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and Cliff Shum, Senior Financial Planner, for his continued financial 
support, leadership and vision in creating our very successful first 

annual Alameda Meals on Wheels Alameda Marina Island Brewfest.  
Cliff is one of our honored community partners!

To Volunteer or if you have questions, please contact:
Alameda Meals on Wheels Program: Rosemary Reilly at 865-6131
Alameda Friendly Visitors Program: Joyce Leighton at 748-0342

Secure donations may be made at our website: www.alamedamealsonwheels.org/

Shirasoni

Shirasoni Japanese Restaurant offers a 
pleasant, modern Japanese atmosphere 

and a variety of teppanyaki dishes such as 
steak, chicken, seafood and vegetables  

prepared right in front of of you. We also 
feature a large selection of sushi rolls  

to compliment your taste.

TEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BARTEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BARTEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BAR

510.239.4285  
2660 Fifth Street • Alameda

CLIFF SHUM, CFP®
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PL ANNERTM

SHUM FINANCIAL GROUP 
1402 PARK STREET, SUITE E, AL AMEDA, CA 94501

T: 510.748.7462  F:  510.769.4990  SHUMFINANCIAL.COM
CA INSURANCE LIC.#0C27576

Investment advisory services are offered through Shum Financial Group, Inc., an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.
Insurance products and services are offered through Cliff Shum, Sole Proprietor, an affiliated company.

union jobs to Alameda. At the 
same time, they will protect chil-
dren by establishing buffer zones 
between dispensaries and plac-
es where children gather, like 
schools and recreation centers.

These regulations also 
strengthen Alameda’s second 
hand smoke ordinance that I 
worked to implement during my 
time serving as Vice Mayor of 
Alameda. They will offer strong 
protections for people in public 
places and for residents living in 
multifamily housing, preventing 
unwanted exposure to the smell 
and smoke.

The residents of Alameda will 
be well served by the thought-
ful work of Vice Mayor Malia 
Vella and City Councilmember 

Jim Oddie. Thanks to their lead-
ership and their courageous vote 
that honors the will of the voters, 
the new policies will allow those 
who wish to participate in the 
cannabis marketplace to do so 
with predictability and certainty, 
while enhancing public safety 
and protecting our children. I 
applaud the Council’s actions in 
adopting these strong and timely 
regulations.

Assemblymember Rob Bonta 
represents the 18th Assembly 
District, which includes Alameda, 
Oakland and San Leandro and is 
the Assistant Majority Leader and 
Chair of the Asian Pacific Islander 
(API) Legislative Caucus. 

Bonta can be reached via 
email at info@robbonta.com or by 
phone at (916) 552-6887.

Continued from page 11

Council: Receives kudos 
from State Assemblyman

False alarm, unspecified, at a 
commercial property: at 3:34 p.m. 
on the 1900 block of North Loop 
Road. 

Emergency medical responses: 
12:11 a.m. Everett Street; 12:28 a.m. 
Dayton Avenue; 12:31 a.m. Eagle 
Avenue; 1:22 a.m. Cypress Street; 
1:44 a.m. and 9:13 p.m. Park Street; 
3:13 a.m. Haight Avenue; 7:36 a.m. 
Westline Drive, water rescue; 8:43 
a.m. Island Drive; 8:58 a.m. Main 
Street; 9:53 a.m. Broadway; 10:05 
a.m. Clement Avenue; 11:09 a.m. 
San Antonio Avenue; 12:48 p.m. 
St. Charles Street; 12:50 p.m. Ninth 
Street, dispatched and canceled 
en route; 2:22 p.m. Corpus Christi 
Road; 3:08 p.m. Alameda Avenue; 
3:25 p.m. Lincoln Avenue; 5:53 p.m. 
Bette Street; 10:22 p.m. Encinal 
Avenue. 

Monday, Oct. 30
False alarm, unspecified, at 

a commercial property: at 6:35 
a.m. at South Shore Center. 

False alarm due to malfunc-
tion: at 7:35 a.m. on the 2700 
block of Fifth Street. 

Request to assist invalid: at 
12:13 p.m. on Ballena Boulevard. 

Report of water or steam 
leak: at 4:52 p.m. at the intersec-
tion of West Midway Avenue and 
Monarch Street. 

Outdoor rubbish fire: at 8:21 
p.m. on the 2200 block of Otis 
Drive. 

Emergency medical respons-
es: 6:41 a.m. Atlantic Avenue; 
8:31 a.m. Otis Drive; 8:54 a.m. 
Evans Court; 9:33 a.m. Porta 
Ballena; 10:27 a.m., 10:34 a.m., 
and 8:40 p.m. Santa Clara 
Avenue; 10:40 a.m. and 4:41 p.m. 

Fernside Boulevard; 11:14 a.m. 
Everett Street; 11:15 a.m. and 
4:52 p.m. Shore Line Drive; 11:44 
a.m. Central Avenue; 9:12 p.m. 
Willow Street; 10:39 p.m. West 
Tower Avenue, care refused.  

Tuesday, Oct. 31 
Report of water or steam leak: 

at 12:17 a.m. on the 900 block of 
Shorepoint Court. 

Five incidents of nothing 
found at dispatch addresses: at 
7:51 a.m. on Buena Vista Avenue; 
at 10:45 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. on 
Park Street; at 3:09 p.m. on Court 
Street; and at 6:22 p.m. on Mariner 
Square Loop. 

False alarm, unspecified, at a 
commercial property: at 4:18 p.m. 
on the 1900 block of North Loop 
Road. 

False alarm due to malfunc-

tion: at 8:06 p.m. on the 400 block 
of Willie Stargell Avenue. 

Emergency medical responses: 
5:18 a.m. South Shore Center; 5:49 
a.m. and 11:07 p.m. Park Street; 
9:52 a.m. Glenwood Isle; 11:21 
a.m. Blanding Avenue; 1:14 p.m. 
Santa Clara Avenue; 2:13 p.m. 
Sherman Street; 2:51 p.m. Justin 
Circle; 2:58 p.m. Lincoln Avenue; 
3:09 p.m. Maple Way; 4:22 p.m. 
Grand Street; 4:44 p.m. and 8:24 
p.m. Lincoln Avenue; 4:47 p.m. 
Island Drive; 6:05 p.m. and 6:08 
p.m. Empire Road in Oakland, dis-
patched and canceled en route; 
6:12 p.m. Ratto Road; 8:54 p.m. 
Minturn Street; 9:34 p.m. Santa 
Clara, motor vehicle accident 
with no injuries; 10:19 p.m. Marti 
Rae Court. 

Questions about the AFD Fire 
Wire? Write to editor@alamedasun.

Fire: Department reports on recent activities
Continued from page 13

The holidays are that one 
time of year when all the 
Alameda business groups 

gather to forget their differenc-
es and celebrate the holidays 
together. The relationship 

between the Alameda Chamber 
of Commerce, the Downtown 
Alameda Business Association, 
West Alameda Business As-
sociation and Greater Alameda 
Business Association is never 

Holiday Mixer to Unite Groups
Chamber, GABA, WABA, DABA members gather

Don’t Miss the Biggest Mixer of the Year
warmer than at the annual holi-
day mixer.  This year’s holiday 
mixer has been set for Wednes-
day, Dec. 13, at AEC Living (801 
Island Dr.) on Bay Farm Island. 

The event has a Mardi Gras 
theme this year, with New 
Orleans-style food on the menu. 
A photo booth will be on site and 
lots of other fun is planned.

This is truly the best event to 
meet and greet all the Alameda 
business owners in one place, 
and thank them for a great year 
of business. 

Chamber members also have 
a great mixer to look forward 
to in January. On Friday, Jan. 
12, the Chamber will gather at 
Alameda City Hall to celebrate 

the beginning of the “Art in 
City Hall” program. The mixer 
coincides with the unveilling of 
the city’s new gallery of art from 
5:30 to 7 p.m.

Mark Hersman
After six months of debate, pub-

lic input and research by Alameda’s 
City Council and staff, the Council 
voted 3-2 to bring an array of canna-
bis-related businesses to Alameda. 
As an aspiring business owner and 
activist, I’ve been involved in this 
process from its inception by pro-
viding input to our city officials and 
sharing the vision of our project 
with them. 

While we did not get all that we 
wanted in the new city ordinances 
(there is essentially no support for 
recreational adult use), I must com-
mend all involved in the process. 
We at Portman Enterprises have 
found Mayor Trish Spencer and all 
our City Councilmembers fair mind-
ed and approachable. We felt that 
we were truly heard in the process, 
as were other local voices with 
differing opinions. In addition, City 
Manager Jill Keimach was generous 
with her time, and her staff worked 
diligently to synthesize Council’s 
guidance. They met very difficult 
deadlines in order to keep the can-
nabis issue on track. 

Now the ball is in our court. 
Alameda is starting small and going 
slow, (to borrow the mantra adopt-
ed by Councilmember Marilyn Ezzy 
Ashcraft), with ordinances support-
ing two medical dispensaries along 
with license procedures for four 
product manufacturers, two testing 
labs and a cultivation nursery that 
will grow cannabis seedlings for 
wholesale to commercial cultiva-
tors. By approving a full suite of 
cannabis businesses, Alameda will 
be eligible for state funds to help 
offset public safety costs associ-
ated with our transition into the 
legal cannabis business. 

Now it is up to the business 
owners to open and run cannabis 
businesses that conform both to 
the letter and the spirit of our new 

ordinances. We must run our busi-
nesses in a manner that is benefi-
cial to the culture of our city. That 
means clean, well-kept storefronts, 
hiring local workers and paying 
them a fair wage, working with the 
school district and law enforce-
ment to keep marijuana out of the 
hands of children and teens and 
generally supporting our local busi-
ness community. 

If successful, the black market 
in cannabis will be replaced with 
responsible businesspeople who 
will provide important medicinal 
alternatives to the people who 
need it, while turning away under-
age users. 

It’s clear that 80 years of prohi-
bition of marijuana has failed our 
society, and the voters and local 
leaders have created a path to a 
better approach. We will provide 
cannabis that is tested for both 
purity and potency to adults with a 
valid medical referral. 

Patients will be able to discuss 
treatment options with well-trained 
consultants in order to pick a 
strain, dosage level and delivery 
method that works best for their 
individual condition. All this can 
be done in a clean and convenient 
setting. This means:

n No selling on street corners 
or near schools. 

n No sales to minors. 
n No marijuana coming from 

illegal drug cartels. 
n No violence around the sup-

ply chain. 
n No over-incarceration of peo-

ple simply for self-medicating with 
a plant that science shows has 
tremendous potential for healing. 

Mark Hersman is a managing 
member of Portman Enterprises, 
LLC. 

Cannabis Comes to Town
Commentary

Sun Staff Reports
The City Charter estab-

lished the Social Service Human 
Relations Board (SSHRB) to 
assess the social-service needs 
of the people of Alameda and 
report those needs to the 
City Council. The board also 
encourages the formation of 
private social welfare organiza-
tions to help fulfill any unmet 
needs. 

The board is conducting 
an online survey to help gauge 
housing, community develop-
ment and social-service needs. 
SSHRB will use this Information 
to prepare its recommendations 
to the City Council.

The survey gives residents 

a voice in how the city spends 
and invests federal and other 
funds it receives for programs 
and services. This money is an 
important tool to help support 
solutions to challenges that face 
Alameda’s low- and moderate-
income residents and neighbor-
hoods in the community.   

The board will share the 
survey’s data with the Alameda 
Unified School District and 
Alameda social-services agen-
cies, as they plan for future proj-
ects in Alameda. 

The survey is available 
online in English, Chinese and 
Spanish, at www.alamedaca.gov/ 
community; it closes at midnight,  
Monday, Dec. 11.

Needs Survey Awaits 
Input from Residents


