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40% off
plants

pottery
Soil

Sept 9th
12-5pm

* visit the petting zoo *
(25 animals!)

* visit the Palomacy Aviary *
* learn about bees *

Queen Zee has chosen to honor 
her volunteer service record 
with a new recipe, “Zee’s Special 
Cole Slaw” a delicious rendition 
of Malfouf salad, a middle-eastern 
delicacy.

Zee’s Special Cole Slaw 
(Saletet Malfouf)

1 small head cabbage
Juice of 2 lemons
3 tablespoons olive oil
2 cloves of garlic, minced
½ teaspoon salt
¾ cup chopped parsley
1 medium onion, chopped fine
2 tablespoons fresh mint, 

chopped
¾ cup walnuts, chopped
¾ cup pomegranate, or dried 

cherries or cranberries
3-4 chopped ripe tomatoes
Cut the cabbage in half. Cut 

away the hard core and slice the 
cabbage crosswise into 1/2-inch 
strips, then crosswise into 3/4-inch 
pieces.

In a small bowl, mix lemon juice, 
olive oil, garlic and salt. 

In a large bowl, mix cabbage, 
parsley, onion, mint, walnuts, pome-
granate and tomatoes.

Add lemon juice mixture.
Toss well, let sit for five minutes 

and serve.
Serves four.

Honoring the Queen at  
satsfats510@mailstation.com.
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Icon: Sends 
in recipe

Letter: To 
the editor

n Our Temple Israel team who 
helped with logistics and all who 
pitched in to help for our Oneg.

n Everyone from our greater 
Alameda community who brought 
food for our Oneg and made con-
tributions to help us repair the 
damage.

n To all the organizations and 
faith-based leaders who helped 
by informing their constituents to 
attend the vigil.

n To our Alameda elected offi-
cials, Alameda Police Department, 
Assemblyman Rob Bonta, and an 
estimated 300 Alamedans. 

n The East Bay synagogues 
(Temple Sinai, Temple Beth 
Abraham, Kehilla, Congregation 
Beth Emek and more) coming from  
as far as Grass Valley who attended.

n To the Union of Reform 
Judaism, Anti-Defamation League, 
JCC East Bay, City of Oakland 
Councilmember Dan Kalb, Jewish 
Community Relations Council and 
many faith-based organizations 
who came out to stand in solidar-
ity. We must teach all our children 
to embrace diversity, inclusion and 
respect for people from all walks 
of life.

Temple Israel will be hosting an 
open house to thank our commu-
nity and to learn more about who 
we are on Sunday, Sept. 17, from 2 
to 4 p.m. All are welcome to attend.

— Genevieve Pastor-Cohen
President, Temple Israel

two, large, flat-screen TVs were eas-
ily accessible.

On Friday, Aug. 18, members and 
clergy from several local congrega-
tions, both Jewish and Christian, ar-
rived in the evening to show their 
support for Temple Israel of Alam-
eda. Some 400 people stood out-of-
doors while another 250 squeezed 
indoors to express solidarity with 
the temple congregants. 

Among those attending was Sam 
Schuchat, President of Temple Si-
nai’s board; observing the damage 
he reflected, “It could have been 
us. Probably next time, it will be.” 
Schuchat seemingly acknowledged 
that it was not a question of “if” 
but a question of “when.” He was 
resigned to similar assaults being 
made on Temple Sinai of Oakland 
and other identifiably Jewish build-
ings in the Bay Area.

The congregation cheered when 
Capt. Lance Leibnitz, representing 
Chief Paul Rolleri announced, based 
on video evidence, that the incident 
would be investigated as a hate 
crime.

Earlier that day, State Assem-
blymembers Rob Bonta and Marc 
Levine issued a joint statement: 
“We were deeply troubled to learn 
Temple Israel in Alameda was the 
target of vandalism … This is even 
more alarming with the recent rise 
of anti-Semitic attacks throughout 
our country …”

Mel Waldorf, whose daughter at-
tends a local high school, reported 
that anti-Semitic slurs and threats 
had been directed towards his 
daughter. 

He wonders, “How is my daugh-
ter supposed to feel safe, with 
school starting Monday? How can 
the school district say it’s protect-
ing a student when the kids who did 
this don’t have to apologize and are 
sitting in her class for the rest of the 
year? It’s egregious.”

Swastikas have been scrawled 
on the sidewalk near Edison School.

It is hard to envision any other 
situation or act of thuggery wherein 
even a smidgeon of leniency would 
be extended or wherein any de-
gree of complacency would be evi-
denced. Iconic images of child abuse 
are often those of broken toys, par-
ticularly dismembered dolls or torn 
teddy bears. In this case the iconic 
image is a window whereon children 
had proudly displayed their novice 
art and a hole is carved by a hateful 
rock determined to shatter the cre-
ative expressions of small children.

Really, is this Alameda? I would 
challenge someone to differentiate 
between the mass psychology of 
Kristallnacht, November 1938 and 
the psychology of the vandalism 
conducted at Temple Israel of Alam-
eda in August 2017. 

Surveying the scene, Eric Strim-
ling, past president of the Temple, 
speculated that the dam of political 
correctness has broken and tor-
rents of pent-up unexamined self-ex-
pression are dangerously manifest-
ing themselves. The fringe suddenly 
and mistakenly senses it has a green 
light for unleashing dark extremism.

As George Santayana predict-
ed, “Those who do not know his-
tory’s mistakes are doomed to re-
peat them.”

On Saturday, Aug. 19, Temple 
Israel conducted Torah classes as 
usual, as we opened our books, 
winking up from the carpet were 
maverick shards of glass missed by 
the clean-up crew.

Jeffrey Smith teaches at Encinal 
High School. He can be reached at 
jeffreyrsmith@aol.com.
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Vigil: At Temple shows 
strength of community

Pot: Discussed in meeting at Mastick
Among the pot proponents was 

Alyson Torsone, 34. She developed 
epilepsy after exposure to neuro-
toxins at the World Trade Center on 
9/11. “We’re seeing amazing bene-
fits on cancer, epilepsy, Parkinson’s 
disease and multiple sclerosis.”

Torsone said cannabis changed 
her life. Drugs were not working; 
she decided not to be dumbed 
down by these drugs that were 
controlling her life. She began using 
cannabis. “And guess what? I’m sei-
zure free,” she said to a round of 
applause.

Doug Korach, 65, introduced 
himself as a Navy veteran who had 
lost an arm in the Philippines in 
1984. It was reattached by Navy 
surgeons but he lives in pain. For 
many years he was on heavy doses 
of opioids. “Thanks to cannabis, I 
have completely eliminated opioids 
from my life,” he said. 

Several other speakers cited evi-
dence that cannabis users can cut 
back or eliminate opiate use.

A question was posed: “Will 
Alameda have a non-refundable 
deposit during the application pro-
cess?” Spencer asked for a show 
of hands from the audience, which 
included aspiring dispensary opera-
tors, who expressed overwhelming 
opposition to the idea.

At this expression of the popu-
lar will, Oddie said, “Whatever we 

Richard Bangert
On July 28, representatives 

of the city and the East Bay 
Regional Park District (EBRPD), 
along with members of the pub-
lic, toured the future site of a 
regional park on the former Navy 
runway area at Alameda Point. 
The 158-acre area runs along 
the Oakland Estuary out to the 
western shoreline with sweeping 
views of San Francisco Bay out to 
the Golden Gate Bridge.

Bob Nisbet, EBRPD’s assistant 
general manager, and Jennifer 
Ott, the city’s base reuse manager 
explained that the city and park 
district are working on a joint 
agreement called a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) that will 
allow EBRPD to build and operate 
the park. The land is being trans-
ferred from the Navy to the city 
in phases as environmental reme-
diation is completed. Following 

the final land transfer in about 
four years, the city would then 
lease the land to EBRPD for 66 
years, the maximum allowable 
under state law for tidelands 
along state waterways.

“If the MOU is executed, we 
will need to work together to 
obtain funding, permits, design 
and construction on the proper-
ty,” said Jennifer Ott. “The MOU 
outlines in greater detail each 
party’s roles and responsibilities 
at each of these stages. But, it 
will very much be a joint effort to 
get it done.” 

The city and EBRPD are hop-
ing to have the terms of the 
agreement finalized by the end 
of 2017. Once the City Council 
approves that agreement, the 
city and EBRPD will begin seeking 
additional funding and crafting a 

land-use plan. In 2008, voters in 
the park district approved $6.5 
million for Alameda Point. It is 
expected that significantly more 

funding will be required to con-
struct the Bay Trail and other 
landscaping features.

In 2015, the Navy created a 
new 2.25-acre seasonal wetland 
in this area as part of its clean-
up program. About 37 acres at 
the northwestern tip of Alameda 
Point, including part of the old 
runway, has been covered with 
new soil and seeded with native 
grasses. An adjacent cleanup site 
will also be covered with new soil 
and seeded with native grasses. 

The U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) is planning 
a healthcare facility and colum-
barium along the south side of 
the proposed park. The VA’s plans 
include a roadway with a side-
walk and bike lane to the western 
shoreline that will serve as the 
access road for the regional park 
and Bay Trail.  

The July 28 tour was an offi-
cial meeting of the park district 
and the city. In attendance were 
members of the EBRPD board of 
directors and staff and Mayor 
Trish Spencer,  three City Council 
members and city staff.

Richard Bangert posts sto-
ries and photos about Alameda 
Point on his blog at https:// 
alamedapointenviro.com/

Park District, City Negotiate Land Deal for Alameda Point Park

Richard Bangert

A ship from the French container transportation and 
shipping company CMA CGM S.A. on the Oakland 
Estuary provides the backdrop to property that is part 
of a recent land deal for the city.

decide to do as far as licensing, 
whether it’s dispensaries or manu-
facturing or cultivation, each of 
those permitting processes is going 
to have a cost to the city.”

Oddie said that there has to be a 
nexus between what the city charg-
es and the service that the city pro-
vides — a fee structure that helps 
reimburse the city for the costs 
incurred to process these licenses. 
He said that Oakland expects to col-
lect about $60,000 in city expenses 
from each cannabis business.

“Please understand that this is 
a matter that will be voted on by 
the full City Council after we’ve 
received our staff report, after 
we’ve held public comments,” said 
Ezzy-Ashcraft. “It’s not a matter 
of a show-of-hands and how many 
people here don’t want any fee. It 
is as my colleague Jim Oddie just 
said, it goes to reimbursing the 

city for its costs. The decision isn’t 
being made here. But it’s great to 
have input.”

“Don’t worry so much about 
city expenses. You’re going to 
make it back so big with taxes,” 
an audience member said. This 
brought on cynical laughter, with 
Oddie joining in. He said up front, 
“My bottom line is revenue for the 
city,” he said. 

Before its summer break, the 
City Council directed city staff 
to provide an advisory report on 
Alameda’s legal options regarding 
cannabis production and distribu-
tion. The city is paying $60,000 to 
the SCI Consulting Group for doing 
aspects of the job which this corre-
spondent has yet to ascertain. 

The staff report is due today, 
Aug. 24, and will be discussed by 
the Council at its Sept. 5 meeting.

Fred Gardner lives in Alameda. 

Alameda Point Update


