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Dr. Michael Miller
Dr. Marie-Anne Woolley
Dr. Randall Miller
Dr. Anita Luu
Dr. Cassie Clemens

Healthy Pets, Happy Families

Hospital / East
2304 Pacific Avenue
Alameda, California
510.521.6608

Full Service Pet Hospitals  
Dog & Cat Boarding

Clinic / West
1409 Webster Street
Alameda, California
510.521.5775

providencevethospital.comDr. Clemens and Natalie

For more information  
about West Alameda, 

visit www.westalameda 
business.com.

AlamedaAlameda

OPEN YEAR-ROUND

What’s Happening on the West End?
Put the Island Jam on the Calendar Now

Omelette, Benedict, French Toast, Pancake,  
Homemade Corned Beef Hash & More.

Early Bird Dinner Special $1495 to $1895 
Mon-Fri: 3pm-8pm / Sat-Sun: 3pm-6pm 

Includes Soup or Salad and Dessert 
Steak, Fish, Seafood, Chicken, Pork & Lamb 

Prime Rib (Fri - Sun)

1148 Ballena Blvd. Alameda, CA 94501  
Tel: (510) 865-5086 • 865-5088

www.pier29alameda.com

Hours: Mon-Fri 9aM - 9:30pM • sat-sun 8aM - 9:30pM

PIER 29 Waterfront Restaurant
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Cocktails

OUTDOOR WATERFRONT DINING, DOG FRIENDLY PATIO 
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING

Shirasoni

Shirasoni Japanese Restaurant offers a 
pleasant, modern Japanese atmosphere 

and a variety of teppanyaki dishes such as 
steak, chicken, seafood and vegetables  

prepared right in front of of you. We also 
feature a large selection of sushi rolls  

to compliment your taste.

TEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BARTEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BARTEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BAR

510.239.4285  
2660 Fifth Street • Alameda

Lindsey Properties Inc.
Commercial Residential Investments

Mario Mariani, Realtor
+BRE#01390504

MarioMarianiRealtor.com
MarioMarianiRealtor@hotmail.com

510.882.7766

Many readers do not know 
that on May 15, the day that Israel 
was celebrating 70 years since the 
start of its nation, their cousins, 
the Palestinian people, were com-
memorating 70 years since Nakba, 
the catastrophe when more than 
700,000 of their people left or were 
driven from their homes in 1948. 
Our elected officials never paused to 
make any reference to this sad truth. 

I encourage all people to speak 
out and advocate for what in any 
other context would make perfect 
sense, equality and justice for all in 
Palestine and Israel.

Please join me tonight, 
Thursday, May 31, at 6 p.m. for 
a presentation and question-and-
answer session titled “Palestinian 
Voices: On Gaza and Jerusalem” 
at Buena Vista United Methodist 
Church, 2311 Buena Vista Ave., 
Alameda. The event is cosponsored 
by Friends of Wadi Foquin, Eastwind 
Books, AROC, MECA and JVP Bay 
Area chapter. RSVP at https:// 
palestinian-voices-on-gaza-and 
-jerusalem.eventbrite.com.

Paula Rainey lives in Alameda.

Israel: A 
topic of 
concern

Letters: To the editor for this week on various and sundry topics of interest
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every day. A little black sedan had 
been totally eviscerated by a truck, 
which was also totaled. I could not 
stop without creating a hazard to 
all the drivers behind me. 

While there is a stop sign and 
a marking that should force driv-
ers to stop before the intersection, 
there is also a jungle of weeds 
growing there making the visibil-
ity very difficult. Oncoming traffic 
does not have a clear view. 

Everyone will conveniently 
blame the black sedan for going 
through the stop sign, but the truth 
is every single driver is set up to 
fail. It will require half a truckload 
of asphalt to permanently eliminate 
this nightmare. Let’s pass on those 
20 or so traffic lights and cameras 
to relieve traffic that will actually 
force the traffic to a stand still 
from the 7-11 in Oakland to Lincoln 
Avenue and beyond at peak hours. 

I will also pass on the new 23rd 
Avenue overpass, and will simply 
mention the British and the French 
dug a tunnel under the English 
Channel in six years. They built the 
highest bridge in the world, the Pont 
de Millau, in three years facing gale 
winds and freezing temperatures. 
While it is no longer the highest, it is 
none the less an achievement. 

I will conclude by simply remind-
ing everyone that two drivers lost 
their lives by losing control of their 
vehicles and plunging into the cold 
water of the Oakland Estuary. Both 
could have been saved with a sim-
ple guard rail to prevent the vehicle 
from plunging in the water. 

Who’s next? Caltrans does noth-
ing. The City of Oakland does noth-
ing. The City of Alameda does noth-
ing, and the Port of Oakland does 
nothing. Losing control of a vehicle 
should not be a death sentence.

The time has come to hold all of 
them accountable.

— Joel Rambaud

Alameda Marina key to 
city’s economic health
Editor:

The Alameda Marina develop-
ment went before the Planning 
Board Tuesday, May 29, [after 
the Alameda Sun went to press.] 
The Alameda Marina is along the 
Estuary on the Northern Waterfront 
next to Clement Avenue between 
Willow and Grand streets. Lots of 
us never venture to this part of 
Alameda, but it’s an area that’s 
very important to our city’s mari-
time and business health.  

Two years ago, Bay West 
Developers proposed a develop-
ment at the marina that would 
replace approximately 75 busi-
ness and 250 jobs with 760 mostly 
market-rate homes and add their 
associated traffic to Alameda. The 
development plan has already dis-
placed one of Alameda’s core busi-
nesses: Svendsen’s Boat Yard. 

As Alameda places housing on 
more land, some with existing busi-
nesses, the jobs-to-housing ratio 
becomes worse, available jobs and 
the tax base along with services on 
the Island available to the public 
become less.

The Alameda Marina is a 
wonderful historical snapshot of 
Alameda’s maritime history. Most 
of the buildings existed before 
1946 as World War II support for 
shipbuilding in the Pacific Theater 
and have been used in an active 
working and job-producing area 
of Alameda. Most of these build-
ings will be destroyed by the proj-
ect. The Alameda Architectural 
Preservation Society is actively 
working to save this historical part 
of Alameda’s great past.

The Alameda Marina has been 
more than a place to berth boats 
and a place to park boats on land.  
It has been an active maritime 

community serving the entire Bay 
Area.  

Svendsen’s Boat Yard was a via-
ble business that served not only 
Alameda’s boating community but 
provided full services through-
out the San Francisco Bay. The 
planned replacement commercial 
area of the project will not pro-
vide the same maritime services 
provided by Svendsen’s and is not 
large enough to be an economi-
cally viable boatyard. There will 
be no “out of the water” services 
and no services for more than 40 
houseboats in our community.

Bay West developers claim 
there are enough services around 
the Bay Area to replace those that 
are being lost to Alameda’s boating 
community. Almost all of the other 
boatyards are a fair distance from 
Alameda and have long waiting 
lists for customers needing service.

To serve the 4,000 boats on 
the Oakland Estuary, the current 
two small boatyards with space 
for about 15 boats each (at Grand 
Marina and British Marine in 
Oakland) are not enough. Clearly 
there is more demand; Svendsen’s 
at Alameda Marina had a boatyard 
serving 45 boats at a time.

These two remaining local yards 
are small and have long waiting 
lists. Local boaters are forced to 
spend a day of transport to bigger 
boatyards, long expensive round 
trips with the attendant environ-
mental impacts and waste of fuel. 

The marine services and jobs 
of a full-service boatyard are not 
being proposed by the develop-
er even though the space and 
infrastructure are already there 
ready for a new turnkey operation. 
Multiple boatyards have already 
been lost to housing develop-
ments, driving up repair costs by 
reducing competition for middle-
class recreational boat owners.

Slow down for what?
Editor:

Safety is a two-way street.
Last Sunday shortly after 3 p.m. I 

happened upon a very bad crash at 
the 23rd Avenue exit near Dennison 
and Kennedy streets in Oakland, 
used by thousands of Alamedans 

Some 2,000 new units, primarily 
market rate, have been proposed 
between Sherman and Park streets 
on Alameda’s north shore. Traffic 
studies for all these new units 
are flawed. The Alameda Marina 
Project will span approximately 
10  years. 

At the same time, Del Monte, 
Encinal Terminals and possibly 
Boatworks construction will be 
building. All of this construction 
traffic will affect the northern side 
of town where three bridges and  
the tube provide access for the 
Island. Traffic on the northern side 
will back up all traffic across the 
city. After construction, the staff 
reports states, the addition of these 
units will cause traffic that will 
“be significant” and the “impact is 
unavoidable.”

A link to the agenda and video 
of the Planning Board meeting can 
be found at https://alamedaca.gov.

Please write to your Planning 
Board and Council members and 
speak out about how this develop-
ment will affect Alameda’s future.

— Dorothy Freeman

Thanks, Senator
Editor:

I’m a high school student at 
Alameda Community Learning Center. 
Cutting the budget for foreign-aid pro-
grams denies millions of people a 
future. Congress took action last year 
to stop the proposed cuts. Congress 
must continue to take big steps with 
even more intensity now. 

Sen. Dianne Feinstein signed 
the Senate dear colleague letter for 
appropriations for Maternal and 
Child Health. She also signed the 
Global Partnership for Education 
and Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB 
and Malaria dear colleague letters.

Sen. Kamala Harris still has an 
opportunity to help babies get the 
nutrition they need and prevent 
unnecessary maternal and child 
deaths by signing on to the REACH 
Every Mother and Child Act.

Sen. Feinstein, you are a true 
supporter and we hope that you will 
continue to advocate in partnership 
with us on these issues so that we 
can bring an end to poverty by 2030.

— Jasmine Liu

The West End’s big-
gest event of the 
year, The Island Jam, 

is coming to Webster 
Street Saturday and 
Sunday, June 16 and 17, 
10 a.m to 5:30 p.m. The 
street festival celebrates 
Father’s Day and features 
rides, vendors, live music, 
cultural performances, 
fair food and more. The 
event spans the blocks of 
Webster Street between 
Central and Pacific ave-
nues. More information 
is available at: http://
neptunebeachcc.com. 
Keep checking this sec-
tion for updates on new 
features at the Island Jam 
taking place this year.


