
Ismael Drumer, Sebastian E. Javier 
Drumer; five great grandchildren and 
his siblings: Francisco, Juan, Hector, 
Lidia, Jacinto and Gabriel. 

He was preceded 
in death by his father 
Victoriano, mother 
Josefina, brothers 
Jaime, Felipe, Ruben, 
Juan and sister Rutilia. 

Growing up in rural 
Mexico without an 
education, Javier was 
the embodiment of 
the American Dream. 
From his time as a bra-

cero in the late 1950s to his time as 
a farmworker in the Imperial Valley, 
he worked tirelessly to make sure 
that his family was taken care of. He 
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CLIFF SHUM, CFP®
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PL ANNERTM

SHUM FINANCIAL GROUP 
1402 PARK STREET, SUITE E, AL AMEDA, CA 94501

T: 510.748.7462  F:  510.769.4990  SHUMFINANCIAL.COM
CA INSURANCE LIC.#0C27576

Investment advisory services are offered through Shum Financial Group, Inc., an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.
Insurance products and services are offered through Cliff Shum, Sole Proprietor, an affiliated company.

Cary Litchford 
Land, Cruise and Tour Specialist 

www.cruiseplannersofalameda.com

510-227-5514

HASSLE-FREE  
VACATION  
PLANNING 

FOR GROUPS  
& INDIVIDUALS

FST# ST39068
CST@ 2034468-50

HST# TAR-7058
WA ST# 603-399-504

PAUL DELLE CESE CPA

Financial Services for personal or businesses 
529 educational funding

Retirement and alternative investments 

tel.510-865-8815 
1361 Park Street #211, Alameda

Securities offered through Concorde Investment Services, LLC, member FINRA/SPIC  

My doctor asked  
why I smear my neck  
with toothpaste.

I told him it’s to  
help remove any plaque  
from my carotid arteries.

I Think he was impressed? 

- Dick Wood

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Steve Cressy, REALTOR®
Certified Residential Specialist
BHHS Drysdale Properties

510-908-9018
Steve.Cressy@bhhsdrysdale.com
CalBRE#00765911

“Helping People On The Move!”

Duplex. Main home consists of  
2 bedrooms and 1.25 baths  
with an additional upper studio 
unit. Possibilities to make into 
single family residence.
Price is $849,000.

Open House - 1223 Post St. - Alameda
Saturday & Sunday, February 24th & 25th  

2 p.m. - 4 p.m. 

ROBERT BURKE ROOFING

CRAFTSMAN IN ALL TYPES OF ROOFING & WATER PROOFING
WE SERVICE RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING

FREE ESTIMATES AT NO CHARGE

24-HOUR EMERGENCY LEAK REPAIR

“Serving the Entire Bay Area!”“Serving the Entire Bay Area!”

510.326.1367 LIC.#822709

3 Generations of 
Roofing Experience

INSERTS
INSERTS
INSERTS
INSERTS

It’s easier than you think 
to have something delivered 
to each door in Alameda. The 
Alameda Sun delivery service 
provides many options for 
inserting material into the 
Alameda Sun for delivery each 
Thursday.

Potential insertions can 
be targeted at a particular 
neighborhood. Choose Bay 
Farm, East End, South Shore, 
Central Main or West End 
for targeted delivery. Got a 
flyer printed? Good, now get 
it out. Inserts run just $50 
per thousand. (Printing not 
included.) Call now: (510) 
263-1470.

the Art of French 
Living shares 
Greenside’s les-
sons from bi-
contintental liv-
ing. He splits his 
time between 
Alameda and 
Brittany in 
France. His 
self-described “faux-pas-filled 
Francophile life” offers much 
laughter and insight. 

The book provides guidance 
on everything French: from paying 
parking tickets to appropriate tim-
ing for touching tomatoes. Details 
from Greenside’s daily adventures 
provide the grist for 276 pages 
of hilarity, “where the simplest 
tasks are never straightforward 
but always end in a great story.” 

Greenside has been a civil 
rights activist, Vietnam War pro-
testor, anti-draft counselor, union 
leader and college professor. His 
writings have appeared in the 
Sun, Literary Review, Beloit Fiction 
Journal and many more. His prior 
published works include I’ll Never 
Be French (2009) and a short story 
collection, I Saw a Man Hit His 
Wife (1997).

(not quite) Mastering the Art of 
French Living will be released in 
May and is published by Skyhorse 
Publishing, Inc. For more infor-
mation, write cthomas@skyhorse 
publishing.com.

Continued from page 9
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Dennis Evanosky
In 1893 Dr. Gustav Adolphus 

Christensen sat down with the pub-
lisher of The Bay of San Francisco: 
The Metropolis of the Pacific Coast 
and Its Suburban Cities. During 
the interview, which appeared as 
an article in the book, the den-
tist said that his parents, Annie 
and Christian Christensen, came 
to California from Norway in 1848. 
Gustav went on to relate that he 
was born in Alameda in 1855, grad-
uated from high school here in 1871 
and then studied at the Medical 
College of Ontario in Canada, 
where he received his Doctor of 
Dental Science degree in 1875. 

During the interview Gustav 
made an intriguing statement to 
the publisher. He said that he 
was the first white child born in 
Alameda. In 1900 Gustav told the 
federal census taker that he was 
born in July 1855. If this is true, it 
means that his parents had settled 
in Alameda the summer of 1855, 
even earlier, if you consider that 
they might have lived here when 
Annie was pregnant with Gustav. 

This would certainly make the 
Christensen home at 1223 Post St. a 
contender for the title of Alameda’s 
oldest surviving home, as old as the 
claimant: the 1854 Webster House on 
Versailles Avenue. The Christensens 
may have been living in Alameda as 
early as 1853, when founders William 

Worthington Chipman and Gideon 
Aughinbaugh filed the plat map for 
the Town of Alameda. A trip to the 
Alameda County Recorder’s office 
and a look at that plat map and origi-
nal deed to the Christensen property 
(assuming that deed exists) could 
solve that mystery. 

“Despite extensive research, we 
still don’t know exactly when (1223 
Post St.) was built, or even whether 
the Christensens were its first own-
ers,” writes historian Robin Seeley. 
“Nevertheless, (the home) must 
have been built between publica-
tion of the plat map in 1853 and 
Gustav’s birth in 1855.” 

We know from family docu-
ments that Gustav grew up at 1223 
Post with his older sister, Caroline, 
and two younger brothers, Henry 
and Edmund. According to Gustav, 
his father made his living in the 
gold fields and worked there until 
his death in 1889. Christian’s suc-
cess mining for gold made itself 
evident in his sons’ education. Like 
Gustav, Edmund held a Doctor of 
Dental Science degree. 

The Christensen property once 
stretched to High Street. The 1878 
Bishop’s Directory lists the family’s 
address, not on Post Street, but 
on “the East side of High Street 
between Madison and Monroe 
streets.” Monroe Street no lon-
ger exists. It became part of the 
South Pacific Coast Railroad yards 

and later morphed into Encinal 
Avenue. Alameda Museum curator 
George Gunn points out that in 
1894 Edmund built a home at 1228 
High St. That property was likely 
part of the homestead. 

The Christensen family’s 
Post Street story ends tragically. 
Caroline was married to Foster 
Lapham. Foster worked as a clerk 
at Bew’s Drug Store in the Park 
Hotel at Park Street and Encinal 
Avenue. On April 29, 1902, he acci-
dentally stepped through the trap 
door at the store and fell into the 
cellar. The injuries cost him his life; 
he passed away on Nov. 18, 1902. 
Caroline moved back to 1223 Post 
St. after her husband’s death.

Then, almost two years later, 
Caroline lost her mother. In the 
early morning hours of Nov. 14, 
1904, Annie fell down the stairs. 
The family doctor determined the 
85-year-old Alameda pioneer died, 
not from the fall, but from a heart 
attack. In 1905 the Christensen chil-
dren sold 1223 Post, leaving a home 
and 50 years of Post Street memo-
ries behind.

This home is now on the market 
and will be held open this weekend. 
See details below. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com. 

Meet the Christensens of Post Street

Enrique Javier Dueñas Diaz was 
born Jan. 18, 1935, in Las Cieneguitas, 
Jalisco, and entered into rest Feb. 11, 
2018, in Castro Valley at the age of 83. 

Javier is survived 
by his wife of 58 
years, Candida Diaz 
de Dueñas; seven chil-
dren: Josefina, Graciela, 
Enrique Javier Jr., 
Alonso, Jaime, Alfredo 
and Silvia; grand-
children: Magnolia 
Toscano, Ricardo 
Moises Toscano, 
Andres Cuevas, 
Miranda Cuevas, Sofia Isabel Dueñas, 
Samantha Monet Dueñas, Sandra 
Alicia Dueñas, Veronica Alina Dueñas, 
Alfredo Dueñas II, Diana Dueñas, Kirk 

Enrique Javier Dueñas Diaz
Jan. 18, 1935 – Feb. 11, 2018

Resident of Oakland for 43 years

moved his family to the Bay Area in 
1972, settling on Elmwood Avenue 
in Oakland in 1975, where his family 
still lives to this day. He joined the 
Laborers Union, Local 304, where he 
worked until retiring in 1994. 

Between work and family, Javier 
led a full life, but he was never too 
busy to help other people, especially 
if there was even the thinnest con-
nection to family. He trusted every-
one and never held a grudge against 
anyone. Javier will always be remem-
bered fondly by those who interacted 
with him, worked with him, drank 
with him, but especially by his family 
who will always appreciate his fierce 
love of life. 

A visitation was held on Feb. 16 at 
Greer Family Mortuary, 2694 Blanding 
Ave. in Alameda. A funeral mass was 
held Feb. 17 at St. Jarlath Church, 
2620 Pleasant St. in Oakland. Burial 
followed at St. Joseph Cemetery, 2560 
Church Lane, San Pablo, CA 94806. 

House Stories

Local: Obituaries submitted this week continued from page 3

Margaret Alice Smith, a long- 
time resident of Alameda and a lov-
ing wife and mother, passed away 
Saturday, Feb. 10, 2018. She was 85 
years old. Margaret was born May 
21, 1932, in Oakland, the daughter of 
the late Mowry and Lucille Graybill.   

Margaret was a strong woman, a 
homemaker and raised three sons 
while helping run the family busi-
ness PJ Smith Kustom Kitchens for 
more than 40 years. 

She enjoyed playing cards with 
her Alameda bridge club, being an 
active member of the community, and 
of the parish at St. Joseph Basilica. 
She sang in the choir, helped with 
the garden club and gave her time 
to many other fundraisers for the 
church. She enjoyed family trips to 
Hawaii, Sun Valley and Lake Tahoe.   

In 2014 she moved to Boise, 
Idaho, to be closer to her son and 
his family. Margaret was preceded in 
death by her husband Philip Sr., and 
her son Kerry Sr. She is survived by 
her sons Christopher and Philip, 
Jr., as well as her grandchildren 
Rachael, Kelley, Kerry Jr, Jordan, 
Philip III, Sydney and Braden. 

Friends and family may visit 
after noon on Monday, Feb. 26, and 
attend the funeral service at 2 p.m. 
immediately followed by a recep-
tion at Greer Family Mortuary and 
Cremation Services, 2694 Blanding 
Ave., Alameda.  

Greer Family Mortuary & 
Cremation Services FD-1408

greermortuary.com   865-3755

Margaret Alice Smith
May 21, 1932 – Feb. 10, 2018

Montague 
Veroné Donné

April 25, 1958 – Jan. 31, 2018
Resident of Alameda

Goodbye, dear one. A friend like 
you only comes once in a lifetime. 
You are sorely missed by your fam-
ily and friends. We celebrate your 
life and wish you fair winds and 
following seas. “Where ever you go, 
there you are.”

With deep love and regards,
— Ben and Rosh

Greer Family Mortuary & 
Cremation Services FD-1408

greermortuary.com   865-3755


