
Dennis Evanoky
No parent ever wants to hear 

that a child is dead. Caroline 
Dwinelle had already buried two 
husbands and stood by one of 
her daughters as she buried a 
husband. On Wednesday after-
noon, March 25, 1903, Caroline 
received word not just that her 
son Sheridan was dead, but that 
he had been murdered. Read more 
about Caroline on page 6.

Sheridan H. Chipman was a 
California blue blood. His father 
had laid the groundwork for the 
thriving City of Alameda. His step-
father had sat in the state Assembly 
and introduced the legislation that 
created the University of California. 

And Sheridan? Well, he worked 
for the Southern Pacific Railroad 
in the freight shipping department. 
While working there, he met and 
befriended Rosetta Grundmann. 
When he and Rosetta decided to 
take the friendship to a more seri-
ous level, it seemed no matter to 
either of them that Rosetta had a 
husband, Frank. 

When Frank learned of his 
wife’s shenanigans, he followed 
her to the Clarence House on San 
Francisco’s Geary Street, where 
he witnessed a rendez-vous with 
Sheridan. He later confronted his 

wife and she confessed to her 
unfaithfulness. At first he couldn’t 
decide if he wanted to leave town 
with his wife or run Sheridan out 
of town. 

His next move, however, had 
a more sinister tone. He bought 
a revolver. He had the gun with 
him when he and Rosetta went 
to North Beach that March day in 
1903. “I thought I would throw the 
gun in the bay, but did not do it,” 
he later said. Instead he called on 
Sheridan at his place of business. 

He faced Sheridan, the man hav-
ing an affair with his wife, and told 
him that he knew all about what 
was going on and that he wanted 
Sheridan to leave town. Frank later 
told the San Francisco Chronicle 
that he knew that Sheridan had 
spoken to his wife on the tele-
phone. “I asked them what they 
talked about.” 

Sheridan told Frank that he was 
going to meet his wife later that 
evening “in Russian alley.” 

“I told him again to leave town,” 
Frank said. 

Sheridan replied, “I won’t leave 
town for any—!” 

“Then I went for him and you 
know the rest.”  

“The rest” cost Sheridan his 
life. Frank took his .22 caliber 
pistol from his pocket and shot 

his rival point-blank in his heart. 
Sheridan reeled down the steps, 
drenching them in blood. Frank 
turned, walked down the stairs 
and raised his hands. 

“I won’t do any more shooting,” 
he assured the stunned witnesses.

John Donahue, the janitor, dis-
armed Frank. 

“Well, I fixed him,” one of the 
witnesses later remembered Frank 
saying. “I killed him because he 
ruined my happiness; he ruined 
my wife and my family.” 

Witnesses detained the murder-
er until the police arrived. 

When the police inspected 
Frank’s weapon, they discovered 
three empty chambers. The cor-
oner later determined that two  
shots had taken effect. One passed 
through Sheridan’s heart, while the 

second had “plowed through his 
right forearm four inches above 
his hand. The third shot went wild 
and bored a hole in the fourth-
floor ceiling. Two Southern Pacific 
employees, Charles Holbrook and 
Walter Coffin, rode the ferry across 
to Alameda to break the news to 
Caroline. 

“The news seems too terrible to 
believe. I am simply crushed,” she 

told them. “I have had a great deal 
of trouble in my life; this seems too 
much too bear. 

She explained to Holbrook and 
Coffin that she was expecting to 
see her son the very next day.

“I had received a letter from 
him saying that he was coming.” 
Caroline told the railroad officials.  

Frank was later found not guilty 
by reason of insanity.

6          b         Sept. 28, 2017 Alameda SunSun’S 16TH annIVeRSaRY Sept. 28, 2017          b         3Alameda Sun Sun’S 16TH annIVeRSaRY

S
T

E
L

L
A

R
Stellar Media Group, Inc. Alameda Sun Bookstore

All prices include  
California Sales Tax 

and shipping 

Make checks  
payable to  

Alameda Sun and 
mail to:

3215-J Encinal Ave.  
Alameda, CA 94501

 

Please indicate 
title and quantity 

when ordering
 

MORE INFORMATION 
at  

263-1470 or  
ekos@alamedasun.com

for more titles visit  
www.alamedasun.com/bookstore

Alameda: An Architectural  
Treasure Chest
by Dennis Evanosky
$30.00
The third in the “History is All Around Us Series” 
featuring 128 pages on Alameda’s early history and the Victorian-era  
architectural styles present here.

Oakland’s Laurel District
by Dennis Evanosky
$25.00
A 100-page book, the first in the “History is All Around Us” series 
by Dennis Evanosky. 

Mountain View Cemetery
by Dennis Evanosky
$30.00
The second in the “History is All Around Us Series” this  
128-page book tells a series of captivating stories on Mountain 
View Cemetery itself and those buried there.

Lives of the Dead at  
Mountain View Cemetery
by Dennis Evanosky & Michael Colbruno
$30.00
Released June 2015. Vol. II in the Mountain View Cemetery  
series -- 125 pages featuring all new tales from history!
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Stellar Media Group, Inc. • Alameda Sun Bookstore

for more titles visit  
http://alamedasun.com/bookstore

Lost Ballparks
by Dennis Evanosky & Eric J. Kos

Order your copy now. $35.00  
includes sales tax and shipping.  

A brand new book by the publishers of the Alameda Sun is now available. The third in Pavilion Books’ Lost 
series by Dennis Evanosky and Eric J. Kos: Lost Ballparks is a 144-page book on the historic temples to the 
sport of baseball that have since become parking lots, highways, hospitals or in one case, a zoo. 

Lost San Francisco
by Dennis Evanosky & Eric J. Kos
$30.00 
This 144-page book explores historic 
landmarks that no longer stand in San 
Francisco. Filled with fascinating stories 
coupled with historic photographs Lost 
San Francisco takes you on a visual and 
educational journey.

Lost Los Angeles
by Dennis Evanosky & Eric J. Kos
$30.00 
This 144-page book explores historic 
landmarks that no longer stand in Los 
Angeles. Filled with fascinating stories 
coupled with historic photographs Lost 
San Francisco takes you on a visual and 
educational journey .

All prices include California Sales Tax and shipping. Make checks 
payable to Alameda Sun and mail to: 3215-J Encinal Ave. Alameda, 
CA 94501.  Please indicate title and quantity when ordering. More 
information at 263-1470 or ekos@alamedasun.com

What’s in a Name: Caroline Street Loses Life in Jealous Rage

Caroline McLean Chipman Dwinelle rests with 
both her husbands, one of her daughters, both 
her sons and a daghter-in-law at Cypress Lawn 
Memorial Park in Colma. 

San Francisco Chronicle
The March 25, 1903, edition of the San Francisco 
Chronicle ran this wreathed photograph of Sheridan 
Chipman with the story of his murder. 

Dennis Evanosky
The Island City’s Caroline Street 

bears the name of Caroline Elizabeth 
McLean Chipman Dwinelle. 

Caroline was born on March 18, 1833, 
in New York City and was educated at 
Rutgers College in New Jersey. In 1852 
she and her four sisters — Josephine, 
Amanda, Virginia and Eugenie — sailed 
around Cape Horn to join their father 
and mother, Edward and Elizabeth, in 
San Francisco. Caroline also had two 
brothers, Edward and Alfred.

The family patriarch was a ’49er 
who had failed in an attempt to bring a 
rock-crushing machine to California by 
way of the Isthmus of Panama. He later 
found a livelihood in what his obituary 
called “mercantile and mining inter-
ests,” both in California and Nevada. 

Caroline married William 
Worthington Chipman on April 
7, 1857. At the time, William and 
Gideon Aughinbaugh were struggling 
with land-grabbing squatters on the 
Alameda peninsula. Chipman was an 
attorney who had run an “intelligencer 

office” — a news and registry facility — 
on Clay Street in San Francisco.  William 
and Caroline had three daughters — 
Elizabeth, Alice and Frances — and two 
sons, William Farragut and Sheridan. 

Lizzie was born in 1857; Alice, in 
1861; and Fanny in 1867. William, affec-
tionately known as “Willie,” was born 
in 1863. Sheridan was a year younger. 

William passed away in 1873 
and Caroline married John Whipple 
Dwinelle on Oct. 29, 1877. 

Caroline’s new husband played a 
prominent role in poltics. He sat on the 
San Francisco City Council. Dwinelle 
also served in the State Assembly. in 
1868, he introduced the act onto the 
floor of the Assembly that created the 
University of California. He also sat on 
the school’s Board of Regents. 

In 1877 he married Caroline McLean 
Chipman. Sadly, Dwinelle was an 
absent-minded man. He would often 
meet his own relatives and not remem-
ber who they were. He was known to 
walk right past his intended destina-
tion, not realizing he had arrived at 
where he was going. 

This absent-mindedness likely 
cost him his life. Dwinelle died on 
Jan. 28, 1881, when he ran off the 
Port Costa ferry pier while trying to 
catch the ferry he had missed. He 
wanted to ride the boat across the 
Carquinez Strait to Benicia at the last 
minute. Rough waters in the strait 
washed his body away; it was not 
found for three weeks. 

Caroline lived out her days on 
Weber Street. In 1896, Marcuse & 
Remmel built a home for her daughter  
Alice at 1282 Weber. Alice never mar-
ried. She died in 1911. 

Willie married Bernice Harrell. The 
couple lived at 1290 Weber St.; Willie 
developed some of the family’s prop-
erty and served as police and fire 
commissioner. Fannie lived at 1270 
Weber. Caroline’s father passed away 
there in 1890. Caroline also died in this 
house after suffering a stroke on April 
16, 1912.  

Caroline’s second son, Sheridan, 
suffered a sad fate. He was murdered 
in San Francisco. Don’t miss his story 
on page 3.

Affair with married woman cost city founder’s son his life
Well, I fixed 
him. I killed him 
because he ruined 
my happiness; he 
ruined my wife 
and my family. 

— Frank Grundmann to  
witnesses after murdering  

Sheridan Chipman. 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

join us for Sunday services at 10 AM  
in Our Historic 1891 Church at  
1420 Lafayette Street. 
 

Office: 1910 Santa Clara Avenue, 523-0659 
 

Celebrating 125 years of service in Alameda ! 
 
 

	  
 

	  

Alameda Food Bank  
provides nutritious food to 
low-income Alamedans. To 
donate food or money or to 
receive services, call us at: 

523-5850
SINCE 1977
You can help!

visit www.alamedafoodbank.org


