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Eric J. Kos

I’m proud to announce the Alameda Sun entered its 
18th year of publishing this month. As I continue to 
steward our fine print advertising vehicle through 

its late teens, I’ve stumbled upon something new: suc-
cess. Indeed, the Sun continues to exceed my expecta-
tions and grow incrementally. This year in particular, 
the paper has enjoyed the complete opposite of the 
year before: profit. Again this year we’ve found ways to 
share some of that with the community, in the form of 
$12,000 worth of donated books and advertising in the 
first eight months of 2018.

There’s a few things that might explain this rever-
sal of fortune. Management made some operational 
changes. The Alameda Sun became the Official 
Newspaper of the City of Alameda. Perhaps the 
current full-tilt American economy has something to 
do with it. But mostly, it’s the people I get to work 
with every day. You probably know them as Dennis, 
Ekene, Jillian, Maria, Cindy, Colin and Veronica. Each 
of them contribute their part to the greater whole 
that is the Alameda Sun.

Staff at the Sun aims to provide excellent customer 
service and produce the most accurate source of news 
possible. In that effort, Veronica Hall joined the team 
recently to provide quality assurance. Several times a 
week Veronica saves the day by correcting a misplaced 
ad or an awkward sentence. Not to mention the several 
times a day she makes me laugh.

Speaking of laughing, not a day goes by that graphic 
designer Colin Close and I don’t share a good laugh via 
email. The guy can seriously do anything, and all at 
once. He very likely had a baby on his hip, was feeding 
the dog, managing his father-in-law’s softball schedule 
and preparing his older girls for school or dance all 
while designing this section you’re reading. Colin truly 
has made my life liveable.

Colin and I both work hand in hand with Cindy 
Pelletier, account representative extraordinaire, to 
design ads to client specifications. Cindy has the per-
fect personality for sales, in my opinion. Not too pushy, 
super helpful and considerate of what a business 
needs. Her approach and good work is a key element 
of the Sun’s success as well.

Continuing the long tradition of quality bookkeep-
ers trying to keep the Sun’s numbers straight, I’m so 

happy Cheryl Principato at Alameda’s legendary Italian 
restaurant C’Era Una Volta introduced me to Maria 
Sarria, the Sun’s new finance manager. Maria took over 
the reins from Jeannie Rodriguez earlier this year and 
has been doing excellent work.

I’d like to thank Jeannie for all of her great work 
as well, including overhauling our subscriber renewal 
system and database. Jeannie and Jillian Strahler, the 
Sun’s thoughtful and thorough Adminstrative Manager 
set up the delivery audit that ensures advertisers each 
of our 24,000 print editions are delivered as promised. 
Jillian also manages the classified and legal advertising 
department with minimal support from the rest of us. I 
remain in awe of her talents.

Did you notice I said 24,000? That’s an increase of 
500 over last time I wrote this letter. The Alameda Sun 
distribution increased this year in an attempt to keep 
pace with new homes being built. A local newspaper 
expanding its print circulation? How is this possible? 
Easy. Have a look at page 7 in this section.

The Alameda Sun Family of Subscribers has con-
tinued to grow this year and make the circulation of 
more newspapers possible. Subscribers underwrite 
the printing and delivery of their edition of the news-
paper at the cost of just $25 for the entire year. Those 
who give more help underwrite the cost of their neigh-
bors’ edition, or the ones given free on our racks and 
at coffee shops, banks and other locations. I am truly 
grateful for each and every one of our subscribers and 
their support.

None of these subscribers would be reading the 
Sun if it weren’t for the two longest-tenured mem-
bers of the team: Dennis Evanosky and Ekene Ikeme. 
These two writers crank out column-inch after col-
umn-inch of great stories every week. It’s like pulling 
teeth to get these guys to take a vacation. They 
have my back with a seemingly bottomless pit of 
Alameda content just itching to get published. Ekene 
keeps the Sun in the current age by pushing content 
online and onto social media. Dennis keeps the past 
relevant by showing how history affects the modern 
day. Each of their perspectives brings so much to the 
Sun’s editorial voice.

Surely I must mention Richard Bangert, Irene 
Dieter, Gaby Dolphin, Jeffrey Smith and the incom-
parable Gil Michaels, for their regular, high-quality 
writing on the Island City. Maurice Ramirez, Mike 

Rosati, Frances Martinez, Mike Lano, Ed Oswalt and 
all the Island City’s great photographers display such 
constant generosity in promoting local people and 
events and informing the public when they share 
their art with the Sun.

Last but not least, thanks to John, Daisy and the 
crew at ABC Direct Inc. who deliver our paper every 
week. Their tireless efforts make the Alameda Sun pos-
sible, as do Melissa, Veni and all the folks at Southwest 
Offset Printing who print our informative artwork each 
Thursday.

Thanks for reading,
— Eric J. Kos 

Co-Founder, Co-Publisher, Alameda Sun

The State of the Paper Address

Maurice Ramirez Photography 

Eric wouldn’t normally choose to pose like 
this, but a talented photographer can bring 
out someone’s true personality.
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