
Vol. 13  No. 14
January 2, 2014

Alameda Sun 
is a publication of 

Stellar Media Group, Inc. 
3215J Encinal Ave. 
Alameda, CA 94501

News: (510) 263-1470
Ads: (510) 263-1471
Fax: (510) 263-1473

CONTENTS
HOMETOWN NEWS . . . . 2

LOCAL HAPPENINGS . . 4

NIGHTLIFE . . . . . . . . . . 4

SPORTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

CLASSIFIED  . . . . . . . . . 7

OPINION . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

PUZZLES . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

For breaking news and 
other content, visit

www.                              .com

HOMETOWN
Fire Wire 
page 2
Police Blotter 
page 3

All the doings of 
Island safety and 

law personnel

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 07:25 17:01
Jan. 3 07:25 17:02
Jan. 4 07:25 17:03
Jan. 5 07:25 17:04
Jan. 6 07:25 17:05
Jan. 7 07:25 17:05
Jan. 8 07:25 17:06

Alameda Sun

JoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko

Locally Owned, Community Oriented

LOCAL HAPPENINGS
A rose is a rose...  Page 4

Help trim Lincoln Park roses 
and other local events.

SPORTS
Vipers  Page 5

Local basketball team is 
awfully hard to beat.

IT’S SCIENCE 
FICTION DAY!

OPINION
Letters  Page 8

As 2013 comes to a close, 
local residents write in.

PUZZLES
Crossword           Page 9
Sharpen your pencils for that 
famed newspaper tradition.

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

Chan Addresses Poverty
The City of Alameda Democratic 

Club will host a talk by Alameda 
County Supervisor Wilma Chan 
at Alameda Hospital, Conference 
Room A, 2070 Clinton Ave. 

Chan will discuss the county’s 
“New War on Poverty,” and cover 
the effect the latest recession on 
state and federal budgets has had 
on the community. The event is 
scheduled from 7 to 8:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Jan. 8; it is free and open 
to the public. 

Mastick Presents 
‘Interview Drill’

See yourself in a new way. Make 
a New Year’s resolution to pres-
ent your job skills with poise and 
confidence. Help for serious job 
seekers over 50 continues in 2014 
on Saturday mornings from 10 a.m. 
to noon on Saturdays Jan. 11, 18 
and 25 at Mastick Senior Center, 
Room D, 1155 Santa Clara Ave. Job 
seekers can ask to be videotaped 
for no charge.

Job seekers should bring three 
copies of their resumes and three 
copies of a description of the jobs 
they want to apply for. 

This class is paced to give par-
ticipants a chance to role play also 
as a both hiring manager and as 
an observer. The interview drill is 
held in a business-like atmosphere, 
so come dressed for success. The 
class is limited to 12 students.

The sessions provide an oppor-
tunity for job seekers to practice 
their interviewing skills in circum-
stances similar to those they will 
encounter in a real job interview.

Participants consistently 
report that the experience of the 
interview drill both before and 
during the session feels like the 
real thing. As one participant 
noted afterwards, “going into an 
interview with the skills I practice 
in the interview drill lets me make 
a good impression.” They said 
that the practice and free video 
boosts their chances of landing 
a job. 

To learn more about the inter-
view drill, visit www.theinterview 
drill.org.

Participation is open to ages 50 
or older. While it is free, donations 
are welcome. Those interested in 
participating should register online 
or contact Mastick in person or 
at 747-7506, before 3 p.m. on the 
Friday preceding each session.

Robbers Strike Twice
Just after 9 a.m., Monday, Dec. 

30, two men, one brandishing a 
handgun, reportedly robbed the 
Cosmprof beauty supply store, 
2615 Blanding Ave., Suite G, in 
the Bridgeside Shopping Center. 
According to the Alameda Police 
Department (APD) this marks the 
second time in eight days that the 
store has fallen prey to armed rob-
bers. A similar robbery took place 
on Sunday, Dec. 22, APD reports. 

When the robbers entered the 
store on Dec. 30 one ordered an 
employee to open the store’s cash 
register, while the other told a sec-
ond employee to open the safe. The 
robbers fled on foot with money 
from the cash register and the safe. 
No one was injured during the rob-
bery. 

Detectives are investigating 
whether the two robberies are 
related.

Daysog to Hold 
Office Hours Tonight

Councilman Tony Daysog 
will hold office hours this eve-
ning, Thursday, Jan. 2, from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. at the Blue Danube 
Coffee House, 1333 Park St. He 
will be available to answer ques-
tions and offer comments on city 
issues. He will also be available 
at the Alameda Farmers’ Market 
the following Saturday, Jan. 4, 
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. Contact 
Daysog at 747-4726 or tdaysog@
alamedaca.gov.

Navy League Crab Feed Set
The Navy League of the United 

States Oakland, Alameda and Lake 
Merritt councils annouced their 
fourth annual crab feed and auc-
tion will take place Saturday, Jan. 
11. The event is a major fundraiser 
providing support to the sea ser-
vices: U.S. Navy, U.S. Marines, U.S. 
Coast Guard, U.S. Flag Merchant 
Marines and the Sea Cadets. 

To find out more, call 749-9175.

KPPF Consulting Engineers/Roma Design Group

This sketch shows one of the possible configurations for the ferry facility, which will be 
located near the USS Hornet and the MARAD ready reserve fleet at Alameda Point.

Point Ferry Facility 
Hearing on Monday

Richard Bangert
A public hearing is scheduled 

next Monday evening, Jan. 6, in 
San Francisco to take comments 
on the proposed facility for the San 
Francisco Bay ferries at Alameda 
Point. At that time, the Bay 
Conservation and Development 
Commission (BCDC) Design Review 
Board will host its first hearing 
to determine if the project com-
plies with its guidelines. These 
include ensuring maximum public 
shoreline access, preserving scenic 
views and enhancing the shoreline 
visual experience through appro-
priate design appearance.

Located on Hornet Avenue at 
Ferry Point Road near the U.S.S. 
Hornet on a four-acre site to be 
leased from the City of Alameda, 
the facility will service and main-
tain ferries owned by the Water 
Emergency Transit Authority 
(WETA) operating in the Central 
Bay. The project will include a 
70-foot-tall, four-story building for 
maintenance, dispatch, and admin-
istrative tasks, a service yard and 
floating berthing facilities for 12 
vessels. Demolition of the old rec-
reational dock and retaining wall, 
and dredging of the berthing area 
at the site is scheduled to begin in 
the summer of 2014.

A variety of activities will take 
place at the facility, including refu-
eling ferries from new underground 
fuel tanks, bilge and sewer pump-
out, fluid replenishment, repair 
and replacement of vessel equip-
ment, trash disposal, cleaning and 

painting of vessels and storage and 
replenishment of concessionary 
items for passengers. 

WETA, in consultation with 
BCDC staff, proposes enhance-
ments to the adjacent park area 
owned by the city. The proposal 
that BCDC is seeking comment 
on would realign and extend the 
existing Bay Trail so that it better 
serves as a connection to the U.S.S. 
Hornet Museum and the existing 
public access areas through the 
maritime ship site to the Seaplane 
Lagoon. Approximately 100 feet of 
the existing trail and path would be 
removed and replaced with approx-
imately 145 feet of new 10-foot wide 
trail and path.

According to the BCDC staff 
report, “In addition, a new 17-foot-
wide extension of the Bay Trail 
would be constructed along the 
289-foot northern length of the 
project site along Hornet Avenue. 
This portion of the trail would 
include a two-foot-wide landscaped 
area adjacent to the project site, 12 
new street trees in 3-foot by 6-foot 
tree wells adjacent to a 6-inch curb 
and an 11.5-foot-wide pedestrian 
and bicycle trail. Beyond this area 
and through the Hornet and United 
States Marine Administration 

(MARAD) ready reserve fleet, sig-
nage would indicate the route for 
pedestrians and bicyclists.”

According to the report, 6,850 
square feet of the park would be 
landscaped between the realigned 
trail and the project site, including 
irrigated turf and low lush planting 
with a break in the landscaping 
provided to create windows into 
the work yard. Interpretive signage 
would describe the unique work-
ing waterfront activities. Nine trees 
in three clusters are proposed to 
better define the spatial qualities 
of the setting and to provide shade 
and visual interest.

In addition, six benches are 
planned along the shoreline. 
Opposite the benches will be an 
interpretive sign describing the 
role and function of the WETA 
berthing facilities.

The hearing, which begins at 
6:30 p.m., will be held at the State 
of California Building, 455 Golden 
Gate Ave., in the BCDC McAteer-
Petris Conference Room, Suite 
10600. For information contact 
Ellen Miramontes at (415) 352-3643 
or ellenm@bcdc.ca.gov.

Alameda resident Richard 
Bangert writes the online Alameda 
Point Environmental Report.

Year in Review 2013
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The cleanup of the Oakland Estuary went full 
steam ahead in 2013. On Nov. 4 crews raised 
the 105-foot steel tugboat, which an urban legend 
had dubbed “Captain Al,” from the estuary. Other 
sunken vessels also saw the light of day during 
the operation. They included the tugboat Respect, 
which had kept “Captain Al” company in the 
murky waters near the Park Street Bridge.  

Part Two
July

Alamedans enjoyed their 
Fourth of July, which included, of 
course, the annual mayor’s parade. 
The Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) 
wasn’t running too rapidly. A strike 
brought the entire system to a halt, 
sending Island City residents scur-
rying for the ferries. 

Development at Alameda 
Landing took a step forward when 
the Planning Board approved the 
design for the Target-anchored 
shopping center. The developer 
Catellus stated that it hopes to 
have the entire center in full oper-
ation by this coming summer. 

An armed robbery turned 
deadly at Bonfaire market on 
High Street. An off-duty sheriff’s 
deputy who happened to be in 
the store shot and killed one of 
the alleged robbers. 

August
“Operation Cleanup” began in 

earnest on the Oakland Estuary. 
The $13 million operation 
planned to remove abandoned 
commercial vessels, clean up 
debris and remove rotting piers. 
Crews identified almost 75 sites 
that contained everything from 
illegal marine debris above the 
surface to vessels sunk below. 

Neglect on the 600 block of 
Taylor Avenue called attention 
to one of Alameda’s founders. 
Property owner Samuel Huie 
allowed a home built by Gideon 
Aughinbaugh to deteriorate to 
the point that it drew the ire of 
the neighbors and the attention 
of the city. The 1879 structure 
and its surrounding property 
resembled a war zone. 

September
Ron Cowan’s Harbor Bay 

Isle Associates (HBIA) unveiled 
its plans for a new fitness club 
on North Loop Road. HBIA told 
the city that it planned to build 
homes at the site of the 35-year-
old Harbor Bay Club on Pack 
Landing Road. The idea drew 
immediate opposition from 
many Harbor Bay residents. 

The City Council considered 
a proposal to pour $1.5 million 
into the school district’s swim-
ming pools. The money was 
needed to shore up what a con-
sultant called “aging and deterio-
rating” facilities. 

October
The idea of running the 

Chinese flag up a pole at City Hall 
raised the ire of the local Tibetan 
community. Tibetans turned out 
in protest and forced the cancel-
lation of the ceremony. 

The East Bay Regional Park 
District announced that it was 
spending some $5.7 million to 
restore the beach and its sand 
dunes along Shore Line Drive. The 
project aimed to bring the beach 
back to its 1987 footprint with 
some 82,600 cubic yards of sand. 

Encinal High School made 
certain that the Island Bowl 
Trophy would stay put when the 
Encinal Jets football team beat 
its crosstown rival Alameda High 
School 14-10 at the Nail House. 

November
Folks at the foot of Grand 

Street are now able to take a 
deeper breath of fresh air after 
Pennzoil-Quaker State demol-
ished 36 oil tanks on its prop-
erty in anticipation of 78 homes 
planned for the site.

Crews pulled a 105-foot-
long steel tug from its watery 
grave in the waters near the 
Park Street Bridge. The Oakland 
Police Department dubbed the 
nameless vessel “Captain Al.” It 
had lain on the bottom of the 
Oakland Estuary for 15 years. 

The Pacific Pinball Museum 
announced its intention to move 
into the long-closed Carnegie 
Library across from City Hall. 
If all goes as planned the now-
dormant library would become 
home to the museum’s collec-
tion of around 1,000 machines. 

December
HBIA switched gears and 

announced it wants to build a 
hotel at the present-day site of 
the Harbor Bay Club. The devel-
oper originally submitted plans 
to build homes on the site. 

The Alameda Unified School 
District announced plans to 
place a bond on the November 
ballot to update, among other 
things, plumbing and heating. 

Alameda Municipal Power 
(AMP) announced that its gener-
al manager Girish Balachandran 
was departing for Riverside. City 
Manager John Russo appointed 
Ronald Stassi to serve as AMP’s 
interim general manager. 

Ekene Ikeme
Alameda firefighters responded 

to a pair of residential fires that 
caused significant building dam-
age and displaced a tenant last 
Sunday, Dec. 29. 

Alameda Fire Department (AFD) 
received a call about a small fire 
around 8:39 a.m. Sunday morn-
ing. The blaze occurred at an 
abandoned two-story apartment 
building on the 100 block of West 
Stardust Place, according to AFD 
Capt. James Colburn. Fire crews 
responded to a report of smoke 
coming from the building and 
found a small fire on the second 
floor, Colburn said. Firefighters put 
the blaze out quickly before the 
fire could spread. The building’s 
second floor sustained damages. 
No one was in the building when 
the fire started.

The second, and more damag-
ing, fire took place Sunday night. 
AFD received a report of a fire at a 
home around 6:10 p.m. on the 400 
block of Haight Avenue, according 
to an AFD press release. It went 

on to say a ceiling fan had fallen to 
the floor, which resulted in burn-
ing embers causing the home to 
catch fire. 

When firefighters arrived they 
used a thermal imaging camera to 
locate the fire in the attic of the 
home, officials said. Firefighters 
then simultaneously ventilated the 
roof and removed the ceiling to 
reach the flames. Firefighters were 
able to confine the damaged area 
to the second-floor living room and 
roof. 

AFD said the fire was electri-
cal in nature. A total of 18 fire-
fighters responded to the second 
blaze. Alameda Municipal Power 
also arrived to inspect the damage 
to the home’s electrical system. 
The power could not be restored 
to the property due to damage to 
the home’s electrical wiring. As a 
result, the tenant had to be dis-
placed. 

The fire caused an estimated 
$50 to $55,000 in damages, Colburn 
said. No firefighters or civilians 
were injured in either fire. 

The project will include a 70-foot-tall 
four-story building for maintenance, 
dispatch, and administrative tasks, 
a service yard, and floating berthing 
facilities for 12 vessels. 

Alameda could become key water transportation hub

Firefighters Battle 
Dual Blazes Sunday


