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The Democratic Club fails its 
members and our entire commu-
nity by dismissing this deliber-
ate and repeated race baiting as 
a mere “unfortunate” choice of 
words. Dolphin’s claim that her 
true concern was “mom-and-pop” 
landlords being “co-opted” by lob-
byists is also a pretense. Telling 
false tales of Chinese small-property 
owners being paid to appear at the 
Legislature, which Dolphin has since 
admitted was only a “rumor, “ is no 
expression of genuine “concern.” 

Dolphin’s claim that her “objec-
tion to what transpired in Sacramento 
had nothing to do with the nationality 
of the investors” is belied by her writ-
ings. Nationality should have been 
irrelevant, but Dolphin highlighted it, 
then, exploited it.

Finally, the club’s endorsement 
of co-president Dolphin’s statement 
that, “if you knew me and my work, 
you’d know [accusations of me 
operating from a position of] racism 
and xenophobia couldn’t be further 
from the truth”, sends entirely the 
wrong message. Encouraging others 
to be tolerant does not give Dolphin 
license to practice intolerance her-
self. And, whether Dolphin’s racist 
comments arise from personal rac-
ism, or some other motive, putting 
up with them is irreconcilable with 
leadership in our community.  

— Joe LoParo

Interesting parallels
Editor:

Notice any parallels between the 
City Council’s sandbagging of City 
Manager Jill Keimach and the fir-
ing of FBI Deputy Director Andrew 
McCabe? Let’s see:

n The sandbagged one is saying 
things or can say things that are 
probably true and certainly uncom-
fortable to the politicos.

n There is an “independent” 
report, which is secret.

n The report alleges some mis-
conduct which is expressed to the 
public in vague terms.

n The allegation is considered 
sufficient to dispose of the unwant-
ed voice.

Fortunately, in both cases, the 
politicos can be ejected come the 
next election.

— J.W.T. Meakin

Dispute on the marina
Editor:

I am responding to the recent 
letter that claimed Save Alameda’s 
Working Waterfront’s (SAWW) 
advocated a “scorched-earth” 
approach at Alameda Marina, as 
opposed to Bay West’s approach of 
demolish and burn (“Update from 
marina,” March 15). Wikipedia 
defines a scorched-earth policy 
as “a military strategy that aims 
to destroy anything that might 
be useful to the enemy while it is 
advancing through or withdrawing 
from a location.” 

This is a strange viewpoint 
about SAWW, an organization that 
has advocated for saving 285 mid-
dle-class jobs at approximately 
80 functioning businesses leasing 
space in 37 historic World War 

David “Dave” Targett died at 
home in San Leandro surrounded 
by loved ones on 
March 13, 2018, due 
to cancer. He was 50 
years old.

Dave was born 
on Aug. 1, 1967, to 
Charles and Anita 
Targett. He has two 
older sisters: Janet 
and Melanie, as well 
as an older brother, 
Chris. 

Dave worked for many years as 
a purchaser for Alameda Electrical 
Distributors, Electrical Services, 
and finally New Age Electric. He 
was promoted to project manager 
in the last few years of his work 
career. 

Dave is preceded in death by 
his parents, Anita and Charles, and 
his brother, Christopher. David is 
survived by his sisters, Janet and 
Melanie, his wife, Kathryn Rich 
and his four children, Charles 

Christopher Targett, 28, from a 
previous marriage to Michelle 

Montoya, stepson 
Nicholas Aaron 
Bullard, 27, Dakota 
Leigh Targett, 21, 
and youngest son 
William Santee 
Targett, 11. 

He also has two 
g r a n d d a u g h t e r s 
from his oldest son, 
Charles, Emilia who 
is two years old, and 

Stella who is 8 months old.
David was the epitome of 

the strong, silent type. He was 
an athlete who was known for 
his “Major League” arm. He was 
someone who was always there 
for people he cared about, a true 
family man and a staple at all 
family events. 

David’s celebration of life was 
held Sunday, March 18, at the  
Alameda Fraternal Order of Eagles 
Hall in Alameda.

Andrew was born in Oakland to 
Gary Longoria and Vivian Beland 
Hargrove on May 10, 1987. He 
passed away on March 8, 2018. He 
will be deeply missed by family and 
friends.

A celebration of life will be 
held on Saturday, March 24, from 

noon to 3 p.m. at Christ Episcopal 
Church Parish Hall (enter through 
the courtyard in the back), 1700 
Santa Clara Ave., Alameda.

In lieu of flowers, please make 
donations to LavaMae, 1015 
Fillmore St., No. 379, San Francisco, 
CA 94115 or visit lavamae.org. 

Joan Brien Henderson passed 
away on Feb. 14, peacefully at 
home in Elk Grove, surrounded 
by family. Joan was born Aug. 
21, 1934 to L. B. 
“Doc” and Jane 
Lamasney,  in 
Oakland. Joan mar-
ried the love of her 
life, the late David 
Charles Henderson 
on Aug. 10, 1958. 
Joan was pre-
ceded in death by 
her brother, Peter 
David Lamasney 
and her daughter, Anne Caroline 
Henderson. 

She is survived by her broth-
er, Michael Vinet Lamasney; 
her beloved children: Charles 
Wayne Henderson (Colleen), 
John Lisker Henderson, Thomas 
Vinet Henderson (Carol), Mary 
Brien Henderson; her loving 
grandchildren: Lauren Kathleen 
Henderson, Mary Margaret 
“Maggie” Henderson, Bailey 
Richardson Stephens, Molly Ann 
Brien Henderson, Michael Lance 
Molinari and many nieces and 
nephews. 

Joan was a graduate of St. 
Joseph Elementary School in 
Alameda, Alameda High School, 
and the College of Holy Names in 

Oakland. 
She was very 

involved in the 
Catholic Church as 
Eucharistic minis-
ter, parish council 
member and lector. 
She received the St. 
George Medal for 
Catholic Scouting. 

A Jill -of-all -
trades and master 

of none, Joan worked as a life-
guard, office manager, librar-
ian, elementary school teacher, 
banker and receptionist for the 
Forest Service. She was a lifetime 
member of the Tuolumne County 
Historical Society.

A celebration of life mass 
will be held at St. Phillip Neri 
Catholic Church in Alameda, 10 
a.m., Saturday, March 24. In lieu 
of flowers, Joan requested that 
donations be made to either 
Friends of the Alameda Free 
Library or High Country Friends 
of the Library.

Joan Brien Henderson
Aug. 21, 1934 – Feb. 14, 2018
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II-era buildings at Alameda Marina. 
The reality is that the scorched-
earth plan, without regard to the 
site’s history and commercial use, 
was presented in November 2016 
to two groups, the owners of the 
companies leasing building space 
and the neighboring community 
members. The company owners 
were told they had 18 months to 
relocate because nothing would 
be left on the property.

Pacific Shops, now owned by 
developer Bay West, has held a 
lease with the city for the 530- 
slip marina and the state-owned 
Tidelands Trust property. This 
extends about 100 feet inland and 
is adjacent to the land owned by 
Pacific Shops where the buildings 
are located. The lease began in 
the 1960s and was renegotiated 
in 2012. 

In its lease with the City of 
Alameda for use of the Tide Land 
Trust land along the waterfront, 
Pacific Shops was required to 
maintain the maritime equipment. 
They did not. The bulkhead was 
allowed to deteriorate. The house-
boat elevator is still in opera-
tion to serve the approximately 
40 house boats at the Barnhill 
Marina, but Bay West plans to 
demolish it. 

Until last year Alameda Marina 
had been a viable, working boat-
yard that not only served Alameda 
but the greater Bay Area. 

In 2012 the organiza-
tion Baykeeper worked with 
Svendsen’s to ensure the yard was 
not polluting the bay. Svendsen’s 
remained in compliance since 
2012. Pollution in the boatyard 
area is not from running the boat-
yard but from many, many years of 
ship repairs.

The latest master plan for the 
marina does not plan for a boat-
yard that will provide the quality 
of services that Svendsen’s pro-
vided. The proposed space for the 
boatyard is one third the current 
size.

In this new plan any boat that 
needs repairs or hull work that 
requires the boat to be on dry 
land will have to leave Alameda 
for service. These “haul-out” ser-
vices are required every 2 to 3 
years and generally a boat owner 
gets other work done at the same 
time. The money they would have 
spent on the repairs and equip-
ment will not be spent in Alameda. 

Houseboats comprise part 
of our city’s affordable housing. 
Houseboat vessels can’t survive 
a trip to Richmond for service 
across the choppy bay waters. 
The proposed boatyard will be 
created by anchoring one or two 
barges in the marina next to the 
wharf. The only services provided 
will be those that can be accom-
plished while a boat sits in the 
water.

SAWW has proposed a Tide 
Land Trust swap that would 
return the boatyard to its previous 
size, creating space for services 
to boats in and out of the water, 
a full-service boatyard, and not a 
few barges that could float away 
on a minutes’ notice.

The land swap would benefit 
the developer in that it redesig-
nates land located in places not 
beneficial to the proposed hous-
ing development. It would also 
protect the sales-tax generation 
from marina services.  

The biggest problem is Bay 
West doesn’t want a boatyard in 
the middle of its housing develop-
ment. It will take a four-member 
vote of the City Council to make 
the swap happen. 

Sailing is a part of Alameda’s 
history that is in jeopardy of going 
away forever. Local sailors are 
already moving their boats out of 
Alameda to other cities because 
there are no longer services for 
them here. Our city government 
says it wants — and understand 
— the need for returning a boat-
yard to Alameda. Bay West is the 
only player in this game that does 
not want a full-service boatyard 
at Alameda Marina, even though 
they claim otherwise.

— Dorothy Freeman, Save 
Alameda’s Working Waterfront 


