
RCFE #015601222

You’re invited to our
Special Concert...

International Recording Artist
Carlos Reyes

2431 Mariner Square Dr. • Alameda, CA 94501
510-984-3769

oakmontofcardinalpoint.com

Kindly RSVP, as seating is limited.
This event is free and open to the public.

Featuring music for violin and harp.

Sunday, March 5th • 7:00pm - 8:30pm 

FRIENDS OF THE ALAMEDA ANIMAL SHELTER        
alamedaanimalshelter.org, 1590 Fortmann Way, 337-8565

CAN I COME HOME
Adopt 

Fancy Pants!
6 years old

WITH YOU?

Adopt. Don’t shop.
Visit FAAS today.
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Diana Redding
Diana Redding, J.D., L.L.M., M.B.A, is an Associate Attorney at the Law 
Offices of W. Lance Russum, A Professional Corporation, who practices 
law in the areas of Estate Planning, Probate, Trust and Probate Litigation, 
Taxation and Family Law. Diana offers practical advice to assist her 
clients. Diana is a member of the Alameda County Bar Association’s 
Lawyer Referral Service (LRS). Most LRS referrals are low income which 
gives Diana an opportunity to give back to her local community. Diana 
provides a free initial half hour consultation. Diana attended 
Golden Gate University in San Francisco, where she received 
her J.D., M.B.A. and L.L.M. degrees. Diana holds a black belt 
in Karate and is also an avid runner. 

Law Offices of Lance Russum • 522-6900
2500 Santa Clara Ave. • dredding@russumlaw.com

Attorney-at-Law

MORTGAGE 
PREAPPROVAL

CALL TODAY!
Peter Holmes

NMLS# 250031 | Branch NMLS# 248735
Sterling Mortgage, A division of CMG Mortgage, Inc., NMLS# 1820

SterlingHomeLoan.com
510.749.7772

• Call 7 days/week for your 
free loan pre-approval consultation
• Friendly, Fast Service, Great Rates

• Trusted locally & professionally since 1999

PRE-APPROVE yOuR 
hOME LOAn wiTh ThE 
ALAMEdA ExPERTs!

SALLY & KIM TAX
550 Park Street, Ste. 102 • Alameda

Phone: 510.337.9999
Email: sallykimtax@gmail.com

Income tax: Individual & Business  
(sales tax & quarterly tax)

Payroll & Bookkeeping  
(solutions for small business owners)

Insurance 
(car, home, commercial, landlord,  

renter, life, annuity, retirement products)

SAVE 20% ON TAX PREPARATION  
FOR NEW CLIENTS!

Individual and business tax from $55 and up

Where in Alameda?
Sketches by Nancy Seamons Crookston

32
15

J 
E

nc
in

al
 A

ve
. •

 A
la

m
ed

a 
P

ho
ne

: 2
63

-1
47

1 
• 

Fa
x:

 2
63

-1
47

3
w

w
w

.a
la

m
ed

as
un

.c
om

2314 Central Avenue, Alameda
510-865-8113

3346 Lakeshore Avenue, Oakland
510-444-9771

Where in Alameda?  
Sketches by Nancy Seamons Crookston

Feel Good Kitchen
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2314 Central Avenue, Alameda
510-865-8113

3346 Lakeshore Avenue, Oakland
510-444-9771

Where in Alameda?  
Sketches by Nancy Seamons Crookston

Feel Good Kitchen

Bus Stop by Cafe Jolie

Alamedans

Unite!
Contact City Councilmembers to

FULLY FUND FAAS NOW!
Since the nonpro� t Friends of Alameda Animal Shelter (FAAS) took over the Alameda 

Animal Shelter, the survival rate for pets has been 95 percent. Does Alameda really 
want to revert to police management when the survival rate was only 70 percent?

Give our pets a better chance and speak out to avoid:

Write or call the city manager and councilmembers now.

• Mayor •
Trish Spencer, tspencer@alamedaca.gov, 510-747-4701

• Vice Mayor •
Malia Vella, mvella@alamedaca.gov, 510-747-4722

• Councilmembers •
Frank Matarrese, fmatarrese@alamedaca.gov, 510-747-4722

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcra� , mezzyashcra� @alamedaca.gov, 510-747-4745
Jim Oddie, joddie@alamedaca.gov, 510-747-4728

• City Manager •
Jill Keimach, manager@alamedaca.gov, 510-747-4700

Paid for by:

Julia Park Tracey
There are houses down your 

shaded streets —  
beneath your oaks, your ginkos, 
your avenues of palm —  
Leaded in glass, shingled in fish-
scale, spangled with gingerbread, 
Victorian ladies tarted up for 
Carnival, 
their history and lore curving like 
a staircase into view.

Gentlemen strolled in spats, 
ladies swung their parasols,  
bay breezes curling with fog and 
the clank of halyards, snapping 
flags. Water, at every turn, 
glittering to shore, to ship, to 
ankles and toes. 

Neptune would have been 
pleased to see his name embla-
zoned,  
to hear the calliope, the splash 
and crank, the punch of tickets.  

Men pummeled each other in the 
ring at Croll’s, the Nickelodeon 
competing with the cry of mer-
chants, seagulls, girls on the 
beach. 
With popsicles and peanut butter. 

The famous train stopped here, 
golden, spiked. Immigrants worked 
invisibly,  
then vanished from the record,  
as if they’d never owned that 
shop, inhabited this neighborhood.

We’re at the edge of the conti-
nent, a dot on the map, an island 
of sand and silt. 
We have our own secrets, our dirty 
clothes, our backyard politics — 
small minds and big mouths —  
our stories of brutality and red-
lining, of spite and malice.

I came here a refugee from the 
Marriage Wars, empty-handed at 
Starbucks, where I found a room-

Home at the Edge of the World
mate, a latte, a lifeline. 
The past was closed to me then, 
our future uncertain 
as airplanes crashed into buildings 
and fell to dust. 
From desperate shores I washed 
up, crumbled like the missing 
tower of City Hall.

I didn’t know yet 
That in Alameda the past is under 
your feet, in shell and sand. 
That the streets of Bay Farm were 
paved with the bones of other 
people’s ancestors. 
I didn’t know 
That some islands are real and 
some islands are made.  
That we could live here for three 
generations and still be new.

But I have roots here, I’m an 
Alamedan, too —

My mother, just a child in the 
Depression, came down  
from tawny oak-strewn hills for 
sand from the beaches for her 
sandbox.

My father, just off the ship, his 
Navy uniform still salt-damp from 
the Sea of Japan, 
took a drink at Wally’s Corner, then 
crossed the green bridge, up the 
road to the University, to stand at 
Strawberry Creek and think,  
I’m finally home.

He brought my mother down 
Trestle Glen, Park Boulevard, 
Grand Avenue, Webster, through 
the Tube to their apartment on 
Lincoln Avenue — the Ulysses S 
Grant — to take out trash and mop 
the halls in exchange for rent.

My brother came, a squalling 
newborn at the hospital where con-
sumptives once went  
to bask in sunlight, to dry their 

shattered lungs.
He crawled, he walked; my sis-

ter followed, and we moved away  
to suburbs where there was room 
to grow.

But I came back. 
My daughters became Jets; my 
stepchildren were Hornets, 
my allegiance to the home team 
shifting when the rent was raised.

I’ve met a prince here, and been 
a pauper, 
and married the same man twice 
on green grass by the water, 
lived in houses big and small, with 
stories of their own.

Alameda, Alameda, your name 
is lyrical on my lips — 
you showed me how far I could 
walk on shifting sands before 
drowning. 
Before I was in too deep. 
Before I thought to ask for help. 
Before I learned to save myself.

Alameda taught me that even 
the least of terns has power. 
That even people living in man-
sions sometimes lose their beach. 
That two newspapers are better 
than none. 
That when there’s trouble, raise 
the bridges. 
That when in doubt, hold a street 
fair.

Alameda, Alameda, you’ve 
unfurled me, shucked me like an 
oyster. 
Tell me your secrets. Send me 
scribbling  
to the page.

Julia Park Tracey, Alameda Poet 
Laureate, 2014-2017, wrote this as 
her Inaugural Poem in 2014.

Local Resident 
Pens Phillipine 
Folk Tale 

Maryam Nasirova
A resident of Alameda recently 

published her debut novel, a folktale 
titled The Hour of Daydreams. Renee 
Macalino Rutledge is a Filipina origi-
nally from Manila, but she has been a 
resident of the Bay Area since child-
hood. Her plethora of work experi-
ence includes serving as editor at 
Ulysses Press in Berkeley. She has had 
her articles published in ColorLines, 
San Francisco Bay Guardian, The 
East Bay Monthly, Parents’ Press and 
many more. She graduated from UC 
Berkeley, receiving her bachelor of 
arts in English; followed by a master 
of fine arts in English and creative 
writing from Mills College.

The Hour of Daydreams is stun-
ningly retold with such imagery the 
words seem to lift off of the page. 
Rutledge has created a story woven 
through with marriage, mystery, 
family and identity. 

The story follows Manolo Lualhati 
and Tala, a prominent doctor and his 
wife in the Filipino countryside. He 
works himself into a frenzy after sus-
picions of dishonesty from Tala. The 
author spins the different perspec-
tives of Tala’s family members and 
the people she is surrounded by to 
create a masterful debut novel. The 
prospect of finding the elusive truth 
makes for a compelling read. 

The author will be at Books Inc., 
1344 Park St., on Tuesday, March 14, 
at 7 p.m. for the launch of her novel.

Maryam Nasirova is an Alameda 
Sun intern. She can be reached at 
editor@alamedasun.com.

Like What You’re Reading?
Subscriptions to the Alameda Sun are available at 

just $25 per year for Alameda residents.
Out-of-town subscriptions cost $78.50 per year.

Clip the coupon below and mail it with a check and any 
special instructions to the address on the coupon.

Official Subscription Ticket – Clip & Send
Name:
Address:
Phone:

Alameda Sun * 3215 Encinal Ave. Ste. J * Alameda, CA 94501


