
This shelter is a great example 
of what makes Alameda a special 
place. We need to support our 
shelter so Friends of the Alameda 
Animal Shelter can protect those 
who cannot protect themselves.

— John Platt

Open letter to the 
Alameda City Council

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter.

To the Alameda City Council:
In my almost 40 years of living 

in the gracious city of Alameda, 
I have always found the city to 
be caring, protective and aware of 
what was happening in the world. 
For example, we have Meals on 
Wheels, Friendly Visitors, the 
Midway Shelter, the Food Bank and 
an animal shelter. We even require 
our home builders to provide a 
percentage of low-income housing. 
Although I might add that the latter 
is imposed upon us by the federal 
government.

Perhaps if Alameda was more 
like Piedmont, we would not have 
to provide low-income housing 
because Piedmont does not take 
federal subsidies. But that is anoth-
er story.

With all the organizations, both 
public and private, standing ready 
to assist those in need, why does 
the city have to wave a red flag 
and tell the world we are a sanctu-
ary city? Foolish, stupid and a few 
other terms come to mind, but I 
will not use them here. We have 
the capability and history of taking 
care of people in need, and I do not 
see that attaching a useless label 
on Alameda is in the best interest 
of the residents of this fair city, nor 
to our economic advantage.

Let me point out that unlike his 
predecessor, our current President 
has a propensity to do that which 
he says he will do. President Trump 
has advised he will cut off federal 
funding to “sanctuary cities” so 
why does our City Council think 
they are helping our community 
by declaring that status? Would it 
not be possible to help those in 

need without invoking the ire of 
the feds?

I understand you have your 
political feelings, but you also have 
a more important responsibility to 
all the residents of Alameda. Our 
caring community can certainly 
assist people in need and our very 
capable police department can 
handle any criminal issues. To bor-
row a line from a letter to the editor 
in the Alameda Sun by Linda Juhala 
(“Sanctuary City in Alameda?” Feb. 
9) “...to declare war against the 
federal government over a political 
view is not a way of protecting our 
families and business, but is a way 
of putting us all at risk.” 

I strongly recommend you 
immediately rescind the sanctuary 
status of the City of Alameda.

— Donald L. Kittleman

What our B1 parcel tax 
money is used for
Editor:

Proponents of AUSD Measure 
B1 claim the extended parcel tax 

will generate “about $12 million 
annually” for the district and pro-
tects neighborhood school, etc.  

My question is, does it also 
support the politicization of the 
classroom, giving students cred-
it for supporting the teachers 
‘political’ opinions, and paying 
the teachers when they leave the 
classroom on a designated school 
day to  demonstrate opposition 
to an unpopular federal appoint-
ment as reported on last week’s 
front page? (“Teachers Oppose 
Cabinet Selection,” Feb. 9) 

What were the students doing 
while their “teachers” were “dem-
onstrating”? 

Superintendent Sean 
McPhetridge approved this, and 
I’m supposed to be happy to 
increase my property taxes for ... 
what? Getting paid for doing what 
they were not hired to do? 

Hopefully, McPhetridge will 
end up telling us that they were 
not paid while taking unauthor-
ized time off, away from their 
classrooms.

— Bruce Elerick
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ISLAND CITY WOMEN IN BUSINESS
Diana Redding
Diana Redding, J.D., L.L.M., M.B.A, is an Associate Attorney at the Law 
Offices of W. Lance Russum, A Professional Corporation, who practices 
law in the areas of Estate Planning, Probate, Trust and Probate Litigation, 
Taxation and Family Law. Diana offers practical advice to assist her 
clients. Diana is a member of the Alameda County Bar Association’s 
Lawyer Referral Service (LRS). Most LRS referrals are low income which 
gives Diana an opportunity to give back to her local community. Diana 
provides a free initial half hour consultation. Diana attended 
Golden Gate University in San Francisco, where she received 
her J.D., M.B.A. and L.L.M. degrees. Diana holds a black belt 
in Karate and is also an avid runner. 

Law Offices of Lance Russum • 522-6900
2500 Santa Clara Ave. • dredding@russumlaw.com

Attorney-at-Law

Deb Knowles
Deb’s years of professional experience in the Financial Services industry 
includes senior level leadership positions at Wells Fargo, VISA and Deloitte 
& Touché. Deb possesses a BA & MBA Financial Management and various 
industry licenses and designations. Deb works directly with individual inves-
tors and emphasizes a well-balanced portfolio and buy-and-hold strategy. Deb 
embraces the importance of building long-term, face-to-face relationships with 
her clients, helping them understand the investment options available today. 
Deb’s earliest training in structure, discipline and patience came courtesy 
of the U.S. Marine Corps, where she is a retired officer. Deb is the 
Board President for the Alameda Rotary Endowment Foundation 
and the Friends of the Alameda Animal Shelter (FAAS), and 
Secretary for the Downtown Alameda Business Association. 
In her spare time, Deb is an avid golfer.

Edward Jones • 749-0403
1336 Park Street, Ste. D • deb.knowles@edwardjones.com

Financial Advisor

Diane Hayes
As the proprietor of one of the last original shade shops, Diane Hayes has continued the 
family business with resounding success, offering a wide range of authentic Victorian 
window shades both locally and nationally with the aid of her website, shadeshop.com. Her 
business prides itself in its offering of a wide range of antique and modern styles reflect-
ing the local flora of tastes, and its dedication to customer service. Diane’s background 
as a machinist and her contractor’s experience ensures that she will not sell a product 
that she does not stand behind. Besides her hand-crafted roller shades, Diane’s shade 
shop offers all forms of window coverings to her local customers - anything from drapes 
to verticals, and everything in between. Because of her investment in the community,  
Diane urges customers to come into the shop and see for themselves her full and  
stunning gallery of window coverings.

Alameda Shade Shop • 522-0633
914 Central Ave. • www.alamedashadeshop.com

Owner

A Monthly Feature only in the Alameda Sun Celebrating the Island’s Female  
Business Professionals of Note the third Thursday of every month

For more information call Cynthia Pelletier @ 263-1824 • cpelletier@alamedasun.com

DDS, NMD, FAGD

Terecita Dean Family Practice • The Wellness Center of Alameda
2017 Central Ave. • 522-0878 • www.terecitadean.com

Terecita Dean
Terecita Dean, DDS, NMD, FAGD, is both a naturopath as well as 
a craniomandibular orthopedic practitioner. Dr. Dean is passionate 
and committed to total body wellness. She is extremely active in 
providing leading-edge technology to her patients with a dynamic 
natural system of healing and oral care. The Wellness Center’s 
comprehensive care therapy is concerned with the whole body, mind 
and spirit to foster a healthy foundation upon which to build your 
life. They have a general family dental practice for whole body 
health & wellness. The dental practice offers the latest in 
restorative and aesthetic dental techniques for adults along 
with treatments for the TemporoMandibular Joint (TMJ) and 
dental sleep disorders. 

Advertise in the Alameda Sun  
Call 263-1824 or 263-1471

or online at www.alamedasun.com.

Letters: To the editor submitted for this week
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CLIFF SHUM, CFP®
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PL ANNER

SHUM FINANCIAL GROUP 
1402 PARK STREET, SUITE E, AL AMEDA, CA 94501

T: 510.748.7462  F:  510.769.4990  SHUMFINANCIAL.COM
CA INSURANCE LIC.#0C27576

Shirasoni

Shirasoni Japanese Restaurant offers a 
pleasant, modern Japanese atmosphere 

and a variety of teppanyaki dishes such as 
steak, chicken, seafood and vegetables  

prepared right in front of of you. We also 
feature a large selection of sushi rolls  

to compliment your taste.

TEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BARTEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BARTEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BAR

510.239.4285  
2660 Fifth Street • Alameda

the Alameda Free Library, 1550 Oak 
St. (Info, appointments: 286-1670)

n 3 to 5 p.m. Congresswoman 
Barbara Lee Satellite Office Hours. 
No appointments necessary. Main 
Branch of the Alameda Free Library, 
1550 Oak St. (Info: 747-7777)

n 3:30 p.m. We Love Legos! 
Open to kids and their caregivers. 
Lego blocks provided. West End 
Library, 788 Santa Clara Ave. (Info: 
747-7767)

n 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Black History 
Showcase. Hosted by AUSD Black 
Achievers Alliance and the City 
of Alameda. Will be collecting 
canned food and plastic utensil 
donations. Multipurpose Room, 
Ruby Bridges Elementary School, 
351 Jack London Ave. (Info: Sarah 
Henry, 747-4714) 

n 7 to 9 p.m. Knitting Circle. 
Beginners welcome. Julie’s Coffee 
and Tea Garden, 1223 Park St. (Info: 
747-7767)

Friday, Feb. 24
n Feb. 24, Noon to 2:30 p.m. 

City Manager’s Annual Report 
and Luncheon, Hosted by the 
Alameda Chamber of Commerce. 
Special meet and greet with City 
Manager Jill Keimach for Neptune 
Gold Sponsors prior to event. 
Registration required. General seat-
ing: $65 members, $80 non-mem-
bers. Rock Wall Wine Company, 
2301 Monarch St. (Info, registration: 
522-0414) 

n Feb. 24, 6 p.m. to Feb. 25, 
10 a.m. Night Ops: Youth STEM 
Overnight Adventure. Overnight 
sleepover for kids K-12. Will learn 
about various science and engi-
neering systems present onboard. 
Food and board provided. Cost, 
$65 plus $100 security deposit. 
Registration required. USS Hornet 
Museum, 707 West Hornet Ave. 
(Info: 521-8448)

Event for the Local Happenings? 
Write to events@alamedasun.com.

Events: Taking place this week in the Island City
Continued from page 8

Local: Obituary listings continued from page 7

Betty (Gawthrop) Sanderson, 
beloved mother, passed away in her 
Alameda home on Feb. 9, 2017. She 
was born on March 
27, 1925, to Frank 
and Kate Gawthrop 
in Stockton. She was 
the youngest of four 
daughters (Nadine, 
Emily Lou and 
Frances).

At the age of four, 
her family moved to 
Alameda, where she 
lived for 87 years. 
She attended Haight 
School and gradu-
ated from Alameda 
High School, a proud 
member of the class 
of June 1942. While 
a junior at Alameda 
High, Betty met 
the love of her life, 
Melvin Sanderson. They were mar-
ried in September of 1944, and 
their marriage thrived for nearly 
65 years.

Betty enjoyed a success-
ful career and retired from the 

Alameda Unified School District as 
a secretary for the district psychol-
ogy department.

Among many 
interests, Betty was 
an avid reader, film 
buff, intrepid world 
traveler and needle-
pointer. Family and 
friends were an inte-
gral part of Betty’s 
life and you could 
always count on 
her to throw a great 
party, planned on the 
spur of the moment. 

She also gave 
back to her beloved 
community as a long-
term volunteer for 
Meals on Wheels and 
the Alameda Hospital 
Auxiliary. She was a 
member of the Christ 

Episcopal Church in Alameda.
Betty is survived by four chil-

dren and their spouses: Russell 
(Bente), Kathie DeShon (Loren), 
Stanton (Ann), and Stewart (Judy). 
Betty is also survived by her five 

Betty (Gawthrop) Sanderson
March 27, 1925 – Feb. 9, 2017

Resident of Alameda

adored grandchildren and six great 
grandchildren.

Thank you to the staff and resi-
dents of Cardinal Point and Vitas 
Healthcare (Hospice) for your spe-
cial prayers and outstanding care.

In lieu of flowers, the family  
requests you donate to the charity 
of your choice.

Friends and family are invited to 
a memorial service in tribute to her 
life on Friday, Feb. 24, at 1 p.m. at 
Christ Episcopal Church, 1700 Santa 
Clara Ave., in Alameda. A reception 
will follow in the Parish Hall.

Greer Family Mortuary & 
Cremation Services    FD-1408
greermortuary.com   865-3755

Amy Denise Martin of Alameda 
passed away on Feb. 6, 2017, in the 
company of family and friends after 
almost two years battling cancer. 

Amy was Chief 
Legal Counsel of Cal/
OSHA and respon-
sible for protect-
ing the health and 
safety of employ-
ees throughout 
California. Amy was 
born and educated 
in Fresno, graduated 
from the University 
of San Francisco and 
received her Juris Doctorate from 
McGeorge School of Law. Prior to 
joining OSHA, Amy was a partner in 
the law firm of Weinberg, Roger & 
Rosenfeld and an adjunct professor 
at Hastings School of Law.

 Amy served as an officer of the 
Benevolent Order of Elks Lodge No. 
1015 of Alameda. She is survived by 
her mother, Vivian Jean Martin and 

sister, Lisa Martin 
both of Fresno; her 
brother Robert 
Martin and wife Judy 
of Sacramento; neph-
ew, Robert Martin III, 
of San Jose; her dog, 
Scout and a wide 
circle of other fam-
ily members, friends 
and colleagues. 

A celebration of 
life will be held at the Alameda 
Elks Lodge, 2255 Santa Clara Ave., 
on Saturday, Feb. 18, at 11 a.m. In 
lieu of flowers, donations accept-
ed at gofundme.com/amy-martin- 
memorial-fund.  

Amy Denise Martin


