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Serving the Alameda 
community since 2004, 

Alameda Friendly Visitors 
provides a caring volunteer who 
brings needed conversation and 
on-going friendship to someone 

in their home or care facility 
once a week for 1-2 hours.

If you or someone you know 
could benefit from our services or 
if you’d like to volunteer for this 
life-enhancing and life-changing 

activity, please contact 
Carol Chamberlin, Director:

510-748-0342 
EMAIL:  friendlyvisitors@sbcglobal.net
WEBSITE:  alamedafriendlyvisitors.org

ALAMEDA FRIENDLY VISITORS 
WELCOMES YOU!

ALAMEDA FRIENDLY VISITORS IS A PROGRAM OF ALAMEDA MEALS ON WHEELS 
MADE POSSIBLE BY THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR ALAMEDA COMMUNITY.

This ad underwritten by The William G. Gilmore Foundation

RICKY and MARINA

ANNE and PEGGY

HOME  
SERVICES  
DIRECTORY

A WEEKLY FEATURE BRINGING YOU 
THE BEST HOME SERVICES  
THE ISLAND HAS TO OFFER

For information please call 
Cindy Pelletier at 263-1824  

or email: cpelletier@alamedasun.com

Professional Maintenance 
and Handyman Services

Harbor Bay Realty’s 
Maintenance Department 

can make life easier for you.

FREE Estimates
510.814.4833

Maintenance@HBRinfo.com
Lic#00343267

Randy’s Fence
&

Gate Repair

510-706-6189

I can save you money!

CALL NOW FOR YOUR 
FREE ESTIMATE!

Repair of the existing fence or 
gate is my specialty.

for

PAINTING
Don’t wait another year! Paint it now!  

Call Today!
510-522-5800

www.pk-construction.com

Since 1994                                                                         Lic# 688189

Winner of  the 2016 Tip-of-the-Hat Award from the  
Alameda Architectural Preservation Society.

Professional Maintenance 
and Handyman Services

Harbor Bay Realty’s 
Maintenance Department 

can make life easier for you.

FREE Estimates
510.814.4833

Maintenance@HBRinfo.com
Lic#00343267

510.523.1968
www.carrollconstructiononline.com

• GENERAL CONSTRUCTION
• FRAMING • ADDITIONS
• BASEMENT CONVERSIONS
• AND SO MUCH MORE!

CA LICENSE# 843229

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS/DRAINAGE
BRICK • CONCRETE • MASONRY

DROUGHT-TOLERANT LANDSCAPES
GARDEN LIGHTING • FENCING • SOD LAWNS

EROSION CONTROL
RETAINING WALLS: ROCK • STONE • WOOD • BLOCK

Oakland 
Landscaping
ESTABLISHED 1976

                 California
            Landscape
      Contractors
  Association

FREE ESTIMATES
CA LIC.#662406

Since 1976

(510) 325-5768
 5900 COLISEUM WAY l OAKLAND l CALIFORHNIA

Honest | Reliable | Trustworthy

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry, Gutter Cleaning, 
Drain Cleaning, Tankless Water Heaters,  

Garage Doors, Garage Organizing & More!
ASK ABOUT OUR SENIOR DISCOUNT!

(510) 230-6069
Licensed & Insured - Lic. #304447 CAL 0951 12/13

3215J Encinal Ave. • Alameda 
Phone: 263-1471 • Fax: 263-1473

www.alamedasun.com

Joe Manibusan
Alameda’s 
Fix-It Man

HOME REPAIRS

UP TO 50% OFF!
PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Honey Do Jobs! Big or Small!

Water heaters, plumbing, electrical,  
carpentry, gutter cleaning and repair,  

heater tune up and replacements and more!

UP TO 50% OFF 
GOING STANDAR D R ATES

SEASONAL SPECIAL
Painting INT/EXT

••• Best In Town! •••

Joe Manibusan
Alameda’s
Fix-It Man

Serving Alameda for 35 years!

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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Local Deaths

Obituary? Write ekos@alamedasun.com or visit www.alamedasun.com. 
Cost is $50 per 250 words and $15 per photo.

Like What You’re Reading?
Subscriptions to the Alameda Sun are available at 

just $16.50 per year for Alameda residents.
Out-of-town subscriptions cost $78.50 per year.

Clip the coupon below and mail it with a check and any 
special instructions to the address on the coupon.

Official Subscription Ticket – Clip & Send
Name:
Address:
Phone:

Alameda Sun * 3215 Encinal Ave. Ste. J * Alameda, CA 94501

Alameda Food Bank  
provides nutritious food to 
low-income Alamedans. To 
donate food or money or to 
receive services, call us at: 

523-5850
SINCE 1977
You can help!

visit www.alamedafoodbank.org

Born in Budapest, Hungary on 
Sept. 28, 1926, to the late Kalman 
and Paula (Belko) 
Bordo, Dave passed 
away at his home in 
Alameda on Oct. 9, 
2016, with his fam-
ily by his side. He 
was preceded in 
death by his wife, 
Klara Bordeaux 
(Csorgei), in 2014. 
Dave and Klara 
moved to Alameda 
in 1973.

Dave is survived by his 
three children, Elizabeth Leslie 
(Bordeaux) of Irvine, Calif., Suzy 
Bordeaux-Johlfs of Napa and 

Peter Bordeaux of Roseville, Calif.; 
and five grandchildren, Brandon 

Bordeaux, Danielle 
Bordeaux, Britney 
Johlfs, Dawn Leslie 
and Shannon Leslie. 
He will be greatly 
missed by his family 
and friends.  

Dave worked 
both domestically 
and internationally 
in the oil refining 
industry. He enjoyed 

gardening, tennis, soccer, cycling, 
painting and world history.     

Greer Family Mortuary and 
Cremation Services

greermortuary.com   865-3755

Attila Dave Bordeaux
Sept. 28, 1926 – Oct. 9, 2016

Resident of Alameda

Bradford Samuel Oszust
June 6, 1959 – Sept. 25, 2016

Resident of Alameda

Clarence ‘Ray’ Johnston
Oct. 11, 1931 – Oct. 10, 2016

Resident of Alameda

Born in Sacramento to Janice 
and Edward Oszust, Bradford, the 
first of three sons, lost his battle 
with cancer on Sept. 25, 2016, at 
the age of 57. 

Brad was raised 
in South Lake 
Tahoe and then 
moved to Alameda 
in 1992 where he 
later joined the 
Carpenters Union 
until his early retire-
ment in August 2015 
due to the terminal 
cancer diagno-
sis. He had been a carpenter for 
more than 40 years. He enjoyed 
bike riding, snow skiing, camping, 
gold panning, being outdoors and 
spending time with good friends 
and family. 

He is survived by his moth-
er, Janice Oszust of Sacramento; 

brother, Christopher Oszust 
of South Lake Tahoe; pater-
nal aunt Rita and uncle Chuck 
Horn of Carson City, Nev.; uncle, 

Raymond Swarner 
of Sacramento 
and girlfriend 
of many years, 
Benita Longoria 
of Alameda. He 
was preceded in 
death by brother, 
Gregory Oszust of 
Sacramento and 
father, Edward 
Oszust of South 

Lake Tahoe. 
His kind and loving heart will 

be missed by all knew him. Per 
Bradford’s request, services will 
be private. 

Greer Family Mortuary and 
Cremation Services

greermortuary.com   865-3755

Melania R. Westoby passed 
away in her home in Alameda on 
Oct. 5, 2016. She was the beloved 
wife of the late 
Thomas Westoby; 
loving mother of 
Kathleen Westoby-
Berengue and 
Melanie A. Westoby 
and grandmother of 
Jared P. and Ryan 
P. Montgomery, 
Nicholas A. Penalver 
and Angeline M. 
and Koalaukani A. 
Berengue.  

Melania worked as a teach-
er’s aide for the Alameda Unified 
School District for 25 years. She 
was a native of the Philippines and 

moved to Oakland when she was 30 
years old.

A mass of Christian burial was 
held Tuesday, Oct. 
18, at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in 
Vacaville. Interment 
followed at the 
Sacramento Valley 
National Cemetery 
in Dixon, Calif. 

For further 
information, call 
Harry W. Greer, 
funeral director 

(FDR-745) or visit www.alameda 
funeral.org.

Alameda Funeral & Cremation 
Services 1415 Oak St.  

alamedafuneral.org  522-6020

Melania R. Westoby
Dec. 31, 1928 – Oct. 5, 2016

Resident of Alameda

After a courageous fight, 
Clarence “Ray” Johnston safely 
slid into home plate on Oct. 10, 
2016, surrounded 
by his loving family.

He is survived by 
his daughter Cindi 
Putman, grandson 
Josh Di Fabio and 
Josh’s wife Crystal. 
He is also survived 
by his older brother 
Jimmy Johnston of 
Arkansas.

He was preceded 
in death by his wife 
of 41 years Barbara.

Ray was a hard 
worker and lived 
simply. He loved 
his family fiercely, 
especially Josh and 
Crystal on whom he 
thought hung the 
moon. He loved hav-
ing them in his life. 

As a younger man he played 
second base in the minor leagues. 
In more recent years he kept 

active by walking his beloved 
dog Jake, playing golf, bocce and 
pool.

Join family and 
friends for services 
at Alameda Funeral 
& Cremation 
Services, 1415 Oak 
St., Alameda.

Viewing and shar-
ing starts at 9:30 a.m. 
tomorrow, Friday, 
Oct. 21, followed by a 
service at 11:30 a.m. 
Deacon David Young, 
officiating. Burial 
immediately fol-
lowing at Mountain 
View Cemetery in 
Oakland. All are wel-
come to attend. 

For further infor-
mation, call Harry W. 
Greer, funeral direc-
tor (FDR-745) or 

visit www.alamedafuneral.org.
Alameda Funeral & Cremation 

Services 1415 Oak St.  
alamedafuneral.org  522-6020

Laurel Yeates
I’ve never had any musical 

training; no third-grade flute les-
sons, no voice lessons, no teen-
age angst expressed through 
strumming on a starter guitar. For 
most of my life, I’ve been mostly 
overly self-conscious about my 
alto delivery in a sea of soprano 
renditions of “Happy Birthday” or 
common Christmas carols.

But I’m not shy about singing 
along with the radio in the car, 
singing in the shower or playfully 
serenading my mostly bemused 
husband. It’s good to have an 
appreciative audience. I also 
claim to have been an unabashed, 
tireless performer for the hun-
dreds of babies that have blessed 
my life in nanny jobs. Once, I 
tried to inventory my own “baby 
songbook,” all of the songs I have 
at the ready to soothe or amuse 
a happy, sad or wiggly baby or 
toddler. I was way past 200 when 
I stopped counting.

Music, it seems — be it formal 
or informal and across a vast pan-
oply of styles and delivery — adds 
something to all lives in some 
way: rousing, reminding, inspiring 
and enlivening. In fairness, I guess 
I’m obligated to acknowledge ear 
worms, those crazy tunes or dit-
ties that hang around in your head 
for no known reason, generally 
causing annoyance.

In end-of-life discussions, 
there is a significant place for the 
inclusion of music. I was remind-
ed of this when, a few weeks 
ago in Alvin, Tex., a group of 
high-school-aged singers lined up 
on the front lawn of their music 

Music to Accompany End of Life
teacher’s home and serenaded 
her. Their teacher was in hospice 
care, dying from cancer. As they 
sang to her, the woman’s family 
opened the doors so their loved 
one could hear the young voices. 
When the serenade was over, the 
teacher died.

This is not commentary on the 
timing of the performance, but 
rather that it happened at all. For 
those who believe in “the angels,” 
the obvious contemplations can 
be made about the melodious 
transition from here to “there.” 
But this isn’t even about that.

Since taking an interest in end-
of-life concerns, and as I actively 
plan for my own final days, I have 
often thought about how lovely 
it would be to hear the strains 
of familiar and beloved songs at 
the end of my life. Not sure I want 
anyone reading to me. That might 
require too much mental partici-
pation. But a little of The Beatles 
singing, “The Long and Winding 
Road,” Joan Baez’s version of 
“Just a Closer Walk with Thee,” 
“The Sounds of Silence” by Simon 
and Garfunkel or (just to shake it 
up for my family) “Paint It Black” 
by the Rolling Stones. Taking my 
humor to the grave.

But there is an even more beau-
tiful alternative, one that makes 
me want to make my participation 
in music just a little more formal. 
We, in the East Bay, are fortunate 
to be among the more than 150 
locations around the world that 
benefit from the services of The 
Threshold Choir. It was the brain 
child of a woman named Kate 
Munger, who brought together 14 
other women in March 2000 at a 
meeting in El Cerrito. 

This group of volunteer sing-
ers, and the groups of volunteers 
who are springing up around the 
world, will sing at the bedside of 
anyone who is on the threshold 
between living and dying. In a 
typical visit, two or three singers 
perform music that is soothing 
and comforting, spiritual though 
not specifically religious, for 
approximately 20 minutes. There 
is no charge.

Arranging a visit can be done 
through a local chapter, with that 
contact information available on 
the website at www.thresholdchoir.
org. The site includes much more 
about the Threshold Choir’s ser-
vices, information about becoming 
a singing member (no auditions; 
just the ability to carry a tune and 
a willingness to practice with oth-
ers), more about the original music 
and ways to donate. Choirs will 
make visits to hospitals, hospices 
or private homes.

Personally, I’ve gone so far as 
to start an end-of-life playlist for 
my iPod, in the same way that we 
had a playlist for our daughter’s 
wedding reception or as someone 

might do for a special anniver-
sary or graduation party. But, in 
the meantime, I’m really thinking 
about joining a choir.

Laurel Yeates is a daughter, 
wife, mother, grandmother, doula, 
nanny, Alameda Sun calendar edi-
tor and a nascent thanatologist.

End of Life Matters As I actively plan for my own final 
days, I have often thought about how 
lovely it would be to hear the strains 
of familiar and beloved songs at the 
end of my life.


