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Hospital / East
2304 Pacific Avenue  ■  Alameda
510.521.6608

■ Full Service Pet Hospitals  
■ Dog & Cat Boarding

Dr. Michael Miller
Dr. Marie-Anne Woolley
Dr. Randall Miller
Dr. Anita Luu
Dr. Cassie Clemens

Healthy Pets, Happy Families

Clinic / West
1409 Webster Street  ■  Alameda
510.521.5775

providencevethospital.com
Dr. Woolley and Tortue

• Limit 1
• Bring in your empty tank  
   and exchange it for a  
   pre-filled tank

• NO COUPON REQUIRED • NO COUPON REQUIRED

• Limit 2

1100 Lincoln Ave., Alameda
522-1345

P-3051Locally owned and operated in the  Alameda community for over 50 years!

SO MUCH MORE THAN A HARDWARE STORE
ALAMEDA, CALIFORNIA U.S.A.

2298-E South Shore Center Alameda, CA 94501
510-769-7540

AD PRICES VALID THRU  
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23RD, 2016  

AT OUR CENTRAL AVE. LOCATION ONLY 
West End • 640 A Central Ave. 

 (510) 522-1345

PROPANE  
TANK  

EXCHANGE

SINGLE-CUT 
HOUSE KEYS

SIZZLING SATURDAYS! 
• VALID EVERY SATURDAY IN OCTOBER •

LUCKEY SUNDAYS! 
• VALID EVERY SUNDAY IN OCTOBER •

25¢
EA

$1900
EA

1127 Lincoln Avenue 
(510) 522-2667

M-F 8am to 5pm, Sat 8am-2pm
royalautorepair@sbcglobal.net

www.royal-autorepair.net

For All Your Automotive Needs

ROYAL 
AUTO REPAIR
ROYAL 

AUTO REPAIRPAID ADVERTISEMENT

Treasures Abound at 
Mastick Thrift Shop  

Mastick Senior Center’s thrift shop offers all residents 
of the Island City and their friends a way to find 
terrific prices on clothes, shoes, household goods 

and electronic equipment. The shop also has books, DVDs 
and CDs — all at unbelievable prices, made more incredible 
with half-price sales. Volunteers staff the thrift shop, which 
serves as a fundraising program for Mastick Senior Center; all 
proceeds from the shop support the senior center. 

Thanks to the generosity of the Alameda community, 
the volunteers fill the shop to the brim with ever-changing, 
often-unused items. The shop is located at Mastick Senior 
Center, 1155 Santa Clara Ave. It is open from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on Tuesdays and Saturdays. The thrift shop accepts 
donations on Tuesdays and Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m.

EHS Band Three-Peats 
in Santa Cruz Review
The Encinal High School (EHS) Band took first place for the third straight year 

at a slightly drenched Santa Cruz Band Review held Oct. 15. This year the 
band was rated in a higher division, having moved from Division A to Division 

AA against eight other bands. The EHS Band now lists 47 musicians among its 
members, which pushed them into the new division. Attached units, including drum 
major Opal Stanfield and the flag team, bring the total to 60 members. Stanfield 
placed second in the military division and won a medal. The flag team placed 
third and took home a trophy. Overall, the band scored 89.55 and took first in 
Division AA. That would have been good enough for second place in both Division 
AAA and Division AAAA, for bands with more than 90 members. Parent volun-
teers were essential to making the performance possible, helping prepare break-
fast, lunch, uniforms and hair. The event requires some 16 hours of preparation 
and performance. Next, the troupe heads to Napa, where they will compete in the 
Vintage Band Review on Saturday, Nov. 12.
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Lives of the DeaD 
at Oakland’s Mountain View Cemetery

120 Pages of Stories Hidden in Oakland’s Historic Cemetery

Lives of the Dead is the fourth book in the History is All Around Us series by Dennis Evanosky 
which includes Oakland’s Laurel District, Mountain View Cemetery and Alameda: An Architectural 
Treasure Chest.  To find out more, or to order copies, visit evanosky.info or www.alamedasun.com. 
For more on Michael Colbruno, visit mountainviewpeople.blogspot.com.
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CALIFORNIA

MOUNTAIN VIEW 

CEMETERY

Lives of the Dead at Oakland’s Mountain View Cemetery presents all new stories 
of the personalities and history interred at Mountain View Cemetery. Covers 

Alameda families at Mountain View including the Cohens, the Gibbons and the 
Meyers. Two of the cemetery’s master historians team up for a second volume 

featuring tales of adventure, romance, intrigue and gossip.

AVAILABLE NOW!

DON’T FORGET THIS ALAMEDA TREASURE!
Alameda: An Architectural Treasure Chest 

The comprehensive overview of the Island’s domestic 
architecture. Includes early Alameda history  

and self-guided tours.  
To order this 128-page book send a check for $30 made out 
to Alameda Sun to 3215J Encinal Ave. Alameda CA 94501 

This book is also available for purchase at  
www.alamedasun.com using PayPal. 

Write to ekos@alamedasun.com or call (510) 263-1472 
for more details or to reserve a copy.

Lives of the Dead and Alameda: An Architectural Treasure Chest are publications  
of Stellar Media Group, Inc. of Alameda, California - Publishers of the Alameda Sun newspaper

Gil Michaels
It may have been its plausibil-

ity that made The Exorcist, a book 
and film about demonic posses-
sion, one of the scariest stories of 
all time. The book’s author, William 
Peter Blatty, was inspired by an 
actual exorcism. Exorcism has been 
attacked by skeptics as a pagan 
means of dealing with severe men-
tal illness. Skeptics believe that 
demons and malevolent spirits 
don’t exist. 

They may be wrong.
For many years, I worked as a 

field technician for a large electron-
ic service company near Berkeley. 
One day, my boss, Benny, a tall, 
stocky, tough-talking ex-Marine ser-
geant, called me to the office. 

“I need you to go out to East 
Oakland and see my old buddy 
Harry,” he said. “He was at the 
American Legion hall with me last 
night, very drunk, and said his TV 
is out. He said his wife and kids 
did something to it. He was so 
loaded that he forgot his wife died 
three weeks ago, and his two kids 
drowned at the beach years back. 

“He’s a real mess since his wife 
died,” Benny continued. “He’s booz-
ing it up, acting crazy and he looks 
like hell. So be prepared for him. 
Just go to his house, bring his TV 
to the shop and give him a loaner.”

I reluctantly followed orders. I 
put a new portable loaner TV in my 
van, and drove out to Harry’s house 
in Oakland’s Laurel district, a well-
kept white bungalow with a small 
front lawn. 

As I climbed three stairs to the 
tiny porch, I smelled a foul burned 
odor, like burning meat. 

“Harry must be barbequing” I 
thought. I knocked on the door. 
Harry opened it. I gasped and 
caught my breath. 

My boss’s comments about 
Harry’s appearance were an under-
statement. He looked awful, abso-
lutely ghoulish. His face was gaunt 
and pale, and his long, unkempt 
gray hair hung down and framed his 
dark circled, bloodshot blue eyes. I 
smelled bourbon and the stench of 
burning wood and flesh.

“Hi Harry, is something burn-
ing?” I asked.

Harry grinned maniacally and 
spoke. “Can you smell that? That’s 
from my wife and the little ones,” 
he said. “They come late every 
night when it’s real dark. They’re all 
burned up. My wife’s mad at me for 
cremating her after she died, so she 
brought the little ones back with 
her from hell to get revenge and tor-
ment me. Look what they’ve done 
to my house!”

I entered and looked around. 
There were little footprint scorches 
on the rug, as well as wide scorches 
on the arms and cushions of the 

The Little OnesThe Little Ones
A spooky tale of horror for Halloween Alameda in Spirit

melted TV and ordered me to toss 
it in the Dumpster.

“I don’t want that evil thing in 
the shop!” He exclaimed. Benny 
knew Harry’s brother, and alerted 
him. He didn’t call the police.

When I got home that night, my 
uniform reeked of Harry’s scorched 
house. It was sickening. I had to 
toss it in the garbage. I slept fit-
fully, having nightmarish visions of 
Harry’s ghostly “burned up” wife 
and kids.

The next morning, I walked into 
the shop, and Benny waved me 
into the office. “Did you watch the 
news?” He asked. 

“No, not yet. What’s up?” 
Benny gazed at me with a 
strange, haunted, fearful expres-
sion. “Harry’s dead. His house  
burned down. He ran out of his 
house screaming, with his hair and 
clothes on fire. A neighbor had to 
knock him down on the lawn to put 
out the flames.”

If that wasn’t enough, then 
came the kicker. “Now get this,” 
Benny said. “The neighbor looked 
up and saw a woman and two kids 
watching from the window. He said 
they were all burned up.”

Creeping along at satsfats510@
mailstation.com.

couch. The worst was the TV. All 
the control knobs were melted. I 
walked over and looked at it.

“The little ones wanted to watch 
cartoons. They touched my TV 
and the knobs melted,” Harry said. 
“The little ones are hot. They’re all 
burned up. They’re from hell!”

I shuddered. This was way too 
weird. Harry was obviously guilt-
ridden about cremating his wife, and 
was now insane and hallucinating. 
He had turned into a pyromaniac 
and was dangerously deranged. He 
needed immediate psychiatric help. 

I explained that I’d take his TV 
to the shop, leave him a loaner, 
and that my boss would talk to 
him later. Then I’d run back and 
tell Benny to call the police. Harry 
needed to be taken into custody 
and hospitalized, right away.

“Why don’t you stick around 
tonight, Gil?” Harry asked. “You 
wanna see people from hell?”

I declined, and got out of there 
quick. My van was filled with the 
acrid stench of burned plastic and 
smoke from the melted TV. It was 
nauseating. 

It also filled me with a strange, 
creepy, primal fear. I’ve never felt 
that way since.

Back at the shop, I told the 
crazy story to Benny. When I got 
to the part about Harry’s cre-
mated wife and dead kids coming 
at night, “all burned up,” Benny 
cried, “Ewww!” and visibly quiv-
ered. He took one look at Harry’s 

He looked  
awful, absolutely  
ghoulish.
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Scary Houses Multiplying in Town
Joan Radu-Sinaiko

Sun Staff Reports

Quite a few of Alameda’s finest Victorian-era homes have put on their Halloween 
costumes in preparation for the hundreds of trick-or-treaters expected to arrive 
in the Island City on the night of Monday, Oct. 31. The house on San Antonio 

Avenue, pictured above, is well known for its sculpture garden and spooky decor.
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