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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Reader found article 
below standards 
Editor:

The recent article (“Tweets 
Sadden Santa: Threaten 
Christmas,” Dec. 14) was not the 
least bit humorous. It was unnec-
essary, obscene and below what I 
thought were Alameda Sun’s ethi-
cal editorial standards!

I am absolutely incensed at this 
unnecessary show of disrespect 
for the office of the President of 
the United States. One is “free” 
to disapprove, dislike, object to 
and oppose the current individual 
lawfully elected to the office, but 
he should voice his “opinion” in 
the, Letter to the Editors section 
of the Sun. 

But for you, sir, to condone 
this slur, then add insult to injury 
with your asinine “joke” in the edi-
tor’s note at the end is absolutely 
shameful! My respect for the Sun 
is diminished.

— Bruce Elerick

Editor’s note: Thanks for read-
ing the Alameda Sun. We appre-
ciate all of our passionate and 
thorough readers.

Disappointment with 
recent commentary
Editor:

The Alameda Sun ran a piece 
on Dec. 14 written by a reader who 
was very upset about a company 
named Kairos, which is moving 
to Alameda Point and intends to 
study nuclear energy. I first would 
like to say that I am really disap-
pointed and frustrated that the 
Sun would run this piece under a 
bold headline that said, “Did Point 
Developer Blindside Alameda?” 

This headline seems intended 
to stir anger and controversy, as it 
implies that there was some back- 
door arrangements being made 
to sneak this company into town. 
Let’s remember that just a little 
more than five years ago, Alameda 
was very excited and hopeful 
that Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory (LBNL) would build 
a new campus at the Point, and 
campaigned to try and make it 
happen. 

I assume that everyone knows 
that LBNL is funded by the 
Department of Energy and that 
they do research on nuclear ener-
gy. So I’m really unclear how the 
“developer” is now being accused 
of “blindsiding Alameda.” In my 
opinion, this company will bring 
to our community, just the type of 

highly skilled jobs we have been 
hoping for and better yet, could 
be a catalyst to bring more. 

We can put our heads in the 
sand and find fault in everything, 
or we can do the research and try 
and figure out how to solve our 
energy problems. 

This is what I read Kairos is 
attempting to do. Nuclear ener-
gy has incredible potential if the 
issues that Kairos states they are 
trying to solve can be solved. 
We would be foolish as energy 
dependent people to not explore 
all options, and as a city to miss 
out on having this research occur 
right here. 

— Brock Grunt

Alameda Hospital a 
life-saver instead
Editor:

Although I respect and sympa-
thize with the recent letter criti-
cizing Alameda Hospital (“Why 
pay hospital tax?” Dec. 14). I do 
have a different perspective.

This October in the evening 
I slipped on my front porch and 
found myself flying through our 
banister with not the greatest of 
ease or grace. I landed 10 feet 
down in major pain. It turns out I 
broke a rib and was lucky that was 
all. I was in serious pain lying on 
the ground calling for help.

With the help of my neighbors 
(another wonderful example of 
the town we live in) I was slowly 
and painfully bundled into my car. 
My wife drove me to the Alameda 
Hospital emergency room. The 
fact that it took two to three min-
utes, and that I did not have to 
wait for an ambulance and take a 
long drive to an Oakland hospital, 
was a God-send.

The emergency room made me 
as comfortable as possible. After 
X-rays, some medication and good 
medical advice I crawled painfully 
into my own bed, after about four 
hours, to begin my slow recovery.

My point is, we live on an 
island. In the event of a major 
catastrophe (a major earthquake 
is long past due) we are going 
to need a medical facility on our 
island. Emergencies happen every 
day and to have a hospital so 
close to us, I believe, is essential 
for the benefit and safety of our 
community.

The finances of medicine 
today are limiting and restricting 
our medical options, but Alameda, 
due to the uniqueness of our com-
munity, needs our local hospital.

Thank you for your wonderful 

paper. You do a wonderful service 
to our community. I look forward 
every Thursday to getting my local 
news. Keep up the good work. 
Happy Holidays.

— John Platt

Alameda’s aged public 
infrastructure
Editor:

The City of Alameda has more 
than $200 million in unmet infra-
structure needs.

These include repairs to our 
streets and sidewalks, storm pump 
stations that are well past their use-
ful life, and park and other aged city 
facilities. These items haven’t been 
retrofitted to withstand earthquakes 
or to ensure access to those with 
disabilities. These repair backlogs 
put our city at risk. Without making 
these repairs, we face a greater risk 
of flooding; leaky roofs and other 
infrastructure failures in our recre-
ation centers and at Alameda Point. 
Drivers, pedestrians, bicyclists and 
transit users are more vulnerable 
to accidents and injuries. The city 
itself is at risk of lawsuits and steep 
regulatory fines, and our community 
is overall less resilient in responding 
to the impacts of climate change or 
the next emergency.

Alameda is not alone. Years of 
underinvestment in public infra-
structure has led the American 
Society of Civil Engineers to grade 
the nation’s infrastructure a D+, 
and the State of California has iden-
tified $77 billion in unmet needs. 
Each of us experience the result of 
this underinvestment every day, 
and it hits us in the pocketbook, 
too. Motorists in California pay 
an average of $844 per year in 
maintenance costs from driving 
on roads in disrepair.  Delaying 
repairs to our public infrastruc-
ture will cost us even more in the 
long term. One dollar spent now 
on preventative maintenance can 
save two or three dollars in more 
expensive repairs later.

Alamedans are taking notice. 
An annual community survey con-
ducted this summer found that 
making needed repairs to our pub-
lic infrastructure is important to 
Alamedans, and better maintenance 
of the city’s storm drains, mainte-
nance of city streets, and maintain-
ing our neighborhood parks as their 
top-three spending priorities.

Is repairing Alameda’s aged 
infrastructure a priority of yours? 
Let us know at https://alamedaca 
.gov/JointheConversation. We want 
to know your priorities.

— Liam Garland 
Public Works Director

Thank you to  
Mayor Spencer
Editor:

We applaud Mayor Trish Spencer 
and the Alameda Recreation and 
Park Department for endorsing 
the 10-minute walk to a park cam-
paign led by The Trust for Public 
Land, National Recreation and 
Park Association, and Urban Land 
Institute. The campaign is working 
with mayors across the country to 
advance park access and quality, 
with the bold goal of putting a high 
quality park or open space within a 
10-minute walk of every American.

The value of parks and green 
spaces is well known and well-
researched, including health, eco-
nomic, community-building and 
environmental benefits.

But in the United States, one 
in three Americans (approximately 
100 million people), do not have 
a park within a 10-minute walk 
of home. This is why we have a 
launched this ambitious campaign 
— because we believe that parks 
are anchors of healthy, livable com-
munities, and should be available 
to everyone — no matter where 
they live.

We are incredibly proud that 
Mayor Spencer has joined more 
than 140 mayors — from small 
towns and big cities across America, 
and from both parties — who sup-
port the 10-minute-walk campaign. 
Together, we will ensure that every 
person in every neighborhood in 
America has a quality park or green 
space close to home.

— Will Rogers, CEO,  
The Trust for Public Land;  

Barbara Tullipane, CEO, National 
Recreation and Parks Association; 

Ralph Boyd, CEO, ULI Americas

Rolleri gets an A+
Editor:

I just attended a community meet-
ing with Police Chief Paul Rolleri. As 
a result I am a big supporter. I found 
him to be smart, down-to-earth, able 
to empathize, realistic, balanced 
and honorable. I can’t see how he 
could be any more exceptional. I am 
proud say he is the Chief of Police in 
Alameda. We lucked out.

— Charles Hurt

Business network thanks 
community for support
Editor:

On Friday, Dec. 1, the Alameda 
Business Network (ABN) hosted its 
annual Arms Around Alameda fun-
draiser, celebrating the community 
with live entertainment by the Bay 
Area Music Project singers and the 
Alameda Ukulele Club. 

A big thank you goes out to the 
Alameda Welfare Council (AWC) for 
the time and donations and for 
distributing the proceeds to many 
Alameda non-profits.

This year’s event resulted in 
a donation to AWC of more than 
$12,000! ABN would like to thank 
the huge percentage of the Alameda 
business community that made 
contributions. 

— Angela Klein  
& Tamar Schwartzbart,  

ABN Fundraiser Co-Chairs

Editor’s note: The list of donor 
businesses was too long for the Sun 
to print. For photos from the fun-
draiser, visit www.alamedabiznet.
com/fundraiser.

Wrong idea about 
Alameda hospital
Editor:

Back in 2014, Alameda Hospital 
was taken over by Alameda Health 
System. People have had the wrong 

Each Thursday, the Alameda 
Sun distributes 23,500 copies 
of this newspaper throughout 
Alameda. The Sun prides itself in 
being a locally owned newspaper 
that covers nothing but Alameda. 
Each week readers turn to the Sun 
to learn about what is happening 
in the Island City — whether to 
the Police Blotter, Fire Wire or the 
weekly events calendar. The Sun  
offers topical stories on its front, 
sports, health and kids’ pages. 

This all costs money. Most 
readers are surprised to learn that 
it costs the Alameda Sun $422,000 
a year just to pay its employees, 
the press and the distributor and 
keep the landlord happy. 

This figure does not include 
bills to keep the lights on, to have 
the garbage picked up or pay for 
office supplies or postage. That 
means that the publishers Eric J. 
Kos and Dennis Evanosky have to 
raise at least $1,250 a day — each 
and every day of the year, week-
ends and Christmas included, 
without fail.

All this money comes from our 
loyal advertisers and subscribers. 
Where does this money go? 

The Sun’s payroll totals $17,500 
a month or $210,000 a year. No 
full-timer on staff, including the 
publishers, is paid more than $15 
an hour — minimum wage in this 
day and age. Some staff members 
are paid more, but they work 
part time. No one on the Sun staff 
could live on the money that he 
or she earns at the Sun. All full-

timers depend on outside income, 
for example from Social Security 
or help from a partner. 

In addition to payroll, rent 
and incidentals, the Sun has 
core, must-pay, weekly bills from 
its press and distributor. Some 
weeks, these two bills alone total 
$3,200 — that’s each and every 
week, for a total of $166,400 a 
year. Sometimes we fall short. 
This happens at the beginning of 
each year, something dictated by 
the rhythm of business with its 
ups and downs. 

We publish the Sun at practical-
ly minimum wage because we have 
ink in our blood — we think it is 
extremely important that Alameda 
has an independent newspaper. 
Kos and Evanosky are deeply com-
mitted to the community. Over the 
years, they have given hundreds of 
free history walks and talks to the 
community. Dennis has written a 
book about Alameda’s history and 
architecture — a book that would 
come about in part because of 
Kos’s expert design help. 

For four years Kos served as 
president of the Greater Alameda 
Business Association. Evanosky 
currently serves at the president 
of the Alameda Museum. Both Kos 
and Evanosky have shared their 
expertise with members of the 
community without charge. 

Readers and fellow history 
buffs who agree, please subscribe 
to the Alameda Sun or purchase 
Kos and Evanosky’s history books 
— they’ve written 13 books in 

all and are working on more. 
Please consider picking up a 
copy of the duo’s newest title, 
Lost Ballparks, available at the 
Sun office now. 

At this time, the Alameda 
Sun is asking Alameda to invest 
in its local news and its local 
history. Write a check for an 
annual subscription for just $25 
and mail it to Alameda Sun 
3215J Encinal Ave., Alameda CA 
94501 today. Thank you. 

Please Consider Supporting Sun
Editorial

perspective of who we take and 
who we don’t.

All forms of insurance are 
accepted as long as you have in-
network and out-of-network for 
insurance such as Blue Cross. If 
you have Medicare Part A and B, 
it doesn’t matter. 

Please let all your neighbors 
know we value their business. We 
want them to continue coming to 
a hospital that is getting a lift to 
a new way of doing business and 
is dedicated to helping the sick. 
We turn no one away. Patients are 
number one.

— Blanca Estella Garcia

Open letter from  
USS Hornet Museum

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter.

Dear Hornet Stakeholders:
Thank you for your stalwart 

support of the USS Hornet, Sea, 
Air and Space Museum this year. 
It’s been a year of great growth 
and advancement of the museum.

As the year ends we are all 
watching changes in the federal 
tax laws that may have an impact 
on charitable giving in coming 
years. As you consider your 
year-end gift to the USS Hornet 
Museum we ask you to consider 
increasing your gift to maximize 
your deduction this year and help 
us mitigate any potential loss in 
charitable giving in 2018.

We are here to answer your 
questions right up until the end of 
the year. We will be glad to review 
with you the different ways you 
can give to the museum this year 
and maximize your charitable 
deduction. Please also visit our 
convenient donation page online.

Happy Holidays to you and 
your family.

— Mike McCarron,  
Executive Director

Youth congratulates city 
departments on efforts
Dear City of Alameda:

Thank you for being such a 
great city. I love the libraries and 
parks. 

We have such a great library 
program! Why buy a book when 
you could borrow it for free from 
the library? Also, it is really nice 
how many programs are offered. 
Last of all, it was a brilliant idea 
for the library to have games 
available for check out, too. I love 
to read. Thank you!

I also enjoy our excellent parks. 
They are always kept clean. ARPD 
[Alameda Recreation and Park 
Department] does such a great 
job! I play softball at Krusi Park in 
the spring, and baseball at Lincoln 
Park in the summer. Our parks are 
so well used and the department 
takes such good care of them. 
Thank you for having so many pro-
grams at such great parks.

I appreciate your loyalty to the 
Island. Thank you!

— Madeleine Canavese, 11

On renaming  
Haight School
Editor:

I’ve just read the article 
(“Elementary School Renaming in 
Works,” Dec. 21) about renaming 
Haight school. I was curious and 
decided to look up Henry Haight 
and came across his entire inau-
guration  remarks. He did indeed 
denigrate Asians and blacks. My 
next thought was, “What did he 
do for the state that convinced 
the Democratic Party to nominate 
him and people to vote for him in 
the first place?”

Most of us are familiar with 
remarks made during an era 
that today are considered  
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