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• B-Vitamin Injections
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 ONLY $95   
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affordability, two experienced an 
improvement (Napa and San Luis 
Obispo) and two were unchanged 
(San Francisco and Madera).

• Seven of nine Bay Area coun-
ties recorded lower affordability 
numbers, as did all six Southern 
California regions. Nine of 10 
Central Valley counties and three 
of four Central Coast counties also 
saw lower affordability, compared 
to the previous quarter.  

• During the second quarter of 
2016, the most affordable counties 
in California were Kings (56 per-
cent); San Bernardino (56 percent); 
Kern (54 percent); and Fresno, 
Madera, and Tulare all at 50 percent. 

• San Francisco (13 percent), San 
Mateo (14 percent), and Santa Cruz 
(17 percent) counties were the least 

affordable areas of the state. 
• Thirty-one percent of 

California households could afford 
to purchase the $516,220 median-
priced home in the second quarter, 
down from 34 percent in first-quar-
ter 2016 and up from 30 percent in 
second-quarter 2015.

• A minimum annual income 
of $101,217 was needed to make 
monthly payments of $2,530, 
including principal, interest, and 
taxes on a 30-year fixed-rate mort-
gage at 3.85 percent interest rate.

• Forty percent of home buyers 
were able to purchase the $411,390 
median-priced condo or town-
home. An annual income of $80,663 
was required to make a monthly 
payment of $2,017.

Courtesy California Association 
of Realtors (www.car.org)

Realtors: State report
Continued from page 10

Stick Style Home Dates to 1880
Dennis Evanosky

A Victorian-era high-basement 
cottage has stood at 1177 Regent St. 
since 1881, when George Bittleston 
built the home for Robert and 
Alyssa Davis and their daughter 
Elizabeth. Davis owned Robert 
Davis & Co. at 405 Front St. in San 
Francisco. He and his associates 
worked as commission merchants, 
lending money to farmers and man-
ufactures in return for the sole 
right to sell their goods. 

Like Davis, Bittleston lived in 
Alameda. He made his home with 
his wife, Margaret, their daughters 
Mabel and Lucy, and son, Wilbur 
not far away from the Davis fam-
ily on Park Avenue in a home that 
he had built just a year earlier. 
Bittleston earned his living as a 
skilled carpenter. He built six 
homes that still survive in Alameda. 

He built his first one in 1879, 
when he teamed up with carpenter 
Peter Christensen to construct a 
combination living space and com-
mercial property at San Antonio 
Avenue and Oak Street. His sixth 
surviving home went up some 
18 years later in 1897, when he 
built a home on Stanton Street. 
Christensen proved more prolific. In 
Documentation of Victorian and Post-
Victorian Residential and Commercial 
Buildings, City of Alameda, 1854 to 
1904, Alameda Museum Curator 
George Gunn accounts for more 
than 20 Christensen creations.

Bittleston not only built homes. 
He worked at the Brooklyn Planing 
Mills on East 12th Street in today’s 

East Oakland. The mills turned out 
detailed wooden pieces for build-
ers. The decorative wooden orna-
mentation on each side of the sec-
ond story’s windows at 1177 Regent 
St. and the decorative wooden 
truss above them are examples 
of products that Brooklyn Planing 
Mills would have turned out.

Bittleston built the Davis home 
in an architectural style that shows 
the transition from both the Gothic 
Revival and Italianate styles that 
had largely run their course by the 
end of the Civil War. Bittleston and 
his contemporaries would have 
called the style that emerged dur-
ing this transition “Modern.” This 
new style emphasized structure, 
rather than design, and allowed 
wood to be wood. The Italianate 
style forced architects and builders 
to fashion wood to resemble stone. 
The new “Modern” changed all that 
and allowed a home’s wooden ele-
ments to appear natural.  

Scholars frequently refer to this 
style as “Eastlake,” after Queen 
Victoria’s furniture maker, Charles 
Eastlake. They used Eastlake’s name 
to define the style of ornamenta-
tion found on this “Modern” style. 
Builders “borrowed” styles from 
Eastlake’s catalogs, something the 
famous furniture designer did not 
appreciate. In 1971 Yale University 
architectural historian Vincent Scully 
gave the style a new name, one that 
architectural historians prefer today: 
Stick style. Scully said that the style 

“stripped” away the elements of ear-
lier styles and left the wood (the 
Stick) to express itself. 

The steeply pitched gable on 
the second story on the home at 
1177 Regent St., along with the 
plain wooden exterior walls and 
decorative wooden truss on the 
gable all help define the home’s 
style as Stick. Bittleston didn’t 
keep this home completely in this 
new style. He looked back and bor-
rowed the home’s wide front porch 
from the Gothic Revival style.

The Stick style first flowered 
in the early 1870s, but like oth-
ers, builders and architects fell vic-
tim to the “Long Depression” that 
lasted from 1873 to 1879. Once 

the crisis had passed, Bittleston 
and Christensen joined their col-
leagues across the nation and 
began to build anew. The Alameda 
pair started with their building at 
San Antonio and Oak. The part-
nership did not last; Bittleston 
and Christensen each struck out 
on their own the following year. 
Bittleston built his own home on 
Park Avenue and a second one on 
Regent Street for the Davises.

Bittleston’s five-bedrooms, one-
and one-half bath creation on Regent 
Street has come on the market. See 
the advertisement on page 12.

Dennis Evanosky is the president 
of the Alameda Museum. He can be 
reached at editor@alamedasun.com.
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Members of the family show off a newborn in this pho-
tograph of 1177 Regent St. taken in 1910. 
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