
Spring Classes 
Start Jan. 3

Including “one of the most  
thorough introductory foil 

courses available anywhere.”
For Children and Adults

Call Now 814-1800
or visit:

Pacificfencingclub.com

2329 Santa Clara Ave.  
Alameda CA 94501
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• FEATURING • 
Pipes: Hand crafted Italian and Irish pipes 
Pipe Tobacco: Over 40 different varieties

Cigars: Over 120 different kinds of cigars in stock
Beer, Wine, Champagne, Port & Cider: From ALL over the world

+ Cornology, Moonstruck Chocolate  
& Three Jerks Jerky

3215J Encinal Ave. • Alameda 
Phone: 263-1471 • Fax: 263-1473

www.alamedasun.com

The ReCrafting Co.
Quality Quilting, Knitting, Beading 

and other Craft Supplies  
for Sale on Consignment  

at Amazingly Affordable Prices!
Open Craft Night Wednesdays 6-9PM

2449 Santa Clara Ave. • 510.263.0249
Business & Consignment Hours

Tues.-Fri. 10:00-5:30 & Sat. 10:00-5
www.theRecraftingCo.com

Turn Your Crafting Stash Into Cash!

SPORTS

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

CLIFF SHUM, CFP®
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PL ANNER

SHUM FINANCIAL GROUP 
1402 PARK STREET, SUITE E, AL AMEDA, CA 94501

T: 510.748.7462  F:  510.769.4990  SHUMFINANCIAL.COM
CA INSURANCE LIC.#0C27576

It’s not too late to make plans for 
New Year’s Eve. You’ll find a cel-
ebration for every taste and every 

budget in Downtown Alameda. You 
can simply meet up with friends at 
one of your favorite restaurants, 
catch a movie, play a game or 
extend the evening by ringing in 
the new year at one of the district’s 
many parties.

Looking for ideas? You can find 
a list of the best Alameda night 
spots on the Downtown Alameda 
website: www.DowntownAlameda.
com/Food-Drink

The Downtown Alameda 
Business Association wishes you a 
safe and happy new year!

New Year’s Eve Pajama 
Movie Party 

What’s better than curling up in 
your PJs with some popcorn and 
a movie at home? Dressing up in 
your PJs and hitting the town to 

watch a current blockbuster on the 
big screen at the Alameda Theatre! 
For the regular price of movie 
admission, guests are welcome to 
come wearing pajamas and enjoy 
free pinball games, live music and 
magic, photo ops with costume 
characters and any movie on the 
theatre’s marquee (current selections 
include Moana, Rogue One, Sing 
and Passengers). Movies ending at 9 
p.m. and midnight will be treated to 
an on-screen New Year’s countdown 
to welcome the new year. 

More info: www.alameda  
theatres.com or 769-3456.

Downtown Tip: If you’d like to 
celebrate the new year with the fam-
ily but want the kids in bed early, opt 
for an early showtime and watch the 
East Coast countdown at 9 p.m.

New Year’s Eve ‘Secret’ Party
Join the folks at Wine & Waffles 

for a roaring 1920s-themed fare-

well party to 2016 and say hello to 
2017! Dress up and come ready 
to dance and mingle. There will be 
loads of secret surprises through-
out the night. No need to make a 
reservation, but this is a 21-and-
over only event.

More information: www.
facebook.com/WineandWaffles or 
523-2301.

Downtown Tip: The door man 
will ask for the password. Tell him 
“seven” to be welcomed in to join 
the festivities.

New Year’s Eve Soul Party 
Take a ride through the highs 

and lows of soul music with Bay 
Area blues and soul diva Terrie 
Odabi. Celebrate the new year 
at one of two shows hosted by 
Rhythmix Cultural Works. Terrie’s 
music is honest, soulful and 
intoxicating. Her performances are 
packed with heart-pumping energy 

and poignant memories matched 
by her generous spirit and wit. 
Shows start at 7 and 10 p.m. 
Tickets are $40 in advance and 
$45 the day of show. 

More information and reserva-
tions: www.rhythmix.org or 865-
5060.

Downtown Tip: Toast the new 
year by attending the late show — 
it includes a champagne toast.

New Year’s Eve  
Bagpipe-athon 

For the third year running, 
Alameda resident and Scottish ex-
pat Andy MacKay will play “Auld 
Lang Syne” on the bagpipes in 
every bar in Alameda to celebrate 
the incoming New Year and raise 
money for the American Cancer 
Society (ACS). The Pipe-a-thon 
starts in Downtown Alameda at 
McGee’s on Park Street at 6.30 
p.m. before visiting Alameda Island 

Brewing Company, Speisekammer, 
Lemon Tree, The Churchward Pub, 
American Oak, Lost Weekend, 
The Hobnob, Lucky 13 and Club 
House. Last year, the Pipe-a-thon 
raised more than  $3,800 for ACS.

More information: www.hogma 
bay.org 

Downtown Tip: Rumor has it 
that Andy will be accompanied 
by ‘The Collectors’ (aka Jake and 
Elwood Blues) and they will all be 
in kilts!

About Downtown Alameda
You’ll always find great food 

and drink establishments, charm-
ing shops, friendly services and 
fun things to do in Downtown 
Alameda! To learn more about 
the businesses and events in 
Downtown Alameda, follow us 
on your favorite social site or 
visit our new website: www.
DowntownAlameda.com.

Ekene Ikeme
Part One

The year is winding to a close so 
it is a good time to review the major 
feats acheived by Alameda student 
athletes in their respective sports 
over the first half of the year.

Basketball
As is often the case the St. 

Joseph Notre Dame (SJND) men’s 
basketball team was the premiere 
basketball team on the Island. 
The SJND Pilots once again were 
crowned state champions after they 
defeated St. Bernard of Playa del Rey 
55-50 on March 24, in the California 
Interscholastic Federation Div. V 
title game. 

The title was decided in the wan-
ing moments of the contest. Then-
freshman Adam Campos made a 
layup with 37 second left to give 
the Pilots a 52-48 lead. Then-senior 
Robert Fuller stole the ball and 
scored with 21 seconds left to cut 
the lead in half for St. Bernard. 
The Vikings quickly fouled then-
junior Pilot Jadé Smith to stop the 
clock with 11 seconds left. However, 
Smith was fouled hard on the play 
and had to exit the game. SJND 
head coach Don Lippi inserted then-
freshman Kobe Kiener to attempt 
the crucial free throws.

The 14-year-old Kiener stepped 
to the free-throw line and calmly 
sank both free throws, his only 
points of the game. 

This was the Pilots’ second CIF 
basketball state title in three years 
and sixth overall. It was also Lippi’s 
800th career win. Prior to their 
state championship win, they won 
the North Coast Section (NCS) Div. 
V title (65-61 over University of San 
Francisco) and the Div. V NorCal 
title (67-58 over Stuart Hall of San 
Francisco). The team finished with 
a 26-9 overall record.

The SJND women’s team did not 
see the same success as then men’s 
team, but still had a stellar 2016. 

The Pilots made it to the CIF 
NorCal Div. V final, but lost to 
Eastside College Prep of East Palo 
Alto 65-59. Mira Love-Sangco led the 
Pilots with 19 points. Her teammate 
Aiyanna Dueberry pitched in 16 
points. The loss did not negate the 
season the Pilots had. They went 
26-9 overall. They also won the NCS 
Div. V title with a 53-28 blowout vic-
tory over Urban of San Francisco 
on March 5. 

The other four high school bas-
ketball teams showed tremendous 
effort on the hard wood. The Encinal 
men’s team went 15-14 overall and 
beat Alameda three times last season 
(one of the three wins in December 
2015). The Encinal women’s team 
had a strong 2016 going 21-9. They 
advanced to their league title game 
(lost 60-43 to Castro Valley) and beat 
rival Alameda 58-57 in overtime on 
Jan. 9.

The Alameda women’s team 

2016: Alameda Sports Year in Review
went 15-15 overall and advanced to 
the NCS Div. II semifinal.

Soccer
It was a tough year for soccer 

teams on the Island in 2016. All six 
teams finished with records below 
.500. However, the Encinal women’s 
soccer team had its highlight of 
the season with a 2-1 victory over 
Alameda on Jan. 6. They also quali-
fied for the NCS Div. III playoffs, 
but lost in the first round 5-1 to 
Miramonte of Orinda on Feb. 17.

Baseball/Softball
The SJND baseball and softball 

teams won section titles in 2016. 
The SJND baseball team defeat-
ed four opponents on its way to 
claiming the Div. V crown. The 
Pilots beat The Bay School of San 
Francisco (17-1) on May 24, Head 
Royce of Oakland (11-2) on May 27, 
Stuart Hall (4-3 in 13 innings) on 
June 1 and College Prep of Oakland 
(10-1) in the final on June 4. 

The 13-inning semifinal was a 
classic. SJND and College Stuart 
Hall entered extra innings (eighth 
inning) tied 1-1. 

The Knights were the first team 
to score in extra innings in the 10th. 
The Pilots tied the game with a dou-
ble by senior Augustus Mosley driv-
ing in Vincent Republicano. The 
Knights scored again in the top of 
the 12th, but the Pilots responded 
with another run.

In the bottom of the 13th, with 
the game tied 3-3 and runners on 
second and third, Mosely hit a 
dribbler to first. The first base-

man threw the ball to the catcher 
who threw an errant pass, allowing 
Carson Bridges to score the win-
ning run. The SJND baseball team 
ended its 2016 season with a 25-5 
overall record.

The softball team was just 
as dominant. The Pilots beat 
Technology of Rohnert Park 13-2 
on May 27, then Head-Royce of 
Oakland 6-0 on May 31 in the sec-
ond and third rounds, respectively. 
The title game was a pitchers’ duel 
against Cloverdale on June 4. The 
Pilots won 1-0 in 10 innings after 
freshman Danielle Pohlson singled 
to drive in the title-winning run. 
SJND pitcher Anekaila Crevani 
pitched all 10 innings while strik-
ing out 17 batters. The Pilots had a 
14-10 overall record.

The Alameda High School soft-
ball team finished 16-5 overall in 
2016. They won the West Alameda 
County Conference (WACC) 
league title with a 4-1 victory over 
Piedmont on May 19. The men’s 
team advanced to the WACC semifi-
nal. They had a 14-12 overall record.

Track-and-Field
Then-junior Cooper Teare of 

SJND won the CIF Div. V 3,200-meter 
state final on June 4. Teare beat 30 
other competitors on his way to 
winning. He finished with an overall 
time of 8:51.845, just two one-thou-
sands of a second faster than Cole 
Spencer of Great Oak who finished 
in second place.

Teare was in fourth place with 
400 meters left behind Jack Van 

Scoter of Flintridge Prep, Callum 
Bolger of San Luis Obispo and 
Michael Vernau of Davis. However, 
Teare ran the final 400 meters in 
56.757 seconds, while Bolger ran 
the final 400 meters in 58.866 sec-
onds.

Frisbee
Alameda varsity-level Ultimate 

Frisbee Team, Dark Meat, lost to 
Berkeley High 11-10 in the USA 
Ultimate 2016 California Division I 
High School State Tournament final 
on May 8 in Santa Cruz. The loss 
marked the end of a successful 2016 
season for the Dark Meat squad. To 
get to the state championship, they 
beat Team Disception 11-7 in the 
quarterfinals and Foothill 10-7 in 
the semifinal.

Golf
Peter Kuest claimed the 89th 

annual Alameda Commuters 
Championship trophy with a superb 
performance over four rounds of golf 
on the Earl Fry Course. He finished 
the tournament with a 15-under-
par 269 on the par-71 course. Kuest 
dominated from start to finish. He 
was the 36-hole champion after two 
rounds and led by 10 strokes head-
ing into the final round.

John Fahey earned the best 
score of an Alameda native who 
participated in the event. Fahey 
finished tied for 37th place with a 
nine-over-par 293.

Football
There was also sad news to 

report in athletics in 2016. Encinal 
freshman Giovanni Pulido, 15, col-
lapsed following the Jets’ spring 
football conditioning drills on 
the Encinal campus on May 17. 
Pulido, who was a month away 
from completing his freshman year, 
was rushed to the hospital where 
he was pronounced dead around 7 
p.m. that evening.

“Our thoughts and our hearts are 
very much with this young man’s 
family, friends, teammates and 
classmates,” said Alameda Unified 
School District Superintendent 
Sean McPhetridge in a statement. 
“This is a deep loss to the Encinal 
community and our Alameda com-
munity at large.”

Next week, part two of this story 
will feature local athletic achiev-
ments from the second half of 2016.

Downtown Alameda Business Association Happenings

File photos

The St. Joseph Notre Dame High School Pilots won the 
state basketball championships in March.

Peter Kuest (right) earned the top spot at the 89th annu-
al Commuters Golf Tournament held in April.


