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Bank Robber 
Sentenced to 
Federal Prison

Sun Staff Reports
Last Thursday, convicted bank 

robber Amanuel Moreno, 21, stood 
before U.S. District Judge Yvonne 
Gonzalez Rogers in a federal court-
room in Oakland. He listened as 
Rogers sentenced him to five years 
and 10 months in federal prison. 
One of the charges that led to the 
sentence stemmed from Moreno’s 
failed robbery attempt at the Chase 
Bank at South Shore Center on Dec. 
6, 2012. All told, Moreno’s charges 
included five bank robberies and 
two attempted bank robberies.  

Moreno’s lawyer, Joyce Leavitt 
an assistant federal public defend-
er, told the court that that her client 
was robbing banks to support his 
pregnant, homeless girlfriend. Rog-
ers could have sentenced Moreno 
to 20 years for each of his five rob-
bery counts. 

These robberies were not More-
no’s first. Police arrested him in 2011 
for robbery, which Moreno pleaded 
down to grand theft. He was on pro-
bation for that charge when he went 
on the seven-bank spree that sent 
him to federal prison. 

During that spree, Moreno 
robbed three Bank of the West 
branches with takes that ranged 
from $25 in Hayward to $3,321 in 
Oakland. He also robbed a U.S. 
Bank branch in San Leandro and a 
Wells Fargo branch in Hayward. At-
tempts to rob Chase Bank branch-
es in Hayward and in Alameda were 
foiled. Moreno’s spree netted him 
some $6,100. 

Leavitt argued for a lighter sen-
tence. She said that Moreno had a 
difficult childhood: his 14-year-old 
mother gave him up, he never met 
his father and turned to drugs as 
a teenager. She told Rogers that al-
though Moreno would claim he had 
a gun, he was actually unarmed. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Brian C. 
Lewis wove a more frightening tale 
for the judge. He said that Moreno 
passed the tellers threatening notes 
demanding money. The notes in-
formed the tellers that Moreno had 
a gun. Lewis said that Moreno got 
bolder during his last three robber-
ies: two on Dec. 18, 2012, and one on 
Jan. 6, 2013, when the convicted rob-
ber threatened to shoot the tellers.

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

The school district and com-
mercial property owners, who a 
court decided were unfairly taxed 
under a 2008 school parcel levy, are 
working to negotiate a settlement 
in the property owners’ five-and-a-
half-year-old case.

Attorneys for both the school 
district and the property owners 
are set to meet in the spring and 
could wrap up in April, court fil-
ings show. A hearing to discuss 
the parties’ settlement efforts is 
scheduled for May.

“We are going to mediate the 
case to try and reach a fair and equi-
table resolution for all the parties,” 
said David Brillant, an attorney for 
some of the property owners.

Commercial property owners 
filed two separate lawsuits in 2008 
challenging the Measure H school 
parcel tax. They argued the school 
district illegally levied different 
charges on homeowners and com-
mercial property owners.

A trial court judge agreed with 
the school district’s argument, rul-
ing in 2010 that state law allowed 
the district to charge different 
classifications of property owners 
different taxes. But a state appeal 
court disagreed, ruling in 2012 that 
the tax was levied illegally because 
it wasn’t uniformly applied to all 
property owners and returning the 
case to the local trial court for a de-
termination on what amounts the 
district should repay.

One of the original plaintiffs in 
the suit, Edward Hirshberg, filed a 
new lawsuit in December seeking 
a refund of the $16,644.06 in taxes 
he paid on four commercial prop-
erties under Measure H. The judge 
handling that case recently granted 
Hirshberg class action status for 
the case, which seeks refunds for 
629 property owners.

The next hearing in that case 
is scheduled to take place in early 
March.

Measure H was levied over the 
course of three years, from 2008-
09 to 2010-11. A second tax that 
would also have charged home-
owners and commercial property 
owners different rates, Measure E, 
was narrowly rejected by voters. 
But a third tax, Measure A — which 
charges all property owners the 
same rate — was approved in 2011 
and will be in effect for seven years.

The school board voted in 
March to set aside $5.8 million to 
cover any refunds commercial prop-
erty owners may ultimately be eli-
gible for, after the Alameda County 
Office of Education sought to ensure 
the school district had money set 
aside to cover the potential cost. 
The district could owe as much as 
$7.4 million of the $12.5 million col-
lected under Measure H if commer-
cial property owners are to be fully 
repaid the additional tax amounts.

The property owners’ success in 
the case prompted their attorney to 
file a quartet of similar cases against 
other California school districts 

where voters had recently approved 
parcel taxes that charge different 
classes of property owners different 
amounts under existing parcel tax-
es. Another district chose to change 
the structure of a tax headed for 
the ballot after Alameda Unified’s 
request to appeal the appeals court 
ruling was denied.

A bill by state Assemblyman 
Rob Bonta that sought to allow the 
school district to keep the money it 
collected under Measure H died in 
committee.

Separately, school district of-
ficials said they plan to continue 
pressing their case in a school 
funding lawsuit filed against the 
state. A local trial court dismissed 
the case in 2010, but the school 
districts and families who filed it 
appealed. They’re arguing that the 
state’s school funding system is ir-
rational and inequitable and that 
they think lawmakers should be 
compelled to fix it.

An attorney for the state noted 
the new system was being put in 
place in a letter to the court in Au-

gust — the last action on the case, 
court filings show — and AUSD Su-
perintendent Kirsten Vital praised 
the new funding system at a recent 
school board meeting. Further ac-
tion has not yet been scheduled for 
the case, the appeals court’s online 
system shows.

State lawmakers are implement-
ing a new system, called the local-
control funding formula, that Gov. 
Jerry Brown has said is intended 
to equalize the amount of money 
school districts get from the state 
and to direct more of it to Califor-
nia’s neediest students — English 
language learners and students from 
low-income families. And Proposi-
tion 30, a temporary tax approved by 
voters last year, has freed up money 
for the state to spend on schools.

But both a school district 
spokeswoman — whose children 
are also plaintiffs in the case — and 
one of the attorneys working on 
it said there are a number of legal 
issues that are yet to be resolved, 
and that they look forward to giv-
ing oral arguments in the case.

Attorney Bill Koski called the 
new funding system “a start toward 
rationality” but said accountability 
measures that are to accompany 
it don’t ensure needy kids will get 
their needs met by it.

“The state school funding sys-
tem remains woefully insufficient,” 
Koski said. “LCFF and Prop 30 did 
not change that state of affairs.”

Read more Alameda news at 
http://webh.it/alamedasun. 

Parcel Tax Settlement Pending

Sun Staff Reports

Gas Leak Evacuates 
High School

Alameda Police Department 
(APD) reported that shortly before 
9 a.m., Tuesday, its officers and Al-
ameda Fire Department (AFD) para-
medics responded to the report of 
a gas leak in a science classroom 
at Encinal High School. Leaking gas 
led to the evacuation of 12 students. 
APD stated that AFD paramedics 
transported three of the students 
to a local hospital for observation. 
School authorities sent five of the 
students home to their parents. 

The rest of the school was not af-
fected by the leak or evacuation, APD 
stated. The leak has been repaired. 

Gallant suit fails
The Alameda County Superior 

Court ruled against former interim 
city manager Ann Marie Gallant in 
her wrongful termination lawsuit 
against the city last Tuesday, Feb. 4.

Judge John True ruled in favor of 
the city of Alameda because, accord-
ing to court documents, “the plaintiff 
has not shown that she was termi-
nated,” “the defendant did not violate 
the labor code,” and the “plaintiff is 
not entitled to declaratory relief.” 

When Gallant was appointed 
interim city manager in April 2009, 
she was given a 24-month contract. 
When the new mayor and city coun-
cil was sworn in on Dec. 2010, they 
decided to place Gallant on paid ad-
ministrative leave for the remaining 
three months of her term. 

True declared because the Gal-
lant was aware of the 24-month term 

Petition Filed to Put 
Crown Beach on Ballot

Ekene Ikeme
Friends of Crown Beach (FCB), 

a group that opposes the plan to 
transfer land from Crab Cove to a 
private developer, filed a petition 
with the Alameda city clerk’s office 
Monday, Feb. 10.

The petition is classified as a 
“notice of intent to circulate peti-
tion.” It reads, “Notice is hereby 
given by the persons whose names 
appear hereon of their intention 
to circulate the petition within the 
City of Alameda for the purpose of 
amending the zoning of the surplus 
federal property adjacent to Crab 
Cove.” The group is trying to block 
the city from rezoning the land to 
residential. 

The city has until Wednesday, 
Feb. 26 to review the petition and 
submit it back to FCB with any revi-
sion recommendations, according 
to City Clerk Lara Weisiger. If the 
city approves the petition and/or 
FCB makes the revisions, FCB will 
be able to strategize how they will 
get its initiative on a future ballot. 

If FCB wants to have its initia-
tive on the next general election 
ballot they would need to gather 
signatures from 10 percent of all 
registered Alameda voters within 
180 days from when the city attor-
ney hands them the approved peti-
tion, according to Weisiger.

If they want the initiative on a 
special election ballot, they would 
need to gather signatures from 15 
percent of all Alameda voters with-
in 180 days. There are about 41,000 
registered voters in Alameda, ac-
cording to Weisiger.

Three members of the organi-
zation were named in the petition: 
Douglas L. Siden, a representative 
on the East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict board, Wai-Kuan Woo and 
Karin Lucas. FCB worked with 
Bradley W. Hertz of the Sutton Law 
Firm to create the appropriate 
language for the petition. Hertz 
drafted the language in the ballot 
measure that prevented the con-
struction of homes on the Chuck 
Corica Golf Course. 

News in Brief

Museums See Rosy 
Future in Alameda

Michael Schiess

The glorious architectural details inside the Alameda Carnegie Library will be avail-
able to the public once more if the Pacific Pinball Museum’s plan comes to fruition.

Dennis Evanosky
Five museums call Alameda 

home: the Alameda Museum, 2324 
Alameda Ave.; the Meyers House 
and Gardens, 2021 Alameda Ave.; 
the Naval Air Museum, 2151 Ferry 
Point; the USS Hornet Museum, 707 
W. Hornet Ave.; and the Pacific Pin-
ball Museum, 1510 Webster St. 

If the California Historical Radio 
Society (CHRS) gets its wish it will 
soon add the Bay Area Radio Mu-
seum and Hall of Fame to this list. 
CHRS is currently reaching out be-
yond its 400 members to help raise 
cash to purchase a building in Alam-
eda to house its collections.  

The society is hoping to include 
the former home of Children’s 
Learning Center at 2152 Central Ave. 
in its portfolio. If successful Alame-
da will be home to the museum and 
hall of fame currently housed at the 
former KRE radio station headquar-
ters at 601 Ashby Ave. in Berkeley 

According to The Daily Califor-
nian, CHRS signed a 10-year con-
tract in 2003 with then-owner Inner 
Cities Broadcasting Corporation 
(ICBC) to take over rent-free and 
restore the KRE building. In 2011 
ICBC went bankrupt and sold KRE’s 
broadcast headquarters to Ymf 
Media, California, LLC. On Dec 6, 
2013, Ymf sold the building to Pham 
Radio Communications. Just over 
three weeks later, on Dec. 31, 2013, 
CHRS’s agreement expired and the 
new landlords have asked the radio 
buffs to find a new home. 

“We are currently in escrow for the 
purchase of 2152 Central Ave.,” CHRS 
said in a release soliciting donations. 
“We are seeking public and private 
donations to complete our fundrais-
ing for the building’s purchase and to 
begin improvements. CHRS has ten-

tatively named the Central Avenue 
building “Radio Central.” However, 
the donor who can afford to pitch in 
$500,000 will be given naming rights 
to CHRS’s new home. 

According to its website CHRS 
has raised $598,200 of the $1.16 mil-
lion it needs by April 14, the date 
the building is scheduled to close 
escrow. Anyone interested in con-
tributing to the society’s effort to 
purchase the building can do so 
on its website at www.california
historicalradio.com. 

Each museum in Alameda has 
its own needs and depends on the 
generosity of Island City residents. 
Like CHRS, each needs the support 
of new members, donors and spon-
sors. The Alameda Museum (www.
alamedamusuem.org) has rent and 
bills to pay. The USS Hornet (www.
USSHornet.org) and Naval Air Mu-
seum (www.alameda navalairmu-
seum.org are both need members, 
sponsors and donors.  

The 100-plus-year-old Meyers 
House and Garden (www.alameda 
musuem.org/meyers-house-and-

garden) and the Pacific Pinball 
Museum (www.pacificpinball.org) 
are special cases. The Meyers 
House and Garden is in the midst 
of a much-needed and very expen-
sive facelift. The pinball museum 
needs to raise some $3.5 million in 
the next two years so it can trans-
form the long-abandoned Carnegie 
Library into “the Smithsonian of 
Pinball.”

“We were able to give the Mey-
ers House a new paint job last 
year,” said Alameda Museum cu-
rator George Gunn. “However the 
house and garden need more work, 
including a makeover for the old 
carriage house.” 

City Manager John Russo is 
looking forward to being able to 
play pinball across the street from 
his City Hall office. 

“The prospect of having a pin-
ball museum at the Carnegie is ex-
citing and the city looks forward 
to taking the next steps with the 
Pacific Pinball Museum to make our 
common vision a reality,” Russo 
said in an earlier interview.

A bill by state 
Assemblyman 
Rob Bonta that 
sought to allow 
the school district 
to keep the money 
it collected ... died 
in committee.

and that the position was on an in-
terim basis, her being put on paid 
leave for the remaining of the term 
was not a termination. 

Gallant said she was terminated 
because she told Alameda officials 
that she witnessed Councilwoman 
Lena Tam conducting illegal activ-
ity, which is a labor code violation, 
but True said the city did not violate 
the labor code because Gallant was 
never fired. 

Not only did True rule in favor of 
the city, he said the city was entitled 
to recover attorneys’ fees and costs 
from Gallant. That amount would be 
determined upon the city filing of 
a motion, according to court docu-
ments.

Gallant filed her suit against the 
city on Aug. 15, 2011. 

File photo

KRE Radio had been in this Berkeley building for 12 
years when this photo was taken in 1949.


