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Some say we’re backed by big money.
In fact:

We are a grassroots organization of 
Alameda volunteers

We care about out neighbors and 
neighborhoods and want to UNIFY 
our community

2/3 of the Alameda Renters Coalition 
M1 funding is from off the island

And WE haven’t taken a dime from the 
California Apartment Association 

Paid for by YES on L1, NO on M1: Alamedans For Fair Rent Control. 
FPPC#1389877 

Alameda is a nice place to live.
Let’s keep it that way.

ALAMEDANS FOR 
FAIR RENT CONTROL

Find out the full details of our financing at affrc.org

Anne McKereghan
for

Alameda School Board 

Student Focused

Community Minded     

Fiscally Responsible

“Anne is one of the best informed citizens of 
Alameda regarding educational policy, programs 
and our school structures. She will be a tremendous 
asset to the growth and vision of AUSD.”

Margie Sherratt, Former AUSD School Board    
   Member, Retired Principal-Alameda High School

www.Anne4AlamedaSchools.com

Paid for by the Anne McKereghan for AUSD School Board 2016 Campaign  #1382672

Join Parents, Teachers, & Community Leaders 
on November 8th and VOTE

Anne McKereghan for 
Alameda School Board!

Anne for AUSD School Board

For more information and a full list of endorsements visit

Alameda

School Board
Paid for by Matt Hettich for Alameda School Board 2016 -  FPPC #1386003
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Letters: To the editor from local residents on upcoming election ballot issues

B1 will go a long way 
Editor:

We are longtime Alameda 
residents with three grandchil-
dren living and attending schools 
here. We are urging a “yes” vote 
on measure B1. This measure 
will extend our current school 
Measure A benefits for an addi-
tional seven years starting in 
2018 with expiration of our cur-
rent Measure A parcel tax.

 Measure A has helped pro-
vide smaller class sizes in high-
quality neighborhood schools, 
as well as parental choice and 
student outcomes. In addition 
the measure has helped fund 
Advanced Placement courses and 
supported programs designed to 
close the achievement gap.

The money from the measure 
helps pay for athletic and enrich-

ment programs and gives the 
school district the ability toat-
tract and retain excellent teach-
ers. In addition the money sup-
ports Alameda’s public charter 
schools and adult education It 
also helps maintain technology 
at all sites.

Measure B1 will provide need-
ed ongoing funds to continue the 
progress that Measure A has pro-
vided. As retired Realtors with a 
combined 50 years of real-estate 
experience, we also understand 
the effect good schools have on 
Alameda property values. A “yes” 
vote on B1 helps our schools and 
our community as a whole.

Finally, a vote for Measure 
B1 will not increase our current 
taxes but will extend the cur-
rent tax, providing the funds 
necessary to continue success-
ful school program development, 
teacher recruiting and necessary 

school improvements. A “no” 
vote will result in an annual $12 
million dollar budget cut in the 
fiscal year 2018.

As seniors, we are entitled to a 
senior-citizen exemption from the 
Measure A tax and from the pro-
posed Measure B1 tax. However, 
we have elected to not apply for 
this exemption because we rec-
ognize the need and value of the 
current Measure A and the new 
B1 funding.

Vote “yes” on B1 for the sake of 
our Alameda school children and 
for our wonderful community.

— Russ Grant and Linda Grant

L1 passage could  
force tenants out
Editor:

We, the undersigned ten-
ants of 470 Central Ave., write 
to express our collective support 
for Measure M1 and strong oppo-
sition to Measure L1. Like the 
majority of Alameda residents, we 
are hardworking tenants who are 
struggling to stay in our homes. 
The campaign for L1 pretends 
to be rent control, but in real-
ity Measure L1 would force many 
people to move out of Alameda.

We know from our experience 
that L1 does not protect rent-
ers. Since November of 2015, we 
have been fighting eviction, a 
massive rent increase and harass-
ment by the new landlord (Sridhar 
Equities). Using Alameda’s ordi-
nance, which is the same as L1, 
we filed a complaint with the 
city seeking protections from the 
threat of eviction, harassment, 
and the rent increase. 

L1 did nothing to protect us. 

Our complaint was never acted 
upon by the City Attorney. The 
city also encouraged us to vacate 
by following up on the landlord’s 
relocation check even when we 
made it plain that we are fighting 
to stay in our homes. 

We had to find legal repre-
sentation from the East Bay 
Community Law Center to fight 
the eviction because L1 allows 
no-cause evictions. L1 also does 
not cap annual rent increases. Put 
simply, if Measure L1 passes, we 
will be forced out of Alameda. 

M1 will not allow no-cause 
evictions, prevents exorbitant 
rent increases for current and 
future Alameda renters and sets 
up an office to effectively man-
age and oversee issues affect-
ing all residents, especially rent-
ers who make up the majority of 
Alamedans (55 percent).

We are not alone. Fellow 
Alamedan tenants, parishioners, 
and parents of our children’s 
friends — all over our Island — 
are living in fear of being forced 
out of Alameda and the Bay Area.

The only solution is to unite in 
support of “yes” on M1. M1 keeps 
Alamedans like us in our homes; 
L1 does not. On Nov. 8, vote “yes” 
on M1 and “no” on L1.

— BayView tenants: Rommel 
LaGuardia, Rosemarie Ayubo, 

Joker Almasol, Christian Munoz 
and Jellyrose Leano

L1 is fair, balanced 
Editor:

I am writing in support of L1. 
L1 can be modified by our City 
Council. It was written after much 
public input and research by city 
staff. L1 is flexible. It can be modi-
fied as needs are identified. L1 
allows for a continuation of the 
collaboration with renters and 
owners already established by our 
City Council. 

M1 is not a dynamic instrument. 
It is a City Charter amendment. It 
can only be modified by placing 
an amendment on the ballot which 
is cumbersome and expensive. 
Additionally, it is estimated to cost 
$4.3 million a year to administer. 

Some of the costs of M1 are hid-
den. I am very concerned that, over 
time, property owners will defer 
maintenance and upkeep on their 
properties as rents will not keep 
up with the rising costs of repairs, 
insurance and property taxes. Or 
worse, they will sell single-family 
homes, condominiums and town-

houses taking them out of the rent-
al pool. 

L1 seems fair and balanced. It 
can change with the needs of our 
residents. Please vote “yes” on L1!

— Karen Jackson

Using mom-and-pop 
landlords as a cover
Editor:

I am so tired of the phrase 
“mom-and-pop landlord” being 
thrown in our faces, as renters. 
Who are these people? The only 
landlords I had in Alameda were 
three different members of the 
lucky sperm club who inherited 
property when a parent died and 
were in the process of parlaying 
that into a mini real estate empire. 

I love it when they cry poor as 
they drive up in their new cars on 
their way to another trip to the 
wine country or Carmel to tour an 
appraiser through a rental. 

They were refinancing the units 
we were renting to buy another 
piece of rental property. In all they 
had between three and 10 rental 
units each. Then they turn around 
and raised our rent almost $200 a 
month because they claim prop-
erty taxes went up. 

It was always about leverag-
ing one property’s equity to buy 
another — all on the backs of 
tenants. 

How could the public not under-
stand why renters are fed up?

— Carol Parker, former 
Alameda Resident, displaced

Local landlord very  
concerned about M1
Editor:

As a local landlord, there are 
potential problems looming for 
landlords and tenants alike if M1 
passes. Rent control is a far bigger 
issue than just the amount of rent 
being charged. Everyone — rent-
ers, property owners, Alameda res-
idents — will be hurt if M1 passes. 

Even California’s legislative ana-
lyst has advised that M1 hurts rent-
ers and the future quality of life in 
Alameda. M1 is bad for everyone 
— it is radical and was developed 
with no public review or input. 

The M1 administrative costs of 
more than $3.7 million will take 
money away from other necessary 
services to our community. When 
property owners stop investing in 
their Alameda properties because 
of Measure M1, the overall qual-

ity of housing will decline. Isn’t it 
ironic that M1 will actually reduce 
the number of available affordable 
housing units?!

n M1 contains extreme mea-
sures that will make it hard to 
remove tenants who are involved 
in disruptive or criminal behavior.

n M1 will allow a tenant to add 
extended family members to the 
rental unit without the landlord 
being able to screen those occu-
pants. The result being that land-
lords will have no authority or power 
to keep their properties safe and 
secure from undesirable fugitives. 

n M1 takes away the landlords’ 
ability to know who is living in their 
rental units.

By defeating M1, you will be help-
ing to preserve our quality of life in 
Alameda. Let’s unite as a community 
to do what is right for everyone. Vote 
“yes” on L1 and “no” on M1.

— A very concerned  
Alameda landlord

AEF endorses B1
Editor:

The board of directors of the 
Alameda Education Foundation 
(AEF) unanimously endorses 
Measure B1, the parcel tax renewal 
for local schools on the Nov. 8 ballot.

B1 is critical for maintaining the 
quality of Alameda schools. Good 
schools are a community value in 
Alameda, and the parcel tax pro-
vides a vital source of funding.  
The measure is essential for main-
taining core academic programs; 
preserving neighborhood schools 
and small K-3 class sizes; providing 
programs for struggling students; 
and continuing art, music and per-
forming arts programs.

B1 renews local funding cur-
rently provided by Measure A. The 
parcel tax represents 12 percent, 
or about $12 million, of the total 
Alameda Unified School District 
budget. The new measure does not 
increase the tax,  it just extends it. 

The AEF board knows that 
strong Alameda schools are a key 
reason why people live here. To 
maintain school quality at the level 
people expect — and our children 
deserve — requires renewing the 
parcel tax. AEF is a nonprofit that 
was established in 1982. Its mission 
is to engage the community, raise 
funds and coordinate programs to 
support and enhance the quality of 
K-12 public education in Alameda.  

— Vicki Sedlack  
Executive Director 

Alameda Education Foundation
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