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logo displayed be in porportion 
to the amount of the donation(s).  
Should we become really transpar-
ent and so amend the City Charter?

— James Tham

Balancing jobs, housing 
Editor: 

Ward Simpson (“No exceptions 
in housing shortage,” July 5) and 
others who complain about trying 
to get off and back on the Island 
during rush hour need to start 
looking at the traffic coming the 
other way. People who work here 
but can’t afford to live here struggle 
to get on the Island in the morning 
and off in the evening. That’s not 
the result of too much development 
— it’s the result of not enough of 
the right kind of development. 

The problem will only get worse 
as long as we limit new housing to $1 
million-plus, single-family homes for 
people who have to commute to jobs 
elsewhere. I hope that candidates for 
mayor and City Council this fall will 
start talking about how to achieve 
a jobs-housing balance: jobs for the 
people who live here and housing for 
the people who work here. 

— Allan Mann

Another response  
to assemblyman
Editor:

In his letter (“Birther Movement 
comes to Alameda,” July 5), Rob 
Bonta claims that the people 
working to oust Vice Mayor Vella 
are working from Donald Trump’s 
playbook. He cited Stephen 
Slauson’s questions of Bonta’s 
citizenship, and that people at a 
“citizens’” (his quotes not mine) 
meeting engaged in misogynistic 
and sexist attacks against the Vice 
Mayor. 

But then Bonta takes pages from 
that same playbook. First he tries 
to stain all of the people working 
to oust the Vice Mayor with the 
sins of one person. Since Slauson 
is a birther, everyone working 
against the Vice Mayor are birthers. 
And what are the details of this 
citizens’ meeting? Who attended 
this meeting and how does it relate 
to the effort to oust the Vice Mayor?

Bonta continues by relating the 
story of someone insulting a num-
ber of African-Americans out for 
dinner. But he doesn’t give any 
details, no proof. Who hurled the 
insults? What was the restaurant?  
When did this happen? Is this 
something he himself witnessed, 
or did someone relate the story 
to him?  

Finally, Bonta tries to label 
everyone working to oust the Vice 
Mayor as racist. He can’t seem 
to understand that people would 
be trying to oust her because 
they believe that she improperly 
interfered with the City Manager’s 
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Best Art 
Gallery

M A I N  G A L L E R Y

Patterns, Prose, & Poetry

June 1 – August 4, 2018
Reception: July 13 • 7-9 pm
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S I G N A T U R E  G A L L E R Y

The Art of Urban Sketching

July 5 – August 4, 2018
Reception: July 13• 7-9 pm 

Y V O N N E  L E EB E T H  B O U R L A N D

B A R B A R A  T A P PD A V I D  S A V E L L A N O

Treatment can be tough. You can be tougher.

CALL TODAY!
You can train at home,  

outside or in a gym.

I WILL GUIDE YOU THROUGH 
Exercise Training  

for Prevention
Strength During Treatment

and Life After Cancer

Janet Crandall 
American Cancer Society/ACSM

Certified Cancer Exercise Trainer
exercisetothrive@gmail.com 

510-332-6298
July is National  
UV Safety Month

selection of the next Fire Chief.
— Stephen Hinchey

Letter deemed divisive
Editor: 

Assm. Rob Bonta’s recent com-
ments (“Birther Movement comes 
to Alameda,” July 5) were divisive 
and narrow minded.

His reasoning regarding 
Vice Mayor Malia Vella is faulty. 
He begins by citing “disgusting, 
misogynistic and sexist” attacks 
against Vella. He then proceeds 
to the conclusion that if you 
question or oppose Vella then you 
are “supporting hate, bigotry and 
intolerance.” It has been a long 
time since I studied logic, and only 
at a California state college, but 
there is a flaw in there somewhere 
and his conclusion is just plain 
wrong.

Vella’s history during her City 
Council tenure can lead reasonable 
people to raise legitimate questions. 
Most obvious is her involvement in 
recent personnel moves and the 
subsequent investigations. This 

has led to a respectful attempted 
recall of Vella. 

This movement may only be 
a small minority against Bonta’s 
“super-majority.” However, let me 
remind Bonta that as our elected 
public servant it is his responsibil-
ity to defend the rights of these 
petitioners to be heard without 
calling them names. I also contend 
that the smaller the minority, the 
less popular their position and the 
more he personally disagrees, the 
more he should defend their rights. 

Let me close by assuring Bonta 
Alameda is not becoming a “racist 
backwater” intolerant of women of 
color just because Vella has faced 
opposition during her brief politi-
cal career. As proof, consider our 
last two mayors. They are Marie 
Gilmore and Trish Herrera Spencer.

— Jerry Yarborough

Bridge, tunnel crowd
Editor:

The bridges and tunnels we 
have are more than adequate to 
handle our traffic. The traffic is 

not caused by lack of lanes out 
of the city. All the tunnels and 
bridges lead to gridlock them-
selves. It’s a Bay Area problem, 
not an Alameda problem.

Not living close to where you 
work causes traffic. We have that  
situation occuring more and 
more in the Bay Area because 
of the housing shortage. Adding 
more lanes to traffic doesn’t 
improve traffic. They tried that in 
China with their massive 50-lane 
highway that got backed up for 
literal days because everything 
it fed into was too limited. The 
Alameda Access Project will 
adjust the exit of the tube to 
reduce the slowdowns around 
getting on the highway. For more 
information, see alamedactc.org/
oakland-alamedaproject.

None of this should be used as 
NIMBY excuses for not building 
more housing. We need to 
drastically increase the supply 
and help fix the exorbitant rental 
price increases.

— Zac Bowling

Celebrating Alameda: 
a Coast Guard City

Sun Staff Reports

Above, The U.S. Coast Guard Ceremonial Honor Guard Silent Drill Team 
performs rifle acrobatics at the second annual Coast Guard Festival in 
Alameda on July 4. In celebration of Independence Day, local Coast Guard 

units participated in Alameda’s annual Fourth of July parade and Coast Guard 
Festival, showcasing the service’s heritage and role in the community. Local Coast 
Guard units traveled the parade route — one of the longest in the nation at 3.3 
miles — and continued to Alameda Point for the festival. The second annual Coast 
Guard Festival celebrated Alameda as a Coast Guard City, one of 12 in the nation 
since 2006, and highlighted the long-standing partnership between the service and 
the city. The festival featured tours of the buoy tender, Coast Guard Cutter George 
Cobb, helicopter and boat displays, musical performances, parade awards and a 
demonstration by the Coast Guard Ceremonial Honor Guard Silent Drill Team.

Letters: To 
the editor
Continued from page 6

U.S. Coast Guard photo by Chief Petty Officer Sherri Eng

Sun Staff Reports

Gardeners at the Bay Eagle Community Garden 
(BECG) had their wish for a new shed granted 
through the generosity of Oakland’s Home Depot. 

BECG’s appeal for a new shed was substantiated by 
the Alameda Food Bank (AFB) with whom BECG shares 
surplus vegetables. The garden’s original shed had 
prevailed through winter winds and rain, but the slid-
ing doors had long left the tracks leaving the entrance 
accessible to nocturnal critters.  

Unanimous in their gratitude for AFB and for the 
Home Depot’s donation of a shed that resembles a 
cottage in a country garden are Frank, Chuck and 
Kathleen, garden members who interrupted their morn-
ing commute to stop and douse their plots in anticipa-
tion of an appearance from the midday sun.

The Sun Shines on Good Deeds

Home Depot Gives Back


