
The West End is proud 
to host Rhythmix 
Cultural Works’ Island 

City Waterways’ (ICW) 
second year. The truly 
unique roving art event 
brings a new chapter of 
Alameda history to life 
through music, dance, the-
ater and storytelling. This 
time, the theme is West 
Alameda’s famed amuse-
ment park, Neptune Beach, 
among other resorts once 
spread along the Island’s 
southern shore.

ICW is set for the 
weekend of Saturday and 
Sunday, May 19 and 20. 
Four performances will be 
held each day at 10 a.m., 
11:45 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 
3:15 p.m. Admission is 
free for all ages. 

ICW is a site-specific 
public art event that ani-
mates Alameda’s past and 
present. Following up on 
its popular debut in 2016, 
this year’s production, pre-
sented in association with 
East Bay Regional Parks 
District, tells a fresh story 
in a stunning, new loca-
tion as a cast of 40 actors, 
dancers and musicians will 
lead audiences on an easy 
stroll around Crab Cove 

and Crown Memorial State 
Beach. During the stroll, 
a 75-minute performance 
will unfold that brings to 
life the area’s rich history 
and celebrates the sea.

“We had a such fantas-
tic response to the first 
ICW, that I started scout-
ing for our next location 
the following week,” said 
Janet Koike, founder of 
Rhythmix Cultural Works. 
“It’s inspiring to create art 
for and about our commu-
nity here in Alameda, and 
we love this opportunity to 
share its colorful past and 
inviting present with the 
entire Bay Area.”

This year’s production 
tells the story of the land 
at Crab Cove and how it 
was shaped by the water 
around it. Carnies and 
bathing beauties start the 
show with a walk down 
Memory Lane. Travel back 
to the Roaring ‘20s when 
the area was the home of 
Neptune Beach, an amuse-
ment park with extravagant 
public baths. 

Then, following a drum 
corps, audiences visit 
“Glory of the Seas,” a 
World War II-era maritime 
officer training station, 
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Healthy Pets, Happy Families

Hospital / East
2304 Pacific Avenue
Alameda, California
510.521.6608

Full Service Pet Hospitals  
Dog & Cat Boarding

Clinic / West
1409 Webster Street
Alameda, California
510.521.5775

providencevethospital.comDr. Luu and Kipper

What’s Happening on the West End?
Island City Waterways Coming to West End in May

For more information  
about West Alameda, 

visit www.westalameda 
business.com.

Shirasoni

Shirasoni Japanese Restaurant offers a 
pleasant, modern Japanese atmosphere 

and a variety of teppanyaki dishes such as 
steak, chicken, seafood and vegetables  

prepared right in front of of you. We also 
feature a large selection of sushi rolls  

to compliment your taste.

TEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BARTEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BARTEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BAR

510.239.4285  
2660 Fifth Street • Alameda

Alameda Food Bank  
provides nutritious food to 
low-income Alamedans. To 
donate food or money or to 
receive services, call us at: 

523-5850
SINCE 1977
You can help!

visit www.alamedafoodbank.org

Now Serving  
Brunch Until 3pm  
Friday-Saturday

1500 Webster Street, Alameda 
510-253-4500 • cafelolies.com

at the Crab Cove Visitor 
Center.

The event is free, but 
online pre-registration is 

Missing Pauline’s 
Antiques already
Editor:

Alameda lost a tremendous leg-
end “Mr. Alameda” Lil Arnerich and 
the institution Pauline’s Antiques 
in the span of just days. It’s the end 
of an era.

There was no one like Lil. He 
did everything he possibly could to 
make our city better. For decades 
he supported this community as 
both an elected official and as a resi-
dent. Just looking at all this former 
baseball great and his wife, Norma, 
did for youth and afterschool sports 
here shows he was irreplaceable.

While one can’t compare Lil’s 
many accomplishments with 
a store, the eminent closing of 
Pauline’s Antiques is sad because 
Pauline Kelley offered more than 
a store. It was a fun, never-ending 
museum of pop culture. Who didn’t 
get lost in Pauline’s while exploring 
multiple levels stocked from floor 
to ceiling? 

From 1950s Look and Life mag-
azines, to vinyl records, 8-Track 
tapes, casettes, CDs and DVDs, you 
could find anything there. Classic 
original 1930s Viewmasters and 
their accompanying photographic 
image cardboard circles, estate-
quality jewelry, toys, games, elec-
tronics from the early 1900s, you 

name it; this tremendous history 
curator will not be forgotten.

Pauline and family, thank you 
for the years of pleasure and won-
der you brought everyone. 

— Dr. Mike Lano

Rotary says ‘thanks’
Editor:

The Rotary Club of Alameda 
Lobster Dinner was a huge success. 
We raised more than $11,000 to 
give to worthy causes through our 
community grants program. Thank 
you to all who attended. 

A special show of gratitude to 
our financial sponsors: AEC Living, 
Diehard Security, Ken Pearce of 
Greer Family Mortuary, Gail and 
Ahmet Artisalan, Jerry Nussbaum, 
Steve and Gail Kint, Harry Hartman 
and Deb Knowles. 

— Karen Kenney, President, 
Rotary Club of Alameda

Stop selling automatic 
weapons in Alameda

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter addressed to 
Steven G. Miller, president and chief 
executive officer of Big 5 Sporting 
Goods in El Segundo, Calif.

Dear Mr. Miller:
I am writing because of my 

dismay over the epidemic of gun 
murders in our country, especially 

those involving school children.  
While I cannot prevent a similar 
incident in an Alameda school, I 
believe a responsible step by Big 5, 
a longtime, well-regarded merchant 
in our community, would be to stop 
selling any assault-style, automatic 
weapons immediately.  

I applaud competing mer-
chants such as Walmart, Kroger 
(Fred Meiers), L.L. Bean and oth-
ers that have taken steps to elimi-
nate or reduce access to guns in 
their stores.

Recently the CEO of Dick’s 
Sporting Goods, Edward Stack, 
wrote an opinion piece in the 
Washington Post acknowledging 
that his firm must recognize its 
responsibility and cease selling 
assault-style guns and restricting 
the sale of other firearms to those 
older than 21. I urge you to take 
a similar responsible step in your 
Alameda and other East Bay stores.

I am part of a group in Alameda 
that includes churches, schools 
and other community groups, who 
will be writing to Big 5 executives 
and local management as well as 
affiliated organizations such as the 
March of Dimes, Bay to Breakers 
and others to bring this issue to 
the forefront.

Please step up and act upon 
your responsibility to help stop 
the gun violence in our community.

I look forward to your response.
— Joanne M. Gosling

Gene Kahane
Warriors for the Working Day

When I was a little boy,  
my mom worked,

And so one day I went to daycare,
Where she let go of my hand,

And someone else,
A woman I did not yet know,

Took it in hers,
And took care of me.

When I was old enough for school 
it happened again:

My mom walked me to  
Wilson Elementary,

Held again my little hand,
Comforting me,

Until a different woman  
welcomed me,

With excitement,  
warmth and love.

Kindergarten, first, second, third, 
fourth, fifth and sixth grade were 

all the same.
I was cared for by wonderfully 

smart women.
They taught me to add, subtract, 

read, write, spell and share.
I am a teacher today because  

of all of them,
But especially Mrs. Ridge, who let 
me read to the class after lunch.

When I became a father,
My wife and I turned our boys 

over to women as well:
Jenny, Mrs. Hopkins, Victoria 

Forrester, Katrina Staten.
Thank you for helping make my 

boys the great men they are today.

Letters: To the editor for this week
Continued from page 6 As a teacher I have been sur-

rounded and inspired by amazing 
women:

Jane Golden and Debbie 
Bradshaw, Linda Yarbrough and 

Linda Koistinen, Eileen Walsh and 
Shane Flemming, Olivia Higgins 

and Terri Elkin, Kirsten Zazo and 
Teresa Tenorio and Fran Kahane.

Each of them a warrior for the 
working day.

My current women co-workers 
are part of that same great class, 

making the world better each 
period, each day, each lesson, 

each child.  
I am awestruck by all of you:

If the world were right, and knew 
what I know,

There would be statues erected in 
order to show,

Until they filled every park and 
town square

A forest of heroes, everywhere.
Until then, know that my heart 

is filled with all of your love and 
loyalty,

Your wisdom and fierceness, your 
kindness and goofiness,

And that I have never forgotten all 
the times you held my hand.

Gene Kahane is one of Alameda’s 
poets laureate.

A Poem Celebrating Women’s History Month

Image by Pons Maar

Island City Waterways truly has no parallel. The unique traveling art installation will 
bring to life the era of the West End’s Neptune Beach May 19 and 20.

where they will join the 
trainees for drills. Ryujin 
the Dragon Queen spins a 
tale of ecological warning 
on the shores of the first 
estuary marine reserve in 
California, established in 
1980. And finally, Japanese 
taiko drummers, Balinese 
gamelan performers, musi-
cians and contemporary 
dancers take to the beach 

for a dazzling “Island to 
Island” finale that pays 
tribute to our shared waters 
and the global community’s 
efforts to protect them.

Along the way, audience 
members will be invited to 
participate in a variety of art 
and environmental activities 
including a chance to share 
their thoughts about the 
water in a recording kiosk 

recommended as space 
per tour is limited. 
Audience members are 
advised to arrive at the 
Crab Cove Visitor Center 
at least 30 minutes in 
advance to check in at 
registration and enjoy 
pre-show activities. 

For additional informa-
tion about Island City 
Waterways, visit islandc-
itywaterways.org.

Island City Waterways 
is supported in part by 
generous grants from the 
William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation, Fleishhacker 
Foundation and The 
MacPherson Fund.


