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Sun Staff Reports
This year will mark the 20th time 

that the Alameda community has 
supported the American Cancer 
Society through the Relay For Life 
fundraising event.

In 1995, Alameda was the first 
city in the area to host a relay. 
Since then, the events in Alameda 
have raised $1,474,561.49 for can-
cer research and services for those 
affected by cancer. 

The relay is a community camp-
out at which team members walk 
laps around a track, raising money 
and awareness for the fight against 
cancer. During the 24-hour event, 
participants enjoy live music and 
entertainment, games, contests and 
fundraising activities. 

The public is invited to learn 
more at the Relay for Life Kick-Off at 
7 p.m. on Feb. 1 at the Eagles Hall, 
2305 Alameda Ave., featuring the 
Sun Kings, the local Beatles tribute 
band, in concert. Suggested dona-
tion is $15 at the door; doors open 
at 6 p.m. An optional dinner starting 
at 5 p.m. for $15 also benefits Relay 
For Life; email strauss.mj@gmail.
com for dinner reservations.

This year’s Relay for Life in 
Alameda will be held June 21 and 22 
on the Encinal High School track. To 
register, sponsor, volunteer, donate, 
or for more information, visit www.
RelayForLife.org/AlamedaCA or 
contact event chair Lisa Leverton 
at 834-3800.

Two Decades of Helping Out
Alameda first to welcome Relay for Life 20 years ago

Courtesy photo

Cancer survivors wearing purple walk the Survivor Lap, 
the first lap of Relay for Life each year, shown here 
during the 2013 relay in Alameda.

Move Over, Chief
As American Idol contestant, Rolleri’s 
daughter now more famous than he

Norma Pilone
One bright spot in the midst of 

winter is the return of my favorite 
competition show American Idol 
which premiered Jan. 15. 

Each season auditions are held 
in several cities and then excerpts 
are aired. The judges were visi-
bly delighted to meet a promis-
ing young lady during auditions 
in San Francisco: Danville’s own 
17-year-old Rachel Rolleri who just 
happens to be the daughter of 
Alameda’s Chief of Police, Paul 
Rolleri.

After last season’s bizarre ban-
ter between two of the judges 
caused many of the most devoted 
fans to swear off the show for good, 
this season things are looking (and 
warming) up with the talented 
trio of new judges: Jennifer Lopez, 
Keith Urban and Harry Connick, Jr. 

Eligible contestants perform in 
front of the judges by singing an 
exerpt from a song of their choice 
a capella, meaning no band, no 

back-up singers and most often, no 
take two.  

Rachel delivered her own spin 
on “Stay” by Sugarland with a touch 
of blues, a beautiful voice and a 
surprising amount of understated 
confidence for someone her age. 
Rachel received high praise from 
all three judges. As a huge fan of his 
music (thanks in part to her par-
ents), the cherry on top for Rachel 
must have been the compliment 
from Urban on how well she plays 
the guitar.  

The judges’ votes (three yesses) 
earned Rachel the coveted “Golden 
Ticket” upon which she will fly 
straight through to the next round 
of competition in Hollywood — 
what better place for this California 
girl to shine? 

Norma Pilone is a former Alameda 
resident now living in New Jersey, and 
a fan of American Idol. She will be 
following Rachel Rolleri’s progress this 
season with an eye toward references 
to Alameda’s chief of police.
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Rachel Rolleri holds the golden ticket that will take her, 
and, at times, Alameda’s chief of police, to Hollywood. 
Rachel is flanked by her parents, Paul and Karen Rolleri.

Crown Beach Talk 
Draws Thick Crowd

Ana L. Gonzalez
Friends of Crown Beach host-

ed a meeting Wednesday, Jan. 15, 
the Alameda Hospital to kick off 
the campaign to add a proposed 
measure to the November ballot to 
make Neptune Point open space. 

In 2006, the federal government 
stated that they were no longer 
going to use their offices located 
on McKay Avenue. Since then the 
park district has shown an interest 
in buying the property to expand 
Crown Beach. In 2011, The General 
Services Administration hosted an 
auction and Roseville, Calif.-based 
developer Tim Lewis Communities 
(TLC) purchased the property for 
$3.085 million. 

Although escrow has not closed 
on the sale, TLC still has plans to 
build homes on the site. However, 
Eugenie Thomson, Friends of Crown 
Beach steering committee member, 
has pointed out that “you can’t use 
parkland for private gain.” At issue 
is whether is property is parkland 
or multi-family residential. 

The East Bay Regional Park 
District (EBRPD) threatened to sue 
the city when the city rezoned the 
property to multi-family residential 
in 2012. In an October 2012 letter to 
the park district’s general manager 
Robert Doyle, City Manager John 
Russo pointed out that EBRPD 
ignored many of the steps the city 
took to advertise its intention to 
rezone the site. These included 
posting “bright green posters” and 
hosting meetings that Russo stated 
that Doyle and the park district 
“failed to attend.”   

The park district followed 
through and filed a lawsuit against 
the city on Nov. 9, 2012. City 
Attorney Janet Kern immediately 
called the suit “a complete misuse 
of the legal system.” She stated that 
“the city will not be bullied into 
setting aside the Housing Element 
after the full and fair public process 

that lead to its certification by the 
state.”

According to Thomson, the city 
is ignoring the fact that in 2008 vot-
ers passed EBRPD’s Measure WW. 
The measure included $6.5 million 
dollars to expand Crown Beach. 
This means Neptune Point should 
have been rezoned as open space, 
Thomson said. Russo, however, 
stated in his missive to the park 
district that “the subject site was 
identified as a suitable housing site 
in the city’s draft housing element 
in 2008.”  

Those who attended the meet-
ing asked questions and learned 
what is currently happening in the 
case. Thomson said that the attor-
ney for Friends of Crown Beach is 
finalizing the proposed measure. 
Once that is done the organization 
will send the measure to the city 
for review and approval. She said 
she hopes to have the measure to 
the city by the end of January and 
hopes to receive approval by the 
end of February. 

However, the city will have more 
than a month to review the mea-
sure and give it a title. Thomson 
said that once the city approves 
the measure, Friends of Crown 
Beach will make copies so its mem-
bers can talk to the community and 
petition voters for signatures. 

Friends of Crown Beach must 
collect 6,000 signatures before 
the deadline, which, according to 
Thomson, is April 6. The city will 
then have 60 days to verify the 
signatures. 

Joyce Larrick, a community 
member and volunteer, asked if the 
Friends will train those who volun-
teer to gather signatures. Another 
supporter asked how much money 
the campaign would cost. Thomson 
said the organization will train the 
signature gatherers and the cam-
paign would cost between $15,000 
and $20,000. 

Steering committee member 
Gretchen Lipow said that Friends of 
Crown Beach has already received 
$5,000 from different supporters. 
This money covered part of the 
attorney’s fee, she said. Other 
money collected will help purchase 
signs and flyers. 

Lipow and Thomson said that 
there are many ways that the com-
munity can get involved and sup-
port the measure. These include 
donating money and volunteering 
as signature gatherers. Thomson 
also suggested that voters call 
and Representative Barbara Lee 
and senators Dianne Feinstein and 
Barbara Boxer. 

She also recommended visit-
ing www.friendsofcrownbeach.
com. “We are going to make this 
project happen,” said Thomson 
of expanding Crown Beach. She 
believes with the help of the com-
munity the measure will make 
it to the November ballot and 
will pass. She also believes that 
this project will benefit the future 
generations and the community 
of Alameda.

The lawsuit (case number RG 
126555 685) is moving forward in 
Superior Court, Judge Evelio Grillo 
presiding. The parties last met on 
Dec. 17, 2013, and a case manage-
ment conference is scheduled for 
1:30 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 13, in 
Department 31 on the second floor 
of the U.S. Post Office Building, 201 
13th St. in Oakland. 

Dennis Evanosky contributed to 
this story. 

‘Friends’ plan strategy to take back shoreline parkland

Election 2014: A Few 
Early Hats in the Ring

Linda Weinstock

East Bay Regional Park District board member Doug Siden addressed the Jan. 15 
meeting hosted by Friends of Crown Beach at Alameda Hospital. 

City Attorney 
Janet Kern imme-
diately called the 
suit “a complete 
misuse of the legal 
system.”

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

Candidates for an array of local 
races are beginning to stake their 
claims for a place on the November 
ballot. A handful of candidates 
have formally signaled their inten-
tions to run, while others have 
kicked off fundraising efforts for 
to-be-announced campaigns.

Campaign finance records show 
that Mayor Marie Gilmore has 
begun raising money to campaign 
for a second term. Jane Sullwold, a 
2012 council candidate, has a fund 
for a 2014 run set up but said that 
it’s “extremely unlikely” she’ll run 
for one of the two open council 
seats this fall.

Councilman Stewart Chen, 
who was elected to complete Rob 
Bonta’s unexpired term in 2012, 
confirmed in an e-mail that he 
plans to run for a four-year term 
this November. Records show that 
Chen received some contributions 
during the first half of 2013.

Lena Tam, who will be termed 
out of her council seat this year 
after eight years on the dais, has 
filed paperwork to run for a seat 
on the BART board. She’s chal-
lenging one-term incumbent Robert 
Raburn for his seat, which rep-
resents Alameda, parts of Oakland 
and San Leandro.

Tam, an engineer who works as 
manager of water resources plan-
ning for the East Bay Municipal 
Utility District, touted budget-bal-
ancing experience, work forging 
collaboration between the city’s 
labor unions and management and 
advocacy for transit-oriented proj-
ects as tools she would bring to 
bear as a BART board member. 

She said she supports a BART 
spur line in Alameda, though she 
said she would also need to “eval-
uate its cost-effectiveness in com-
parison to other options”

Mike McMahon has said pub-
licly that he plans to run for a 
fourth term on Alameda’s Board of 
Education, while board president 
Margie Sherratt said she hasn’t yet 
decided whether she will seek a 
second term. Another candidate, 
Solana Henneberry, confirmed 
Thursday that she intends to run.

Henneberry, a special education 
teacher and mother of three, said 
she would work to make sure stu-
dents and teachers have the mate-
rials and support they need to suc-
ceed in the transition to Common 
Core standards if elected. She said 
she would apply “common sense 
solutions” to the district’s problems.

Three members of the Alameda 
Health Care District board, which 
oversees Alameda Hospital, will 
also be up for a vote, though the 
board’s duties will be diminished 
as Alameda Health System takes 
over day-to-day operation of the 
hospital. 

Assemblyman Rob Bonta has 
been fundraising aggressively to 
retain his 18th District perch in the 
statehouse; he raised more than 
$266,000 in his first six months 
in office and made a big e-mail 
push to potential donors during 
the final days of the year. The 
county’s elections website doesn’t 
list any challengers yet (save San 
Francisco Assemblyman Phil Ting, 
who is actually running in the next 
district over).

The official nomination period 
for local offices starts July 14, but 
campaign finance filings can offer 
a window on who’s in the running. 
Campaign contribution and expen-
diture forms for the second half 
of 2013 are due at the end of this 
month, and they may offer addi-
tional clues to who and what will 
be on Alamedans’ ballots on Nov. 5.

Read more Alameda news at 
http://webh.it/alamedasun.


