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Sun Staff Reports
Many of the artists who contrib-

ute to Alameda’s vibrant art scene 
are concerned about the future 
of the City of Alameda’s Public 
Art Fund. In recent meetings of 
the Public Art Commission, mem-
bers of the public questioned the 
method the city has established 
to disburse funds contributed to 
the program. It appeared that an 
open bidding process using for-
mal requests for proposals (RFP) 
hadn’t been established. 

The city has announced that a 
Public Art Commission meeting will 
be held at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Jan. 18, in City Council Chambers, 
that will allow the public to discuss 
two main topics.

n The public will consider an 
amendment updating the Public 
Art Ordinance. The proposed 
amendment is categorically 
exempt from further environmental 
review pursuant to State California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

Guidelines 15305 Minor Alterations 
to Land Use Limitations.

n The public will consider top-
ics related to a draft request for 
proposals (RFP) for physical public 
art, and cultural arts and arts pro-
gramming in the City of Alameda. 
Consideration of a draft RFP is not 
a project under CEQA.

Staff reports for this meeting 
were expected to be published yes-
terday, after press time.

Pipe-A-Thon 
Nets Near $4K 

Sun Staff Reports
Local bagpiper Andy MacKay 

reported he had a great time doing 
the New Year’s Eve Pipe-athon 
again this year and raised more 
than $3,900 for American Cancer 
Society. MacKay’s fundraising 
page is still open at hogmabay.org. 
MacKay said many thanks to all the 
donors, and Happy New Year!

Public Art Discussion 
to Resume on Jan. 18

Next, Reiman pointed out to 
the learners skeletons around the 
room. After ACLC learners were 
divided into groups, bins of actual 
human bones were brought to each 
group. The academic explained that 
they were human bones from peo-
ple who had donated their remains 
to science and should be treated 
respectfully. The learners then 
participated in an activity where 
they had to assemble an actual 
human skeleton where the bones 
had to be articulated correctly. In 
the process, the students learned 
the names of the bones and had to 
follow careful instructions on how 
to handle the fragile remains.

As a bonus to the day, Dean Lila 
Celhay, CoA’s Dean of Workforce 
Development and Applied Sciences 
visited the classroom and talked to 
the students. They learned about 
a dean’s role and discussed facts 
about attending college.

At ACLC, all students are 
required to take at least one col-
lege class in order to graduate. The 
field trip to CoA was both engaging 
and informative and gave the ACLC 
students motivation and insight 
into their futures as successful col-
lege students.

Continued from page 7

Tour: Of 
college is 
science fun

Point Developer Asks 
for Some More Time

Dennis Evanosky
At its Tuesday, Jan. 17 meeting 

the  City Council will likely take 
the first step in passing an ordi-
nance that would allow Alameda 
Point Partners, LLC, (APP) ad-
ditional time to complete itsdue 
diligence and line up some supple-
mentary funding. The move would 
require a change in the Disposi-
tion and Development Agreement 
(DDA) with APP.

To protect its interests, the city 
can only amend the DDA by way 
of an ordinance. If passed the or-
dinance would extend the Phase 1 

closing date from Dec. 12, 2016 to 
April 11. APP requested the amend-
ment prior to last month’s deadline. 
The additional 120 days would al-
low APP time to complete property 
investigations and secure addition-
al financial commitments.

Members of the new City Coun-
cil could move forward based on 
the recommendation of City staff. In 
her report to the Council, City Man-
ager Jill Keimach pointed out the 
importance of resolving the items 
“before transferring the property 
out of City ownership.” 

In her recommendation, Kei-

mach reminds the City Council that 
“APP has invested significant fi-
nancial and staff resources into the 
predevelopment of Phase 1 of Site A, 
demonstrating a solid commitment 
to implementing the Site A Project 
successfully.” APP has already spent 
$13.6 million in equity funds on pre-
development efforts, including mon-
ey on planning and permitting of the 
Seaplane Lagoon Ferry Terminal.

The staff report points out the 
complex infrastructure and environ-
mental issues that APP faces at Alam-
eda Point. These include the need to 
upgrade deteriorating infrastructure 
that dates to the Navy’s creation of 
its air station in 1940. The developer 
also faces complex environment is-
sues related, in most cases, to the 
Navy’s presence, but in some cases 
to existing environmental conditions. 

According to the staff report, APP 
has already secured “significant fi-
nancial commitment from its parent 
company, Trammell Crow Residen-
tial.” APP has also been working with 
UDR, a New York Stock Exchange-list-
ed investment trust involved in all as-
pects of the real-estate process. APP 
hopes to involve UDP in the financing 
and development of Site A infrastruc-
ture and in the construction of Blocks 
9, 10 and 11 at Alameda Point.    

The City has also inherited sev-
eral open petroleum sites from the 
Navy. Some lie within Phase 1 bound-
aries. At its Feb. 2, 2016, meeting the 
City Council learned the complica-
tions involved in cleaning and clos-
ing some 160 petroleum sites with 
almost 300 fuel storage tanks, piping, 
sumps and more. The Navy plans to 
clean and close all these sites. The 
San Francisco Bay Regional Water 
Quality Control Board adds another 
layer of bureaucracy to this already 
difficult process. 

“While APP has taken a lead-
ership role in assisting the Navy 
in obtaining closure for several 
of these petroleum sites from the 
Water Board, the closure process 
is complicated and requires addi-
tional investigation and negotiation 
of covenants with the Water Board,” 
Keimach stated in her report.

“While these items are very 
close to being resolved, it is impor-
tant to have a few more months to 
complete these due diligence items 
before transferring the Phase 1 Site 
A property to APP,” she stated. 

The City Council meets at 7 p.m., 
Tuesday, Jan. 17, in the Council Cham-
bers, City Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Ave. 


