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Locally Owned, Community Oriented

Heavy lifting women lead 
Alameda’s team.
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SECOND FRIDAYS
Art Openings
On various pages find listings 

for new gallery shows.

Enthusiasts doing what they 
can to protect rare bird.
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IT’S EARMUFF DAY!

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
In the ESSENCE  Page E2

‘First Pitch’ 
Hosts Benefit 
at Theater 

Sun Staff Reports
The carefree summer days when 

you’d put on your team T-shirt and 
meet your pals in the park to play 
baseball are back. The Alameda T-
Shirt League invites the public to its 
“First Pitch Benefit Party” on Thurs-
day, March 20, at the Alameda The-
ater and Cineplex, 2311 Central Ave. 
VIP seating starts at 6 p.m.; doors 
open for general admission at 7 p.m.

A team of local notables — Kev-
in Kearney, Kevin Kennedy, Eric 
Cross, ‘Lil’ Arnerich, Kyle Conner, 
Adrienne Alexander, John Costello, 
Ken Robles, Cindi LaCroix and Bill 
Sonneman — joined forces to start 
the T-Shirt League. They worked 
with the Alameda Recreation & Park 
Department and the Friends of the 
Parks Foundation. In keeping with 
the tradition of the original T-Shirt 
League, the Alameda Elks Lodge 
#1015 has generously stepped for-
ward to sponsor the new league.

They have scheduled the first 
pitch for this summer. Boys and 

BENEFIT: Page 5
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In a late-breaking 
announcement, Vida Blue 
was added to the list 
of diginitaries who will 
appear at the First Pitch 
Benefit next Thursday.

Commission to Decide 
Fate of Isabelle’s Bench
Police claim Jackson Park site attracts bad behavior

Crown Beach Ballot 
Petition Gathers Steam

Armed Thief 
Strikes School 

Harbor 
Bay Plan 
on Hold

Land ‘Swap’ Ignores 
AUSD’s Ajacent Parcel

6.37 Acres
State Tidelands

AUSD

Area Depicted

Maps courtesy Google with illustration by Eric J. Kos

Since last week’s publication, Alameda Sun staff dis-
covered the 6.37 acres being discussed belong to one 
parcel under the Encinal Terminals pier and an ajacent 
parcel, also belonging to AUSD, contains a second 
10.65 acres currently occupied by a marina. The “Area 
Depicted” map due to a production error showed the 
wrong location in last week’s print edition.

10.65 Acres
State Tidelands

AUSD

Attempted robberies with pellet gun 
shock Alameda High School

Eric J. Kos

If neighbors don’t speak up to save it, the Public Works Department has offered to 
demolish this bench in Jackson Park “for free.”

Dennis Evanosky

Friends of Crown Beach volunteer Diane Coler-Dark 
collects a signature from Levon Haux.

Sun Staff Reports
At least four attempted armed 

robberies took place on the Alame-
da High School (AHS) campus Tues-
day afternoon, March 4, according 
to a letter that AHS principal Robert 
Ithurburn sent to parents.

In his letter Ithurburn told par-
ents that AHS senior Nijesh Lama 
approached at least four separate 
groups of students between 3 and 
3:20 p.m. that day. The alleged rob-
ber demanded that students turn 
over their cell phones to him. When 
asked why, Lama, 18, brandished 
what looked like a gun, but was a 
replica that fires pellets, according 
to APD officer Jill Ottaviano. 

None of the students complied 
with Lama’s demands. When the 
students refused to hand over 
their phones, Lama went to the 
next group without showing much 
force, according to reports. There 
were five victims in all. No one was 
injured. 

Some of victims went to the 
school’s office afterwards and re-
counted to school officials what 
had happened. 

“The students who came for-
ward to report this are to be com-
mended for doing the right thing,” 
Ithurburn stated.

Authorities took written state-
ments and notified APD’s current 
school resource officer assigned 
to AHS, Mike Gandara. Authorities 
then called APD and four officers 
responded. A search for Lama was 
conducted shortly after. The search 
ended at Lama’s house where offi-
cers took him into custody at 4:17 
p.m., according to police reports.  

Lama was taken to Santa Rita 
Jail in Dublin where he remains as 
of March 11 on $125,000 bail. Lama 
was charged with two counts of at-
tempted armed robbery, both clas-
sified as felonies. Lama’s hearing 
will take place today at 9:05 a.m. at 
the Wiley M. Manuel Courthouse. 

Developer Unveils Del 
Monte Waterfront Plan

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

At Monday evening’s Planning 
Board meeting, Roseville, Calif.  
homebuilder Tim Lewis Communi-
ties unveiled plans to build up to 414 
lofts, townhomes and flats and 25,000 
square feet of shops and restaurants 
in and around the old Del Monte 
warehouse at the corner of Buena 
Vista Avenue and Sherman Street.

City Planner Andrew Thomas 
told the Planning Board that he’s 
hoping to have development ap-
provals completed in four months, 
with final approvals to be consid-
ered by the City Council in June. 
The Planning Board did not take 
any action on the development pro-
posal at the meeting.

“We think we have the right de-
velopment team, and the economy 
is right now. Whether it’s thumbs 
up or thumbs down on this project, 
we’d like to know,” Thomas said.

Planning Board members ex-
pressed excitement about Tim Lewis 
Communities’ proposal to redevelop 
the 11.5-acre property, something 
the city has sought since 2001.

“This is incredible,” board mem-
ber Mike Henneberry said, adding 

that he’s glad the developer has put 
the historic nature of the building 
front and center in its plans.

Lewis wants to build 309 housing 
units and 10,000 square feet of re-
tail space in the 5.4-acre Del Monte 
warehouse space, company repre-
sentatives told the Planning Board.  
Additional homes and shops could 
be constructed on the site. Parking 
would be tucked under the housing 
and shops.

“We don’t want to surround the 
building with a sea of parking. We 
would rather carefully hide it in-
side,” said Paula Krugmeier, a prin-
cipal with BAR Architects in San 
Francisco.

Krugmeier said the development 
team would like to “carefully excise” 
interior sections of the building in 
order to provide the proper dimen-
sions, light and air for housing, leav-
ing open spaces in between. The 
team is also proposing to open a 
public paseo through the center of 
the 1,000-foot-long warehouse that 
would connect residents and visi-
tors to a waterfront that would be 
lined with trails, shops and restau-
rants.

The building’s original brick fa-
çade and windows would be main-
tained under the proposal, Krug-
meier said; its old railroad platform 
would be repurposed as private pa-
tios for residents.

Sun Staff Reports
The San Francisco chapter 

of the Sierra Club announced 
it has officially endorsed the 
“Initiative for Expansion of 
Open Space at Crab Cove,” 
ballot drive, now titled “Crab 
Cove Open Space Expansion 
Initiative,” according to a press 
release from the club.

“The people of Alameda 
voted for the East Bay Regional 
Park District to buy this prop-
erty when they approved 
Measure WW in 2008,” said 
Norman La Force, chair of the 
Sierra Club San Francisco Bay 
Chapter East Bay Public Lands 
Committee. “This land is impor-

tant for the operation of Crown 
Beach Park.”

The ballot drive intends to 
garner enough signatures to 
qualify Friends of Crown Beach’s 
initiative for the Nov. 14 ballot. 

The measure would seek to 
protect nearly four acres of 
Alameda beachfront from pri-
vate development and expand 
the open space at Crown 
Beach.

The Sierra Club is one of the 
oldest, largest and most influ-
ential grassroots environmen-
tal organizations in the United 
States. Theodore Roosevelt, 
John Muir and David R. Brower 
formed the club in 1892.

PLAN: Page 6

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

Harbor Bay Isle Associates 
(HBIA) president C. Timothy Hop-
pen has confirmed that HBIA has 
asked the city to pause its con-
troversial application to build 80 
luxury homes where the Harbor 
Bay Club now stands on Packet 
Landing Road. “We just said, ‘That’s 
enough,’” Hoppen said Monday. “We 
never intended to get into a fight 
with the community. That was never 
our goal.”

HBIA is asking the city to speed 
approvals on the proposal to build 
a new fitness club on North Loop 
Road, however.

In a letter to the city HBIA’s at-
torney, Daniel F. Reidy, said the 
withdrawal request was prompted 
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City gets more 
value for its land

Dennis Evanosky
Part Two in a Series

Research this past week into the 
Tidelands property at Encinal Ter-
minals revealed that the contract 
that sealed the “swap” 14 years ago 
involved not just the 6.34 acres that 
the Alameda Sun reported (AUSD, 
City’s New Land Swap Deal,” March 
6) but an adjacent 10.65-acre parcel. 
This means that the city is receiving 
17.05 acres for $750,000.

This brings the price per acre 
from $117,739 with 6.34 acres 
involved to $43,988, taking the 
entire 17.05 acres into account — 
less than one-tenth of the $500,000 
per acre that Tim Lewis Commu-
nities paid for the old Del Monte 
property next door. 

Boats have tied up on the 
school district’s property the last 
14 years. How much money has the 
district collected in fees from these 
boat owners? 

Dennis Evanosky
In the early part of the 20th 

century Isabelle and George Clark 
lived in an apartment at 1173 Park 
Ave., just three houses from the 
southern tip of oval-shaped Jack-
son Park. In 1920, sometime after 
George died, Isabel installed a 
bench at the park’s southern tip to 
remember him.

Isabelle’s bench provided both a 
respite for people visiting the park 
and watering trough for their hors-
es.  She and George loved animals. 
In case anyone questioned why 
Isabel built the bench, she included 

a sign that read “In memory of my 
dumb friends,” with “dumb friends” 
referring to no one human, but to 
the animals that she and George 
loved so much. The bench also had 
a trough for horses to drink from. 

Stories that the Doors’ lead sing-
er Jim Morrison had something to 
do with the bench do not ring true. 
Morrison didn’t live in Alameda 
until 1957, some 37 years after Isa-
belle installed the bench to honor 
her husband and remember their 
“dumb friends.” 

The bench survived intact for 
almost 100 years. On Nov. 21, 2013, 

a wind storm toppled a tree onto 
the bench. According to the city 
the tree “significantly damaged” Isa-
belle’s creation. 

Alameda Police Department Chief 
Paul Rolleri wants to see the bench 
disappear. He stated in the city’s re-
port to the Recreation Commission 
that the bench “provides natural con-
cealment for bad behaviors.”

“The sheer size and location (of 
the bench) creates the ability for 
people sitting on the bench to see 
approaching patrol cars coming from 
Encinal Avenue before the officers 
can see what is happening at the 
bench,” Rolleri stated in the report. 

City staff pegs the cost to repair 
the bench at “at least $12,000.” Ac-
cording to the staff report, Public 
Works has offered to demolish the 
concrete bench at no cost. If this 
were done, the report suggests “in-
stalling a standard-size concrete 
park bench with a plaque to memo-
rialize Isabelle Clark with her name 
and the inscription. Work would in-
clude “attractive groundcover and 
landscape.”

The fate of Isabelle’s bench 
comes before the Recreation Com-
mission this evening at City Hall, 
2263 Santa Clara Ave. The meeting 
begins at 7 p.m. 


