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Marjorie Liebhart, 97, passed 
on Aug. 12, 2017, in Woodland Hills, 
Calif., with family at 
her side. She was 
preceded in death by 
her beloved husband, 
former Alameda 
firefighter Jack H. 
Liebhart (1986); and 
loving son, Steven 
Liebhart (1993). 
She is survived by 
her daughter Janis 
Liebhart and son-in-law Scott 
Monahan, along with many nieces 
and nephews.

Everyone knew her as “Marti” 
for the 57 years she resided in 
Alameda. Marti and Jack moved 
to Alameda in 1948 when Jack 
proudly joined the Alameda Fire 
Department. A homemaker; she 
was lovingly considered a “second 
mom” to all the neighborhood kids 
for years. She was active in PTA, 
Scouts, bowled for the local league, 
was a fabulous cook, a great neigh-
bor and loved by all who knew her.

In 2005, Marti moved down to 
Southern California to be with Janis 
and Scott, where she resided until 
her passing. 

The family requests remem-
brances be directed to the 501 
(c)(3) nonprofit “Alameda Fallen 
Firefighter Memorial” c/o Alameda 
Fire Department, 1300 Park St. 
Alameda, CA 94501. 

A celebration of life is being 
planned for November. For informa-
tion, email jliebhart@me.com.

Editor’s note: The con-
cept behind the Alameda Fallen 
Firefighters Memorial is to honor fire-
fighters who gave their life in the line 
of duty serving Alameda. According 
to the City of Alameda’s website, 

visitors to the memorial will be wel-
comed to the site with an entrance 

grate that symbolizes 
the bridges so criti-
cal to Island lifestyle. 
Benches will provide 
a quiet place for 
reflection, a bronze 
sculpture at the cen-
ter will illustrate the 
dedication and sacri-
fice of firefighters who 
have served the city 

for more than 140 years. A memorial 
wall will honor the fallen by bearing 
their names for eternity. 

In order to bring this concept to 
life, the Alameda Fire Department 
is seeking financial donors to assist 
in reaching the project goal of 
$200,000. While any contribution 
will help, there are several options 
that will allow donors to create 
a permanent part of the memo-
rial with granite pavers, memorial 
benches or plaques.

Find out more online at https://
alamedaca.gov/fire/alameda-fallen-
firefighters-memorial.
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Marti Liebhart and her 
husband, former Alameda 
firefighter, Jack Liebhart

Born in Wildwood, Minn., on 
April 4, 1927, to the late Walter 
and Angella Sorquist, Dolores Marie 
Reitmeier, 90, passed away peace-
fully in Alameda on Sept. 27, 2017.

Dolores is preceded in death by 
her husband, Bernard Reitmeier in 
1990. She was the loving mother of 
Linda Dollison of Penngrove, Calif., 
and Bruce Reitmeier of Anchorage, 
AK; mother-in-law of Steve Dollison 

of Penngrove; grandmother of 
Cameron Reitmeier and his wife 
Kim Reitmeier of Anchorage, and 
Steven Reitmeier of Smithburg, 
Md.; and great-grandmother of 
Corbin and Nathan Reitmeier, both 
of Anchorage. Dolores has one sur-
viving brother, Terry Sorquist of 
Bemidji, Minn., and his wife Enaloy 
Sorquist.

Born and raised in Minnesota, 

Local Deaths

Dolores Marie Reitmeier
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Resident of Alameda

she attended high school in 
Northome, Minn., and married 
Bernard in 1947. During her hus-
band’s 32-year naval career, both 
traveled and moved many times 
throughout the world before set-
tling down for retirement in 1975 in 
their beloved Alameda. 

Dolores was very involved in 
volunteering with many organi-
zations, such as the Red Cross, 
Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts and Navy 
wives organizations throughout 
the years. She volunteered over 

35 years with the Trinity Seniors 
of Alameda.

Funeral services for Dolores 
were held yesterday, Oct. 4, at Greer 
Family Mortuary and Cremation 
Services. She was laid to rest at 
Mountain View Cemetery.

Donations in Dolores’ memo-
ry may be made to the Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Alameda, 
where she was a long time member.

Greer Family Mortuary & 
Cremation Services  FD-104

greermortuary.com  865-3755 

Edward Joseph Murphy, Jr., 
84, a resident of Alameda, was 
released from the prison known as 
Alzheimer’s disease 
on Sept. 22, 2017. 
During his internment, 
Ed’s family became 
informed advocates 
of Alzheimer’s disease 
and subsequently 
donated his brain to 
research.

“If a man does not 
keep pace with his 
companions, perhaps it is because 
he hears the beat of a different 
drummer,” wrote Henry David 
Thoreau. That different beat was 
the essence of Ed’s life. 

Ed (aka Ted) was born in Port 
Jefferson, N.Y., to Edward Joseph 
and Clarissa Kern Murphy. A 
1951 graduate from Port 
Jefferson High School, 
he won the Stanislaw 
Murphy (no rela-
tion) scholarship to 
Harvard College. He 
worked many jobs, 
including a stint as 
Marilyn Monroe’s 
milkman, for the 
next three years. He 
graduated with Honors in 
Government in 1955 and received 
his Masters of Teaching in 1956. 

After graduation, Edward went 
into the Navy and qualified for jet 
training after ranking No. 1 in flight 
school. His first duty station was 
Fighter Squadron 92 at Alameda 
Naval Air Station (NAS) as a night 
fighter pilot. It was there that Ed 
began his life-long love of tennis, 
learning in a park from local tennis 
enthusiast Patrick Hogan. In short 
order, he was the top choice to be 
the doubles partner of the captain 
of the USS Ranger.  

Ed met Lt. Madlyn Romani of 

Westfield, Mass., a security officer 
at the NRDL in San Francisco, at the 
NAS Officer’s Club and they mar-

ried three months 
after meeting. Son 
Matthew Peter was 
born in 1960 while Ed 
was at sea and daugh-
ter Charlene Anne 
arrived in 1961 when 
he was attached to 
the National Reserve 
Officers Training 
Corps at UC Berkeley 

as Professor of Naval Science.  
After resigning his commission 

in 1967, Ed returned to UC Berkeley 
under the GI bill to pursue his 
Doctorate in Education. On the day 
of his final exam of the two-year pro-
gram, UC Berkeley canceled most 

activities, due to campus riots.  
Most annoyed, Ed left the 

program and never 
chose to receive his 

Doctorate.  
Ed maintained 

his passion for 
teaching and his 
involvement in 

youth programs. 
He taught math and 

English at Pinole Junior 
High School. He opened 

an after-school program on his 
property that featured tennis, 
along with math and music lessons. 
Inspired by Thoreau’s understand-
ing of the unique drummer in all of 
us, Ed named his school Drumlin.

Drumlin quickly evolved into a 
United States Tennis Association-
sanctioned tennis club for Junior 
members only. Within two  years 
his students were winning at 
the Northern California Tennis 
Association level. Over the years he 
produced many top players at the 
collegiate and professional level.  

Ed also had a passion for poli-

tics. For more than a decade, he 
pursued a controversial Alameda 
city charter amendment, which 
was amicably settled in his favor 
and resulted in precedent-setting 
legislation.  

In 1986, after purchasing a house 
in Val di Sogno on Lake Garda, Italy, 
close to Madlyn’s Italian relatives, 
Ed promptly taught himself Italian, 
played tennis with the locals and 
swam in the magnificent lake. In the 
U.S., he played the USTA senior cir-
cuit and was highly ranked. Social 
gatherings in all of these places 
were always enjoyed, especially 
song and dance. The Murphys were 
well known for their dancing to the 
music of the 1950s.

While his mind was clear, he 
began researching the topic of 
Veritas and the exploration of 
truth, stopping when his cognitive 
skills were deteriorating. However, 
he could still enjoy the company 
of his grandchildren teaching them 
reading and math, playing tennis 
and basketball and riding them 
around on his customized bicycle. 

Ed leaves his wife of 58 years, 
Madlyn, his son, Matthew (Elaine), 
daughter Charlene Lehnhoff, and 
grandchildren M. Peter Jr., Lauren, 
Ava, and Nathan Edward Murphy.  
Also survived by brother Peter 
(Virginia), sister Eileen, and sis-
ter-in-law Cynthia Murphy. He was 
predeceased by older sister Ann 
Murphy Iberger and older brother 
Charles P. Murphy, both of whom 
succumbed to Alzheimer’s. 

We send our sincerest apprecia-
tion to The Creeks Alzheimer’s and 
Dementia Care in Castro Valley and 
VITAS Hospice care.

In lieu of flowers, the extended 
family requests donations go to the 
American Alzheimer’s Association 
at The Murphy Family website: 
http://bit.ly/2gL3isQ

There will be an Irish wake at 
the Elks Lodge, 2255 Santa Clara 
Ave., Thursday, Oct. 5, starting at 
5:30 p.m. For friends and former 
members of Drumlin, there will be 
a formal gathering in San Francisco.  

Contact Holy Angels Sorenson 
Chapel at 581-1234 for details.

Edward Joseph Murphy, Jr.

Building 5 to the Seaplane Lagoon. 
Seven years ago the Navy 

removed and replaced more than 
a mile of radium-contaminated 
storm drains from Building 5 to the 
Seaplane Lagoon. Five years ago 
the Navy completed the dredging of 
the Seaplane Lagoon near the areas 
where two storm drains discharged 
water contaminated with a host of 
toxic chemicals, among those being 
Radium-226.

The ramifications from the paint 
use doesn’t stop in the hangar area. 
In 2018 the Navy will begin remedia-
tion at Site 32, the last cleanup site 
where Radium-226 is a concern. Site 
32 is located on the airfield west of 
where the Antiques Faire is held. 
The area is next to the location of 
the old underground dump, known 
as Site 1, where the Navy disposed 
of radium paint waste materials. 
Radium waste is believed to have 
entered the Site 32 area when the 
runway was extended over the old 
dump in the mid-1950s. Bulldozing 
and grading of the land spread 
some of the material around. Site 
32, like Site 1, will be covered with 
three feet of clean soil.

The dire health effects of work-
ers ingesting Radium-226 were well-
established in the early 20th cen-

tury. Between 1917 and 1926, three 
American watch factories hired 
women to paint watch dials with 
radium paint. 

The women, later known as 
“Radium Girls,” would lick the 
paint brush tips containing the 
radium to produce a fine point. 
This made them extremely ill. 
They sued the watch companies 
and won. Their story led to the 
first occupational health laws. 
Thanks to the “Radium Girls,” the 
workers at Building 5 had to fol-
low safety procedures to prevent 
ingestion of radium. 

Little did the Building 5 radium 
paint workers know the environ-
mental cleanup legacy of their 
work that was to come. It wasn’t 
until a half-century later that sci-
entific consensus established the 
health effects of chemical waste 
that was spewed into the environ-
ment. Based on the small overall 
volume of radium paint in com-
parison to the contamination 
caused by solvents and petroleum 
products at the Naval Air Station, 
radium cleanup has been by far 
the costliest on a per-pound basis. 

Richard Bangert posts stories and 
photos about Alameda Point on his 
blog at https://alamedapointenviro.
com.
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