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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.

Looking forward  
to the new year
Editor:

Out on Bay Farm, our won-
derful big flag greeting everyone 
at Veterans Memorial Park, has 
been at half mast more than 
at any time in decades. In fact, 
we’ve counted in the last few 
months, it’s been at half staff 
more than it’s been flying at full 
staff because of all the shoot-
ings, the Wine Country fires and 
other tragedies like hurricanes 
and earthquakes. 

I know it’s early, but here’s to 
a better 2018 for this planet; 2017 
has not been kind to anyone.

— Dr. Mike Lano

Open letter to  
community, council

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter.

Attention Alameda residents:
The push by the cannabis 

industry bandwagon in Alameda, 
with the chorus of “Money, 
Money, Money” was loud and 
clear at the City Council meet-
ing on Nov. 7. At approximately 
2:15 a.m., Nov. 8, after an insanely 
long agenda, three of our council 
members, Mayor Trish Spencer, 
Councilman Jim Oddie and Vice 
Mayor Malia Vella approved this 
new ordinance. 

A huge pat on the back 
to Councilmembers Frank 
Matarrese and Marilyn Ezzy 
Ashcraft who showed their 
strong characters and their 
social concern for the residents 
of Alameda, by voting “no.” 

From the very beginning of 
this pushed-through ordinance, 
the Council did not really address 
the important major social and 
cultural issues for Alameda. I do 
not believe they took the time 
to reach out to other cities that  
already adopted a cannabis ordi-
nance and analyze the findings. 
For example, an October 2017 
comprehensive report on legal-
ization of marijuana in Colorado 
points out these social conse-
quences. Colorado has seen:

• Increase impaired driving 
fatalities

• Increased youth and college-
age use

• Increased emergency room 
visits and drug treatments

• Increased marijuana issues 
at schools.

The door is now open for the 

cannabis industry to expand in 
Alameda. Come election time, I 
hope our voters remember this 
important issue, one that favored 
money over social ramifications.

— Don Sherratt

Sun just doing its  
business as usual

Editor’s note: Quite a few 
Alameda Sun readers expressed 
appreciation for the recent edito-
rial by Eric J. Kos, “Just Business 
As Usual in Alameda,” Nov. 9. One 
reader chose to point out that the 
phrase “creating a false address on 
Atlantic Avenue” posed some cred-
ibility issues. The point of the edito-
rial was to depict ways in which the 
local firefighters union had influ-
enced local elections. While it can-
not be proven who sent the election 
materials from the false address, 
the unions backed the candidates 
who benefitted from, and firefight-
ers appeared on, those mailers. 
Following are letters received in 
regard to the editorial.

A pair of thank yous
Editor:

I just want to thank Eric J. Kos 
for the intelligent, objective and 
balanced editorial he published 
in this week’s Alameda Sun. We 
need a lot more of this type of 
journalism.

Thanks to Eric.
— Hanna Fry

Editor:
I appreciated your Nov. 9 edi-

torial. Thanks for following the 
fire chief appointment issue, and 
editorials like the above to keep 
us all honest.

— Heinrich Albert

Where there’s smoke ... 
Editor:

After reading “Just Business as 
Usual in Alameda” by Eric J. Kos, I 
sent the Alameda Sun a check for 
$50. Reading it again yesterday, 
I decided to double down with 
another $100. Let me tell you why:

Some 50 years ago — in the 
heyday of small community publi-
cations — a famous San Francisco 
news editor said something like this, 
“When you’re dealing with public 
art and communications in America, 
you’re dealing with money. You are 
in business. As long as there are 
printing bills to pay, writers want to 
earn a living by their craft, pay for 
groceries, raise children and have 
their own homes.”

Let’s get to the bottom of the 
alleged corruption in firefighter’s 
union. Let independent authori-
ties sort it out. I encourage you to 
donate to the Alameda Sun to help 
do this.

Here’s something else you can 
do. If you or someone else knows 
something, if you feel threatened, 
intimidated or afraid to speak out 
concerning the firefighters fias-
co, contact the Alameda County 
Grand Jury. You can make a Citizen 
Complaint at 272-6259. Or do this 
online at www.acgov.org/grandjury/
index.htm. Complaints are secret 
and confidential.

Years ago, when I was threat-
ened by a top Alameda adminis-
trator, I went to the Grand Jury.  
Later a judge found the guy guilty 
of breaking the law. Eventually he 
resigned and left town. 

Yes, it’s important to presume 
the innocence of all accused until 
proven otherwise. But often where 
there is smoke, there is fire. It’s 
time we turn up the heat on the 
firefighter’s union.

— Jan Sutter

Editor’s note: While we truly 
appreciate any contributions to our 
mission, and will strive to keep those 
dollars in the local economy, the 
Alameda Sun is a for-profit corpora-
tion and donations cannot be deduct-
ed from income taxes.

Local father needs help
Editor: 

We’re the Lim Family. Your 
readers have seen us in the Sun 
Shines Everywhere and other 
articles published over the past 
16 years we have raised our kids 
in town. Our children are just 16 
years old.

My husband, Jack, is very 
active in the Alameda commu-
nity, serving as a regular volun-
teer at the Alameda Food Bank, 
Otis Elementary School, Academy 
of Alameda, St. Joseph’s Basilica, 
Oakland Strokes and anywhere 
else he can help out. He always 
does so with skill and a big 
smile. He’s worked for East Bay 
Municipal Utilities District for 
more than 35 years. 

Recently we started a Caring 
Bridge page for Jack because he 
has a kidney disease called IgA 
nephropathy and is in desper-
ate need of a living-donor kid-
ney to survive. We are part of 
the University of California, San 
Francisco, transplant program 
which has a “give one, get one” 
program. This means there is no 
need to find a matching donor, 
just a willing donor. 

If you are willing to help save a 
neighbor’s life, more information 
is available online at www.caring-
bridge.org/visit/jacklim2. 

Thank you so much.
— Sue Lim

Paul Foreman
I must commend Eric J. Kos 

for his excellent editorial balancing 
our immense respect and appre-
ciation of our firefighters against 
our extreme distaste for the politi-
cal influence of their union (“Just 
Business as Usual in Alameda,” 
Nov. 9.) However, the firefighters’ 
union does have the right to pursue 
its political ends. There is no rem-
edy for this influence other than 
supporting the candidates for city 
office who will pledge to refuse 
any level of financial support from 
public employee unions and any 
other entity that does significant 
business with the city.

We have two members of 
Council who have made that 
pledge, Mayor Trish Spencer and 
Councilmember Frank Mataresse. 
Two candidates who also made 

the pledge, Jennifer Roloff and 
Tony Daysog were defeated in 
the 2016 election. The remaining 
three Councilmembers, Marilyn 
Ezzy Ashcraft, Jim Oddie and Vice 
Mayor Malia Vella have not only 
rejected such a pledge but have 
accepted support from the fire-
fighters’ union.

Unfortunately, both Spencer 
and Mataresse may run for mayor 
and Ashcraft is also rumored to 
be interested in doing the same. 
If Mataresse runs for mayor he 

After Next Election: 
Business as Usual?

If both Spencer 
and Mataresse 
run for Mayor, we 
automatically lose 
one of them on 
Council.

Commentary

will have to relinquish his can-
didacy for a second term on 
Council. However, Ashcraft can 
run for mayor while still sitting 
on Council, as her term does not 
expire until 2020.

The above paragraph 
describes a perfect storm for 
frustrating the efforts to reduce 
the political influence of the fire-
fighters’ union. If both Spencer 
and Mataresse run for mayor, we 
automatically lose one of them 
on the Council and we could lose 
both of them if Ashcraft wins the 
mayor’s seat in a three-way race.

However, if Mataresse delays 
running for mayor until 2022 and 
Tony Daysog chooses to seek 
a return to Council, we have a 
very good chance of blunting the 
union influence for a very long 
time. All of us who know and 
respect Mataresse must urge him 
to act in the best interests of the 
city and remain on Council.

Spencer, Mataresse and 
Daysog, while pledging not to 
accept public employee union 
money, are not anti-union. All 
have cast votes that benefitted 
our public employee unions. I 
have confidence that they cast 
their votes objectively. 

I do not have that confidence 
in Councilmembers Ashcraft, 
Vella and Oddie, who have 
not made the pledge and have 
accepted public employee union 
support.

Paul S. Foreman lives in 
Alameda.

Gene Kahane
In response to the recent stories 

of antisemitism and hate speech in 
Alameda, I’ve written the following 
poems for the community.

Swastika
After the speeches and shouts,

The crowd surged and circled the 
symbol — 

Straps of iron set on the  
perpendicular, 

Right-angled arms with  
pointy corners, 

Jutting out at the crowd.
There was palpable friction,

A recognition of the jagged object 
on the pole, 

And the destruction done in its 
shadow.

The audience paused,
Until one person leapt,

Grabbing and hanging on a limb.
Swaying and pulling until,
The segment snapped off,

And the woman landed safely.
Others followed,

Some helped up by cupped hands,
Until the six pieces,

Two long, four short,
Were held by six people.

They formed a circle,
Knelt,

And pushed the sections into the 
ground, 

Leaving a few inches protruding.
It was now a cemetery,
With six dark markers,

One per million.
No one knew what to do next,
Until a man stepped forward,

Elderly, tilting,
Shaking his head.

The crowd parted for him.
He leaned over his walker,

Reached in the ground,
And drew out a long piece,

Like Arthur.
He turned to the others,

“This one we keep,
to help us not forget.”

He moved back into the circle,
His hand clutching the shard,

The tremor noticed by all.

Ignorance
It took decades for America to 

understand Ali,
He with the rhymes and smile,

Shuffle and jab,
He with the odd name, new  

religion
And likewise friends.

The champ had to cover up,
Take the blows,

From our stupidity.
Later,

When he lit the torch in L.A.,
Hand shaking near the flame,

We could not deny it —
There was a man standing.

Same with Tommie and John in 
1968.

Two Olympians, fit and fleet,
Earning medals in Mexico.
For us they ran and won,

For us they raised their fists,
Black athletes, black gloves, black 

socks.
They got sent home like children,

For breaking a plate in a store.
Shame on you,
Shame on us —

For mistreating these men,
Who tried to be our teachers.

Today in San Jose,
They are statues,
Tiles and steel,
Forever risen,

Making us look up to them,
As we should have then.

Or better yet,
Stand next to them,

As Peter Norman did in solidarity.
Add now three women to  

the pedestal,
From our time —

Opel, Alicia and Patrisse,
Who stood in the streets,

Then strung together three words 
of fact —

Black Lives Matter.
Directed at anyone anywhere,

Uniformed or not,
Who acts on arrogance,

Thinking they can hit and hurt.
And the response?

You’d have thought we’d been 
slapped:

Fools crossing out the first word,
Yanking up signs,

Muttering the same nonsense Rosa 
heard,

And the kids at the lunch counter.

Poet Laureate on Current Events
Stop it, just stop it people.

When someone stands up to 
you,

Show some courage,
Look ’em in the eye,

And respect the fighter in the 
ring. 

Gene Kahane is one of 
Alameda’s Poets Laureate.

Island Poetry

Not fair to community
Editor:

I am writing in response to 
the recent letter regarding crime 
and homelessness in the East End 
(“Neighbor reflects on homeless-
ness, crime,” Nov. 16), by Emily 
Hodges.  Hodges writes that “we 
fail to recognize” that the “home-
less of the Bay Area are our neigh-
bors too.” I don’t believe that’s a 
fair characterization of our com-
munity. People here support many 
nonprofit, faith-based organizations 
and government agencies that feed, 
house and provide other support to 
our neighbors.

There are too many for a com-
prehensive list, but these organiza-

tions include the Alameda Food 
Bank, Midway Shelter, Alameda 
Point Collaborative, Alameda 
Family Services and Alameda Meals 
on Wheels. Over the years, the 
Alameda Sun has supported all of 
these organizations.

I volunteer my time and make 
financial donations to support 
those in need. I also believe it’s rea-
sonable for me to want my family to 
feel safe in our home and commu-
nity. It’s usually possible to replace 
“stolen stuff” as Hodges suggests, 
but is very difficult to reclaim a 
sense of security after people with 
very little to lose break into your 
home or rummage around in your 
backyard.  

— Karen Wellman
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