school district a January 

appraisal valued this property at 
$1.19 million.  

The Eagle Avenue property has 
a history that stretches back to 
1853. Squatter Franklin Pancoast 
once grew British Queen strawber-
ries on the land where Everett and 
Island High schools once stood. 
Pancoast, his family and his 10 farm-
hands lived in and around the big 
white Italianate-style home that still 
stands on Everett Street. The 1860 
census shows Pancoast living in 
the house with his son and daugh-
ter. The household also consisted 
of a farmer and 10 laborers. Tor-
rential rains in 1861 washed away 
the strawberries and Pancoast with 
them. 

Thirty years later in 1891 Ever-
ett School sprung up on the site. 
The school lasted for 80 years, the 
school district demolished the old 
school in 1971, replaced the build-
ing with “portable classrooms” and 
moved Island High School onto the 
site. Island High moved to the West 
End in 2006, and the property has 
remained vacant — and a bone of 
contention between neighbors and 
the school district — ever since. 
Last April the school district uncer-
emoniously brought in the bulldoz-
ers and razed the old Island High 
School portables, leaving a fenced 
in patch of pavement behind. 

Neighbors in the “Wedge” — as 
the neighborhood is called — and 
an organization called “Local Ed-
ible Alameda Farms (LEAF) hope to 
see history repeat itself here with a 
community garden on the old site. 
They might have to settle for a 
patch of ground at the low-income 
housing that the housing authority 
plans to build there, if they get any 
garden at all. 

The final pieces of the puzzle 
are the properties that the school 
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