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en route; 9:36 p.m. Buena Vista 
Avenue; 3:49 p.m. Mariner Square 
Drive; 8:31 p.m. Encinal Avenue; 
9:22 p.m. Verdemar Drive; 10:22 
p.m. Atlantic Avenue; 10:26 p.m. 
Westline Drive; 11:18 p.m. Fifth; 
11:43 p.m. Eastshore Drive.

Friday, Sept. 30
Fire responses: 1:16 a.m. 2200 

block of Central Avenue, false 
alarm; 1:17 a.m. 900 block of Park 
Street, dispatched and canceled 
en route; 1:17 a.m. 2100 block 
of Clement Avenue, no incident 
found at dispatch address; 1:18 
a.m. 2200 block of Lincoln Avenue, 
dispatched and canceled en route; 
1:22 a.m. 2200 block of Santa Clara 
Avenue, no incident found at dis-
patch address; 1:43 a.m. 2300 
block of Blanding Avenue, mischie-
vous false alarm; 8:15 a.m. 1100 
block of West Red Line Avenue, 
dispatched and canceled en route. 
8:40 p.m. Cook Lane, request to 

assist invalid; 10:27 p.m. 1200 
block of Park Street, no incident 
found at dispatch address.

Emergency medical responses: 
2:45 a.m. San Jose Avenue; 3:27 
a.m. Park Street, dispatched and 
canceled en route; 7:30 a.m. Buena 
Vista Avenue; 9:19 a.m. Webster 
Street, dispatched and canceled 
en route; 10:44 a.m. Shore Line 
Drive at Willow Street; 11:01 a.m. 
Verdemar Drive; 12:09 p.m. Cola 
Ballena; 1:08 p.m. Blanding; 1:31 
p.m. Central; 1:38 p.m. Ballena 
Boulevard; 1:42 p.m. Shore Line 
Drive; 1:43 p.m. Everett Street; 2:07 
p.m. Berkeley Way in Berkeley; 
2:10 p.m. Gibbons Drive; 3:52 p.m. 
Poggi Street at Ralph Appezzato 
Memorial Parkway, motor vehicle 
accident involving a pedestrian; 
8:37 p.m. Oak Street; 10:45 p.m. San 
Jose Avenue at Chestnut Street, 
care refused.

Questions about the AFD Fire 
Wire? Write to editor@alamedasun.
com.

Fire: Department activity 
reports from past weeks
Continued from page 2

On Oct. 8, 2016, the day after his 
76th birthday party, Roger Joseph 
Hopping of Adin, Calif., passed 
away at home after a courageous 
battle with cancer.

Born in Alameda 
on Oct. 7, 1940, 
before the outbreak 
of World War II, Roger 
immediately blazed a 
trail that was unique-
ly his own, filled with 
a passion for his 
wife, his family and 
friends, and his dogs 
Rocket Man and Roscoe. 

He was the son of Robert (d. 
2008) and Geraldine (McGovern) 
Hopping (d. 1975) and the oldest 
of five siblings. In 1989, Roger and 
his wife, Paula (Pataye) Hopping, 
moved to the Pataye family home in 
Adin where for 27 years they made 
a life together.

Roger attended St. Joseph’s 
High School in Alameda and went 
on to community college, finish-
ing at Sonoma State University 
where he studied art. He later com-
pleted an apprenticeship program 
to become a union carpenter and 
building contractor. Roger prac-

ticed his craft throughout the Bay 
Area and travelled to Alaska to 
work on the Alaskan Pipeline. He 
served in the U.S. Marines Reserves 

and was called up for 
the Cuban Missile 
Crisis in 1962.

Roger loved 
music: Jazz, Blues, 
Rock & Roll, R&B, 
and Funk. Rarely did 
he miss an oppor-
tunity to recite his 
favorite lyric at the 
appropriate moment.

Roger was also an artist, a 
craftsman, and a naturalist. His 
many carvings and paintings were 
inspired by the beauty of his cho-
sen home, with its mountains and 
valleys and wildlife. In 2013, deter-
mined to stop the local Annual 
Coyote Killing Contest, Roger con-
tacted Project Coyote. One year 
later, California Fish & Game ruled 
to end all killing contests in the 
state of California. 

In 2016, Roger received Project 
Coyote’s first-ever Annual Coyote 
Warrior Award. Thanks to his pas-
sionate advocacy, the “Song Dog” 
still sings in Modoc County.

Roger Joseph Hopping
Local: Obituary listings continued from page 13

Roger is survived by his wife, 
Paula; brothers John (Laura), Mark 
(Kathryn), and Walter; his sister, 
Theresa (Hopping) Canizzaro; step-
children Johnny Cusack and Stacy 
(Cusack) Sweet; grandchildren 
Olivia and Liam Cusack; sons David 
and Arthur; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

Roger was preceded in death 
by his brother Joseph Hopping in 

1984 and niece Alexandra Hopping 
in 2011.

A memorial gathering of fam-
ily and friends will be held on 
Saturday, Nov. 5, at his home in 
Adin. In lieu of flowers and cards, 
please consider a donation to one 
of the following: Project Coyote, 
Mayers Intermountain Healthcare 
Foundation, Hospice Designation, 
or High Plateau Humane Society.
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‘After the Ball’ Comes 
at Critical Time for FAAS

Sun Staff Reports

Chamber of Commerce Executive Director 
Mark Sorensen (right) and his partner, Tom 
Squire, were among the local luminaries 

who came to raise funds to support the Friends of 
the Alameda Animal Shelter (FAAS) as the group 
awaits the city’s decision on whether or not to 
increase funding. The event drew a record 480 
and more attendees plus 60 shelter volunteers 
helping out. The exact amount raised is still being 
tallied, but FAAS officials estimate that attendees 
donated $26,000 to the FAAS medical fund alone. 
This fund saves the sick and injured animals that 
come into the shelter. “That covers a very big 
annual expense so we don’t have to euthanize 
these pets,” said Carla Thornton, development and 
communications director with FAAS. “We also auc-
tioned 50 silent-auction items including donated 
trips to New York, Hawaii and Disneyland and 
three donated top-of-the-line iPads!”

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda-based Executive Coach 

Merideth Mehlberg has fond child-
hood memories of receiving new 
PJs at Christmas. A few years ago, 
she learned more about Alameda’s 
Midway Homeless Shelter and the 
need for warm PJs and other items 
for the residents 
during the win-
ter months. She 
reached out to 
the shelter staff 
and will soon 
host her fourth 
annual Jammie 
Drive for the 
Midway Shelter.

Mehlberg gets 
a list of clothing 
sizes and ages 
of the residents 
from the shelter, 
and then shares this list (names 
withheld) with people who have 
indicated an interest in shopping 
for (or “adopting”) these families 
for the holiday season. “The gen-
erosity of Alamedans in the jam-
mie drives is simply amazing,” said 
Mehlberg. “This is a wonderful 
opportunity to shop with your chil-
dren while talking about the values 
of giving and supporting those in 
need.”

The Jammie Drive has become 
quite popular. According to Jammie 
Drive Coordinator, Kimberlee 
MacVicar, last year’s list of close to 
120 women and children filled up in 
under 72 hours. “Once all the fami-
lies were adopted, we continued to 
hear from people asking how else 
to participate,” said MacVicar. “We 
were able to quickly arrange with 
the shelter to expand the effort 
to accept cash donations, as well 
as donations of socks and under-
wear.” 

This year’s Jammie Drive will 
also include accepting toiletries 
and possibly other items to help 
shelter families.

Building Futures with Women & 
Children is the nonprofit operating 
Midway Shelter and two other shel-
ters in the East Bay. These shelters 
serve women and children who 
have experienced domestic vio-
lence and homelessness. According 
to the non-profit’s Development 

Coordinator Lorie Curtis “The 
Jammie Drive provides things that 
are really essential and immedi-
ately beneficial to these families as 
the majority of residents come with 
barely any personal items,” said 
Curtis. “Our residents are so grate-
ful to Mer and the Jammie Drive.”

This year’s 
Jammie Drive 
begins in 
November and 
concludes when 
p a r t i c i p a n t s 
deliver their 
donations at a 
thank you party 
on Wednesday, 
Dec. 7. Details 
are pending, but 
Mehlberg and 
MacVicar are 
building anoth-

er fun-filled party of appreciation 
thanks to support from Trader 
Joe’s, Gather & Grub, JoAnne Yada 
(“Ms. Y” to kids), the Barefoot 
Quales, a Girls Scouts troop and 
other surprises.

“This outpouring of community 
spirit resonates with people,” said 
Mehlberg. “It demonstrates to the 
families at the shelter staying there 
this holiday season that people 
who don’t know them truly care 
and want to help.”

To learn more and be added to 
the list of potential jammie shop-
pers, visit http://meridethmehl-
berg.com/holiday-jammie-drive. 

November Means its 
Time for Jammie Drive

“This is a wonder-
ful opportunity 
to shop with your 
children while 
talking about the 
values of giving 
and supporting 
those in need.”

— Kimberlee MacVicar

Help local families in need stay warm 
during holiday season, winter months

Job Fair for 
Veterans Set 
for Nov. 10

Sun Staff Reports
The Bay Area holds very few 

job fairs especially for veterans. On 
Thursday, Nov. 10, the USS Hornet 
will be hosting a large Veterans 
Job Fair aboard the ship. Dozens of 
employers will present. 

Visit www.uss-hornet.org/veter-
ansjobfair to find out more about 
registration for employers, job 
seekers and veteran organizations. 

Alameda businesses can partici-
pate for $150.


