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Healthy Pets, Happy Families

Hospital / East
2304 Pacific Avenue
Alameda, California
510.521.6608

Full Service Pet Hospitals  
Dog & Cat Boarding

Clinic / West
1409 Webster Street
Alameda, California
510.521.5775

providencevethospital.comDr. Luu and Kipper

631 BUENA VISTA • 522-0510 • Fax 522-0524
M-F 8:30-5:30 • Sat. 9:00-2:00
www.alamedaauto-lab.com

Alameda Auto Lab

It’s Easy to Be Green(er)
Tune up your car • Inflate your tires

Pollute less • Save gas

“The Only Certified Green  
Auto Shop in Alameda!”

$2 OFF
PROPANE

with this 
coupon

(Expires 12/31/18)

$2 OFF
PROPANE

with this 
coupon

Breakfast Special $495 & up
Mon - Fri 8am - 10am

Early Bird Dinner Special $1495 to $1895 
Mon-Fri: 3pm-8pm / Sat-Sun: 3pm-6pm 

Includes Soup or Salad and Dessert

1148 Ballena Blvd. Alameda, CA 94501  
Tel: (510) 865-5086 • 865-5088

www.pier29alameda.com

New Hours - opeN 8am Daily

PIER 29 Waterfront Restaurant
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Cocktails

OUTDOOR WATERFRONT DINING 
DOG FRIENDLY PATIO 

PLENTY OF FREE PARKING

Live Music
Art

Trivia
 

Specialty 
Cocktails

 
Local Craft

Beers
Fireside Lounge
1453 Webster Street 
Alameda, CA
@thefiresidelounge 
www.thefiresidelounge.com
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Are you invested properly?
Get a second opinion.

Guy Ben Ari, CFP®, AAMS®, CRPS®
Financial Advisor
.

935 Marina Village Pkwy
Alameda, CA 94501
510-522-2009
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC
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Are you earning enough
on your savings?

Guy Ben Ari, CFP®, AAMS®, CRPS®
Financial Advisor
.

935 Marina Village Pkwy
Alameda, CA 94501
510-522-2009
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

What’s Happening on the West End?
From the Desk of the Executive Director

Calafia Taqueria
Real Fresh Mexican Food

510.522.2996
Fax: 510-522-2997
1445 Webster Street

Try our New Salsa Bar!
Right next to the Farmer’s Market
Dine on Our New Outdoor Patio!

Celebrate in Our New Private Party Room!

M-Sat 10a-10p & Sun 10a-8p 
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WE’VE MOVED TO 
WEBSTER!

Visit our new location at  
1622 Webster Street!

AlAmedA OrthOpedic FOOt cAre

1622 Webster Street • 510 523-4316 

(Formerly in the Park Street District for 23 years)

Same Owner • Same Great Service
Orthopedic Footwear • Custom Insoles • Shoe Repair

MOVE IN SPECIAL! LIMITED TIME OFFER!
10% OFF EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

10% OFF ALL SERVICES!

•  B R O O K S  •  A E T R E X  •  D R .  C O M F O R T  • 

•  PW MINOR •  DREW •  ADVENCE  •  ORTHOFEET  •
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Now Serving  
Brunch Until 3pm  
Friday-Saturday

1500 Webster Street, Alameda 
510-253-4500 • cafelolies.com

For more information  
about West Alameda, 

visit www.westalameda 
business.com.

There are so many 
events and activi-
ties coming up this 

month on the West End 
that you can fill your cal-
endar with many ways to 
“Explore West Alameda.”

At the last West 
Alameda Business 
Association (WABA) 
board of directors’ meet-
ing on March 21, sev-
eral visitors, including 
Rosalind Fortuna from 
Fortuna Realty, joined the 
discussion. 

Sloane Morgan pre-
sented on a proposed 
Gig Car Share program 
for Alameda. Then Doug 
Biggs, executive direc-
tor of the Alameda Point 
Collaborative, gave a 
detailed description of 
the proposed Alameda 
Medical and Respite 
and Wellness Center on 
McKay Avenue. WABA 
will partner with the col-
laborative in the near 
future on a community 
forum discussing the 
proposed center. 

Also discussed at the 
meeting was the pro-
posed renovation of the 
McDonald’s on Central 
Avenue. The WABA 

design committee will 
work with the architects 
to ensure the historical 
integrity of the district 
is maintained. The next 
agenda item was the 
kick-off of the Economic 
Development Committee 
led by Matt Falzone of 
West End Crepe. The 
first meeting was lively 
and everyone is enthu-
siastic about keeping 
the momentum going 
for a revitalized Webster 
Street.

After the meeting, 
Fortuna shared that 
she had no idea of all 
the issues and projects 
WABA was working on 
to make West Alameda 
a great place to do busi-
ness. WABA’s general 
board meetings are open 
to the public so they 
can learn more about 
efforts to promote the 
district. Everyone is 
welcome to attend on 
the third Wednesdays of 
each month, 11 a.m. at 
Hawthorn Suites. 

As always, it’s a 
pleasure to represent 
and advocate for West 
Alameda. Throughout 
2018, we will provide 

many opportunities to 
Explore West Alameda. 

Feel free to con-
tact me at Linda@
WestAlamedaBusiness.
com or 523-5955.

— Linda Asbury 

Love Our Island  
Artwalk on Webster
The “Radical Beauty on 

Webster Street” Love Our 
Island Artwalk has been 
set for Friday, April 13, 
from 6 to 9 p.m. The walk 
will feature three artist’s 
installations in front of 
the following locations on 
Webster: 

• Ginny Parsons at 
Salon Number One, 1419 
Webster St. 

• ghost ghost teeth at 
J Couture and Alameda 
Sports Cards & Comics, 
1517 Webster St.

• Chris Rummell & 
Dickson Schneider at 

Sunshine Cleaners, 711 
Santa Clara Ave.

The April walk also 
features an Island City 
Waterways sneak preview 
performance with live 
performances by Maze 
Daiko and Epiphany Dance 
Theater at Calafia Taqueria, 
1435 Webster St. and 
Gamelan Sekar Jaya at US 
Bank, 1414 Webster St.

“Radical Beauty” is the 
theme for the Rhythmix 
Love Our Island Art Walk 
Series — a two-year, art-
centric, creative placemak-
ing project that utilizes 
public art, storefront art 
installations and music 
performances to activate 
Alameda’s historic down-
town districts. 

Earth Day Festival at 
Washington Park

The city’s official Earth 
Day celebration has been 

set for Saturday, April 
21, from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. in the West End’s 
Washington Park.

Come celebrate the 
planet while enjoying free 
activities for kids, Earth Day 
games and exhibits. Learn 

about building a clean, 
healthy, sustainable world 
for generations to come. 
There is lots more to do 
and learn. Find out more at 
the East Bay Regional Park 
District’s website: www.
ebparks.org.

Jeffrey R. Smith
If only it were astonishing that 

Ash Jones has “been removed from 
the substitute list” by the Alameda 
High School (AHS) principal. 
Having been in public education 
for more than 22 years, his removal 
is not astonishing.

His removal is consistent with 
the seemingly dauntless pursuit of 
mediocrity and the mollycoddling 
that appears to be the inadver-
tent goal of public education. It is 
astonishing, however, that someone 
would have the temerity to take on 
an Alameda legend, an icon, a stal-
wart, a warrior such as Ash Jones.

Many teachers start out as high 
school graduates, earn a baccalau-
reate and a teaching credential and 
then return to the high school set-
ting, never having experienced the 
“real” world. As a veteran, Navy 
Seal, Buddhist and political activist, 
Ash seems to discern many pieces 
of life’s complex mosaic: he has 
something to pass on to students.

As Roy Batty says of his multi-
farious experiences in Bladerunner, 
“All those moments will be lost in 
time, like tears in rain.”

So, too, will the experience and 
knowledge of Ash Jones, now that 
he is exiled from AHS. Students 
will be deprived of a wisdom that 
transcends the domain of ordinary 
high school academics. As stated, 
(“Teacher Suspects Removal for 

Protest,” March 29) the reasons for 
his “persona non grata” status are 
so “inconsequential” that Ash has 
“forgotten them.”

Will Alameda ever get the facts? 
Or will AUSD close ranks, circle 
the wagons, put the spin doctor 
to work and rev up the chaff dis-
penser? Ash pleads “nolo conten-
dere” to having “joined the group 
of students who marched down 
to Washington Park to participate 
in a demonstration of support for 
those killed and against violence 
and guns.”

As a teacher at Encinal High 
School (EHS), equally qualified to 
march as Ash Jones, I, too, was 
invited — by the administration — 
to accompany EHS students in their 
march to Washington Park. Being a 
fair-weather activist, I declined the 
opportunity given three environ-
mental factors: low temperatures, 
rain and wind. Admittedly, I was on 
active duty that day, and Ash was 
in the ready reserve: yet he was 
a highly qualified, credentialed, 
unpaid volunteer. 

Ash reports that the “students 
at AHS were told that if they walked 
out of school they would ‘get in 
trouble.’” So much for freedom of 
assembly and first amendment guar-
antees. Hopefully the AHS admin-
istration was bluffing the students, 
but according to reports, they were 
not blowing smoke when it came 

to Ash Jones; as he reports: he has 
been “banished. Permanently.”

Louis D. Brandeis, one of the 
greatest minds of the 20th century, 
once warned, “The greatest dan-
gers to liberty lurk in the insidi-
ous encroachment by men of zeal, 
well meaning but without under-
standing.” And as John F. Kennedy 
once observed, “The torch has 
been passed to a new generation of 
Americans.”

Will the torch get passed at 
AHS if “Unreasoned authority on 
the part of school administrators, 
parents and others in positions of 
power” are allowed to intercept the 
torch as it is passed from the gen-
eration of Ash Jones to America’s 
future at AHS?

When do young people gain 
responsibility, maturity and a sense 
of civic duty? Like the Scarecrow 
in Wizard of Oz? When they are 
handed a diploma? Or does the 
maturation process and the groom-
ing of active citizenship begin in 
kindergarten?

Sadly, this chapter in the 
Alameda story reads like Billy Jack; 
it needs to be rewritten quickly 
before we confuse students as to 
what constitutes good citizenship.

Contact Jeffrey Smith at jeffrey 
rsmith@aol.com.

AUSD Takes on an Icon
Tongue in Cheek

Eggs Scrambled Again
Sun Staff Reports

Local children kicked off spring with the Island City tradition known as the Spring 
Egg Scramble last Saturday. The kids took part in beach exploration, lawn 
games and arts and crafts in addition to scrambling for eggs. The Alameda Youth 

Committee hosted a snack bar and the Easter Bunny posed for photos with the kids.  
The Scramble is sponsored by Rotary Club of Alameda, East Bay Regional Park 
District and Alameda Recreation and Park Department.

Mayor Trish Spencer


