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ELECTION SPECIAL — VOTE NOV. 8
Instead of approving more 

homes in addition to the thousands 
already under development, whose 
public service costs exceed the 
tax revenue they generate, I want 
to change the city’s perspective 
on growth. Let’s shift the focus to 
affordable housing, and to com-
mercial development, which is fis-
cally positive and brings jobs to 
town so people can live and work 
in Alameda. I’ll support affordable 
housing but I’ll work to reduce the 
approval of market-priced homes. 

I’m running to help city govern-
ment work better. I’m not part of old 
Alameda politics. I won’t just speak 
to the public; I’ll listen too.

Lena Tam
I have a strong commitment 

to Alameda. As a former Vice-
Mayor and City 
Councilmember, I 
advocated vigor-
ously for open and 
transparent gov-
ernment while pro-
viding leadership 
on tough issues. 
I have a proven 
track record of listening, asking 
the difficult questions and building 
partnerships to advance our shared 
vision for a safe, financially sustain-
able and environmentally-friendly 
community.

Throughout my tenures as 
president of the Alameda Hospital 
Board, chair of the Alameda County 
Planning Commission and Vice-
Mayor of Alameda, I worked with 
my colleagues to secure funding 
and put in place programs that 
make Alameda a prosperous city 
to raise a family, live, work and 
play. I cultivated alliances with our 
education, youth, business, histori-
cal preservation and public safety 
communities to create good-paying 
green jobs, expanded economic 
development and maintained the 
safety of our community.

I would be honored to earn your 
vote on Nov. 8.

Malia Vella
We need leaders at City Hall 

who are attentive and respon-
sive. I’m a native 
Alamedan with 
deep roots here 
and I’m committed 
to the betterment 
of our commu-
nity. I’m involved 
in many volun-
teer and leader-
ship roles includ-
ing: chairperson of the Historical 
Advisory Board; Alameda Sister 
Cities Association; Philippine 
Independence Day Committee; and 
Alameda Family Services and its 
Annual Holiday Home Tour.

My priorities: find affordable, 
quality housing options for all resi-
dents at all income levels, repair 
our streets and sidewalks and alle-
viate traffic. We must maintain our 
parks and shoreline and I’ll work 
to keep our neighborhoods distinct 
while improving neighborhood 
shopping areas. 

I’ll be accessible and proac-
tive in engaging with you to pre-
serve what’s best about Alameda 
and help our residents and busi-
nesses flourish. I’m supported by 
the Democratic Party, the Sierra 
Club, Assemblyman Rob Bonta, 
Supervisor Wilma Chan and local-
ly elected officials. I’d be honored 
to have your vote. Learn more at 
VellaforAlameda.com.

Candidates for City Auditor
Kevin R. Kearney

I was born and raised in Alameda 
and received my education here. I 
graduated from UC 
Berkeley and San 
Francisco State 
University. I have 
served as City 
Auditor since 1991. 
During my term 
the Government 
Finance Officers 
Association has 
awarded Alameda the Certificate 
of Achievement for Excellence in 
Financial Reporting for 24 consecu-
tive years. 

I have served on financial com-
mittees at the request of city manag-
ers and City Councilmembers. I co-
chaired the Financial Sustainability 
Committee and was a member of 
the Pension Task Force. I am proud 
of my record as an independent 
advocate of fiscal responsibil-
ity representing the residents of 
Alameda. 

I have supported local sports 
and recreation programs. My busi-
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ness is in Alameda. I am committed 
to help maintain the quality of life 
this city has provided during my 
lifetime with experienced auditing 
and accounting expertise. It would 
be an honor to earn your vote again 
and serve as City Auditor.

Mike McMahon
Over the last four years, 

Alameda taxpayers have paid more 
than $100,000 for 
“apolitical analysis 
and insights into 
the financial issues 
and choices the 
city faces.” Is read-
ing sections from 
an audit report 
prepared by an 
outside auditing 
firm really providing insights worth 
$100,000? 

This is not 1916, when the city 
needed an auditor to audit the 
books. This is 2016, when the city 
hires an outside auditing firm to per-
form the audit. The solution? Place a 
measure on the 2018 election ballot 
to remove Section 4 (the office of 
City Auditor) from the City Charter.

In the meantime, I pledge to 
provide analysis and insights into 
the city’s financial issues similar to 
the method I provided for 12 years 
on the school board.

Candidates for City Treasurer
Kevin Kennedy

As your City Treasurer I 
stand by the numerous awards 
and recognition 
that the Finance 
Department and I 
have received over 
my 16 years of 
public service for 
work on financial 
reporting, budget 
presentations and 
investment policy. 

I’m proud of 
my track record and the work I’ve 
done on your behalf to make city 
finances more transparent, engage 
the public in budget discussions 
and work towards a sustainable 
financial outlook to preserve the 
services and programs you value. 
I’m also proud to be an indepen-
dent voice for the people, bring-
ing an impartial, unbiased view, as 
you should expect from all of your 
elected officials. I’d be honored to 
earn your vote.

Editor’s note: The Alameda Sun 
did not receive a statement from 
the other candidate for the office of 
City Treasurer, Jeff Bratzler, prior to  
press deadline.

Candidates for  
AUSD Board Member

Ardella Dailey
As a former Alameda 

Unified School District (AUSD) 
Superintendent, 
K-5 principal 
and director of 
Woodstock Child 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Center, I have been 
deeply commit-
ted to educational 
excellence within 
AUSD for 30 years. 

My children attended and grad-
uated from Alameda schools. I have 
a grandchild in elementary school 
here. My long-term experience and 
historical perspective within AUSD 
provide me with the knowledge, 
training and commitment neces-
sary to represent our community. 
I bring administrative leadership 
and teaching experience to a com-
plex decision-making process. 

With my strong facilitation 
skills, I can promote collabora-
tive problem solving to bring an 
understanding and commitment to 
board decisions. I will continue to 
respect, value and encourage the 
involvement of Alameda’s parents, 
students, employees and commu-
nity. I pledge my continued dedica-
tion to you as we continue to build 
a school district of excellence that 
strives to meet the learning needs 
of all students and families in our 
community. For more information, 
visit www.ardelladailey.com

Gray Harris
I currently sit on the Alameda 

Unified School District (AUSD) 
Board of 
Education. I was 
a single mother 
when my son 
attended and 
graduated from 
Alameda schools 
and was an AUSD 
teacher for 10 
years before tak-
ing a job as a public-education 

advocate where I currently work 
with nine school districts in Contra 
Costa County. 

My priorities on the board are 
career pathways and job training 
for high school students, expan-
sion of early childhood education 
to prepare our youngest learners 
for success, supporting encourag-
ing new magnet programs to pro-
vide education options for families, 
and implementing innovative ideas 
like low cost employee housing to 
attract and retain excellent teach-
ers for our classrooms. Education 
is my passion and I would be hon-
ored to continue to serve our com-
munity. Please contact me at www.
VoteGrayHarris.com

Anne McKereghan
Our schools are one of our 

most valuable assets in Alameda. 
I’ve spent the 
past 13 years 
v o l u n t e e r i n g 
on behalf of 
our community 
through various 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
and campaigns. 
Over those years 
I’ve gained a 
strong understanding of public 
education policy and funding 
and, even more importantly, the 
value our community places on 
educating our youth.  

I will combine what I’ve 
learned during this time with 
thirty plus years of business 
experience to continue to sup-
port our students, teachers and 
community. 

For more information, 
please visit my website www.
Anne4AlamedaSchools.com.

Dennis Popalardo
I am running for Alameda 

Unified School District School 
Board. I have a 
son enrolled in 
the first grade 
in our pub-
lic schools. As 
a parent and 
Alameda resi-
dent, the quality 
of our schools is 
very important 
to me. I believe that investing 
in our children’s education is 
vital for the continued strength 
of our community. Historically, 
Alameda’s schools have done 
well, but we can do even better. 

If elected, my priorities are to 
balance the budget; attract and 
retain the best teachers and clas-
sified employees through better 
pay and benefits; maintain our 
system of neighborhood schools; 
keep class sizes small so that 
teachers and students have a 
strong learning environment; 
provide equity for all students 
regardless of socioeconomic 
background; and expand innova-
tive programs such as magnet 
schools and career and technical 
education programs.

I would be grateful for your 
support. Thank you.

Jennifer Williams
Throughout my life, I have ded-

icated myself to public service 
and I take pride 
in being an active 
community mem-
ber. As a longtime 
Alameda resident, 
I am the proud 
parent of two 
Alameda Unified 
School District 
students. I 
learned the importance of advoca-
cy and working with other parents 
when serving as a PTA president. 

My experience serving on 
the school district’s Measure A 
Oversight Committee, LGBTQ 
Equity Roundtable, and as 
President of the city’s Social 
Service and Human Relations 
Board has taught me to work with 
diverse stakeholders to accom-
plish results. Let’s continue to 
work together for great schools. 

We must train, recruit, and 
retain high quality teachers; 
strive for excellence and innova-
tion in our educational programs 
and opportunities; all with collab-
orative communication and fiscal 
responsibility. I am committed to 
making a difference in the lives 
of children and families. It would 
be an honor to serve you on the 
School Board. Learn more at www.
williamsforschoolboard.org.

Editor’s note: The Alameda 
Sun ran all the candidate state-
ments that were received by press 
time.
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Lori Moe
Are you enjoying living in 

quaint, “safe” Alameda? Are your 
neighbors above, below and 
beside you respectful, “good” 
neighbors? Do you know if these 
neighbors are as financially sta-
ble and responsible as you are? 
Are they trustworthy, reliable 
and of like mind? I hope so. As 
they may soon become your new 
“landlord.”

Renters should be aware that 
M1 takes away a property own-
er’s ability to control who lives 
in the units above, below and 
beside yours. With M1 in place, 
a tenant would have the ability 
to sublet their unit to anyone, 
without the owner’s input on 
their creditworthiness or crimi-
nal record.

Your neighbor’s tenants can 
add additional roommates, and 
crowd their units with their par-
ents, brothers, sisters (and their 
brothers’ and sisters’ spouses), 
without vetting from the land-
lord. Are you looking forward to 
welcoming their extended family 
to your daily lives? If you reside 
in a duplex, triplex or any prop-
erty with shared facilities, it may 
become more crowded, with no 
input from the property owner. If 
you are living in or next to a rent-
al property, please know that 
this will affect you. More cars 
parked on your street and addi-
tional people going in and out, 
yet the property owner won’t be 
in control of those decisions.

Did you have to fill out an 
application and prove financial 
credibility to secure your cur-
rent tenancy? Do you trust your 
neighbors will be as diligent in 
picking new tenants as account-
able as you are to share the 
premises? 

With M1, the landlord cannot 
vet new tenants based on credit 
or criminal record. M1 allows 
tenants who are par-taking in ille-
gal activities to remain, as long 
as it doesn’t cause a nuisance. 
If the unlawful activity doesn’t 
bother you, M1 supporters think 
it’s fair to protect themselves 

vs. the neighborhood (and you), 
even if it is criminal.

M1 also restricts the owner’s 
ability to remove these tenants. I 
hope you fully trust your current 
neighbors — more than your 
landlord or your management 
company — as they will be in 
control of your neighborhood if 
M1 becomes law. With M1, the 
city and its residents have no 
control over what the new rent 
board allows tenants to do. 

This could be rather fright-
ening, if you consider how close 
you reside to people you or 
your current landlord have yet 
to meet, and the city has no 
jurisdiction over what the new 
rules of engagement will be. L1 
allows for City Council over-
sight, which is the major reason 
it is getting so much support 
from reasonable residents and 
concerned tenants.

M1 was created by radical 
tenants who want to profit. In 
the 23-page measure, the back-
ers included many legal loop-
holes to benefit themselves and 
take away the rights of current 
property owners. If you believe 
your landlord is a decent land-
lord, please understand that 
M1 assumes all landlords need 
to be corrected, controlled 
and restricted but it actually 
interferes from allowing them 
to provide a safe place for you 
to reside. 

Renters, you may stay in your 
current homes with M1, but your 

living environment is about to 
change drastically. Studies show 
that cities with rent control have 
more crime, higher rents, less 
available supply, etc.

Alameda is expensive 
because it’s one of the most 
desirable places to live, and 
landlords are charging rents 
at a level that only the market 
will bear.

If the rents were too high, 
there would be high vacancy 
rates. In Alameda, there is only 
1-2 percent vacancy, so you can’t 
blame the expensive cost of liv-
ing only on landlords and rent. 
It’s a regional cost of living and 
supply issue. Rent control is not 
going to solve housing supply. 
No measure on the ballot has 
the perfect answer to the hous-
ing issue, but Alameda will suffer 
greatly by trying to implement a 
rent control law that is so radi-
cally wrong and inflexible as M1. 
L1 is a compromise.

M1 is a M1stake. A long term 
mistake. You may be renting 
now, but do you ever dream 
of ownership? When you own a 
property, do you agree that any-
one should be allowed to have 
control of your home? Or your 
neighbor’s property?

If extreme rent control such 
as M1 becomes law, where the 
city has no control over the 
administration, cost and pro-
cess, you can expect your dream 
of ownership to be restricted in 
the same manner too, and it will 
most likely get worse. 

Rent control does not pro-
vide more inventory or supply. 
It mostly discourages ownership 
and future investment in rental 
supply, adding to the problem. 
L1 is rent stabilization. It is the 
cummulation of a public process 
for working towards a common 
ground solution, and it allows 
flexibility to be altered as the 
need arises, and most important-
ly, doesn’t place your neighbors 
in control of your residence. 

Vote “no” on M1; “yes” on L1.

Lori Moe lives in Alameda.

Life Will Change 
Drastically under M1

Commentary

Renters should 
be aware that 
M1 takes away a 
property owner’s 
ability to con-
trol who lives in 
the units above, 
below and beside 
yours.

Daysog isn’t for seniors
Editor:

I have lived in Alameda for 
more than 30 years. I am now a 
senior citizen and want to con-
tinue to live out my life among 
my friends and community here 
in my home town.

Tony Daysog recently voted 
to turn down a new commer-
cial senior project that is sorely 
needed. His reason? He claims 
it’s because of the potential con-
flict with the airport. This is sim-
ply false, as was evidenced by 
a letter from the Airport Land 
Commission giving its consent to 
the project.

But, Daysog voted to approve 
a four-story hotel just down the 
street from this proposed senior 
community just last year. Why 
does he think a hotel is more 
important on Bay Farm Island 
than a commercial senior care 
facility?

Daysog sent me a very person-
al message when he voted that 
way: when you get old, when you 
are infirm, when you need some 
assistance, tough luck, we don’t 
want to make space for you.

Let’s remove Daysog from 
the City Council and support 
other candidates who have a 
proven track record of support 
for seniors, among them Marilyn 
Ezzy Ashcraft and Malia Vella.

— Larry Williams

Would like to thank everyone who took time to express their opinions here on our pages. All letters received by Tuesday, 
Nov. 1, were printed. Additional letters may appear at alamedasun.com in the upcoming days. Vote Tuesday, Nov. 8!

SJND to 
Simulate 
Election 

Sun Staff Reports
On Monday and Tuesday, 

Nov. 7 and 8, all students at St. 
Joseph Notre Dame High School 
(SJND) will be participating in an 
election simulation where their 
votes will be cast for president, 
U.S. senator and selected ballot  
measures.

Students have received elec-
tion materials from the Alameda 
County Department of Elections 
in their social science and 
English classes. They have read, 
discussed, asked questions and 
debated all related topics and 
candidates. 

The students have also dis-
cussed what constitutes an 
informed electorate, what a par-
ticipatory democracy looks like, 
and what civic responsibility 
entails.

Last-Minute 
Letter Found, 
Published

Money: Works in mysterious ways
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modest, at least compared to 
Vella, $4,860.02 from unions. She 
received $1,500 from the Northern 
California Carpenters Regional 
Council Issues PAC on Oct. 11; 
and $857 from the Alameda Police 
Officers Association PAC also 
on Oct. 11. Ashcraft collected 
$31,038 in contributions during 
the two cycles. Her union con-
tributions account for more than 
15 percent of her total contribu-
tions. 

Ashcraft is bidding to keep 
her seat on the Council away 
from Lena Tam, Jennifer Roloff, 
and Vella. Roloff, Tam and Daysog 
have not taken any contributions 
from union PACs. 

Unions have also heavily 
financed candidates running for 
the school board. 

Gray Harris is an incumbent 
appointed to the board last year 
after the death of Niel Tam. 
Harris has received $14,840 from 
unions during the two rounds. 
She received $1,500 from United 
Firefighters of Los Angeles on 
Oct. 10; $1,500 from the Operating 
Engineers Local 3 Pac on Oct. 10 
and other sources. 

Matt Hettich received $7,000 
from unions, including $1,000 
from the Transport Workers 
Union Political Contributions 
Committee on Sept. 21 and $500 
from the UFCW also on Sept. 21. 

Jennifer Williams took $2,000 
from unions including $250 from 
Alameda Labor Council Unity PAC 
on Sept. 20. 

School board hopefuls Anne 
McKereghan, Ardella Dailey 
and Dennis Popalardo have not 
received money from unions.

In addition to these monetary 
contributions, the PACs run by 
the Alameda firefighters’ union 
(IAFF Local 689) and UFCW Local 
5 have spent $11,639.21 and 
$3,240.93, respectively, to print 
and distribute mailers support-

ing Vella, Ashcraft, Harris, and 
Hettich. Those mailers include 
one sent by Alamedans United, 
an organization run by IAFF 689 
that disparaged Daysog (“Attack 
Mailers Target Sitting Council 
Member,” Oct. 20). 

The IAFF Local 689 PAC also 
reported a “non-monetary con-
tribution” of $285.67 to Vella that 
was used to pay for food and 
drinks at her kickoff fundraiser. 
Another “non-monetary contribu-
tion” of $1,199.11 to Vella was 
used to cover her share of the 
cost of printing and distributing 
the mailer promoting the IAFF 
Local 689 slate.

To view campaign disclo-
sure filings, visit the city of 
Alameda’s website at http://

docs.ci.alameda.ca.us/WebLink8/
Browse.aspx?dbid=0. The elec-
tion is next Tuesday, Nov. 8.

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.


