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Calafia Taqueria
Real Fresh 

Mexican Food
1445 Webster St.
510-522-2996
Fax: 510-522-2997

M-Sat 10a-10p 
& Sun 10a-8p 

High crimes and Misdemeanors.”  
Does hatred of the President by 

some (certainly not all) meet these 
requirements?

— Charles Herget

Editor’s note: Even the editor 
gets to express his opinion on the 
opinion page.

Let me count the ways
Editor:

I appreciate the challenge in 
Bruce Elerick’s letter to the editor 
to explain why some people hate 
the president and why he should be 
impeached (“Why does everyone 
hate the President?” April 13). 

I’ll try really hard to “not embar-
rass” myself. First, the answers to 
these two questions are not the 
same. Hating a president is not 
a reason to believe he should be 
impeached. Trump should be 
impeached for such offenses as 
lying to the voters; encouraging the 
aid of a foreign government in order 
to win an election; and knowingly 
profiting off of the presidency by 
not divesting in businesses that he 
owns that are directly benefitting 
financially from the fact that he is 
the president. 

I personally hate Trump 
because I think that he has lived 
his entire adult life cheating on 
and abusing his wives and sexually 
assaulting multiple women. He has 
also raked in millions, if not bil-
lions of dollars, without being able 
to show any record of significantly 
supporting charities or giving back 
in any way. 

I also hate him for worshiping 
the almighty dollar, but suddenly 
proclaiming religious beliefs only 
when it would help him win votes. 

I do hope that I have helped. 
Thanks for reaching out, and for 
not being afraid to admit your lack 
of comprehension. 

— Heidi Meyers

Investigate, then impeach
Editor: 

I agree with Marlene Kittleman 
(“Don’t double down on POTUS” 
April 13). This debate over the City 
Council’s involvement in investi-
gating Donald Trump should not 
be about anger and name-calling, 
“just truth and better use of our 
tax dollars,” as Kittelman states.  

So, if she agrees to stop telling 
us who supports the Council’s 
recent actions to “grow up” and 
“suck it up.” I will agree to always 
tell her the truth.

The resolution adopted by the 
City Council urges Rep. Barbara 
Lee, to press Congress to com-
plete a thorough investigation, 
including impeachment if indi-
cated.  There is no local financial 
impact, no waste of City Council 
time, and no diversion from other 
city business like potholes and the 
animal shelter. 

— Jerome Szymczak 
Alameda4Impeachment    

Open letter on new park
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy of this letter.

Supporters of the Jean Sweeney 
Open Space Park:

The Alameda Kiwanis 
Foundation is a strong supporter 
of Jean Sweeney Open Space Park 
(JSOSP) and has raised more than 
$25,000 to help install a natural 
playground in the first phase, but 
more funding is needed. The park 
is in a prime location to serve thou-
sands of Alameda children and fam-
ilies for many years to come. 

The Alameda Kiwanis 
Foundation is asking for a tax- 
deductible donation to buy play-
ground equipment. Opportunities 
for funding include a slide, observa-
tion climbing tower and a tire swing 
for the JSOSP playground.   

Donations can be made on the 
Alameda Kiwanis website (www.
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alamedakiwanis.org) by clicking on 
the Alameda Kiwanis Foundation-
JSOSP donate button at the bottom 
of the page. 

Please consider donating today. 
All amounts will help us better equip 
this playground and continue to 
show our support for open space 
in our city. Be sure to state on the 
check that the donation is for the 
Jean Sweeney Park Playground Fund. 
Remember all of your donations no 
matter how big or small will help this 
playground grow. 

Thank you for your support and 
consideration.

“Kiwanis Club of Alameda caring 
for the children of the world one 
child at a time.”

— Denise Gasti, President
Kiwanis Club of Alameda

Evaluation of  
an evaluation
Editor:

Last week’s commentary by Steve 
Tabor, (“‘Welcome the Stranger’ 
Project Evaluated,” April 13) about 
a report I wrote (“Alamedans Learn 
to Welcome the Stranger,” Dec. 
29, 2016) about the Welcome the 
Stranger project here in Alameda. 
Beacuse so much time has passed, 
much of Tabor’s commentary is a 
recapitulation of much of my report, 
and therefore, rather redundant. 
However, there are judgments in his 
commentary I’d like to address.

Tabor states, “Not much money 
is coming in, but the 80 volunteers 
seem ready to bring in another 
family. I perceive a strong detach-
ment here from social, economic 
and political reality.” As someone 
who’s had the good fortune to work 
directly with many of these 80 vol-
unteers I can see no sign of their 
being “strongly detached” as stated.

Tabor then states, “For the 80 
volunteers there is, of course, the 
good feeling that they are follow-
ing the dictates of their religion. 
Their good deeds in this situation 

enable them to feel good about them 
selves, even seperately from (a very 
Catholic) consideration of their wor-
thiness or lack of it.” I’m not sure 
what this means, but perhaps we 
find a clue later in the commentary.

“What we are seeing here,” 
Tabor states, “is one more example 
of identity politics. The volunteers’ 
payoff is their own, a way to suffuse 
good feeling through one’s particu-
lar psyche.” I think what Tabor is 
saying is that the volunteers work-
ing for the Welcome the Stranger 
project are doing so in order to feel 
good about themselves. Earlier on, 
Tabor states, “For any person to 
give something they have to get 
something in return.” I was think-
ing as I read these comments of 
the great American (if temporar-
ily muffled) welcome that I as an 
Englishman and millions of others 
have heard.

“Give me your tired, your poor, 
your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free...” Is this noble call 
just another example of “identity 
politics”?

Tabor seems to think that we are 
incapable as human beings of disinter-
ested, generous impulses. This is cyni-
cal rubbish. The many people here on 
the Island of Alameda who find ways 
to reach out and help one another are 
all capable of genuine human impuls-
es. To describe such impulses as “one 
more example of identity politics” — 
whatever that means — is unadulter-
ated reductionism. 

It’s called love, Mr. Tabor. Love.
Has Tabor met any of the 80 vol-

unteers? I doubt it. Has he met any 
of the Afghan refugees living here on 
the Island? I doubt it. So does he have 
any first-hand experience to support 
his negative observations? I doubt it.

Maybe he should step out of his 
cynical box and see how people 
are helping one another. Maybe 
it would be good for him. Come 
join us, Steve! Don’t be a stranger, 
there’s lots to be done.

— Emmanuel Williams

readers at the origin don’t know the 
destination. For those who have 
purchased tickets, hand them to 
the ferry agent on the way out.

Line up on the right
When lining up for the ferry at 

Gate E adjacent to the Ferry Building 
in San Francisco, there are two sepa-
rate lines. The line on the left is for 
the Harbor Bay Ferry. This ferry 
goes to the end of Alameda that 
is closest to the Oakland Airport. 
The line on the right is for Oakland 
and Gateway Alameda. This ferry 
stops at Gateway Alameda and then 
continues to Jack London Square in 
Oakland. For years, I have asked for 
signage to this effect, but my pleas 
have been ignored. The boarding 
process in San Francisco is the same 
as in Alameda.

Locked entry doors
The doors at Gate E in San 

Francisco lock when the dock is 
not in use. They open 10 minutes 
before the arrival of each boat. 
Since passengers show up as early 

as 30 minutes before, they form a 
line just outside the entry. When it 
rains, passengers stand in the rain, 
blocked from using the covered 
awning.

Don’t delay
Passengers with bicycles disem-

bark after all of the other passen-
gers. If there are 350 passengers, 
and each takes an extra 4 seconds 
to disembark, that’s an extra 23 
minutes and 20 seconds that the 50 
cyclists need to wait. That’s anoth-
er example of why it’s important 
for everyone to follow the unwrit-
ten rules of ferry etiquette and be 
prepared to disembark properly. 
It only takes 4 extra seconds per 
person to really add up.

To stay up to date with the 
latest changes to published ferry 
schedules, riders are encouraged 
to sign up for Bay Area Alerts.

Alameda resident and ferry com-
muter Scott Sheppard has worked for 
Autodesk for 25 out of the last 27 years 
depending on if you count acquisitions 
and dot coms. He can be reached at 
scott.sheppard@autodesk.com.

Courtesy photo

With brand new MV Hydrus plying the waters of San 
Francisco Bay, it might be a good time to review tips 
on how to be a considerate commuter.











































TavisTock Books
First Editions, Rare  
& Collectible Books

1503 Webster St.
814-0480

vjz@tavbooks.com
www.tavbooks.com

l We Buy Books l

Open by chance or by appointment

Includes Soup or Salad and Dessert
Angus Prime Rib / New York Steak / Fish 

Fried Prawns / Pasta / Lamb Shank & More!

OPEN DAILY 9AM-10PM • PLENTY OF FREE PARKING
1148 Ballena Blvd. Alameda, CA 94501  

Tel: (510) 865-5086 l 865-5088

Early Bird dinnEr SpEcial  
$1395 to $1795

Mon-Fri: 3pm-7pm / Sat-Sun: 3pm-6pm

PIER 29 Waterfront Restaurant
Breakfast l Lunch l Dinner l Cocktails

Happy Hour
Mon-Fri 3pm-7pm | Sat & Sun 3pm-6pm

Special Menu $195 & Up 

OUTDOOR  
WATERFRONT 

DINING!

BEST of
Alameda

Magazine 
2016

Hospital / East
2304 Pacific Avenue  ■  Alameda
510.521.6608

■ Full Service Pet Hospitals  
■ Dog & Cat Boarding

Dr. Michael Miller
Dr. Marie-Anne Woolley
Dr. Randall Miller
Dr. Anita Luu
Dr. Cassie Clemens

Healthy Pets, Happy Families

Clinic / West
1409 Webster Street  ■  Alameda
510.521.5775

providencevethospital.com
Dr. Luu and Kipper

• Limit 2
• Bring in your empty tank  
   and exchange it for a  
   pre-filled tank

• NO COUPON REQUIRED • NO COUPON REQUIRED

• Limit 2

1100 Lincoln Ave., Alameda
522-1345

P-3051Locally owned and operated in the  Alameda community for over 50 years!

SO MUCH MORE THAN A HARDWARE STORE
ALAMEDA, CALIFORNIA U.S.A.

2298-E South Shore Center Alameda, CA 94501
510-769-7540

AD PRICES VALID THRU  
SUNDAY, APRIL 30TH, 2017  

AT OUR CENTRAL AVE. LOCATION ONLY 
West End • 640 A Central Ave. 

 (510) 522-1345

PROPANE  
TANK  

EXCHANGE

SINGLE-CUT 
HOUSE KEYS

SIZZLING SATURDAYS! 
• VALID EVERY SATURDAY IN APRIL •

LUCKEY SUNDAYS! 
• VALID EVERY SUNDAY IN APRIL •

25¢
EA$1900

EA
 

“Whet your  
Whistle”  

with our local  
craft spirits  
beer & wine  
While you ...

Fireside Lounge
1453 Webster Street 

Alameda, CA
@thefiresidelounge 

www.thefiresidelounge.com

Wine & Dine, the sig-
nature annual event 
that showcases the 

special restaurants, winer-
ies, breweries and distillers 
of West Alameda and beyond 
is just around the corner! 
Don’t miss this excellent 

opportunity on Wednesday, 
April 26, to enjoy a wonder-
ful evening of wining and 
dining at one of a number 
of diverse restaurants on 
Alameda’s West End and to 
help benefit two worthy non-
profits at the same time.

What’s Happening on the West End?
Wine & Dine ~ West End’s Signature Event is Wednesday, April 26

For more information 
about West Alameda, 

visit us online at  
www.westalameda 

business.com.

The dining experience 
begins with a reception 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at Otaez 
Mexican Restaurant in the 
upstairs banquet room at 
1619 Webster St. Sample 
delicious appetizers from 
showcased restaurants and 
enjoy beverage tastings of 
brews, wines and spirits. Live 
music by local artists will 
enhance the dining experi-
ence. Adding to the event is 
a free raffle with prizes from 
local businesses.

Top off the evening with 
a wonderful meal at the din-
ing spot of your choice from 
among the participating res-
taurants, including 1400 Bar 

& Grill and Pizza, Café Muse 
at Mariner Square Athletic 
Club, East Ocean Seafood 
Restaurant, Famous Dave’s 
Barbecue, India Palace, 
Otaez Mexican Restaurant, 
Pasta Pelican and Wescafe. 
Café Jolie will have a special 
menu for Thursday night. 
Alameda Island Brewing Co., 
Blacksmith Cellars, Dashe 
Cellars, Faction Brewing 
Company, R&B Cellars, 
Rockwall Wine Company, 
Rosenblum Cellars and St. 
George Spirits will provide 
the beverages.

Tickets cost $35 for the 
reception and dinner. Get 
tickets now for this special 

occasion at WABA.brownpap-
ertickets.com. 

A portion of the proceeds 
($5 per ticket) will benefit 
Girls Inc. of the Island City 
and Operation Dignity. 

Girls Inc. provides youth 
development services for girls 
in Alameda to inspire them 
to be strong, smart and bold 
through innovative programs, 
activities and advocacy and 
provides before and after 
school childcare services 
supporting youth and their 
families. 

Operation Dignity helps 
homeless veterans and 
their families by providing 
emergency, transitional and 

permanent housing as well 
as support services to help 
veterans regain their hope 
and have the tools needed to 
live a stable life. 

This is an event you won’t 
want to miss!
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