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Dr. Michael Miller
Dr. Marie-Anne Woolley
Dr. Randall Miller
Dr. Anita Luu
Dr. Cassie Clemens

Healthy Pets, Happy Families

Hospital / East
2304 Pacific Avenue
Alameda, California
510.521.6608

Full Service Pet Hospitals  
Dog & Cat Boarding

Clinic / West
1409 Webster Street
Alameda, California
510.521.5775

providencevethospital.comDr. Clemens and Natalie

Fireside Lounge
1453 Webster Street 

Alameda, CA
@thefiresidelounge 

www.thefiresidelounge.com

Weekly events
Monday: Lush Life

Jazz Collective
Tuesday: Trivia & Tacos

Wednesday: Singer  
Songwriter open mic

Thursday: Country  
Line Dancing 

Fri & Sat: Live Music
Sundays: Check Online Calendar

What’s Happening on the West End?
Community Enjoys Festive Lunar New Year Event

For more information  
about West Alameda, 

visit www.westalameda 
business.com.

• Professional  
   Drycleaning
• Quality Shirt
   Laundry
• We Operate    
  Our Own Plant

1529 Webster St. 
Alameda

(510) 522-8299 

M-F 7AM-6:30 PM • SAT 8AM-6PM

$3 OFF
ANY DRY CLEANING
W/ORDER OF $15 OR MORE
One Coupon Per Order • Exp. 2/28/18

Must present coupon w/order

Breakfast Special $495 & up
Mon - Fri 8am - 10am

Early Bird Dinner Special $1495 to $1895 
Mon-Fri: 3pm-8pm / Sat-Sun: 3pm-6pm 

Includes Soup or Salad and Dessert

1148 Ballena Blvd. Alameda, CA 94501  
Tel: (510) 865-5086 • 865-5088

www.pier29alameda.com

New Hours - opeN 8am Daily

PIER 29 Waterfront Restaurant
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Cocktails

OUTDOOR WATERFRONT DINING 
DOG FRIENDLY PATIO 

PLENTY OF FREE PARKING

Shirasoni

Shirasoni Japanese Restaurant offers a 
pleasant, modern Japanese atmosphere 

and a variety of teppanyaki dishes such as 
steak, chicken, seafood and vegetables  

prepared right in front of of you. We also 
feature a large selection of sushi rolls  

to compliment your taste.

TEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BARTEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BARTEPPANYAKI • SUSHI • BAR

510.239.4285  
2660 Fifth Street • Alameda

FASHION  ACCESSORIES  CONSIGNMENT

To shop or consign call or send us an email

510.995.8675
consignments@jcouturealameda.com

1513 Webster Street • Alameda • www.jcouturealameda.com

Rachel Frost
On Feb. 5, myself and my fel-

low students and I gathered at Los 
Angeles City College to hear femi-
nist icon Gloria Steinem and Latin 
rights fighter Samantha Ramirez-
Herrera speak on Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). 
More than 800,000 undocumented 
youth in the United States are living 
as DACA recipients with more than 
222,000 of them in California alone. 

Like in a bee’s nest, everyone 
was buzzing about with two queen 
bees at the center. Steinem stood 
on the right, a soft-spoken and 
elegant revolutionary wearing 
muted tones. Next to her stood 
Ramirez-Herrera, in her vivacious 
patterned outfit and adorned hair 
looking like a warrior Frida Kahlo. 

Ramirez-Herrera’s story could 
be termed the 21st century 
American Dream; one that has only 
just begun. She came to the United 
States as an immigrant when she 
was very young from Mexico City 
and grew up in Arizona. Fast for-
ward to 2018. She has a son, and 
she is able to provide for him as 
the CEO of Offtharecord.com, a 
creative content agency run by 
people of color. The founder of 
Kick A** Girl Powow, a platform 
that highlights girls’ and women’s 
stories, Ramirez-Herrera is a DACA 
recipient. 

The DACA program was cre-
ated in 2012 during the Obama 
Administration as a way to allow 
children who arrived in the U.S. 

before 2007 without legal status 
to remain in the country, attend 
school, find jobs and other oppor-
tunities. 

Immigrants cannot apply if they 
have a criminal record. In fact, 
some communities with large immi-
grant populations have lower-than-
average rates of crime. 

Albert Einstein, John Pulitzer, 
Madeleine Albright and Jerry Yang, 
the creator of Yahoo! are all immi-
grants who made America a strong 
force in the world. Turning away 
these young adults, brought here 
by their parents wishing to give 
their children the best, is taking 
away the opportunity that they 
deserve just as much as anyone’s 
ancestors did. 

These Dreamers, or “doers,” as 
Ramirez-Herrera describes them, 
could develop the next cure for 
cancer or just be a friendly next-
door neighbor. They don’t get 
Social Security benefits and yet, 
they pay taxes. Why shouldn’t they 
have a chance at making a good life 
for themselves? The United States 
is a country built on immigrants, 
why is the current administration 
trying to eliminate a highly benefi-
cial program?

“Continue creating art, continue 
waking up every morning and 
doing your best because no matter 
what, nobody can take that from 
you,” said Ramirez-Herrera. “They 
can take your DACA away, they can 
take your work permit away, but 
they can’t take away your passion.” 

Steinem gave Ramirez-Herrera 
the floor, but when a question 
implied Steinem represents the 
face of the women’s movement, 
she countered, “I’m not the face of 
the women’s movement. There are 
thousands of faces to it.”

When asked to compare the 
women’s movement in the 1970s 
with today’s movement to save 
DACA, Steinem said, “The main 
difference is that we are not this 
small group over here. We’re no 
longer meeting in each other’s liv-
ing rooms. We’re here in an audi-
torium. It’s now a majority move-
ment and a majority change in 

consciousness.” 
Steinem finished the evening 

by leaving everyone with food for 
thought: “We need to stop looking 
up for leadership and start looking 
around us.” 

To help this effort in the East 
Bay visit https://eastbaysanctuary.
org, https://centrolegal.org or 
https://missionassetfund.org.

The need for a group effort sur-
faced as a theme of the event, and 
a call went out to unify students, 
feminists and everyone else to fight 
for the Dreamers. 

Rachel Frost is a graduate of 
Alameda High School.

Alameda High Alum Reports on Discussion about DACA’s Future

Courtesy photo

Alameda High graduate Rachel Frost, left, and the 
legendary Gloria Steinem.

Sun Staff Reports
Two new books were recently 

announced by Alameda residents. 
A group of 32 authors penned The 
World Comes to Alameda: Life 
Stories by Members of Mastick 
Senior Center in Alameda, 
California and local author Mark 
Greenside published a guide 
titled (not quite) Mastering the Art 
of French Living.

Mastick’s New Book 
Members of the Mastick Senior 

Center recently had a collection 
of memoirs published, The World 
Comes to Alameda: Life Stories by 
Members of Mastick Senior Center 
in Alameda, California. Alameda 
residents have the unique 
opportunity to meet the 32 local 
authors at a book-signing event 
set for Sunday, March 4.  

The book is a collection of 
memoirs including: childhood rec-
ollections, war and travel tales, 
stories and poems of memorable 
events and sketches of life, work 
and family. Some of the authors 
describe their past lives in foreign 
lands and different parts of the 
country and their journeys that 
led them to Alameda. The 190-
page book is as diverse as those 
who authored it — a sampler of 
both life experience and individu-
al expression. 

The idea for the book came 
from Paul Hauser, President of 

M a s t i c k ’ s 
A d v i s o r y 
B o a r d . 
Members of 
a book com-
mittee offered 
help to the 
32 writers in 
composition, 
p r o o f r e a d -
ing and editing. Many commit-
tee members spent hundreds 
of hours making editing sugges-
tions and preparing the book for  
publication. 

Books will be for sale at the 
reading for $10 each and authors 
will sign any purchased book. 
One copy of the book, signed 
by all 32 authors, will be given 
away as a door prize to a lucky 
attendee. Free refreshments will 
be served. 

The book signing will take 
place in the Alameda Main 
Library, Stafford Room (1550 Oak 
St.) from 2 to 4 p.m. 

The World Comes to Alameda is 
also available at Books, Inc. at 1344 
Park St. and at the Mastick Senior 
Center at 1155 Santa Clara Ave. 

Greenside’s New Book
In what is described as a hilar-

ious follow up to his previous 
title, I’ll Never Be French, Mark 
Greenside’s (not quite) Mastering 

Alamedans Release Books
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Photos by Mike Lano

The photos at left depict the 
West Alameda Business 
Association’s (WABA) first-

ever Lunar New Year celebration 
hosted in concert with the weekly 
Farmers’ Market last Saturday. 
Mayor Trish Spencer spoke at the 
festivities that included tradition-
al Chinese lion dances and drum-
ming, demonstrations by martial 
arts athletes and other fun. 

Next up on the WABA cal-
endar is the association’s 
monthly membership mixer, set 
for Wednesday, Feb. 28, at J 
Couture, 1513 Webster St., from 
5:30 to 7 p.m. The mixer will be 
a great opportunity to see the 
beautiful new consignment store 
and witness the passing of the 

guard at WABA. Sandy Russell 
of Fireside Lounge, incoming 
president of the WABA board 
will honor Sandip Jariwala of 
Hawthorn Suites, outgoing 
board president. 

To RSVP, or for more 
information about WABA, 
write to linda@westalameda 
business.com.


