
n 1 p.m. Mastick Movie Matinee: 
National Lampoon’s Christmas 
Vacation. Free for seniors. Mastick 
Senior Center, 1155 Santa Clara 
Ave. (Info: 747-7506) 

n 1 to 3 p.m. Satellite Office 
Hours: Meet with staff members of 
Assemblyman Rob Bonta. Free to the 
public. Administrative Conference 
Room, Main Branch of the Alameda 
Free Library, 1550 Oak St. 

n 3 to 5 p.m. Satellite Office 
Hours: Meet with staff members of 
Congresswoman Barbara Lee. Free to 
the public. Administrative Conference 
Room, Main Branch of the Alameda 
Free Library, 1550 Oak St. 

n 5:30 to 10 p.m. Christmas 
Tree Lane: Continues through New 
Year’s Eve. Thompson Avenue 
between Fernside Boulevard and 
High Street. 

n 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. “The Current 
Rent Ordinance”: Information 
workshop with question-and-
answer period. Free to the pub-
lic. Independence Plaza, Ruth 
Rambeau Community Room, 703 
Atlantic Ave.

n 6:30 to 8 p.m. Santa Visits: 
Continue, weather permitting, 
through Dec. 23. Thompson Avenue 
between Fernside Boulevard and 
High Street. 

n 7 to 9 p.m. Knitting Circle: 
Knitters of all levels and ages wel-
come. Free to the public. Julie’s 
Coffee and Tea Garden, 1223 Park 
St. (Info: 865-2385) 

Friday, Dec. 23
n 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Holiday 

Open House: Nature crafts, games, 
a chance to meet the snake and tur-
tle and other special activities for 
kids on their holiday break. Final 
day. Free for all ages. Crab Cove, 
1252 McKay Ave. (Info: 544-3187) 

n 5:30 to 10 p.m. Christmas 
Tree Lane: Continues through New 
Year’s Eve. Thompson Avenue 
between Fernside Boulevard and 
High Street. 

n 6:30 to 8 p.m. Santa Visits: 
Final appearance, weather permit-
ting. Thompson Avenue between 
Fernside Boulevard and High Street.

SNEAK PEEK 

n Dec. 31, 7 and 10 p.m. 
Concert: Featuring blues and soul 

diva Terrie Odabi. Tickets: $40, 
in advance or $45 at the door. 
Rhythmix Cultural Works, 2513 
Blanding Ave. (Info: 865-5060 or 
www.rhythmix.org) 

n Jan. 3, 2015, 7 p.m. Will 
Durst’s Big Fat Kiss Off Comedy 
Show: Featuring Johnny Steele, 
Debi Durst, Michael Bossier, Mari 
Magaloni and Arthur Gaus. Tickets: 
$25 in advance; $30 at the door. 
Rhythmix Cultural Works, 2513 
Blanding Ave. (Info: 865-5060 or 
www.rhythmix.org) 

n Jan. 14, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Blood Drive: Sponsored by Knights 
of Columbus Council #15965. Notre 
Dame Hall, 1101 Chestnut St. (Info, 
appts: www.redcrossblood.org, 
enter ALAMEDAKOFC or call 800-
733-2767) 

n Jan. 18, 10:30 a.m. “Questions 
Mothers Ask: Knowing What is 
Normal and What’s Not”: La Leche 
League meeting offering informa-
tion and support for nursing moth-
ers. Babies and toddlers are wel-
come. Gathering time is 10:15 a.m. 

2803 Clay St. (Info: Brittany, 365-
9220 or Virginia, 521-4867) 

n Jan. 18, 6:30 to 8 p.m. Frank 
Stella: A Retrospective: Docent pro-
gram and exhibit featuring Stella’s 
paintings, wall mounted reliefs and 
sculpture. Free to the public. Regina 
K. Stafford Room, Main Branch of 
the Alameda Free Library, 1550 Oak 
St. (Info: 747-7777) 

n Feb. 4, 1 to 4 p.m. Artists 
Reception: Celebrate the opening 
of an exhibit featuring photographs 
by Adam Gillitt and paintings by 
Bill Gillitt. Alameda Museum, 2324 
Alameda Ave. 

n Feb. 15, 10:30 a.m. “Baby’s 
Changing Needs: Starting Solids, 
Nutrition and Weaning”: La Leche 
League meeting offering informa-
tion and support for nursing moth-
ers. Babies and toddlers are wel-
come. Gathering time is 10:15 a.m. 
2803 Clay St. (Info: Brittany, 365-
9220 or Virginia, 521-4867)

Listing for the Alameda Sun 
events calendar? Write to events@ 
alamedasun.com. 
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ISLAND CITY WOMEN IN BUSINESS
Diana Redding
Diana Redding, J.D., L.L.M., M.B.A, is an Associate Attorney at the Law 
Offices of W. Lance Russum, A Professional Corporation, who practices 
law in the areas of Estate Planning, Probate, Trust and Probate Litigation, 
Taxation and Family Law. Diana offers practical advice to assist her 
clients. Diana is a member of the Alameda County Bar Association’s 
Lawyer Referral Service (LRS). Most LRS referrals are low income which 
gives Diana an opportunity to give back to her local community. Diana 
provides a free initial half hour consultation. Diana attended 
Golden Gate University in San Francisco, where she received 
her J.D., M.B.A. and L.L.M. degrees. Diana holds a black belt 
in Karate and is also an avid runner. 

Law Offices of Lance Russum • 522-6900
2500 Santa Clara Ave. • dredding@russumlaw.com

Attorney-at-Law

Deb Knowles
Deb’s years of professional experience in the Financial Services industry 
includes senior level leadership positions at Wells Fargo, VISA and Deloitte 
& Touché. Deb possesses a BA & MBA Financial Management and various 
industry licenses and designations. Deb works directly with individual inves-
tors and emphasizes a well-balanced portfolio and buy-and-hold strategy. Deb 
embraces the importance of building long-term, face-to-face relationships with 
her clients, helping them understand the investment options available today. 
Deb’s earliest training in structure, discipline and patience came courtesy 
of the U.S. Marine Corps, where she is a retired officer. Deb is the 
Board President for the Alameda Rotary Endowment Foundation 
and the Friends of the Alameda Animal Shelter (FAAS), and 
Secretary for the Downtown Alameda Business Association. 
In her spare time, Deb is an avid golfer.

Edward Jones • 749-0403
1336 Park Street, Ste. D • deb.knowles@edwardjones.com

Financial Advisor

Diane Hayes
As the proprietor of one of the last original shade shops, Diane Hayes has continued the 
family business with resounding success, offering a wide range of authentic Victorian 
window shades both locally and nationally with the aid of her website, shadeshop.com. Her 
business prides itself in its offering of a wide range of antique and modern styles reflect-
ing the local flora of tastes, and its dedication to customer service. Diane’s background 
as a machinist and her contractor’s experience ensures that she will not sell a product 
that she does not stand behind. Besides her hand-crafted roller shades, Diane’s shade 
shop offers all forms of window coverings to her local customers - anything from drapes 
to verticals, and everything in between. Because of her investment in the community,  
Diane urges customers to come into the shop and see for themselves her full and  
stunning gallery of window coverings.

Alameda Shade Shop • 522-0633
914 Central Ave. • www.alamedashadeshop.com

Owner

A Monthly Feature only in the Alameda Sun Celebrating the Island’s Female  
Business Professionals of Note the third Thursday of every month

For more information call Cynthia Pelletier @ 263-1824 • cpelletier@alamedasun.com

DDS, NMD, FAGD

Terecita Dean Family Practice • The Wellness Center of Alameda
2017 Central Ave. • 522-0878 • www.terecitadean.com

Terecita Dean
Terecita Dean, DDS, NMD, FAGD, is both a naturopath as well as 
a craniomandibular orthopedic practitioner. Dr. Dean is passionate 
and committed to total body wellness. She is extremely active in 
providing leading-edge technology to her patients with a dynamic 
natural system of healing and oral care. The Wellness Center’s 
comprehensive care therapy is concerned with the whole body, mind 
and spirit to foster a healthy foundation upon which to build your 
life. They have a general family dental practice for whole body 
health & wellness. The dental practice offers the latest in 
restorative and aesthetic dental techniques for adults along 
with treatments for the TemporoMandibular Joint (TMJ) and 
dental sleep disorders. 

TWIN TOWERS UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Corner of Oak Street
& Central Avenue

522-6744
www.twintowersumc.org

Come Celebrate  
Christmas season!
Sunday, Dec. 18, 9:30 a.m.

“Gifts Under the Tree”  a service of lessons  
and carols lead by the Youth Ministry

Christmas Eve, Thurs. Dec. 24, 5:00 p.m.
Candlelight service with Communion.  

All are Welcome!
Christmas Day, Fri. Dec. 25, 10:45 a.m.

Celebration “The Greatest Gift”  
A Gift to All of Alameda

Shirasoni

Shirasoni Japanese Restaurant offers a 
pleasant, modern Japanese atmosphere 

and a variety of teppanyaki dishes such as 
steak, chicken, seafood and vegetables  

prepared right in front of of you. We also 
feature a large selection of sushi rolls  

to compliment your taste.

TEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BARTEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BARTEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BAR

510.239.4285  
2660 Fifth Street • Alameda

Events: Coming up in the Island City
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spent several of his childhood 
years at Sunny Hills Farm in San 
Anselmo, Calif., a for-
mer orphanage, while 
his parents struggled 
to learn English and 
provide for the fam-
ily. His experience at 
Sunny Hills left him 
with positive memo-
ries of caring adults 
and good friends.

When they obtained 
a more stable foot-
ing, George was able 
to rejoin his parents in 
San Francisco. There 
he attended Marina 
Junior High School, 
and then Galileo High 
School. After graduat-
ing early in order to get 
a start at University of 
California at Berkeley before enter-
ing the military service, he enlisted 
in the Navy in 1943 and was able to 
continue his college education at the 
University of Colorado in Boulder.

In 1946 he was sent to Guam as a 
supply officer where he served until 
being released from the service.

He returned to U.C. Berkeley 
to complete his bachelor’s and 
master’s in food science and later 
returned for a master’s degree 
in public health administration. 
Meanwhile, he worked as a food 
and drug inspector and later 
administrator at the California 
Department of Public Health.

George decided what he really 
wanted to do was to become a law-
yer and began law school at night 
at University of San Francisco. 
After passing the bar exam he was 
offered a position at the National 
Institute of Health (NIH) and moved 
east in 1960, first to Washington, 

D.C. to work for NIH for a year and 
then to New York City to study on 
a food and drug law fellowship at 
New York University. 

There he obtained 
an LLM in trade 
regulations and 
met Joanne Helwig 
who was living in 
Greenwich Village 
around the cor-
ner from New York 
University. The two 
were married prior 
to moving back to 
the Bay Area in 1962. 
George opened his 
San Francisco law 
office, and for the 
next two decades 
taught health law part 
time at the School of 
Public Health at U.C 
Berkeley.

As a lawyer, his 
best-known case was Tarasoff 
v. Regents of the University of 
California. A young female student 
had been murdered by a disturbed 
young doctoral student from India 
after she rejected his advances. 
The young man had been seeing 
a psychologist at UC clinic at the 
time, and had talked about his 
desire to kill her. The psychologist 
learned from a friend of the young 
man that his patient was planning 
to buy a gun, and wrote a letter to 
the campus police about the situ-
ation. His superior learned of the 
matter and told the police to return 
the letter, and for the psychologist 
to destroy all copies of it.

Following the murder the par-
ents of the young woman sued 
the university on the grounds that 
their employee had failed to warn 
their daughter of imminent dan-
ger. In 1974 the California Supreme 
Court ruled that the psychologist 

had a duty to warn her. Regarding 
doctor-patient confidentiality the 
Court proclaimed “The protective 
privilege ends where the public 
peril begins.”

The Tarasoff case has been 
cited in hundreds of cases since, 
and statutes reflecting its ruling 
have been passed in a number of 
states. Two requirements are nec-
essary to create a duty to warn: a 
serious threat of harm to a known 
victim or victims, and a special 
relationship between the one who 
makes the threat and the person 
who learns of it. 

Application of the Tarasoff rul-
ing continues to be expanded well 
beyond duties of mental health pro-
fessionals. For example a physician 
is obligated to warn his genital her-
pes patient about the risk of trans-
mitting his disease. The patient 
then has a legal duty to disclose 
his past history of genital herpes 
infection to a prospective partner. 
Tarasoff motivated the enactment 
of a California statute modifying 
the 400-year-old hallmark of Anglo-
American jurisprudence, the attor-
ney-client privilege of confidential-
ity. Since its enactment, if a criminal 
attorney’s client threatens to kill a 
witness, the attorney is given the 
option of taking steps to protect the 
witness from harm.

Being a sole practitioner, George 
took advantage of his flexible sched-
ule to do extensive traveling with 
Joanne. Through the years they have 
visited most of Europe and much 
of Asia and the Middle East. They 
have felt privileged to come home 
to the Bay Area, with its world-class 
cultural offerings and mild climate.

A private memorial gathering 
will be announced and held at a 
later date. Anyone wishing to make 
a memorial gift may do so to a char-
ity of choice.

Local: Obituaries submitted this week
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Joanne McKray died peace-
fully at her home in Alameda on 
Dec. 7, 2016. Her beloved husband, 
George, of 55 years, died 20 days 
prior to Joanne passing on Nov. 
18, 2016. Her sister 
Marilyn Zeigler of 
Wilmington, N.C. had 
passed just recently. 

Joanne is survived 
by her brother, David 
Helwig of Flinstone, 
Ga., her stepson 
James McKray of 
Kings Beach, Calif., 
and her stepdaughters Shandis 
McKray Pilat of Auburn, Calif., and 
Linda Nelson of Las Vegas, Nev.

Joanne was born in Califon, N.J., 
to Frederic and Charlotte Helwig 
on Aug. 20, 1931. The family moved 
to Princeton, N.J., (where they 
lived across the street from Albert 
Einstein), and then to Knox, Pa., 
They spent World War II in Macon, 
Ga., where her father, an Army 
chaplain, was stationed before he 
was sent to France. The war ended 
and the family moved back north 
to Youngstown, N.Y., a suburb of 
Niagara Falls, in time for Joanne to 

begin high school. She subsequent-
ly graduated from the College of 
Wooster in Ohio, and then spent 
seven years living in Greenwhich 
Village in New York City where 

she acquired a 
master’s degree in 
sacred music from 
Union Theological 
Seminary and her 
husband.

When George 
finished his fellow-
ship at New York 
University the cou-

ple moved back to San Francisco, 
George’s hometown. There he 
opened his law office while teach-
ing part time at the School of Public 
Health at U.C. Berkeley, and Joanne 
took California required education 
courses at San Francisco State. 

A year later they moved to 
Oakland and, later, Alameda. 
Joanne began 26 years of teach-
ing choral music, world cultures 
and anthropology at Skyline High 
School in Oakland.

After she retired in 1990 the 
McKrays increased their foreign 
excursions, and over the years 

visited most of Europe and a num-
ber of countries in Asia and the 
Middle East. 

Joanne volunteered as a tutor 
in a literacy program and as a 
history docent at the Oakland 
Museum. Her major efforts con-
cerned a succession of good gov-
ernment issues, working as a State 
Board member of Common Cause 
and a member of the League of 
Women Voters. They included the 
establishment of the California Fair 
Political Practices Commission, 
campaign finance reform, imple-
mentation of ranked choice voting, 
state redistricting for fairer voter 
representation and government 
transparency. She was also active 
in the Alameda Democratic Club.

A private memorial gathering 
will be announced and held at 
a later date. Anyone wishing to 
make a memorial donation may 
do so to Midway Homeless Shelter 
(Building Futures for Women and 
Children, 1395 Bancroft Ave., San 
Leandro, CA 94577), or to the 
International Rescue Committee 
(122 East 42nd St., New York, NY 
10168-1289).

Joanne McKray


