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ISLAND CITY WOMEN IN BUSINESS
Diana Redding
Diana Redding, J.D., L.L.M., M.B.A, is an Associate Attorney at the Law 
Offices of W. Lance Russum, A Professional Corporation, who practices 
law in the areas of Estate Planning, Probate, Trust and Probate Litigation, 
Taxation and Family Law. Diana offers practical advice to assist her 
clients. Diana is a member of the Alameda County Bar Association’s 
Lawyer Referral Service (LRS). Most LRS referrals are low income which 
gives Diana an opportunity to give back to her local community. Diana 
provides a free initial half hour consultation. Diana attended 
Golden Gate University in San Francisco, where she received 
her J.D., M.B.A. and L.L.M. degrees. Diana holds a black belt 
in Karate and is also an avid runner. 

Law Offices of Lance Russum • 522-6900
2500 Santa Clara Ave. • dredding@russumlaw.com

Attorney-at-Law

Deb Knowles
Deb’s years of professional experience in the Financial Services industry 
includes senior level leadership positions at Wells Fargo, VISA and Deloitte 
& Touché. Deb possesses a BA & MBA Financial Management and various 
industry licenses and designations. Deb works directly with individual inves-
tors and emphasizes a well-balanced portfolio and buy-and-hold strategy. Deb 
embraces the importance of building long-term, face-to-face relationships with 
her clients, helping them understand the investment options available today. 
Deb’s earliest training in structure, discipline and patience came courtesy 
of the U.S. Marine Corps, where she is a retired officer. Deb is the 
Board President for the Alameda Rotary Endowment Foundation 
and the Friends of the Alameda Animal Shelter (FAAS), and 
Secretary for the Downtown Alameda Business Association. 
In her spare time, Deb is an avid golfer.

Edward Jones Investments • 749-0403
1336 Park Street, Ste. D • deb.knowles@edwardjones.com

Financial Advisor

Diane Hayes
As the proprietor of one of the last original shade shops, Diane Hayes has continued the 
family business with resounding success, offering a wide range of authentic Victorian 
window shades both locally and nationally with the aid of her website, shadeshop.com. Her 
business prides itself in its offering of a wide range of antique and modern styles reflect-
ing the local flora of tastes, and its dedication to customer service. Diane’s background 
as a machinist and her contractor’s experience ensures that she will not sell a product 
that she does not stand behind. Besides her hand-crafted roller shades, Diane’s shade 
shop offers all forms of window coverings to her local customers - anything from drapes 
to verticals, and everything in between. Because of her investment in the community,  
Diane urges customers to come into the shop and see for themselves her full and  
stunning gallery of window coverings.

Alameda Shade Shop • 522-0633
914 Central Ave. • www.alamedashadeshop.com

Owner

A Monthly Feature only in the Alameda Sun Celebrating the Island’s Female  
Business Professionals of Note the third Thursday of every month

For more information call Cynthia Pelletier @ 263-1824 • cpelletier@alamedasun.com

DDS, NMD, FAGD

Terecita Dean Family Practice • The Wellness Center of Alameda
2017 Central Ave. • 522-0878 • www.wellnesscenterspa.com

Terecita Dean
Terecita Dean, DDS, NMD, FAGD, is both a naturopath as well as 
a craniomandibular orthopedic practitioner. Dr. Dean is passionate 
and committed to total body wellness. She is extremely active in 
providing leading-edge technology to her patients with a dynamic 
natural system of healing and oral care. The Wellness Center’s 
comprehensive care therapy is concerned with the whole body, mind 
and spirit to foster a healthy foundation upon which to build your 
life. They have a general family dental practice for whole body 
health & wellness. The dental practice offers the latest in 
restorative and aesthetic dental techniques for adults along 
with treatments for the TemporoMandibular Joint (TMJ) and 
dental sleep disorders. 

Where in Alameda?
Sketches by Nancy Seamons Crookston
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2314 Central Avenue, Alameda
510-865-8113

3346 Lakeshore Avenue, Oakland
510-444-9771

Where in Alameda?  
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Feel Good Kitchen
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Where in Alameda?  
Sketches by Nancy Seamons Crookston

Feel Good Kitchen

Gold Coast

So, tonight, I’m relinquishing 
my role as cook; I’m relinquishing 
my habit of eagerly volunteering 
to provide a fancy dish for a din-
ing experience with others; and I 
believe that I’m relinquishing my 
pride in ownership of a lovely array 
of cookbooks and specialty equip-
ment. I don’t need them anymore. 
Partnering with Trader Joe’s will be 
a good thing.

We all know those who died 
suddenly before time had the 
opportunity to take away any of 
their grownup skills and privileges. 
They never had to keep dozens 
of reading glasses carefully placed 
throughout the house; they never 
had to rely on neighbors to help 
carry groceries into their houses; 

they never had to wonder which 
day will be the last day they will be 
safe driving a car.

It’s not that this is uncharted 
territory. It’s movingly maneuvered 
everyday by friends, neighbors and 
loved ones. But it’s not a comfort-
able conversation. And, until it is, 
we will all just keep feeling our way 
through the dimming light, living 
in the realm of hope. Hope that we 
can drive one more time; hope we 
can pull off one more holiday meal; 
hope that we don’t look foolish or 
inept. Relinquishment is not failure, 
not capitulation. Relinquishment is 
a gift; a gift born of sticking around. 

Laurel Yeates is a daughter, wife, 
mother, grandmother, doula, nanny, 
Alameda Sun calendar editor and a 
nascent thanatologist.

many components, but contains a 
start and end date. When you rent 
a vacation home there is a start and 
end date. 

When you rent an apartment 
to someone you are not filling out 
an application for adoption, which 
is what a lease without expira-
tion would be. This person could 
become associated with you for life, 
not considering whether or not you 
wish to continue renting the prop-
erty in question. The reason for the 
life association would be due to the 
tenant being allowed to sublease 
the property under the Alameda 
Renters Coalition (ARC) proposal 
on the November ballot. 

The tenant could sublease the 
property to anyone of his or her 
choosing, without the landlord’s 
consent or knowledge as long as 
the tenant claims the property as 
the primary residence. Really? Like 
a mail drop? Or even the address 
shown on their driver’s license? 
The benefit to the tenant, of course, 
is he or she would be renting the 
apartment or house at a reduced 
price due to rent control. The ten-
ant could also make a profit by 
subleasing the property to a second 
person for personal financial gain 
or profit. 

The landlord would have no 
control over who the subtenant is 
or know the subtenant’s personal 
history. This subtenant, under cer-
tain circumstances, could become 
the legal tenant of the property 
without going through the tenant-
vetting process including a credit 
check. There are many other “loop-
holes” in the ARC proposal that are 
onerous and could subject the city 
to extended litigation at taxpayers’ 
expense.

Alameda voters should read 
ARC’s entire rent control proposal 
prior to voting to comprehend how 
onerous and punitive it is, not only 
to landlords, but to all property 
owners in Alameda. Community 
housing is not an issue to be sup-
ported by a select group of citizens, 
ie: landlord, it is a community wide 
problem and must be resolved and 
supported by the entire community 
through community financing. 

Not to say renters in Alameda 
do not have a legitimate complaint 
with regards to rising rents, howev-
er, the city of Alameda and particu-
larly the City Council is complicit 
in this becoming an out-of-control 
issue by allowing inappropriate 
statistical data to be considered 
and applied to the standard oper-
ating procedures of all Alameda 
landlords. The statistical data was 
inappropriate then and continues 
to be today, and was instrumental 
in causing this issue to escalate out 
of control.

— Harold Mackenzie 

Letter: To 
the editor 
on rent 
measure
Continued from page 6

Nudge: From life points
to new choices ahead
Continued from page 6

Dennis Evanosky
While writing a story about 

Alameda resident Lyle La Faver’s 
poetry, I discovered that I had 
much more to tell. I learned that, 
not unlike me, ink flowed in La 
Faver’s veins. He spent most of his 
life writing not just poems but news 
copy — lots of news copy. 

People in the news business 
have stories to tell, and La Faver is 
no exception. My favorite is a tale I 
stumbled on while researching this 
story — a tale about a bank robbery 
he participated in. No, not as a rob-
ber, but as one of the good guys. 
About six years ago, he sat down 
with the Lake County Record-Bee’s 
Mandy Feder and told her about the 
1966 robbery that happened while 
he was working as a reporter.

La Faver remembers seeing the 
robber holding the gun to the bank 
manager’s head while marching the 
helpless man out the back door 
to the parking lot. The then-30-
year-old reporter ran behind that 
slow-moving getaway car. “A detec-
tive picked him up in an under-
cover vehicle and asked La Faver 
if that was the bank robber in the 
other car,” Feder relates. La Faver 
answered “yes, with a hostage.” 
The officer introduced himself and 
suddenly realized that he was not 
talking to a fellow officer, but to 
a reporter. La Faver looked on as 
the police gunned the bank robber 
down right in front of him.

La Faver went back to his desk 
and wrote up his adventure at the 
bank. “It won him a best spot news 
award,” Feder related. La Faver 
worked as a newspaperman for 14 
years. He told Feder that writing 
news copy solidly impacted his 
writing, making it sharp and direct 
— qualities you find in his poetry. 

After witnessing the events in 
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square in the 
summer of 1989, La Faver applied 
his sharp, direct pen to relate what 
he witnessed. He called his work 
“Death on the Square.”

The poem helps us recall events 
of the summer of 1989 and particu-
larly that brave man who defied the 
tanks on Tiananmen Square. We never 
learned his identity and remember him 
as simply “tank man.” La Faver was 
working at Pacific Gas and Electricity 
Company when he wrote “Death on 
the Square.” His work so impressed 
a colleague that the colleague trans-
lated the poem into Mandarin, wrote 
it out in handsome calligraphy and 
presented it to La Faver. 

While I was writing this story a 
news bite came across my screen 
with a photograph of a shirtless 
man in Istanbul, Turkey standing in 
front of a tank just as “tank man” 
had done. The comparison wasn’t 
lost on the London Mirror. “It is remi-
niscent of the famous photograph of 
an unidentified Chinese citizen who 
stood in front of a column of tanks 
on June 4, 1989, the morning after 
the Chinese military had suppressed 
the Tiananmen Square protests by 
force,” the Mirror told its readers. 

Stories do repeat themselves. 

Reach Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Local Has Prolific Writing Career

Dennis Evanosky

Lyle La Faver holds a translation of his poem “Death on 
the Square.” The actions of the Chinese at Tiananmen 
Square in the summer of 1989 so impressed La Faver 
that he wrote a poem about the events. His poem so 
impressed one of his colleagues that the colleague 
translated the poem into Mandarin.

Death on the Square 
by Lyle La Favre

Side by side they stood,
On the side of good

‘Twas freedom they sought, 
With words they fought. 

Shoulder to shoulder
Bolder and bolder

The cry for new order
Rang out in the square.

One among them stood alone
On the harsh stone

Facing canon and tanks
He didn’t break ranks

The great cause 
Drew world applause 
The cry for new order 

Went beyond a mere border
The world was there

On Tiananmen Square
To watch and behold 
The acts of the bold. 

Sun Staff Reports
The city of Alameda announced 

last week that a sewer replacement 
project began last Thursday at the 
intersection of Park Street and Otis 
Drive. The project is estimated to 
take four weeks to complete. Work 
will be done at the intersection 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. 

Sewer service will not be inter-
rupted and no roads will be closed, 
but motorists and residents may 
experience minor disruptions in 

traffic, temporary loss of on-street 
parking, an increase in noise levels 
and dust during construction.

The contractor placed signs  
and message boards on Otis Drive 
last week to announce the upcom-
ing work and changes in park-
ing 72 hours in advance of the 
planned work. 

Direct any questions or infor-
mation regarding the project 
to Erin Smith at 747-7938. The 
project is funded by the Sewer 
Enterprise Fund.

Weeks of Sewer Work Ahead


