
Born on March 22, 1921, to 
the late John Terrones and Grace 
Salazar in Tecoman, Colima, 
Mexico, Bertha passed away on 
Jan. 2, 2018, at her 
home in Alameda. 
She was preceded 
in death by her hus-
band, John Severdia 
in 1999. 

She is survived by 
her children: Marilyn, 
Virginia (George) and 
Sandy (Bill); seven 
grandchildren; 15 
great-grandchildren; 
and six great-great-grandchildren. 
She will be dearly missed.

Bertha was active with the 
YLI, Catholic Daughters and St. 
Joseph’s Garden Club and Altar 
Society. She enjoyed Bible study, 
her book club, dancing, playing 
Bingo and taking trips to Reno. 

She traveled extensively all over 
the world by taking land tours and 
cruises.  

Family and friends are invited 
to attend the funeral 
services in Bertha’s 
honor this Saturday, 
Jan. 13, at St. Joseph 
Basilica, 1109 Chestnut 
St., Alameda. Bertha 
will be available for 
viewing at 8:45 am. 
The Rosary and Divine 
Mercy will begin at 9 
a.m. followed by Mass 
at 10 a.m.

In lieu of flowers donations may 
be made in Bertha’s memory to YLI 
Laurentian No. 70 for the Sisters’ 
Fund, 555 Callan Ave. No. 2, San 
Leandro, CA 94577.

Greer Family Mortuary & 
Cremation Services  FD-1408

greermortuary.com   865-3755
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Stellar Media Group, Inc. • Alameda Sun Bookstore

for more titles visit  
http://alamedasun.com/bookstore

Lost Ballparks
by Dennis Evanosky & Eric J. Kos

Order your copy now. $35.00  
includes sales tax and shipping.  

A brand new book by the publishers of the Alameda Sun is now available. The third in Pavilion Books’ Lost 
series by Dennis Evanosky and Eric J. Kos: Lost Ballparks is a 144-page book on the historic temples to the 
sport of baseball that have since become parking lots, highways, hospitals or in one case, a zoo. 

Lost San Francisco
by Dennis Evanosky & Eric J. Kos
$30.00 
This 144-page book explores historic 
landmarks that no longer stand in San 
Francisco. Filled with fascinating stories 
coupled with historic photographs Lost 
San Francisco takes you on a visual and 
educational journey.

Lost Los Angeles
by Dennis Evanosky & Eric J. Kos
$30.00 
This 144-page book explores historic 
landmarks that no longer stand in Los 
Angeles. Filled with fascinating stories 
coupled with historic photographs Lost 
San Francisco takes you on a visual and 
educational journey .

All prices include California Sales Tax and shipping. Make checks 
payable to Alameda Sun and mail to: 3215-J Encinal Ave. Alameda, 
CA 94501.  Please indicate title and quantity when ordering. More 
information at 263-1470 or ekos@alamedasun.com
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PAINTING
Best Time for Your Interior Projects!

510-522-5800
bettercallpaulforpainting@gmail.com

Since 1994                                                                         Lic# 688189

Winner of  the 2016 Tip-of-the-Hat Award from the  
Alameda Architectural Preservation Society.

GM PAINTING  
HANDYMAN SERVICE & CONSTRUCTION 

DRY-ROT REPAIR
Interior / Exterior / Commercial  •  Licensed / Bonded / Insured

WINTER 
SPECIAL!
20% OFF 

WITH THIS AD

ELECTRICAL &
FABRICATION

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

• CODE CORRECTION
• UP FRONT PRICING
• PL & PD INSURED

Lic. #740843

510-814-9387
FAX 337-1025

Alameda, CA 94501
service@tecelectric.net

Fresh Cuts 
Gardening

510.533.6324
www.FreshCutsGardening.com

THE SALON FOR YOUR LAWN

LIC. #28039950

• Mowing
• Weeding
• Edging
• Pruning
• Trimming

• Mulching
• Sodding
• Sprinkler
• Fencing
• And More!

A WEEKLY FEATURE BRINGING YOU 
THE BEST HOME SERVICES  
THE ISLAND HAS TO OFFER

For information please call 
Cindy Pelletier at 263-1824  

or email: cpelletier@alamedasun.com

510.523.1968
www.carrollconstructiononline.com

• GENERAL CONSTRUCTION
• FRAMING • ADDITIONS
• BASEMENT CONVERSIONS
• AND SO MUCH MORE!

CA LICENSE# 843229

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS/DRAINAGE
BRICK • CONCRETE • MASONRY

DROUGHT-TOLERANT LANDSCAPES
GARDEN LIGHTING • FENCING • SOD LAWNS

EROSION CONTROL
RETAINING WALLS: ROCK • STONE • WOOD • BLOCK

Oakland 
Landscaping
ESTABLISHED 1976

                 California
            Landscape
      Contractors
  Association

FREE ESTIMATES
CA LIC.#662406

Since 1976

(510) 917-8033
 5900 COLISEUM WAY l OAKLAND l CALIFORHNIA

“Bay Area’s premier fireplace  
installation and maintenance  

provider since 1980.”
510.483.6600

Email: topnotchenergy@sbcglobal.net
www.topnotchenergy-spas.comwww.valorfireplaces.com

TOP NOTCH ENERGY
Fireplaces

Valor

Alameda  Sun

Call the Sun editor  
at 263-1470 
or write to 

editor@alamedasun.com

News Tip?

Local Deaths

It is with great sadness the fam-
ily announces the sudden passing 
on Dec. 30, of Nancy Ann Gannon-
Mongerson, 70, at her home 
in Alameda. Nancy was born in 
Oakland on Feb. 13, 1947, to Gordon 
and Clara Ratto Cox. 

Nancy gradu-
ated from Alameda 
High School in 1964 
and went on to com-
plete her education 
at Cal State Hayward 
earning her teach-
ing credential. She 
then spent the next 
40 years lovingly 
and enthusiastically 
educating students in the Alameda 
Unified School District. 

Nancy was blessed with a 
beautiful singing voice and enter-
tained many throughout the years. 
She also had a talent for writing 
creative prose and recently co-
authored several children’s books 
with her cousin, Darleen Sherman. 

Nancy had an infectious laugh 
and a beautiful smile. Nancy was 
pre-deceased by her daughter, 
Katie Perata, her parents, Gordon 
and Clara Cox, aunt Teresa Ratto, 
uncles Benedetto Ratto, Bacci 
Ratto, Tony Ratto and Mario Ratto. 

She is sadly missed by her 

beloved daughter, Amy Gannon 
Polk (Jerry), and her cherished 
granddaughters, Paige and Taylor 
Perata. Remembering their sister 
with love and fond memories are 
her brothers Paul Cox and nieces 

Jessica Cox Prescott 
and Sarah Cox Ybarra 
(Aurelio) and Jim Cox 
(Shannon) and neph-
ews Evan Cox and 
Adam Cox. Nancy will 
forever be remem-
bered by many 
cousins and other 
relatives who loved 
joining together at 
the Ratto gatherings 

through the years. 
Sing on, Angel Nancy. 
A viewing was held on Tuesday, 

Jan. 9, at Greer Family Mortuary, 
2694 Blanding Ave., Alameda and 
a funeral mass was held yesterday, 
Wednesday, Jan. 10, at St. Philip 
Neri Church in Alameda. Interment 
will take place at Holy Sepulchre 
Cemetery, Hayward at a later date. 

Donations in Nancy’s memory 
may be made to Alameda Welfare 
Council, P.O. Box 2265, Alameda 
94501 or a charity of your choice.

Greer Family Mortuary & 
Cremation Services  FD-1408

greermortuary.com   865-3755

Nancy Ann Gannon-Mongerson

Bertha Severdia
March 22, 1921 – Jan. 2, 2018

Resident of Alameda

$400,000 annually. Whatever dif-
ficulty the administrator suffered 
as a child; he is clearly over it 
now.

A guy riding the hook and 
ladder truck for the Alameda 
Fire Department knocks down 
$170,000 per year in wages, tips 
and other compensation. Was 
he or she necessarily “born into 
money?”

Apparently only second-gen-
eration plutocrats, aristocrats or 
those swaddled in culottes have 
enough money to pay full fare at 
Alameda Hospital. The rest “will 
help by paying as much as they 
can.”

While stiffing the hospital, or 
“paying as much as they can,” will 
these people continue to enjoy 
the conveniences of cell phones, 
cable service, bottled water, deliv-
ered pizzas and sugar in their tea? 
How does the accounts receivable 
department at the hospital calcu-
late what constitutes “paying as 
much as they can?” Do they have 
a payment algorithm in mind?

“America is the Land of 
Opportunity” but what is the 
expression for those who haven’t 
seized or capitalized on “oppor-
tunity?”  

While the 10th commandment 
traditionally said, “Thou shall not 
covet thy neighbor’s goods,” we 
covet anything anyone possesses 
who is richer than we are. Without 
challenge, we assume the intel-
ligent application of hard work 
did not factor into other people’s 
accumulation of wealth.

We continually vote for looters 
who promise to expropriate as 
much as possible of our neigh-
bors’ goods and offer it up for 

the benefit of mankind — but also 
promise not loot our own store-
houses.  

Perhaps I am triggered by the 
drum beat alleging “privilege” or 
railing against “wealth” in the Bay 
Area. I was born in upstate New 
York: a hick, a bumpkin, a hay-
seed. Our “country estate” was 
a home without indoor plumbing 
and without central heat.

Yet the assumption that any-
one who can pay full fare “was 
born into money” is a comforting 
dodge of the obvious i.e. that 
ambition may factor into the 
wealth equation.

As a teacher at Encinal High 
it is worth noting what a healthy 
sense of entitlement, coveting, 
resentment, denial, enabling or 
expectation can do for a child’s 
learning curve. “Flat line” is not 
just a hospital idiom. Delusional 
thinking has built-in rewards.

As I warn my students, 
“Expectation is the first step on 
the highway to disappointment.” 
Is reality to be ducked or con-
fronted, and at what age?

As my Uncle Cusper never 
tired of saying, “Once you make 
your initial departure from reality, 
the possibilities are limitless.”

Jeffrey R. Smith teaches math-
ematics at Encinal High School. He 
can be reached at jeffreyrsmith@
aol.com.

Clarification
Last week’s commentary 

by Blanca Estella Garcia (“Why 
Hospital is Worthy of Support,” Jan. 
4) misidentified Garcia’s role with 
Alameda Hospital. She works as an 
admitter at the hospital.

Myth: Of upward mobility
Continued from page 6

Florence Sasaki, 
92, passed away 
in Oakland on 
Wednesday, Dec. 27, 
2017. She was a kind 
and wonderful spirit 
who brought light 
and love to whoever 
she met. She will be 
missed.  

Florence was born 
in the small town of Penryn, Calif., in 

Placer County on June 
22, 1925. She would 
tell stories about 
growing up in a small 
town, working in the 
fields and orchards 
and playing sports.

During World 
War II, like so many 
Japanese Americans, 
she and her parents 

were held in an internment camp. 
While she was interred she became 
a Nurse’s Aide; her name was 
Florence after all!

After the war, and the Japanese 
were released from the internment 
camps, Florence’s family moved 
to Minneapolis, Minn., where she 
hated the weather. The only thing 
she liked about being there was she 
being able to see Frank Sinatra on 
stage. Eventually, she and her par-
ents moved back to California and 
settled in San Francisco. She loved 
the city. While living there she was 
introduced to a handsome young 
man named Sakae Sasaki. In a whirl-
wind romance, they were married. 
She would give birth to three chil-
dren: Eileen, Glen and Lawrence.

After Sakae died in 1975, Florence 
got her GED and vocational training 
so she could find work and take 
care of her children. She worked 
at Metropolitan Life Insurance as a 
secretary until retirement. She then 
found part-time office work at the 
24-hour Daycare Center in Oakland, 
retiring at age 90.

Florence enjoyed going to A’s 
and Warrior games and watching 
ice skating on TV. In her younger 
years, she loved to bowl. She also 
loved going to South Lake Tahoe for 
her birthday.

Florence is survived by her 
daughter Eileen, two sons Glen and 
Lawrence, daughter in-law Susie, 
granddaughter Jennifer (Suman) 
and grandson Jonathan.

There will be a Celebration of 
Life held at the Alameda Eagles, 2305 
Alameda Ave. on Saturday, Jan. 20. 
For questions, contact Ken Erdahl 
of the Alameda Eagles at: 522-7626.

Florence Sasaki

Remembering Ron Cowan
In Memorium

One year has 
passed since 
the day we 

lost you. You have 
been missed every 
second of every 
day. I’ve missed 
your positive ener-
gy, your generous 
heart, your infec-
tious laughter and 
your hopelessly romantic self. 
You were and forever will be the 
love of my life. 

The grandkids miss you 

dearly. They long 
for your uncondi-
tional love, your 
wisdom and your 
huge presence. You 
truly were a force 
of nature. One who 
brought about pos-
itive change when-
ever he focused on 
a vision. That force 

is missed and there is a huge 
void in its place. 

We love you, Ron Cowan!
— Shahla Cowan and family

510-227-5514

CARY LITCHFORD
Land, Cruise and Tour Specialist

HASSLE-FREE VACATION 
PLANNING FOR GROUPS AND 
INDIVIDUALS

CRUISE PLANNERS’ EXCLUSIVES!!
ALASKA

From $198*
Includes:  

1-nt. Seattle, 
7-nt. Celebrity Solstice

& Transfer

HAWAII
From $286*

Includes:  
2-nt. Honolulu, 

7-nt. NCL Pride of
America & Transfers

* Price is based on per night, per person cost.  Excludes taxes and 
other applicable fees.

Advertise in the Alameda Sun  
Call 263-1824 or 263-1471

or online at www.alamedasun.com.


