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What’s on the Cover? 

The Fine family, left to right: Huxley, Heather, Bernadette and Jamie, 
visited the Drachenfels (dragon rock) castle ruins in Germany this 
summer. Here they pose on the parapets above the Rhine River for 

a reading of the Alameda Sun. Legend has it that on this site Seigfried 
killed the dragon and bathed in its blood making him nearly invincible.

Left, “Greetings from the Galapagos Islands!” wrote Michael Lee, a 
resident of Alameda since 1987. “I am currently on Isla Isabela in 
the Galapagos, taking a big trip before I start my nursing master’s 

program at San Francisco State University.” There he found a giant tor-
toise with an apparent penchant for local news hanging out near Muro 
de las Lágrimas, The Wall of Tears.

The Sun Shines Everywhere

The historic postcards on this 
year’s cover depict life at 
Alameda’s Neptune Beach. 

The family owned and operated 
the amusement park, which went 
by the moniker “The Coney Island 
of the West.” It once stood along 
the shoreline at Central Avenue 
and Webster Street.

n Two of the cards depict fam-
ily and friends gathered in the 
resort’s photographic studio pos-
ing for snapshots that commemo-
rated their day at the beach.

n Two other cards show the 
entrance tower to the resort at 
Central and Webster. The tower’s 
designers took their inspiration 
from the buildings at the Pan-
Pacific Exposition, which took 
place in San Francisco two years 
before Neptune Beach opened. 

n The colorful card in the cen-
ter of the cover illustrates Neptune 
Beach in full swing with guests 
enjoying the swimming pool, Ferris 
wheel and other attractions that 
made the resort so popular. 

Left, the Martin fam-
ily: Celeste, left, 
Chase, and Felix 

Martin, front were 
just in France for 
three weeks and took 
the Alameda Sun to 
Biarritz to enjoy some 
classic half-timbered 
architecture with their 
local news. 

Right: “Here’s  
the story ...” of an 

Alameda mom named 
Tora Newcomer who 

visited the recently sold 
“Brady Bunch” house 
in North Hollywood 
made famous by the 

television program of 
the 1960s and ‘70s. 

Tora was unable to 
catch sight of Lance 
Bass who narrowly 
missed buying the 

iconic home. Here she 
stands in front of the 

house with her daugh-
ters in the background 
and her favorite local 

newspaper. 


