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Police Link 
Auto Theft 
to Oakland 
Burglary

Sun Staff Reports
Chantha Koug, 24, of Oakland and 

an accomplice allegedly used the 
Island City as a springboard to com-
mit a burglary in Koug’s hometown.

Alameda Police Department 
(APD) officers were investigat-
ing the report of a stolen car on 
Fernside Boulevard on Tuesday, 
Jan. 28; at about the same time 
members of the Oakland Police 
Department (OPD) were alerted to 
a burglary in progress on the 2400 
block of 12th Avenue in their city. 

OPD Capt. Richard Orozco and 
Officer Dana Ly arrived at the 12th 
Avenue address and arrested Koug 
before he was able to steal any-
thing. They said that Koug’s partner 
in the alleged burglary was able to 
flee the scene even though OPD’s 
K-9 unit did an extensive search.  

Police connected the auto theft 
and burglary and learned that 
Koug had stolen the 1998 Toyota 
Avalon from an 86-year-old Alameda 
woman. According to police, she 
had just gotten out of her car to 
move garbage and recycling bins 
out of her way and had left the key 
in the ignition. Police said that Koug 
spotted an opportunity, allegedly 
jumped into the victim’s car and 
sped off into Oakland. 

The Alameda victim’s daughter 
said that when police recovered 
her mother’s car they found items 
that belonged to Koug or his alleged 
accomplice. 

Koug faces felony charges that 
include burglary, vehicle theft 
and receiving stolen property. He 
is being held at Santa Rita Jail in 
Dublin in lieu of $130,000 bail. His 
pretrial hearing was set for this 
morning, Feb. 6, at 9:05 a.m.

Google to Run New 
Ferry from Harbor Bay

Dennis Evanosky
Google launched a private ferry 

service from the Harbor Bay ferry 
terminal last Monday. 

According to the Water 
Emergency Transportation 
Authority (WETA), the agency 
that operates San Francisco Bay 
Ferry, the Internet giant is provid-
ing a trial private ferry service 
for five days between the Harbor 
Bay terminal and Redwood City. 
WETA stated in a press release that 
announced the service, Google is 
paying $275 per landing. The trial 
runs through tomorrow. 

This is not the first ferry service 
that the company has offered its 
employees. On Jan. 6, Google start-
ed morning and afternoon service 
for as many as 150 of its employ-
ees aboard the Triumphant from 
San Francisco to Redwood City. 
Google has a contract to run the 
San Francisco-Redwood City route. 
The contract expires tomorrow. 

According to a WETA press 
release Harbor Bay ferry riders’ 
parking will not be affected, nor will 
the service impact the normal ferry 
schedule there. “The Google private 
ferry service can be a complement 
to the public service provided by 
WETA and other Bay Area ferry ser-
vices,” stated Nina Rannells, WETA’s 
executive director.

In an online release announcing 
the trial run, San Francisco Bay 
Ferry stated Google ferry riders 
are not permitted to park in the 
Harbor Bay ferry lot or on adjacent 
neighborhood streets. Google will 
provide separate, off-site parking, 
the release stated. 

Google has begun transport-
ing its employees by water in the 
face growing tensions over buses 
that carry workers to its headquar-
ters in Mountain View. For some 
San Franciscans buses transport-
ing employees from their city to 
Silicon Valley have come to sym-
bolize tech-driven gentrification. 
They are targeting these buses as 
a symptom of what they consider 
an unwanted change in their neigh-
borhoods. These changes include 
a spike in housing costs and evic-
tions as the “haves” move in and 

the less fortunate are forced out.  
Protesters have complained 

about the Google buses using MUNI 
bus stops to pick up passengers. 
Last month, San Francisco’s Board 
of Supervisors voted to charge a 
$1 fee each time the tech com-
panies use one of these stops. 
The fee, which goes into effect on 
July 1, could cost Google as much 
as $100,000 a year. 

The attitude about these buses 
has not been confined to San 
Francisco. 

On Dec. 20, 2013, tension spilled 
over into Oakland when protest-
ers showed up at the MacArthur 
and West Oakland BART stations, 
where private buses were picking 
up Google employees to take them 
to Mountain View. 

According to one eyewitness 
more than 50 protesters swarmed 
a bus picking up Google employ-
ees at the MacArthur BART sta-
tion. These protesters successful-
ly blocked the bus for more than 

30 minutes before officers from 
the Oakland Police Department 
arrived and cleared the street. 
In an incident at Seventh and 
Adeline streets near the West 
Oakland BART station, protesters 
halted a bus and one protester 
hurled a rock that shattered the 
bus’s back window.

Oakland protesters issued a 
manifesto that read in part: “In 
case you’re wondering why this 
happened, we’ll be extremely clear. 
The people outside your Google 
bus serve you coffee, watch your 
kids, have sex with you for money, 
make you food, and are being 
driven out of their neighborhoods. 
While you guys live fat as hogs 
with your free 24/7 buffets, every-
one else is scraping the bottom of 
their wallets, barely existing in this 
expensive world that you and your 
chums have helped create. You are 
not innocent victims. Without you, 
the housing prices would not be 
rising and we would not be facing 
eviction and foreclosure.”

Google buses are not the pro-
testers’ only target. They have also 
stopped buses that are carrying 
Apple employees. These protests 
date back to last May when pro-
testers at Union Square destroyed 
a piñata shaped like a Google bus. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at 
editor@alamedasun.com.

Internet giant’s transport plan draws wrath of protesters

“Parking will not 
be affected, nor 
will the service 
impact the normal 
ferry schedule 
there.” 

—WETA Press Release

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

City leaders want to start sock-
ing away some extra cash to pay 
down Alameda’s growing retiree 
medical debt.

At its Tuesday meeting City 
Council considered signing off on 
a plan to set up a trust fund to pay 
future retirees’ medical bills. The 
city has squir-
reled away a little 
more than $1 mil-
lion over the last 
few years to meet 
unexpected costs 
that didn’t arise 
and is now slated 
to be put into the 
fund.

City Manager 
John Russo has 
called retiree 
medical costs the 
“largest threat” to Alameda’s long-
term financial stability. The city’s 
retiree medical tab for the next 30 
years exceeds $86 million, a bill 
that’s likely to grow as health care 
costs continue to rise.

The city has been operating 
on a pay-as-you-go plan, making 
the minimum required payments 
toward retiree health costs each 
year without paying down future 
liabilities. In 2011-2012 the city paid 
$2.4 million toward retiree medi-
cal benefits, when the amount that 
would have needed to have been 
set aside to meet current and future 
benefit obligations was $7.6 million, 
city staffers said; the minimum pay-
ment due is expected to rise to $4.1 
million by 2015.

Money for the trust fund would 
come from the city’s general fund, 

which covers salaries, benefits and 
some city services, Assistant City 
Manager Liz Warmerdam said in 
response to e-mailed questions will 
decide how much to put into the 
trust fund each year.

Warmerdam said the city’s actu-
ary is studying the impact differ-
ent savings levels may have on 
Alameda’s future retiree health 
liability. The money the city has 

already set aside 
is to be deposited 
after city staffers 
receive a fresh 
accounting of 
what it owes for 
retiree health.

City lead-
ers have been 
looking for 
ways to address 
A l a m e d a ’ s 
unfunded pen-

sion and retiree health liabilities 
since 2008. The market crash that 
struck that year increased cities’ 
already-growing pension costs to 
about $107 million.

A task force made up of finance 
experts, concerned citizens and 
union members suggested in 2012 
that the city find ways to reduce 
retiree medical benefits and also, to 
start putting away money to address 
future costs. Council members pre-
sented with a list of suggestions in 
July — most of whom have received 
campaign contributions and sup-
port from the city firefighters’ union 
— green-lighted the trust fund idea 
but were loath to consider steep 
benefit cuts for police and firefight-
ers that would put their benefits on 
par with other city workers.

City Hall and its public safety 
unions eliminated retiree health care 
coverage for future workers’ spouses 
in 2011, and in 2013 all of the city’s 
workers agreed to shoulder a portion 
of any cost increases for their cur-
rent coverage that the city may face. 
City workers also agreed to pay more 
toward their pensions, and future 
workers will see smaller pensions 
than their predecessors under a state 
pension reform law passed last year.

City Treasurer Kevin Kennedy, 
who has long advocated for city 
leaders to address Alameda’s 
unfunded pension and retiree health 
costs, said setting up a trust fund 
would be a step in the right direc-
tion but not a solution to the fiscal 
problems the unfunded costs pose.

Council Considers Retiree 
Health Trust Fund Plan

City Manager 
John Russo has 
called retiree 
medical costs the 
“largest threat” 
to Alameda’s 
long-term finan-
cial stability.

Courtesy alamedaharborbayferry.com

The Harbor Bay Ferry terminal is located on the west 
coast of Bay Farm Island at one end of the Harbor Bay 
Business Park.

Alameda Landing Tax 
Picture Shaping Up

Dennis Evanosky
On Tuesday, the City Council 

heard the first reading of the 
ordinance that would create the 
Alameda Landing Municipal 
Services District. If the Council 
approves the ordinance as current-
ly written and the current prop-
erty owners approve it, Alameda 
Landing homeowners would pay 
thousands of dollars a year in sup-
plemental property taxes 

The ordinance would base resi-
dents’ tax rates in part on the size 
and type of homes they buy. Under 
the new ordinance commercial 
property owners would pay up to 
$1.54 per square foot. 

The city would use the money 
from the tax to maintain improve-
ments that include landscaping, 

bus shelters and stops, the dis-
trict’s sanitary sewer and storm 
drainage systems, as well as 
streets and roadways, sidewalks 
and public signage. The tax would 
also pay for police and fire ser-
vices. Alameda Landing’s neigh-
bors who live in Bayport across 
Willie Stargell Avenue have been 
part of the Bayport Municipal 
Services District since its creation 
in November 2003 and currently 
pay extra for such services.  

Current plans call for 275 new 
homes at Alameda Landing. These 
would include 91 single-family 
houses, 79 two-story condomini-
ums, 56 townhomes, 26 apartments 
and a 23-unit apartment building. 

In a recent press release Irvine, 
Calif. developer TRI Pointe Homes 

announced that it had acquired 
141 lots at Alameda Landing in 
December 2013. The company stat-
ed that 74 lots would contain con-
dominium and townhome units and 
67 lots would have two- and three-
story single-family detached homes. 
“Sizes will range from 1,000 square 
feet to 3,700 square feet, with pric-
es anticipated to start in the mid 
$900,000s,” TRI Pointe stated. 

The ordinance is sched-
uled for a second reading at the 
Council’s Tuesday, Feb. 18, meet-
ing.  Councilmembers will vote on 
the ordinance at that time. It would 
take effect with the establishment 
of the special district 30 days later 
on March 20. The tax would take 
effect at the beginning of the 2014-
2015 fiscal year on July 1.

Dennis Evanosky

The 80-year-old Santa Cruz Portland Cement Company silos and an impressive ridge 
of dirt waiting to serve as fill serve as backdrop for an Alameda Municipal Power 
crew as they survey Fifth Street with contractors in the heart of Alameda Landing. 
Tuesday City Council considered how to pay for the work at Alameda Landing.
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Sun Staff Reports

Spike of Burglaries Felt
Alameda Police Department 

(APD) detectives are investigating 
five commercial burglaries that APD 
believes may have been committed 
by the same person, an APD spokes-
man said. 

The break-ins took place Sunday, 
Jan. 26 at La Penca Azul, 1440 
Park St.; Papa Murphy’s and the 
Island Cafe, which share a location 
at 1929 Broadway; and Alameda 
Entertainment Associates, 2301 
Central Ave. Similar burglaries were 
reported Jan. 22 at the Sidestreet 
Pho restaurant, 2304 Encinal Ave., 
and the Parrot AT&T store at 2601 
Blanding Ave. 

APD Sgt. Jeff Emmitt of the APD’s 
property crimes unit said the crimes 
share a similar description, with the 
perpetrator using a rock or a hard 
object to smash a glass window or 
door to gain access to the business-
es. The burglar stole mainly cash, 
Emmitt said. In the Papa Murphy’s 
break-in, two cash registers were 
stolen from the restaurant.

Investigators hope to identify 
the suspect through surveillance 
video from the burglary sites, 
according to APD.

Fireboat Christening on Tap
Mayor Marie Gilmore will chris-

ten the city’s new fire boat at 10 
a.m., next Thursday, Feb. 13, at 
Alameda Marina, 1815 Clement Ave. 
The city purchased the boat with 
money from a federal port security 
grant. “Acquiring a fire boat has 
been a priority of the Alameda Fire 
Department’s (AFD) marine opera-
tions program,” said Fire Chief 
Mike D’Orazi. “We need the ability 
to protect and serve the critical 
waterfront infrastructure surround-
ing and adjacent to our Island City.” 

City staff and elected officials 
will attend the christening as 
will regional partners represent-
ing the Port of Oakland, the U.S.  
Coast Guard, the U.S. Navy, the 
Department of Transportation 
Maritime Administration and the 
San Francisco Bay Area Search & 
Rescue Council. 

News 
in Brief

Courtesy photo

The city’s new fireboat.


