
Ekene Ikeme
Alameda High School student 

Sulaiman Hameed accepted a col-
lege football scholarship to Wash-
ington State University (WSU) Mon-
day, Jan. 6. The high school senior 
chose the Cougars over offers from 
Arizona State and UNLV.

“I felt like they (WSU) had my 
best interest at heart,” said Ha-
meed who played cornerback, wide 
receiver and running back for the 
Hornets. “I felt they didn’t just look 
at me as just a football player, but 
as a student and as a person. I felt 
like this was the best school for me 
to go to where I can develop as an 
overall person.”

Hameed was also grateful of 
WSU for sticking with him through 
his most difficult time. 

“They’ve been really loyal to me 
during my injury,” said Hameed. “I 
really appreciated that.”

After Hameed’s stellar sopho-
more season in the fall of 2011, in 
which he garnered recognition from 
prominent college football programs 
like University of Alabama and Or-
egon, Hameed eagerly awaited his 
junior year in 2012 to earn more at-
tention from colleges and lead his 
Hornets to the North Coast Section 
playoffs. However, Hameed’s junior 
season ended before it ever began 
when he tore his anterior cruciate 

ligament in his left knee at practice 
three weeks before the season start-
ed. The injury sidelined Hameed for 
his entire junior season and the be-
ginning of his senior year. 
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Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

More than a decade ago, Oak-
land’s city attorney sued Alameda 
over plans to redevelop Alameda 
Point. In the suit, his office claimed 
Alameda’s analysis of the proposed 
development’s impacts failed to 
adequately study and propose solu-
tions for the traffic it would pump 
into Oakland’s Chinatown neighbor-
hood.

Today that one-time city attor-
ney, John Russo, is spearheading 
efforts to redevelop the Point as Al-
ameda’s city manager. And as Alam-
eda finalizes a new study of the de-
velopment’s potential impacts, he is 
facing some of the same charges he 
lodged in his 2003 suit.

In a pair of letters, Oakland’s top 
planner and a coalition of China-
town groups said Alameda’s plans 
for 1,425 homes and 8,900 jobs at 
Alameda Point will create more traf-
fic and pollution in Chinatown than 
the Island’s recently released analy-
sis of the proposed development’s 
impacts lets on. And they said Alam-
eda needs to propose and fund fixes 
that will diminish traffic and keep 
Chinatown’s pedestrians safe.

“The redevelopment of Alameda 
Point is important to all of us in the 
Bay Area. However, it should not 
proceed at the expense of China-
town,” the Oakland Chinatown Co-
alition wrote.

But Russo now says that his for-
mer legal complaint against Alam-
eda is “moot” because Oakland is 
planning so much development in 
the vicinity of Chinatown — about 
15,000 new homes and tens of thou-
sands of new jobs — that the im-
pacts of developing Alameda Point 
will be inconsequential in compari-
son.

“They’re positing 10 times as 
much housing,” Russo said. “Why 
pick on us?”

Alameda, meanwhile, has fired 
its own salvo at Oakland, accusing 
that city of inadequately address-
ing the same traffic and pedestrian 
safety concerns in its analysis of the 
impacts of a planned development 
near the Lake Merritt BART station 
— even as officials from both cities 
say they need to work together to 
solve the traffic problems develop-
ment will cause.

Despite the concerns, Alameda 
is pressing ahead with its efforts to 
certify the analysis, which will be 
used to inform the City Council’s 
plans for the Point. And city staffers 
are pushing to win approval from 
the Planning Board and council of 
a host of planning documents, in-
cluding the environmental impact 
report that would put many of the 
development approvals a builder 
would need in place. The Planning 
Board will discuss its recommenda-
tions on the documents on Monday, 
while the council is expected to 
consider approval on Feb. 4.

But the settlement agreement 
Russo’s former office negotiated 
with Alameda allows either city to 
terminate it as of April — perhaps 
increasing the chance that Alameda 

could face a lawsuit seeking to stall 
the Point project.

“Anyone can bring a suit. That’s 
always a danger,” Russo said.

Critics in both Oakland and Al-
ameda have blasted as unrealistic 
the city’s analysis of traffic conges-
tion Point development could cre-
ate on both sides of the estuary. 
Specifically, they have seized on 
a chart deep in the environmental 
impact report’s appendices show-
ing that a completed Point devel-
opment will feed just eight cars 
an hour through the Posey Tube 
during morning rush hour and that 
traffic across three of the Island’s 
four bridges will decline — results 
they have called “counterintuitive” 
and “unimaginable.”

They also questioned the model 
used by the city to forecast future 
traffic, which anticipated that com-
muters faced with backups at the 
Posey Tube would drive across Al-
ameda to cross at its bridges instead.

Both the coalition and Oakland’s 
planning and building director, Ra-
chel Flynn, expressed dismay that 
the analysis fails to offer solutions 
for lessening traffic impacts at eight 
Oakland intersections where they 
are expected to be significant, in-
cluding three in Chinatown. Flynn 
said fees generated by the Point de-
velopment should help fund pedes-
trian improvements in the affected 
Oakland areas.

Russo said the Point study’s 
impact findings in Oakland were 
based on Oakland’s studies for its 

own development plans, which say 
they would generate “significant and 
unavoidable” traffic impacts at the 
same intersections highlighted in the 
traffic analysis for Alameda Point. 

Those developments include 
the planned Brooklyn Basin devel-
opment, which would put 3,100 
homes and 200,000 square feet of 
retail space on Oakland’s side of 
the estuary; and a second effort, to 
build about 4,900 new homes and 7 
million square feet of commercial 
and institutional space near Lake 
Merritt BART.

Alameda’s city staffers have ac-
cused Oakland of using a double 
standard in determining what level 
of traffic causes a significant impact 
and when fixes are needed.

“(W)e are concerned that the 
City of Oakland changes its stan-
dards on a regular basis to accom-
modate its planning or political 
agenda,” Alameda City Planner An-
drew Thomas wrote in a Dec. 19 let-
ter commenting on a similar review 
of planned development around the 
Lake Merritt BART station.

While Chinatown groups that 
have taken issue with Alameda’s 
plans to redevelop its former Na-
val air station, they appear to 

Alameda, Oakland 
in Fight over Traffic

Eric J. Kos

Traffic from Alameda heads into Oakland via the Webster Tube. Alameda’s traffic is 
expected to spike as Alameda Point develops and Oakland will begrudgingly have 
to absorb the impact. 
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“Anyone can bring 
a suit. That’s 
always a danger.”

— City Manager John Russo

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Fire Department 

(AFD) is hosting its first Citizens 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
training for 2014. Enrollment is 
now open for the six-part program, 
which will begin on Saturday, Jan. 
25. 

The program provides Alameda 
residents and business employees 
with training that increases self-suf-
ficiency in a disaster. Participants 
learn skills that enable them to as-
sist their families and neighbors 
while becoming more disaster re-
silient. The basic training courses 
are through a nationwide program 
funded by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). Al-
ameda firefighters will instruct the 
classes. 

Upon completion, trainees are 
eligible for swearing in as certified 

disaster service workers. They will 
receive emergency kits, hard hats, 
uniform vests and backpacks. They 
will be assigned to one of the four 
CERT districts in Alameda depend-
ing on where they live or work. 
They are also encouraged to work 
with existing neighborhood or 
work-related teams.

Experienced CERT graduates 
also conduct additional training 
classes and exercises, which in-
clude urban and building search 
and rescue and radio communica-
tions

Graduates are invited to be on 
CERTs on-call team to assist AFD 
and the Alameda Police Depart-
ment with non-disaster problem. 

Some of these assignments in-
clude:

Searching for missing persons: 

Become a CERT Volunteer

CERT: Page 10

Ekene Ikeme
Concerns a warehouse and 

trucking company in Alameda will 
transport hazardous material in-
cluding nuclear toxins into the city 
are overexaggerated said the com-
pany owner.

Bob Haydari, owner of BOBAC 
CFS Corp, said Alameda residents 
should not be worried that his 
company signed a tentative agree-
ment with the U.S. Customs and 
Border Patrol (CBP) Anti-Terrorism 
Contraband Enforcement Team last 
summer to become one of two ware-
house facilities — along with West 
Oakland-based North America 3PL  
— designated as cargo examination 
stations for suspicious cargo enter-
ing the Bay Area. The agreement 
was hashed out last summer, but an 
official contract has yet to be signed.

“There is nothing to worry 
about,” said 
H a y d a r i , 
whose com-
pany is lo-
cated near 
Target. “I’m 
60 years old, I 
work with my 
wife, and two 
kids, I would not do this if I thought 
this job was dangerous.”

Haydari said each cargo truck is 
thoroughly vetted before it leaves 
the Port of Oakland.

“There are so many methods 
of inspection these containers go 
through before they leave the port,” 
said Haydari. “Most go through x-
ray scanning and 100 percent of the 
containers are screened for radia-
tion before they leave the port.”

Some Alameda residents are 
concerned the containers would 
pose potential environmental 
risks to the city when they would 
be transported from the Port of 
Oakland to Alameda. In November, 
Alameda resident Irma Garcia-Sin-
clair handed out fliers in front of 
the new Target warning residents 
of the dangers these potentially 
hazardous materials could have on 
the city. 

“I recently became aware that 
US CBP is now sending all suspect 
cargo under the Anti-Terrorism and 
Contraband Enforcement Team (A-
CET) from the Port of Oakland to the 
West End for examination,” wrote 
Garcia-Sinclair in a letter to differ-
ent media outlets. “This is high-risk 
cargo that may contain weapons of 
mass destruction, radioactive mate-
rials, explosives and other hazard-
ous materials under the program.”

But Haydari believes the fear 
residents have has come from a ri-
val company spreading lies to ruin 
the new agreements with CBP after 
its own agreement was voided.

Pacific Coast Customs (PCC) 
was the previous facility that held 
cargo screened by CBP’s A-CET. 
However, the company lost its con-
tract when they and the city of Oak-
land could not come up with a new 
lease agreement for the warehouse 
space it operated out of at the Oak-
land Army Base. 

“They lost the contract,” said 
Haydari. “I believe PCC is getting 
into the ears of people in Oak-
land to sabotage the deal for 3PL. 
They’re like ‘if we’re going down, 
we’re taking everyone down with 
us,’ and it might work.”

Haydari said PCC first started 
telling residents in Oakland that 

3PL would 
house haz-
ardous tox-
ins. This led 
an Oakland 
cont ingent , 
the West 
Oakland En-
vironmental 

Indicators Project (WOEIP), to pro-
test 3PL as a cargo examining sta-
tion because of supposed health 
risks. Eventually, city of Oakland’s 
zoning division issued a ruling in 
December forbidding 3PL from 
establishing the station at the old 
Horizon Beverage plant in West 
Oakland. In a letter dated Wednes-
day, Dec. 18, city Zoning Manager 
Scott Miller told 3PL CEO Tom Hen-
derson that his business was for-
bidden to conduct inspections of 
hazardous or unknown materials. 

“I understand that the facility is 
an Anti-Terrorism Contraband En-
forcement Team (inspection site),” 
Miller said. “The city would not be 
able to issue a zoning clearance for 
the proposed facility.” 

3PL has until Jan. 13 to appeal 
the city’s ruling. Haydari said PCC’s 
lies are why 3PL is having trouble 
with zoning clearances. He also 
maintained the city of Alameda has 
nothing to worry about.

“The things we’ve inspected 
since last summer have no hazard-
ous materials,” he said. “It’s mainly 
clothing.” 

The CBP Customs Examination 
Station at the Oakland Army Base 
cite inspected 300 trucks a month, 
according to the Oakland Post. 

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

Hazardous Waste on 
West End Not Likely
Suspicious cargo to be examined here 
if official contract receives approval

It is unclear when 
or even if potentially 
hazardous material 
will be shipped to the 
Alameda Point site. 

Dennis Evanosky
Friends of Crown Beach 

and the Alameda Citizens Task 
Force will host a meeting next 
Wednesday, Jan. 15, at Alameda 
Hospital, 2070 Clinton Ave. 

The groups plan to discuss 
their petition to put a measure 
on the November ballot. 

If the measure appears on 
the ballot and passes, it could 
force the city’s hand to rezone 
former federal government 
property on McKay Avenue as 
open space. 

In a letter emailed to constit-
uents last summer Vice-Mayor 
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft stated 

the city rezoned the property 
in question from government 
office to residential “as part of 
its attempt to comply with state 
housing laws by completing the 
Housing Element of our General 
Plan.” 

Ashcraft pointed out that 
the state required the city to 
identify parcels where housing, 
including affordable housing, 
could be built and one of these 
parcels was federal government 
property on McKay Avenue. 

She also stated in the letter 
that the city faced significant 
penalties from the state and 

Friends of Crown Beach Host 
Meeting to Discuss Crab Cove
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