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Serving the Alameda 
community since 2004, 

Alameda Friendly Visitors 
provides a caring volunteer who 
brings needed conversation and 
on-going friendship to someone 

in their home or care facility 
once a week for 1-2 hours.

If you or someone you know 
could benefit from our services or 
if you’d like to volunteer for this 
life-enhancing and life-changing 

activity, please contact 
Carol Chamberlin, Director:

510-748-0342 
EMAIL:  friendlyvisitors@sbcglobal.net
WEBSITE:  alamedafriendlyvisitors.org

ALAMEDA FRIENDLY VISITORS 
WELCOMES YOU!

ALAMEDA FRIENDLY VISITORS IS A PROGRAM OF ALAMEDA MEALS ON WHEELS 
MADE POSSIBLE BY THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR ALAMEDA COMMUNITY.

This ad underwritten by The William G. Gilmore Foundation

RICKY and MARINA

ANNE and PEGGY

for

PAINTING
It’s Time to Paint - Interior/Exterior  

Call Today!
510-522-5800

www.pk-construction.com

Since 1994                                                                         Lic# 688189

Winner of  the 2016 Tip-of-the-Hat Award from the  
Alameda Architectural Preservation Society.

HOME  
SERVICES  
DIRECTORY

Professional Maintenance 
and Handyman Services

Harbor Bay Realty’s 
Maintenance Department 

can make life easier for you.

FREE Estimates
510.814.4833

Maintenance@HBRinfo.com
Lic#00343267

510.523.1968
www.carrollconstructiononline.com

• GENERAL CONSTRUCTION
• FRAMING • ADDITIONS
• BASEMENT CONVERSIONS
• AND SO MUCH MORE!

CA LICENSE# 843229

A WEEKLY FEATURE BRINGING YOU 
THE BEST HOME SERVICES  
THE ISLAND HAS TO OFFER

For information please call 
Cindy Pelletier at 263-1824  

or email: cpelletier@alamedasun.com

• Floors
• Tile and Grout
• Any Type of Stone Surfaces
• Wood Floors

• Carpet and Upholstery 
• Ceiling and Wall
• Construction Clean-Up
• Janitorial Service

janitor601@gmail.com 
www.smjanitorialservices.com

Service Master Janitorial Services
License #8687

• Commercial Cleaning • 
Fully licensed, bonded and insured

• • •  Call or e-mail today for a FREE quote!  • • •

510•521•2717

Honest | Reliable | Trustworthy

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry, Gutter Cleaning, 
Drain Cleaning, Tankless Water Heaters,  

Garage Doors, Garage Organizing & More!
ASK ABOUT OUR SENIOR DISCOUNT!

(510) 230-6069
Licensed & Insured - Lic. #304447 CAL 0951 12/13

3215J Encinal Ave. • Alameda 
Phone: 263-1471 • Fax: 263-1473

www.alamedasun.com

Joe Manibusan
Alameda’s 
Fix-It Man

HOME REPAIRS

UP TO 50% OFF!
PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Honey Do Jobs! Big or Small!

Water heaters, plumbing, electrical,  
carpentry, gutter cleaning and repair,  

heater tune up and replacements and more!

UP TO 50% OFF 
GOING STANDAR D R ATES

SEASONAL SPECIAL
Painting INT/EXT

••• Best In Town! •••

Joe Manibusan
Alameda’s
Fix-It Man

Serving Alameda for 35 years!

Randy’s Fence
&

Gate Repair

510-706-6189

I can save you money!

CALL NOW FOR YOUR 
FREE ESTIMATE!

Repair of the existing fence or 
gate is my specialty.

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS/DRAINAGE
BRICK • CONCRETE • MASONRY

DROUGHT-TOLERANT LANDSCAPES
GARDEN LIGHTING • FENCING • SOD LAWNS

EROSION CONTROL
RETAINING WALLS: ROCK • STONE • WOOD • BLOCK

Oakland 
Landscaping
ESTABLISHED 1976

                 California
            Landscape
      Contractors
  Association

FREE ESTIMATES
CA LIC.#662406

Since 1976

(510) 325-5768
 5900 COLISEUM WAY l OAKLAND l CALIFORHNIA

Appear here for as little as  
$22 per week  

(with 52-week contract)

ADVERTISING 
YEAR-ROUND CAN 
BE AFFORDABLE!

Home Service Directory Ads
Call Cindy @ 263-1824

Alameda Sun

Paver Patios  
& Driveways 

Outdoor Lighting
Pergolas
Call Don @  

510-695-5264

System pavers 24 years 
Lic # 661575

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS Local Deaths

Like What You’re Reading?
Subscriptions to the Alameda Sun are available at 

just $16.50 per year for Alameda residents.
Out-of-town subscriptions cost $78.50 per year.

Clip the coupon below and mail it with a check and any 
special instructions to the address on the coupon.

Official Subscription Ticket – Clip & Send
Name:
Address:
Phone:

Alameda Sun * 3215 Encinal Ave. Ste. J * Alameda, CA 94501

Yoshiko Kato Kishi Niec passed 
away peacefully on Aug. 13, 2016, at 
her Elders Inn, Alameda, residence, 
with family at her side. She was a 
happy person with a playful spirit, 
always gracious, and appreciative 
of the kindnesses 
she received.

Born March 21, 
1928, in Yokohama, 
Japan, Yoshi was a 
tomboy and some-
times ended up in 
trouble, although 
she maintained a 
near perfect atten-
dance record at 
school and was a 
good student. She and her hus-
band, Joseph Niec, met and mar-
ried while in Japan. 

While Joe served in the Navy, 
Yoshiko came to the United States 
to stay with her new family in 
Massachusetts. Her mother-in-law 
taught her how to prepare a few 
Polish dishes. Her Galumpkis with 
Soy Sauce was a family favorite. 

Once Joe’s military service 
ended, the couple settled in the 
Alameda home where they raised 
their family. Yoshi loved Alameda 
and wanted to spend the rest of 
her life here.

Yoshi was a devoted wife and 
mother. She continued her educa-

tion, attaining a high school diplo-
ma in the English language. 

Fishing and long walks were 
her joys. She was a skilled cook, 
camper, seamstress, gardener and 
Japanese Hanafuda card player. 

Yoshi had wonder-
ful friends and a 
big heart; she was 
loved by many. She 
doted on her grand-
children.

Yoshiko is sur-
vived by her sib-
lings Fujiko Ohashi 
and Saburo Kato, 
nieces and neph-
ews; her children, 

Joseph S. Niec, Sandra Niec, and 
Martha Romaneck; grandchil-
dren, Jason Swaffer, Rachel Niec, 
and Julia Thomas-Niec; and great-
granddaughters, Emma and Klara . 
She will be dearly missed.

Our family wishes to thank the 
wonderful staff and residents at 
Elders Inn and The Lodge At Waters 
Edge for the years of love and care 
they shared so generously.

There are no services planned 
at this time; Yoshi’s ashes were 
scattered at sea so she could be 
with her husband Joe. If you wish 
to “remember” Yoshi, please make 
a donation in her honor to your 
favorite charity.

Yoshiko Niec

Juanita ‘Nita’ Zenos
Oct. 6, 1921 – July 20, 2016

Nita was a longtime resident of 
Alameda and is survived by her 
four children, eight grandchildren, 
nine great-grandchildren and one 
great-great-grandchild. She retired 
as a secretary from the Alameda 
Unified School District after 18 
years of service.

Nita loved singing with her 
beloved Women of Note friends and 
was a member of Sweet Adelines 
for many years. She also loved sing-

ing, dancing, playing her piano and 
ukulele and, most of all, entertain-
ing family and friends.

As of yet, no memorial service is 
planned, but the family hopes to do 
something very soon.

We all will miss our wonderful 
mom and friend. Nita will surely live 
on in the hearts of all who knew her.

Greer Family Mortuary & 
Cremation Services

greermortuary.com 865-3755

Remembering Barbara Herbert

Barbara Kutz Herbert, 
born Sept. 14, 1935,  
died March 7, 2016. 
Happy 81st birthday! 

Your spirit still  
lives in my heart,

Your loving husband 
George

RIP

In Memorium

childhood in and out of hospitals, 
before losing the fight; in the story 
of 38-year-old marathoner lost to 

cancer after living life the healthy, 
seemingly “right” way; and in the 
story of the 80-something who 
escaped poverty and hardship by 
immigrating to this country, then 
lived to fight in two wars, buried 
three children before adulthood 
and outlived three wives. Yes, there 
is a general age group more likely 
to show up in the obits, but there 
is no dearth of those who presence 
would surprise you.

A pair of compelling obituaries 
in my file made me think of my own 
future epitaph. The first obituary 
was for a family man, adored by his 
children and wife of 45 years; the 
second, completely separate one, 
was written by his “girlfriend of 
more than two decades.” Yikes! The 
perspectives were somewhat over-
lapping but there was a little zip 
in that one written by his “friend.” 
Yes, we all see things just a little 
differently.

I don’t expect that my death will 
present any significant surprises, but 
I used to wonder if my loved ones 
would include things in my obit that 
have been important to me. Or would 
they think up things about me that I 
wouldn’t even really recognize about 
myself — the way others viewed me, 
what personality characteristics they 
admired, which of my accomplish-
ments they saw as most noteworthy? 
I used to wonder, but then, I wrote 
my own. Of course, it’s a work in 
progress. My family has been given 
permission to add their two cents 
when the time comes.

In the end, I suppose the obitu-
ary is just an opinion, a brief over-
view about a life in which one has 
done the best he or she can to get 
by each day. Some are just a little 
more creative in the way they do it 
than others. 

As a now seasoned obituary 
reader, my advice is to live as if we 
have some control over things, but 
expect surprises. As the Roman poet 
Horace said nearly a millennium ago, 
“Drop the question what tomorrow 
may bring, and count as profit every 
day that fate allows you.”

Laurel Yeates is a daughter, wife, 
mother, grandmother, doula, nanny, 
Alameda Sun calendar editor and a 
nascent thanatologist.

Inches: Tell your story
Continued from page 6

“ribbon-cutting” ceremony to an-
nounce #LoveOurIsland.

This new initiative aims to rec-
ognize the exciting, positive and 
inspiring things that are happening 
here in Alameda. Throughout this 
campaign the city will share stories 
from the public on the topic “What 
do you love about Alameda?” on 
social media and live at community 
events.

Tucker’s Ice Cream has intro-
duced a new #loveourisland flavor: 
vanilla ice cream with blueberries, 
cherries and chocolate chunks to 
help kick off the campaign. They 
will be at City Hall with samples this 
Thursday, so don’t miss out! 

This event is free and open to 
the public. For more information, 
call Sarah Henry at 747-4714 or 
email shenry@alamedaca.gov.

fit into a widespread pattern of res-
taurants taking advantage of work-
ers with limited English skills who 
are unaware of their rights.

Additionally, plaintiffs said the 
Burma Superstar employees in-
volved are immigrants afraid to 
speak up about unfair treatment, 
as they feared retaliation. Back-of-

house workers like the dishwash-
ers and cooks, are “too often un-
seen and forgotten.” Carole Vigne 
attorney and director at LAS-ELC 
stated in the press release. 

Burma Superstar did not return 
the Alameda Sun’s phone call or re-
ply to its email requesting comment. 

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

City: Kicks 
off social 
media effort

Lawsuit: Served to Park 
Street restaurant’s owner

Travel 
‘Round the 
World in 
Alameda

Sun Staff Reports
A free event titled ‘Round the 

World, a celebration of world 
music, dance and art for the whole 
family, will take place Sunday, Oct. 
2, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rhythmix 
Cultural Works, 2513 Blanding Ave. 
The event is free or by donation.

The ensemble perfor-
mance will feature Chinyakare 
Ensemble, Gamelan Sekar Jaya, 
and Tezkatlipoka Aztec Drum and 
Dance. Capoeira demonstrations by 
Sumido of Capoeira Mandinga will 
also be available. 

Alameda Education Foundation 
artists Pam Chang and Jenna Freck 
will offer hands on mask-making 
workshops and a travel photogra-
phy exhibit will be on view in the K 
Gallery. Peruvian food will also be 
available for purchase from Manos 
Morenas. This is an unprecedented 
opportunity to celebrate world cul-
tures in Alameda. 

Round the World Schedule
n 11 a.m. Capoeira Workshop & 

Demonstration
n 12 p.m. Tezkatlipoka 

Performance
n 12 to 2 p.m. Drop in mask-

making 
n 1 p.m. Gamelan Sekar Jaya 

Performance
n 2 p.m. Chinyakare Ensemble 

Performance

Find out more about the upcom-
ing events at Rhythmix Cultural 
Works at www.rhythmix.org.

File photo

Enjoy music and dance 
from the Aztec empire to 
the islands of Indonesia at 
Rhythmix Cultural Works.

Alameda Food Bank  
provides nutritious food to 
low-income Alamedans. To 
donate food or money or to 
receive services, call us at: 

523-5850
SINCE 1977
You can help!

visit www.alamedafoodbank.org


