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Eric J. Kos

Well folks, somehow we pulled it off again. 
Another full year of Alameda Sun news, errors, 
frustration, happiness, anger, celebration, joy, 

suffering, oppression, crime, achievements, sports, 
kids and seniors. Alamedans of all ages engage in both 
our print and digital editions. We continue to receive 
missives from local residents as they travel the world 
with our newspaper. Nearly every day we get requests 
to publish something in our very popular newspaper. 
Our advertisers have reported excellent responses. 

It has been quite the year. The thing that never 
ceases to amaze me is how our little Island Nation 
reflects the culture of the larger nation — from hate 
crimes to climate change, in protest and progress, 
sharing in Berkleyan liberalism tempered by Navy 
conservatism. This small bayfront fiefdom insists on 
attempting to frustrate larger powers that be, adapt to 
changing times (as slowly as possible) and define itself 
seperately from its more influential neighbors.

This year, Alameda restored old landmarks and 
created new ones, housing growth boomed and 
Alamedans have fought hard to define new rules for 
rental properties, legal cannabis and traffic patterns.

This year, courtesy of Alameda residents and the 
Sun Shines Everywhere, the Alameda Sun found itself 
on the crest of the Matterhorn and Mt. Shasta. We 
ventured to the shadow of the Eiffel Tower, glaciers in 
Alaska and the subways of Tokyo. On an extremely rare 
venture off the Island City, I, myself, hauled the Sun to 
Vatican City for a look at St. Peter’s Basilica in June. 

Late last year, my friend and long-time employee 
Laurel Yeates resigned as the Sun’s calendar editor 
after 16 years of service. Other than myself, she was 
the only remaining employee from the first issue of 
the Sun published on Sept. 28, 2001. We brought on the 
studious, fastidious and all-around sharp young man 
Sharanth “Lawrence” Kumarasivan to fill her shoes. 
He’s being doing excellent work so far. 

You’ll still find my steadfast partner Dennis 
Evanosky sharing the reins with me and keeping the 
Sun in print. I’m proud to support Dennis in his role 
as the president of the Alameda Museum along with 
his many (often pro bono) walks, talks and history 
research projects. Dennis and I, along with a ton of 
help from Lawrence, just recently turned in an exhaus-

tive history book project for UC Berkeley’s Cal Rowing 
Team, which took a good part of this year to complete. 
The new book, Log of Rowing Volume 2: 1988-2017 is in 
its final editing stages with the team. Next up, the three 
of us are chipping away at our long-promised Bay Farm 
Island history book, which is approaching publication. 
Some photos from the book appear on the cover. 

The rest of my staff is also incredible, I’m really 
enjoying working with this team. I know I can always 
count on Ekene Ikeme, our masterful sports and web 
editor. He’s efficient, effective and just generally an all-
around nice person. You might not be certain how to 
pronounce his name, but you can be assured if you get 
the chance to talk with him, you’ll find him to be smart, 
caring and hardworking. 

Many Alameda county residents have worked with 
the conscientous and considerate Jillian Strahler whose 
legal advertising and classified departments 
have been super busy ever since we became 
the City of Alameda’s Official Newspaper in 
July. The Council voted to give us the city’s 
legal ad contract this year, for which we’re 
hugely thankful. In the process, we completed 
a verified audit of our circulation, guarantee-
ing advertisers we deliver 23,500 copies of the 
Sun every Thursday — more than any other 
print media outlet in town. We owe Jillian 
much thanks for making all this possible. 

Out in his new home in Modesto, Graphic 
Designer Colin Close is an indispensible 
member of our team. Dialing in remotely, 
Colin is master of all ads. Using his flair for 
design, concept and effectiveness, the for-
mer Alameda resident has been helping Sun 
advertisers get better results. Advertisers 
have reported receiving upwards of 12 calls 
from one ad, a Realtor landed a sweetheart 
listing from a Sun ad and our handymen, 
plumbers and tree surgeons report often just 
one call from their ad in the Sun pays for their 
entire year of advertising.

I’d also like to thank my numbers peo-
ple: Finance director Pauline Evanosky who 
recently retired and Jeannie Rodriguez who 
took her place, and Cindy Pelletier, sales 
expert, who works daily to keep the Sun’s 
numbers going upward. We also had some 

wonderful interns this past year. A quick shout out 
to the new generation of journalists: Avalon Cassard, 
Junlin Chen, Van Le and Maryam Narisova who all did 
fine work for the Sun this year.

If you’re still in doubt about the effectiveness of 
print advertising, and you’re reading this, let me just 
say, wake up. People still interact with the old-fash-
ioned print edition every week. Print books are out-
selling ebooks, and digital fatigue is a very real thing. 
Either way, you can see everything we publish on 
alamedasun.com using your iPhone 8 or whatever 
new-fangled device you have.

Myself and the staff here at the Sun are passionate 
about serving the community. All we do is Alameda, 
and we’re proud of it.

Eric J. Kos is the co-publisher and founder of the 
Alameda Sun.

Happy Anniversary,
The Sun Shines Everywhere

You probably already saw it, but this is my very own 
family doing my very own Sun Shines Everywhere in 
Vatican City back in June. I’m on the far left. 
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The Sun Shines everywhere is a hugely successful feature in the Alameda Sun. Beginning way back in 2002 with Julia Park Tracey’s breezy trip to 
Seattle with the Sun in hand, the Sun Shines has been an ongoing feature in every single edition. The feature is so popular with the Alameda public 
that we receive more submissions than we can print each week. Here is our attempt to get caught up with some older Sun Shines “from the vault.”

Cathy Payne of Rapid City, South Dakota, (near Mount 
Rushmore), joined her brother, Stewart Payne, on 
the beach in Pensacola, Fla., for a picture with the 

Alameda Sun. The siblings, who are Alameda natives, 
brought their families to the beach for Thanksgiving. The 
long-time residents and Alameda High graduates now live 
in Rapid City and St. Petersburg, Fla.

FROM THE VAULT

Bob Baker of Alameda’s high-quality print shop Excel Graphics shared this picture of 
the Alameda Sun shining in Sydney, Australia. Baker’s nephew Blake Kuiper visited the 
U.S. “on holiday (vacation) with us Yanks.” Kuiper took the paper home with him to 

snap this unique presentation of the Sun by a foreigner in a foreign land.

Right, the 
ever-gregar-
ious George 

Fitzgerald present-
ed the Alameda 
Sun to the lion of 
the Chain Bridge in 
Budapest with the 
royal palace in the 
background. “What 
a beautiful city!” 
wrote George’s 
wife, Susan 
Jeffries. “Cruise to 
Amsterdam next.” 

Above, the Sun even shines 
on ‘The Roof of the World’ 
in Lhasa, Tibet, writes 

Alamedan Diane Foster. Lhasa is 
known also known as “The City of 
the Sun.” Taken just after visiting 
Potala Palace, home of the Dalai 
Lama, Foster stopped with the Sun in 
front of most-sacred Jokhang Temple 
with Buddhist pilgrims from all over 
the world in the background.

Left, 20-month old 
Kayden Jenks catches 
up on the news in the 

Alameda Sun while sun-
bathing on Wailea Beach, 
during a 10-day family 
trip to Maui, Hawaii. His 
parents Kale and Mei-Ling 
Jenks, and grandparents 
Steve Bitker and Alice Lai-
Bitker, came along, too.


