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Alameda Museum a�ords our guests an 
invaluable glimpse into the City of  Alameda’s 

spectacular and often glamorous history. Our 
displays chronicle the story of  our City 
from the Native Ohlone, ship-building, the 
railroads, Neptune Beach, on through the 
20th century. Come see our newest exhibits 

in our recently renovated and expanded 
space. Bring your family, tour the museum and 

learn about our history!

Alameda Museum is located at 2324 Alameda Ave. in 
Alameda, just o� Park St.  We are open Wednesday – 
Sunday from 1:30 – 4PM, Saturday 11AM – 4PM. 
Admission is Free.
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Historical Monument #26, The Meyers 
House was built in 1897 by architect Henry 
Meyers. Located on a tree-lined residential 
street, the grounds o�er a beautiful and 
unique period venue for you to visit and 
enjoy local history. Your admission includes 
a docent- guided tour, a visit to a large 
display of  Alameda house styles and details, 
and a glimpse into Henry Meyers’ studio.

The Meyers House and Gardens are located at 
2021 Alameda Ave. in Alameda. We are open 
to the public once per month, on the fourth 
Saturday, from 1 – 4PM. Admission is $5.

Learn more at AlamedaMuseum.org or Facebook.com/AlamedaMuseum
Become a member at AlamedaMuseum.org/Join

The disconnect in the east lies 
with a decision that future president 
Abraham Lincoln made in 1859. In the 
west we have to look at the creation 
of three short-line railroads in the 
1860s: The San Francisco & Alameda, 
the San Francisco & Oakland and the 
San Francisco & San Jose. Despite 
their names, tracks on the Alameda 
and Oakland lines did not carry pas-
sengers to San Francisco. The San 
Jose line did, and its directors — 
Peter Donahue, Timothy Dame and 
Henry Newhall — had big plans. 

They knew that, soon enough, 
transcontinental trains would arrive 
in Sacramento. They were going to 
build a railroad from San Jose to 
meet those trains. Donahue, Dame 
and Newhall were convinced that 
they would become wealthy men 
with their trains carrying transcon-
tinental railroad passengers directly 
from Sacramento through San Jose 
and on to San Francisco.  

Their workers began laying tracks 
in San Jose and made it as far as 
Vallejo Mills (near today’s Niles). Then, 
in the midst of the nearby canyon that 
Alameda Creek had carved, the men 
with the big plans ran out of money. 
The Big Four — Collis Huntington, 
Leland Stanford, Mark Hopkins and 
Charles Crocker — took charge. They 
learned that Alfred A. Cohen, the 
owner of the Alameda short-line, had 
built his railroad to Hayward.

They also knew that Cohen’s uncle 

by marriage Rodman Gibbons owned 
not only the Oakland short-line but 
the wharf where that line met San 
Francisco Bay. Cohen convinced the 
Big Four to abandon the San Jose 
route to San Francisco and use the two 
short lines in Alameda and Oakland. 
The Big Four agreed. There would be 
no direct rail route to San Francisco. 

Oakland wasn’t good enough, 
not far enough, though. The railroad 
men tried to reach San Francisco 
by rail again; they failed again. The 
Big Four wanted to build a railroad 
bridge using Yerba Buena Island as 
an anchor. Locals knew the place 
as “Goat Island” and dubbed the 
attempt the “Goat Island Grab.” The 
United States government owned 

the island. Troops arrived to dis-
courage the railroaders’ scheme. 
The military remains on “Goat 
Island” to this day. 

Further east, despite Lincoln’s 
decision to award Council Bluffs the 
prestige of becoming the home of the 
transcontinental railroad’s eastern 
terminus, the Union Pacific Railroad 
began building tracks just across 
the Missouri River from Council 
Bluffs at Omaha, Neb. Either delib-
erately or for lack of funds the Union 
Pacific neglected to build an import-
ant element to connect Omaha with 
now-President Lincoln’s chosen ter-
minus at Council Bluffs — a bridge. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda Sun co-publisher and 

historian Dennis Evanosky plans to 
celebrate the 150th anniversary of the 
arrival of the transcontinental railroad 
in Alameda and Oakland next fall with 
a 20-minute documentary that will 
share this story and introduce the 
characters involved in these shenan-
igans. The documentary will lay out 
the failed plans to bring the trans-
continental railroad directly into San 
Francisco and early (1849!) schemes 
for a San Francisco-San Jose rail line. 

Meet Peter Donahue, Timothy 
Dame and Henry Newhall as their 
crews begin laying tracks from 
San Jose to Sacramento.  Get to 
know Alfred A. Cohen and his Uncle 
Rodman as they carved their routes 
through Alameda and Oakland. 
Shake hands with an entire cast of 
characters, including Union Pacific’s 
Thomas Durant, Grenville Dodge 
and Jack Casement. Discover why 
Union Pacific passengers heading 
west from Council Bluffs had to dis-
embark and ride ferries across the 
Missouri River until 1872. 

Meet Charles Minturn, the scion 
of a wealthy East Coast shipping 
family, and watch as he arranges 
the early ferry service from Alameda 
and Oakland to San Francisco. Follow 
James Harvey Strobridge and his 
“Gandy dancers” as they lay track 
from Sacramento south to meet 

Cohen’s railroad in Hayward. Get a 
front-row seat as Strobridge’s crews 
create new towns along the way — 
one they dubbed “Lathrop” to honor 
the family of Big Four associate 
Leland Stanford’s wife, Jane.

Learn how Strobridge’s crews 
arrived at the spot in today’s Niles 
Canyon where the San Francisco 
& San Jose Railroad builders had 
stopped and, in late August 1869, 
drove the spikes that connected the 
rails from Sacramento with Cohen’s 
San Francisco & Alameda Railroad 
in Hayward. Transcontinental trains 
began arriving on Cohen’s Alameda 
line on Sept. 6, 1869, and, on Nov. 8, 
connected with Uncle Rodman’s San 
Francisco & Oakland Railroad.

Experience the disastrous train 
accident that happened on the quiet 
Sunday morning of Nov. 14, 1869, just 
six days after transcontinental trains 
began running into Oakland. See 
how Cohen arranged for transpor-
tation of the victims, both dead and 
alive, to the “Alameda Park Asylum,” 
an insane asylum once located in 
today’s downtown Alameda. 

Finally, come full circle to learn 
how, in modern times, Emeryville 
managed to wrestle the Amtrak 
transfer station from Oakland and 
get an answer to the passenger’s 
question, “Why isn’t there a train to 
San Francisco?”

To help with the documentary, 
write editor@alamedasun.com.

File photo

Alameda railroad baron Alfred A. Cohen commissioned 
painter Joseph Lee to capture the moment the first train 
met the first ferry on his West End wharf. The result was 
the painting above.

Continued from page 4
Myth: Behind Alameda’s historic train Documentary on Tap


