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shortly after she made it clear that 
she was going to ask Spencer for a 
recognition and apology of her past 
actions. This was an opportunity 
for her to help our community re-
flect, heal and move forward.

At this time a second photo was 
quickly organized to allow people 
who were aware of the past to show 
Pride, while refusing to condone 
Spencer’s past. Later that evening 
many LGBTQ leaders refused to ac-
cept a proclamation with Spencer’s 
signature that declared June 2017, 
Alameda LGBTQ Pride Month.

This was not a decision made 
lightly. Our community fought hard 
to get past city councils to issue a 
proclamation. Our recent history 
makes it an important statement. We 
understand that the City Council and 
city staff support Pride and it was 
difficult to return the proclamation 
that we know the majority support, 
but we felt that only an apology by 
Spencer would lend credibility and 
integrity to her signature.

Some people close to the Mayor 
are saying that she has “evolved” in 
her views, therefore it should not be 
difficult for her to say this. However, 
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Continued from page 6 before the photo op, leaders in Al-
ameda’s LGBTQ community asked 
Spencer to acknowledge the pain 
her past actions had caused and 
she declined. It is clear that she still 
does not understand the impor-
tance of her actions and the impact 
that they continue to have on the 
children, parents and teachers of 
our community.

Reconciliation is possible and 
desirable. We want nothing more 
than to move forward collectively to 
make sure Alameda is a community 
that embraces and celebrates all of 
its people. But in order for this to 
happen authentically, we need to 
openly address harms done, be ac-

countable, listen deeply to those 
who were impacted and seek to 
identify what repair needs to be 
made. This is the way we can 
come out of conflict stronger as a  
community. 

That is the way genuine trust 
in our leaders and each other can 
happen. National leaders have 
acknowledged their growth in be-
coming leaders who support and 
champion equality. To get there, 
there must be a public acknowl-
edgement from the Mayor herself 
that intentional or not, she empow-
ered hate groups to stand up and 
attack our families and our com-
munity. Anything less is just more 
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political posturing and meaning-
less photo ops. We believe that we 
can do better. Healing can happen.

We are thankful to live in a com-
munity where almost all our elected 
officials stand with us and support 
our equality, where our city’s staff 
feel that celebrating Pride is a posi-
tive community action, and where 
we can show our families that when 
Alamedans talk about our well-loved 
community, they mean us, too.

Kat Culberg and Alex Helperin, 
leaders on LGBTQ equality and inclu-
sion, worked to include Lesson 9 in 
Alameda’s schools.

Alameda won first place in the 
13-and-over sand castle category. 
Arjo and Finn families and friends 
from Alameda won second place, 
while Megan and Darrel from San 
Francisco finished in third place.

The Chop family from Alameda 
won the sand castle family cat-
egory for their Small Size, Big 
Mind castle. The Eastwood fam-
ily from Alameda came in second 
place, while the Fogg family from 
Concord finished in third place.

Jaz and Zack from Alameda 
won first place in the 12U cat-

egory for their Pizza Deep Fish 
sculpture. Nenna, Angelina, Jafme 
and Justin from Alameda came in 
second place for their Dolphin 
sculpture. Ariel and Cali from 
Vacaville placed third for their 
Starfish artwork.

Team Deanery — Judith, Art, 
Sam, Nichol, Andi, Gary, Jessica, 
Justin, Ashlee, Mac, Killeen from 
Alameda — won the 13-and-over 
sculpture competition with their 
Moana Goddess Te Fiti sculp-
ture. The Vipers — Maddie and 
Allyssa from Alameda — came in 
second place for their Volleyball 
Mermaid project, while Happy 
Journey — Ariu, Zhipeng, Nelson 
and Highland from San Francisco 
— finished third with their Lion’s 
Head sculpture.

The Shimohan family also won 
the sand sculpture family competi-
tion for their Family Faces project. 
The Hodges family from Alameda 
came in second place for their 
Baby Grow sculpture, while the 
Beach Squad from Vacaville fin-
ished in third place for Scrabble 
artwork.

Forty-six sand castle plots and 
67 sand sculpture plots were cre-
ated during the competition by 395 
participants.

Contact Sun staff at editor@
alamedasun.com.

Last Chance 
to Register for 
Fourth Parade

Sun Staff Reports
The Mayor’s Fourth of July 

Parade is almost here. Dust off your 
red, white and blue and hurry to the 
parade website to register an entry. 
In order to be judged, entrants must 
be register by June 23. 

Registration is free and all 
entries must be registered. To learn 
more log onto www.alamedaparade.
com/contact.
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This charming tower of turtles earned the esteem of fel-
low sand sculptors and architects at this year’s Sand 
Castle & Sculpture Contest.


