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IT’S RARE 
DISEASE DAY!

Sun Staff Reports
The Lincoln Middle School 

(LMS) Marching Band, directed by 
Tyra Ingram Cable and led by drum 
major Emily Tran, made its eighth 
appearance in San Francisco’s 
Chinese New Year Parade on 
Saturday, Feb. 15. Tens of thou-
sands of people lined the streets 
to watch the parade and celebrate 
the Year of the Dragon. The parade, 
whose tradition stretches back to 
the 1860s, is one of this country’s 
few remaining night illuminated 
parades.

LMS band members wore 
Chinese costumes of black uniform 
pants, white tuxedo shirts, white 
shoes, red cummerbunds and red 
bow ties — topped off with red and 
black Chinese officers’ hats.

“It was especially exciting for all 
the musicians, parents and commu-
nity to see the stellar performance 
of the Lincoln Band broadcast on 
national television this year,” Cable 
said. 

More than 5,000 people took 
part in this year’s parade, includ-
ing Karen Li, the newly crowned 

Miss Chinatown U.S.A. with her 
royal court floats. Costumed 
elementary school and mar-
tial arts groups joined marching 
bands, high school and college 
drill teams,  They were joined by 
Chinese acrobats, stilt walkers and 
a 201-foot-long golden dragon — 
all this punctuated by hundreds of 
exploding firecrackers.

The band will head to Anaheim 
in April where it will lead the Main 
Street Parade at Disneyland!

Contact Sun staff at editor@
alamedasun.com.

Brian Ho

Lincoln Middle School Marching Band’s drum major Emily Tran leads the way at this 
year’s Chinese New Year Parade in San Francisco. This marks the eighth year that 
the band has participated in the parade.

LMS Band Shines in 
Lunar New Year Parade

George Humphreys
The U.S. Navy recently pub-

lished a draft of its work plan for 
37-acre industrial waste dump on 
the northwest corner of Alameda 
Point. Installation Restoration Site 1 
operated from 1943 to 1956 and con-
tains tons of waste. These included 
not only household wastes, but 
solvents, unexploded ordnance, 
flattened drums, engines, aircraft 
parts, heavy metals, radium and 
other radioactive wastes discarded 
from the Navy’s industrial aircraft 
repair operations. 

Site 1 had a firing range, seven 
large waste pits, and an area where 
the Navy incinerated combustible 
wastes by open burning. The Navy 
then pushed the resultant ash and 
other residue into San Francisco 
Bay to expand the airfield footprint. 

As part of its cleanup the Navy 
removed the firing range berm, 
treated a solvent stream flowing 
toward San Francisco Bay and 
removed munitions debris and radi-
um hot spots.

Now the Navy wants to close the 
site by capping it with a three-foot-
thick soil cover. The Navy plans to 
dig up some of the contamination 
and place it under the soil cover. 
It would then seed this cover with 
native grasses to create a recre-
ational area. 

A 750-ft long waste-isolation 
bulkhead would protect the north-
ern portion of the shoreline. The 
Navy would subject portions far-
ther south and along the Oakland 
Estuary to “deep dynamic compac-
tion” to help stabilize the bank. 
The Navy would cover portions of 
the compacted bank with riprap or 
concrete rubble.

The waste-isolation bulkhead 
consists of relatively thin (0.4 inch) 
interlocking sheets of zinc-coated 
steel whose wall and waste dump 

Neptune Pointe 
Mediation 
Underway

Sun Staff Reports
On Feb. 6 The Alamedan’s 

Michele Ellson reported that “rep-
resentatives from the city, the East 
Bay Regional Park District and 
developer Tim Lewis Communities 
have agreed to attend mediation in 
an attempt to end their legal fight 
over a 3.899-acre property the park 
district had hoped to obtain to 
expand Crab Cove.” 

New America Media’s Jonah 
Most is now reporting that media-
tion is under way. 

“Mediation has just begun over 
a disputed nearly four-acre plot of 
land in Alameda, California that has 
divided the community and ignited 
debate about how federal property 
is sold,” Most stated in a story that 
he filed on Monday. 

Most illustrates the complexity 
of the transaction that sold the 
property to Lewis by stating that 
the deal “has created a bizarre 
legal situation where the feder-
al government is threatening to 
condemn state property in order 
to prevent land from going to the 
East Bay Regional Park District and 
instead to sell it to a private devel-
oper, in order to maximize profit 
from the sale.”

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

The city, Alameda Unified School 
District (AUSD) and the  Alameda 
Housing Authority are in the midst 
of negotiating a complex deal that 
could see AUSD winning funding 
to refurbish Encinal High School’s 
swimming pools and a 20-acre plot at 
Alameda Point in exchange for title 
to its former Island High School site 
on Eagle Avenue and ownership of 
a waterfront site the city would like 
to develop.

Approvals for the proposed 
deal are expected to take place in 
March.

“The city and school district 
are very close to a comprehen-
sive solution to a number of out-
standing issues that have existed 
between them for, in some cases, as 
long as 14, 15 years,” City Manager 
John Russo said Monday. “We’re 
pretty excited to put all of these 
different issues behind us.”

If approved by the City Council, 
AUSD and the Housing Authority 
as currently envisioned, the school 
district could walk away with $1.9 
million to fix the pools on the  
Encinal High School campus. The 
district and the city, which uses 
the high-school pools for lessons 
and coordinates outside groups’ 
swim sessions, have been trying to 
hammer out a deal for repair of the 
pools for three years.

The city would regain a long-
sought title to a six-acre Tidelands 

Trust property on the Encinal 
Terminal site behind the old Del 
Monte warehouse on the Oakland 
Estuary. 

Homebuilder Tim Lewis 
Communities purchased pri-
vately held acreage there after 
its longtime owner, Peter Wang, 
declared bankruptcy. Plans for 
that development are pending. 
The state restricts development 
of Tidelands Trust property to 
water-oriented uses that could 
include marine-related businesses 
and services for visitors.

The Housing Authority, mean-
while, would take title to the 0.83-
acre former Island High School site 
at Eagle Avenue and Everett Street.

The housing authority’s Michael 
T. Pucci told The Alamedan in 2012 
that the authority was interested 
in buying the property but hadn’t 
identified the funding necessary to 
make the purchase.

Under the terms of the deals, the 
city would pay the school district 
$750,000 toward pool repairs in 
exchange for title to the Tidelands 
Trust property. The school district 
would also take title to the 20-acre 
site on Alameda Point, relinquish-
ing its claim on a 12-acre parcel the 
city would have owed.

The Point property would be 
passed from the city to the Housing 
Authority, which would give it to 
the district for another $1.2 million 
for the Encinal High pools and legal 
fees incurred by the district. The 

AUSD, City Consider 
Land Swap, Pools Fix

Navy Issues Cleanup Plan 
for Point Waste Dump

News Analysis

cover are designed to partially fail 
during a major quake. 

Members of the Restoration 
Advisory Board (RAB) are con-
cerned about the effects of liquefac-
tion at the site. Artificial fill areas, 
such as Alameda Point, are partic-
ularly susceptible to liquefaction 
during major seismic events like the 
1989 Loma Prieta Earthquake. 

RAB members are concerned 
because the sheet-pile barrier 
would only last 50 or 100 years 
and the wastes in the old dump 
could remain dangerous for hun-
dreds of years. The dump contains 
radium-229 that the Navy used to 
paint glow-in-the-dark instruments 
and other markers. Radium 229 has 
a half-life of 1,620 years.

RAB members wonder who will 
bear the costs of repairing the steel 
wall and landfill cover after a major 
seismic event. The Navy plans to 
shift the future financial burden to 
the new owner, whether that’s the 
city or the East Bay Regional Park 
District (EBRPD). RAB members 
fear that these costs could reach 
$40 million or more. This figure 
does not take substantial public 
health and safety risks into account. 

In addition the Navy has not 
included any provisions to prevent 
burrowing animals from digging 
through the dirt cover into the toxic 
materials below. The Navy included 
a rodent-protection barrier at  a 
similar dump on the southwest cor-
ner of Alameda Point.

RAB has very limited power. Its 
members fear that federal and state 
regulators have already bought into 
the Navy’s closure  plans through 
an agreement called a “Record of 
Decision.” 

RAB members invite readers to 
contact city and park district officials 
about the financial burdens taxpay-
ers would bear if the city or EBRPD 
accepts ownership of this dumpsite.

Readers could also contact the 
Navy’s closure representative, Derek 
Robinson, 1465 Frazee Road, San 
Diego, CA 92108, (615) 532-0951 or 
email derek.j.robinson1@navy.mil. 
They can also attend RAB meetings 
and express their opinions. The next 
RAB meeting takes place at 6:30 p.m., 
Thursday, March 13, at 950 West Mall 
Square, City Hall West, suite 140. 

George Humphries co-chairs the 
Restoration Advisory Board. 

Housing Authority would then take 
title to the Island High site.

The Island High School site has 
sat vacant since 2006. Plans for the 
site have included a developer’s 
2008 proposal to construct three 
dozen units of affordable housing 
and a 2011 proposal from neighbors 
to develop a community garden 
there.

Pucci said the authority would 
like to use the property to address 
the Island’s greatest housing need 
for lower income residents —
two-bedroom apartments.

“If we could get the funding for 
that, that’s what we would like to 
do,” Pucci said.

Pucci said he’s not yet sure 
how many apartments he’d seek to 
build, and that his agency will need 
to perform studies, engage neigh-
bors and submit to public hearings 
before construction begins.

“We’re a ways away,” he said.
The school district’s two high 

school swim centers have faced 
repeated closures over the last sev-
eral years due to their poor condi-
tion. City and school officials deter-
mined their best course of action 
would be to refurbish the Encinal 
High pools.

The city had offered to pay for 
some of the Encinal High fixes and 
loan the district the rest of the money 
needed, an offer the district coun-
tered. Swimmers chastised the city 
for threatening to build a new pool 
at Alameda Point if the district didn’t 
agree to take the offer,. Swimmers said 
that they felt the city was issuing an 
ultimatum instead of working toward 
a solution.

The deals are expected to be 
approved by the City Council on 
March 4 and the Board of Education 
the following week, a staff report to 
the Board of Education outlining 
the deal points says. The housing 
authority is expected to approve 
the deal on March 19.

Read more Alameda news at 
http://webh.it/alamedasun.

The school district 
could walk away 
with $1.9 million 
to refurbish its 
pools at Encinal 
High School.

Dig Deeper
The Alameda County Waste 

Management Authority (ACWMA) is 
considering tacking $9.55 per year 
for the next 10 years onto property 
tax bills. 

The authority states that it 
needs the money to support the 
countywide household hazard-
ous waste program. This program 
provides collection and disposal 
services for household hazardous 
waste like paint, solvents and pes-
ticides.

On its website ACWMA states 
the without these disposal  services, 
people would abandon these and 
other waste materials on public 
streets, pour them down drains or 
place them in garbage or recycling 
carts. 

The authority will host a hearing 
on the proposed tax at a hearing, 
which will take place at 3 p.m., 
Wednesday, March 26, at 1537 
Webster St. in Oakland. 

Commissioner Wanted        
The City Council is solicit-

ing applications from residents 
who would like to serve on the 
Commission on Disability Issues.  
The commission was formed to 
provide information and make rec-
ommendations regarding disabili-
ty issues to the City Council. The 
commission also acts as a sounding 
board regarding the disabled from 
the community at large.

The commission meets at 6:30 
p.m. the fourth Monday of the 
month in the City Hall conference 
room 391; its membership is not 
limited to persons with disabilities. 

Application forms are available 
at the City Clerk’s office, Room 380, 
City Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Ave.. 
Forms are also available on the 
city’s website, or by telephoning 
the City Clerk’s office at 747-4800. 
The deadline for submitting an 
application is Tuesday, March 4. 

Take the Survey
It’s not too late to have your 

say in the parking meter survey. 
The Public Works Department has 
teamed up with the Park Street 
Business Association and West 
Alameda Business Association. 

The two associations and Public 
Works are hoping to gain input from 
the public on how to better sup-
port the two shopping districts. 
The hope to learne hot to protect 
the environment from unneces-
sary greenhouse gas emissions and 
afford shoppers clearer, easier and 
more convenient access to parking.

The survey takes about three 
minutes to complete and is open 
until March 2. 

Take the survey at http://
a lamedaca.gov/publ ic -works/
metered-parking-survey. 

Bikeway before Council
Plans for the proposed bikeway 

along Shore Line and Westline drives 
and a small section of Broadway 
will come before City Council at 
its next meeting on March 4. The 
Council is expected to adopt the 
plans for the bikeway and authorize 
a call for bids. The project would 
reduce some of the motor vehicle 
travel from four to two or three 
lanes depending on the street sec-
tion. It would include a cycle track 
like the one on Fernside Boulevard 
and increase bicycle parking. 

If all goes according to schedule 
construction would begin in June 
and wrap up in December. 

United States Navy

The San Francisco skyline serves as backdrop for a 
network of wells that the Navy installed at Site 1. 

News in Brief


