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The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Right person to  
mind the hen house
Editor:

Letters and commentaries in the 
Alameda Sun for example “Thank 
you letter to the City Manager,” Nov. 
2, and “City Must Fully Investigate 
City Manager’s Allegations,” Oct. 18, 
are basically correct in pointing out 
Alameda Firefighters, International 
Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF) 
Local 689 is attempting to control 
city government.

The firefighters who used to 
fund Little League, and should 
be funding Meals on Wheels 
and the Alameda Education 
Foundation, instead pour their 
dues into the purchase of 
Councilmembers. Most firefight-
ers don’t live in Alameda. They 
don’t pay taxes here and are not 
concerned with any Alameda 
issue but their benefits.

Match that fact up with the 
ambitious people who use our 
city government and firefighter 
funding as a springboard to higher 
public office, which gives us a 
“design for disaster.” We can eas-
ily come up with a list of public 
officials who either have, or will, 
jump ship for another public job 
or sweetening of their own ben-
efits, leaving us to hold the bag.

Here is an example: the firefight-
ers encouraged the City Council to 
hire three firefighter positions at 
$250,000 a year to staff the Fire 
Prevention unit. These three will 
get an additional $18,000 per year 
because they are 40-hour employ-
ees and don’t go to fires. 

Now I agree that firefighting is 
a dangerous job, but to get paid 
extra for not firefighting is difficult 
to stomach for most of us. These 
three are to be given new cars 
which I predict will be used to 
drive back and forth to work where 
ever they live. Most fire agencies 
use civilians (not expensive sworn 
personnel) for this work and train 
them for it. Why not instead hire 
three more sworn cops?

It is no wonder that our City 
Manager choose a really qualified 
Fire Chief to “mind the hen house.”

— Mike Kelly

The larger picture
Editor:

There is a larger picture behind 
this “NFL player kneeling” thing 
that a lot of folks don’t seem to 
comprehend: The “goal of global 
socialists” (Marxists).

The goal of global socialists is 
the dismantling of our identity as 

a nation. First, disgracing the U.S. 
flag and national anthem. Next, 
distorting our history and remov-
ing memorial statues. Ultimately, 
the goal is to alter and remove our 
governing Constitution.

If we keep “giving in” and con-
tinue to accept the dismantling 
of our culture and heritage then 
we become that which the global-
ist Marxists want: A third-world 
country prime for socialist con-
trol. This tactic isn’t new! It has 
been their game plan throughout 
recent history.

There are many written exam-
ples explaining this movement. It 
runs deeper than what is seen on 
the surface, and it is happening 
before our very eyes.

No matter how “tired” you are 
of listening to the back-and-forth 
arguments about the flag and 
national anthem; we mustn’t grow 
so weary that we become compla-
cent and say, “forget the anthem 
so we can get back to football.” 
That is exactly what the global-
ist socialist movement wants and 
that is why we are at this point in 
the first place. 

Be aware, remain alert!
— Bruce Elerick

A novel proposal to 
deal with traffic
Editor:

I applaud those who have put 
many hours into studying the 
problem of how to deal with traf-
fic congestion in Alameda, as in 
the Transportation Choices Plan.  
However, these efforts essentially 
address just the next 15 years. 
What then? And what about the 
congestion in Oakland, on the Bay 
Bridge, etc.? 

A look to China provides some 
innovative ideas. Around several 
of their major cities, they are now 
building, or have built, planned 
satellite cities such as Tianfu, a 
model city of 80,000 outside of 
Chengdu. Tianfu is designed to 
be pedestrian-friendly — one can 
walk across town in 15 minutes 
and cars are limited. Mass transit 
connects quickly to the bigger city 
and the rest of the country.

What if we began to plan for 
the next 25 to 50 years here in the 
Bay Area?

Wouldn’t it make sense to 
ease ourselves out of a society so 
dependent on automobiles? We 
aren’t going to just get rid of them, 
but we could start building urban 
environments where they really 
are not as necessary. It will be a 
lot easier to start from scratch, per-

haps out near Clayton or Tassajara, 
with a maglev train connecting to 
Oakland and San Francisco.  

Funding for such a project 
might be closer than you think. 
President Donald Trump’s recent 
visit to China netted an initial $250 
billion investment from China in 
various U.S. projects. This is just 
a beginning. Gov. Jerry Brown met 
with China’s President Xi and came 
back saying California is joining 
the Belt and Road Initiative. China 
wants to invest in worthwhile 
endeavors here.

Let’s make some concrete  
proposals!

— Hunter Cobb

Gather around the  
Black Friday tree
Editor:

First of all, I’m a big fan of the 
Alameda Sun. Great work overall. 
However, I take great offense at the 
cultural appropriation displayed in 
the Nov. 23 edition.

Under the Local Happenings 
section you announce the South 
Shore “Tree Lighting Ceremony, 
festivities to commemorate Black 
Friday.” Really? It’s been offen-
sive enough that Christmas trees 
have been reduced to “holiday” 
trees over much of our nation. 
But now we’re just blatantly 
appropriating the Christmas tree 
in the name of the worst shop-
ping day of the year? 

And while we’re at it, let me ask, 
what about Black Friday is being 
commemorated? All those who 
were injured in Walmart brawls and 
stampedes?

Merry Christmas.
— Anthony Sloan

Fighting for smoke-free 
outdoor dining
Editor:

I vividly remember celebrating 
my 14th birthday with my family. We 
sat on the patio of my favorite res-
taurant, enjoying the perfect weath-
er. I could see the waiter coming 
with my meal and as I was expect-
ing to smell my bacon cheeseburg-
er, instead, I was shocked by a whiff 
of cigarette smoke.

According to the Surgeon 
General, there is no safe level of 
exposure to secondhand smoke. 
Knowing this, why should non-
smokers be subject to deleterious 
health risks while trying to enjoy 
a meal on the patio of a restau-
rant? Is it necessary to expose res-
taurant staff to concerning risks 
when they are just trying to do 
their job?

It is vital to protect our com-
munities from harm. Children are 
more susceptible to facing signifi-
cant health detriments, including 
more frequent and severe asthma 
attacks, respiratory and ear infec-
tions, even sudden infant death 

Gabrielle Dolphin
As we begin our holiday sea-

son, the last thing I want to do 
is disturb the holiday spirit with 
an unsettling concern. But in my 
opinion, we have problem.

Three weeks ago I learned 
Kairos, a rapidly growing nucle-
ar-energy technology company, 
agreed to move its headquarters 
from Oakland to Alameda Point. 
Who invited them in? I learned 
developer Joe Ernst purchased the 
property (Building 9), from the city 
and closed a deal with Kairos to 
move in and do nuclear research.

Alameda had no say in this 
company’s relocation to the Point 
(“Nuclear Research Coming to 
Alameda” Nov. 16). No one at City 
Hall spoke up, and no Public Utilities 
Board member — our watchdog for 
public utilities — gave a “heads up.” 
No one let us know that nuclear 
research was headed our way.

I see no clean hands when deal-
ing with nuclear power — not even 
research. In my opinion, if you 
allow research, by default you sup-
port the research aims. We cannot 
minimize the nature of Kairos’ busi-

ness by saying, “it’s just research.” 
I find telling the public that the 

company isn’t using actual nuclear 
materials disingenuous. It’s like tell-
ing electric vehicle owners that 
their cars are “green”, when, in fact  
the electricity that powers their 
vehicles comes from fossil fuels.

In my opinion, allowing nuclear 
research in Alameda is paramount 
to the residents saying  a collective 
“yes” to nuclear power and the 
nuclear pollution we will have to 
live with.  

Are you aware that scientists just 
recently found a place for the radio-
active material from the Fukushima 
Dai-ichi nuclear power plant disas-
ter that happened in 2011? 

If Kairos were researching ways 
to filter and neutralize the nucle-
ar waste currently polluting the 
oceans and planet I would be the 
first to welcome them with open 
arms. But they’re not.

Did Point Developer 
Blindside Alameda?

No one let us 
know that nuclear 
research was 
headed our way.

Emily Beireis
In light of the many recent natu-

ral disasters around the nation, 
maybe it is time to re-evaluate the 
way we respond to such events and 
adopt a more global perspective.

Immediately following a natural 
disaster, whether wildfires or a 
hurricane, there is a huge influx of 
people wanting to help. These peo-
ple come with the purest of inten-
tions but are often misguided and 
end up causing more harm than 
healing. I, too, was one of these 
people — witnessing the devastat-
ing Northern California fires as a 
Sonoma State University student, I 
felt obligated to help. So I rounded 
up donations from friends and fam-
ily here on the Island and headed 
up to Rohnert Park.

I teamed up with a group of 
friends, and we drove around 
dropping off donations and look-
ing for volunteer opportunities. 
My friends and I found that every-
where we went, we were turned 
away because shelters and food 
banks were already at capacity. It 
is easy to become frustrated when 
things do not go as planned. It is 
important to remember that vol-
unteering is about altruism, your 
needs and desires are not of pri-

mary importance. So how do we 
respond and what can we do when 
disaster strikes and we have a 
desire to help?

n Donate money as opposed 
to physical goods: Money has far 
greater benefits for individuals and 
the community as a whole. Think 
about the cycle of donations for 
a moment. If you donate a box of 
toothpaste and your neighbor does 
the same thing, and his friend the 
next town over does the same and 
this happens neighbor after neigh-
bor, town after town, all of a sudden 
there is a warehouse full of boxes of 
toothpaste that far exceed the needs 
of those displaced by disaster. Who 
is this really helping? Yes, initially 
displaced persons will need tooth-
paste, clothes and other necessities, 
but the excess donations only create 
more problems in the long run. 

All of these donations also have 
an economic impact. If everyone 
is receiving donations then there 
is little need to purchase goods 
and invest in the local economy. 
This has a negative impact on 
local businesses who also likely 

Commentary

I want a green Alameda that 
runs on sustainable energy 
sources. Nuclear is decidedly 
not green. It is not clean. It 
is not sustainable. Regardless 
of the challenges before us 
with other green technologies, 
they are before us now; taken 
together provide the ability to 
power the planet.

At what point do we draw 
the line and take that real stand? 
We need to declare our values 
and say, “You are welcome to 
join us, in fact we want and and 
encourage you to join us, but to 
be part of this community, you 
have to value what we value.” 
This is particularly important 
in matters with so many deadly 
implications for the survival of 
the planet.

I can’t speak for all, but I, 
for one, do not want nuclear 
research — and all that implies 
— in my backyard. 

Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin 
lives in Alameda.

Reflections on Disaster 
Response Post-Wildfire

Commentary
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syndrome. Youth can also be influ-
enced to accept tobacco use as 
normal, acceptable behavior. 

Having a smoke-free outdoor 
dining policy would also support 
individuals who are attempting to 
quit. These paramount reasons 
are why we want to urge the 
city to make outdoor dining areas 
smoke-free to protect the public’s 
health.

— Melissa Renteria
Breathe California  

of the Bay Area

Plan will increase taxes 
on Alameda families
Editor:

The GOP tax bill currently 
sailing through Congress will do 
great harm to our communities in 
Alameda county.

• $4,029 is the average loss in 
tax savings for middle and upper 
middle-class Alamedan families as 
a result of losing the deduction for 
state, local, and property taxes;

• 52,210 Alamedan households 
will lose the ability to deduct stu-
dent loan interest;

• 14,960 teachers will lose the 
ability to deduct their out-of-pock-
ets expenses for school supplies;

• Nationally, 13 million Americans 
will lose health care through repeal 
of the individual mandate;

• The national deficit will 
increase by $1.4 trillion, resulting 
either in future tax increases or cuts 
to vital programs like Medicare and 
Social Security.

What is this all for? So the ultrarich 
and corporations can get a tax cut. 
The GOP tax plan is senseless, per-
verse and divisive.

— Rohit Reddy 

Story riddled with errors
Editor:

Thank you for covering the 
effort to name a Navy ship for pho-
tographer Joe Rosenthal. (“Help 
Preserve an Icon,” Nov. 23). I believe 
Floyd Hunter notified you his phone 
number was incorrectly reported. I 
also saw a couple other problems:

1. The photo was not taken at the 
conclusion of the fighting, rather, it 
was on the fifth day of a five-week 
battle. (Feb. 19 to March 26, 1945).

2. You used the name of the 
previous (Obama) Secretary of 
the Navy, Ray Mabus. The current 
Secretary, Richard V. Spencer, has 
held the post since August 2017. 
Sec. Spencer received the first 2,000 
USS Joe Rosenthal petition signa-
tures in October. 

If you have any questions 

about the above or the USS 
Joe Rosenthal Project, I am the 
contact person on the project 
and I can be reached at tom@ 
tomgraves.com. Your readers 
may also wish to sign the peti-
tion at www.USSJoe.org.

— Tom Graves, Chapter 
Historian, USMC Combat 

Correspondents Association

And furthermore ...
Editor:

I am the Secretary of the 
local Chapter of the U.S. Marine 
Corps Combat Correspondents 
Association. You were provided 
incorrect information regard-
ing our next meeting at Pasta 
Pelican (2455 Mariner Square 
Drive). The next meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, Dec. 
13, at noon. Anyone interested 
in our efforts to honor photog-
rapher Joe Rosenthal is invited.

— Gary Phipps
USMCCCA Secretary, Joe 

Rosenthal San Francisco Chapter
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