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The city will likely soon be 
seeking a firm to build a long-
desired Shore Line Drive bikeway 
that staffers say will offer a safer 
route and bay views to cyclists 
traversing the 1.8-mile stretch of 
the Island from Westline Drive to 
Broadway.

At its Tuesday meeting the city 
considered approving plans for 
the project and authorizing a call 
for bids to build it. Construction 
is expected to begin in July and 
take 60 working days.

The city will pay about 
$500,000 toward the $971,800 
project, with most of the rest 
of the tab covered by a federal 
grant. Money from the region-
al Metropolitan Transportation 
C o m m i s s i o n 
will cover the 
r e m a i n i n g 
$46,400 of the 
project’s cost.

The two-
way bikeway 
will start on 
Broadway near 
Bayview Drive 
and will stretch 
the entire 
length of Shore 
Line Drive, ter-
minating at Westline and Otis 
drives. The bike-only track will 
be installed in roadway lanes 
that now hold moving and parked 
cars.

Parking along the bikeway 
route will be reduced from 617 
spaces to 431 spaces, according 
to a staff report to the council. 
But apartment dwellers living 
along the route will get an addi-
tional 105 24-hour spaces and the 
number of spaces for disabled 
drivers will double to four.

The project was first included 
in the city’s 1974 bicycle plan, a 
presentation given to the coun-
cil said. The city’s plan priori-
tized bicycle travel on the streets 
where the bikeway — which will 
be separated from street traffic 
and a shared path along the city’s 
Shore Line beach — is to be built.

The city won a federal grant 

for the project in 2011 and 
solicited community input on 
what should be built in 2012. 
The Transportation Commission 
approved revised plans for the 
bikeway in December and addi-
tional changes in January.

In their report, city staff-
ers said the project will pro-
vide more and safer options for 
cyclists, will reduce conflicts on 
the multi-use shoreline path and 
slow down drivers.

Bike Walk Alameda president 
Lucy Gigli called the planned 
bikeway project a “great exam-
ple” of a “complete street” that 
offers equal access to people 
using multiple modes of trans-
portation.

“We envision the new corridor 
as a model for other important 
Alameda corridors and an ele-

ment in trans-
portation pro-
grams to reduce 
single occu-
pancy vehicle 
use as is being 
pursued at 
Alameda Point,” 
Gigli said, refer-
ring to plans to 
try to reduce 
a n t i c i p a t e d 
vehicle traffic 

from businesses by 30 percent 
and by 10 percent for other trips.

In addition to providing a dedi-
cated path for cyclists separate 
from car traffic and what will now 
be a shoreline pedestrian path, 
the redesigned streets will offer 
bus stops with shelters for riders, 
an upgrade over the current bus 
stops. 

Gigli also said the plans took 
car travel and parking needs of 
drivers into account when mak-
ing the proposed changes.

Gigli said a similar road rear-
rangement — the 2008 creation of 
a Fernside Boulevard cycle track 
between Otis Drive and San Jose 
Avenue — “worked beautifully,” 
allowing students to comfortably 
and safely bike, walk or travel by 
car to and from school.

Read more Alameda news at 
http://webh.it/alamedasun.

AUSD, City’s New 
Land Swap Deal

Shoreline Bikeway Likely 
Moving Forward Now
Proponents see green living options
Opponents see reduced parking

“We envision the 
new corridor to 
be a model for 
other important 
Alameda corri-
dors.”

— Bike Walk Alameda 
President, Lucy Gigli

Dennis Evanosky

Cyclists on Shoreline Drive currently have to compete 
with pedestrians, or ride in the roadway.

Church Supports Workers
Dennis Evanosky

Alameda County Industries 
(ACI), the company that provides 
trash pickup service to the Island 
City, has found itself in the middle 
of a labor dispute. Some of the 
company’s workers walked off their 
jobs and staged a two-hour rally 
last Thursday at its recycling center 
on Aladdin Avenue in San Leandro. 
According to those who attended 
the rally, ACI told its other workers 
that anyone who joined the rally 
would be fired. 

“The immigrant workers that 
joined the rally on their break time 
did so after the bosses said they 
would be fired,” stated retired union 
representative Richard Mellor on 
his blog. 

Mellor attended the rally to 
support the workers when the 
workers complained about their 
working conditions according to 
a video posted on Mellor’s blog. 
ACI called the federal govern-
ment’s Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) San Francisco 
office in retaliation. 

According to activist Austin 
Tam, who sent an email to the 
community, the workers, who are 
all immigrants, have garnered the 
attention of some 65 community 
groups. These include activists at 
the Buena Vista United Methodist 
Church in Alameda. 

The church is appealing to resi-
dents to contact the federal gov-
ernment’s San Francisco ICE office 
on its behalf to at least delay any 
action that ICE might take against 
the workers.

“These workers need the sup-
port of an action from the communi-
ty,” Tam stated. If these immigrants 
lose their jobs, they could subject 
themselves to deportation. 

According to Tam’s email, an 
agreement between the United 
States Department of Justice and 
ICE protects workers engaged in 
efforts to protect job rights involv-
ing wage and hour violations.  

The immigrants, many who have 
worked for ACI for as many as 
15 years are protesting low wages 
of $8.30 an hour with no benefits; 
ACI’s refusal to honor San Leandro’s 

living wage of $14.17 an hour and 
notices from the company to many 
of the workers that they will lose 
their jobs immediately because 
they lack proper employment docu-
mentation. 

Companies contracting with the 
city of San Leandro are required 
to adhere to that city’s living-wage 
ordinance. The activists pointed 
out that ACI does have a contract 
with that city to collect the trash 
and that ACI is skirting the city’s 
living wage provision by hiring 
workers as “temporaries,” even 
though many stay on the job for 
long periods. 

According to Tam’s email, 
Select, the temporary agency who 
hired the workers, and ACI have 
now agreed to request that ICE 
delay enforcement. Neither Select 
nor ACI would comment on any of 

these developments and the activ-
ists involved do not yet know if ICE 
would grant this extension.

The church is asking Alamedans 
to pick up the telephone and call 
the ICE regional office on its behalf. 
Let ICE know that you are call-
ing on behalf of the Buena Vista 
United Methodist Church and that 
you support the delay that Select 
and ACI are requesting. ICE can be 
reached at (415) 844-5455. 

The church is supporting the 
delay because these workers are 
engaged in legal actions to stop 
wage and hour violations.  

Recycling workers at the Waste 
Management facility on Davis Street 
in San Leandro walked off their jobs 
last April to protest alleged low 
wages and dangerous conditions. 
At the time these workers were 
earning $12.67.

Dennis Evanosky
Part one of three

“Land swap,” two words that 
leave sour tastes in the mouths 
of many. Developer Ron Cowan’s 
attempted trade deals led to chang-
es in the City Charter. Now another 
swap is on the table; actuallly make 
that two swaps: one on Alameda 
Point and one at the old Encinal 
Terminal site behind the shuttered 
Del Monte Warehouse. 

The deals were sealed behind 
closed doors without public com-
ment. They were only brought into 
the public’s eye when the time came 
to present what the city, the school 
board and the housing authority 
thought were closed deals. There 
was even a party complete with 
cake to celebrate that closed deal 
at Tuesday’s city-school district 

subcommitee meeting. 

The deal  includes swapping 
what Alameda Unified School 
District (AUSD) Superintendent 
Kirsten Vital called “worthless and 
half-submerged land” for money to 
fix the swimming pools at Encinal 
High School.

Tim Lewis Communities, the 
same company involved in the 
Neptune Point imbroglio pur-

chased the Del Monte Warehouse 
property in a federal bankruptcy 
sale last March for about $12.5 mil-
lion or $500,000 per acre.

At that price the “worthless, 
submerged” property almost next 
door should go for some $3.185 
million, a figure nowhere near the 
$750,000 the city is offering the 
school board. Submerged property 
can be filled and turned into valu-
able property, as the Navy did at 
Alameda Point. Could the city turn 
around and sell that “worthless, 
submerged land,” perhaps to Tim 
Lewis and turn a tidy profit? 

The deal may not be sealed just 
yet. The public still has time to 
weigh in at three upcoming meet-
ings (see box). 

Maps courtesy Google with illustration by Eric J. Kos

The land the school district is swapping for $750,000 or $117,739 an acre is next 
door to property that sold for $500,000 an acre. 

Sun Staff Reports
Managers of Alameda’s Harbor 

Bay and Main Street ferry services 
and city officials are hosting a pair 
of public hearings this month to 
gauge riders’ interest in increas-
ing service and to discuss ways to 
improve access to both terminals.

The meetings are slated to take 
place from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday, 
March 13, in the multipurpose 

room at Bay Farm Elementary, 200 
Aughinbaugh Way, and from 6:30 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Thursday, March 20, 
in the multipurpose room at Maya 
Lin School, 825 Taylor Ave.

Anyone interested in offering 
their input on service and park-
ing needs who can’t make either 
meeting is invited to e-mail their 
thoughts to access_study@water-
transit.org by April 30.

Sun Staff Reports

Radio Museum Fundraiser Set
Alameda Community Radio 

(ACR), an Internet radio station, is 
holding a fundraiser to help sup-
port its quest to obtain a broad-
cast license from the Federal 
Communication Commission.

“Dine & Donate” will be an all-day 
fundraising event at Tomatina restau-
rant, 1338 Park St., on Wednesday, 
March 12. Tomatina will donate 15 
percent of its food and beverage 
sales from lunch, dinner and takeout 
to ACR. Customers are asked to pres-
ent an ACR flyer to their server. The 
flyer can be found at www.alameda 
communityradio.net. 

ACR is a non-profit, listener-
supported, grass roots radio station 
currently offering locally produced 
programs on the Internet. For more 
about the fundraiser or ACR, visit 
alamedacommunityradio.net.

Cops Help out FAAS
Otaez Mexican Restaurant will 

be hosting a fundraiser to support 
Friends of Alameda Animal Shelter 
(FAAS) next week. 

The “Tip-A-Cop” event will take 
place Thursday, March 13, from 6 
to 8 p.m. at the restaurant, located 
at 1619 Webster St. Alameda Police 
Chief Paul Rolleri and Alameda 
police officers are volunteering to 
be celebrity waiters for the eve-
ning, helping to deliver food and 
refill drinks, all for “tips” to support 
FAAS. One hundred percent of the 
tips donated to the officers will 
benefit homeless pets.

For more information, visit the 
FAAS website at www.alameda
animalshelter.org. 

FAAS is located at 1590 Fortmann 
Way. The shelter is open 11 a.m. to 
7 p.m. on Wednesdays, and 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Thursday through Sunday.

Ferry Access Meetings Planned

News in Brief

EditorialSwap Meetings
The public is invited to 

comment on the latest land 
swap at Board of Education 
next Tuesday, March 11, the 
City Council meeting Tuesday, 
March 18 and the Housing 
Authority Board of meeting on 
Wednesday, March 19.

Sun Staff Reports
In response to the recent 

increase in vehicle-pedestrian 
collisions, the Alameda Police 
Department’s (APD) Traffic Section 
has begun a pedestrian awareness 
campaign to educate and increase 
driver and pedestrian awareness.  
Efforts include enforcement, edu-
cational presentations in the public 
schools and awareness tips shared 
via social media.  

The enforcement operations 
started the week of Feb. 10. In 
February, 62 citations were issued 

compared to 26 citations issued in 
January. 

APD reminds readers that failing 
to yield to pedestrians is a moving 
violation. In addition to potential 
injury or death, these violations 
can incur monetary fines and affect 
insurance costs and driving privi-
leges.

“Traffic safety is a shared 
responsibility,” said APD Chief Paul 
Rolleri. “Although pedestrians have 
the ‘right of way’ in California, they 
too need to be vigilant and atten-
tive when crossing.”

APD Starts Program to 
Protect Pedestrians


