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Like What You’re Reading?
Subscriptions to the Alameda Sun are available at 

just $25 per year for Alameda residents.
Out-of-town subscriptions cost $78.50 per year.

Clip the coupon below and mail it with a check and any 
special instructions to the address on the coupon.

Official Subscription Ticket – Clip & Send
Name:
Address:
Phone:

Alameda Sun * 3215 Encinal Ave. Ste. J * Alameda, CA 94501

Serving Alameda Since 1987

RENTALS • SALES • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

We are celebrating 30 years of real estate service!  
We could not have done it without you!

(510) 522-8074
www.ommhomes.com 
2514 Santa Clara Ave.
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Retailer of the Year: Books Inc. Focuses on Customer Service

3215J Encinal Ave. • Alameda 
Phone: 263-1471 • Fax: 263-1473

www.alamedasun.com

The ReCrafting Co.
Quality Quilting, Knitting, Beading 

and other Craft Supplies  
for Sale on Consignment  

at Amazingly Affordable Prices!
Open Craft Night Wednesdays 6-9PM

2449 Santa Clara Ave. • 510.263.0249
Business & Consignment Hours

Tues.-Fri. 10:00-5:30 & Sat. 10:00-5
www.theRecraftingCo.com

Turn Your Crafting Stash Into Cash!

• FEATURING • 
Pipes: Hand crafted Italian and Irish pipes 
Pipe Tobacco: Over 40 different varieties

Cigars: Over 120 different kinds of cigars in stock
Beer, Wine, Champagne, Port & Cider: From ALL over the world

+ Cornology, Moonstruck Chocolate  
& Three Jerks Jerky

At the end of each year, 
the Downtown Alameda 
Business Association 

(DABA) presents awards to 
member businesses in recogni-
tion of their contributions to 
the success of the downtown 
district. The owners and staff 
of the selected businesses 
are excellent examples of the 
quality of service one can 
expect to find throughout the 
district. Additionally, the award 
recipients are highly active in 
DABA activities, participate in 
district-wide events and make 
a special effort to cultivate 

improvements in the business 
community.

Books, Inc. was recently 
recognized as the 2017 Retail 
Business of the Year and is a 
shining example of how inde-
pendent stores can survive by 
focusing on customer service. 
The staff are friendly, welcom-
ing, extremely knowledgeable 
and keep the shop well-orga-
nized. The store has a unique 
way of making customers, 
new and old, feel at home. The 
locally-operated bookstore also 
demonstrates a strong com-
mitment to community. Books 

Inc. supports numerous book 
clubs and hosts an array of 
events and fundraising activi-
ties year-round. 

After stepping into the role 
of store manager in the middle 
of 2017, Melanie Knight has 
been leading the charge for 
Books Inc. while getting even 
more involved in downtown 
activities. 

Books Inc. is located at 
1344 Park St. For information 
about upcoming events, call 
522-2226 or visit the store’s 
website at www.booksinc.net/
alameda.

Upcoming Author Events
n Saturdays, 11 a.m.: Join 

Books Inc. for Storytime every 
Saturday at 11 a.m. Ideal for 
kids three years and older.

n Tuesday, Feb. 6, 7 p.m.: 
New York Times best-selling 
young adult author Marieke 
Nijkamp will be at Books Inc. 
to sign and discuss her newest 
book, Before I Let Go. Hosted by 
Not Your Mother’s Book Club.

n Wednesday, Feb. 7, 6:30 
p.m.: Educator Appreciation 
Night. Newbery and National 
Book Award winner Cynthia 
Kadohata discusses her lat-

est novel Checked and staff 
share some of their favorite 
new releases of the season. 
This event is for teachers; pre-
registration is required.

n Sunday, Feb. 25, 2 p.m.: 
New York Times best-selling 
illustrator and author Jen Wang 
will be visiting Alameda to share 
her much-buzzed graphic novel, 
The Prince and the Dressmaker. 
The event is hosted by Not Your 
Mother’s Book Club and will be 
held at the Alameda Free Library 
(1550 Oak St.)

Milestone Anniversaries
Small businesses make 

Alameda a better place. They 

help the community thrive 
and add to its unique charm. 
DABA would like to honor the 
businesses who celebrated 
milestone anniversaries in 
Downtown Alameda this past 
winter. Please help celebrate 
all of these businesses! 

25 Years: Complements 
Hair Design

15 Years: Edward Jones 
Investments (Jane Watson) 
and My Book Heaven

10 Years: Rhythmix Cultural 
Works and Comerica Bank

5 Years: Sparadise
Note: Anniversary dates 

are based on City of Alameda 
reports. For corrections, 
contact DABA at 523-1392 or 
email office@downtown 
alameda.com.

About Downtown 
Discover great food 

and drink establishments, 
charming shops, friendly 
services and fun things to do 
in Downtown Alameda! Learn 
more about the businesses 
and happenings at www.
DowntownAlameda.com.

Courtesy photo

Melanie Knight of Books 
Inc. celebrates her retailer 
of the year award.

Dennis Evanosky

The Estuary Park baseball diamond got some immediate use after the official ribbon 
cutting last Saturday. The park is set against the estuary’s maritime industry where 
the tall-masted ship Balclutha is undergoing restoration at Bay Ship & Yacht. 

Park: On North Shore officially opens

Letters: To 
the editor 
this week

When fully completed, four 
acres of the park will be designated 
as an inclusive playground, and 
will include a group picnic pavilion 
and small picnic areas, a large and 
small dog park, an open grass area 
and basketball courts. 

Also at the event were mem-
bers of the Alameda Little League 

Challenger Division. They posed 
with Wooldridge and Spencer, then 
took part in a two-inning demon-
stration game on the new field.

The park is part of ARPD’s effort 
to create an inclusive play area for all 
children. Construction was funded 
by the city with grant funding from 
the Alameda Housing Authority, East 
Bay Regional Park District Measure 

WW, Catellus, Alameda Little 
League, and the California Housing 
and Community Development 
Department. Measure WW, which 
Alameda and Contra Costa county 
voters approved in November 2008, 
brought in $500,000, while $1 million 
came from the Housing Authority.

Groundbreaking for the park 
took place in 2016. 
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Applauding local leaders
Editor:

I am proud of what our commu-
nity is becoming. On Martin Luther 
King’s birthday, Rasheed Shabazz 
led an amazing rally, march and 
program celebrating one of our 
nation’s great heroes. He also edu-
cated his fellow Alamedans about 
a shameful name in Alameda’s past 
— Henry Haight — that needs to be 
toppled like a confederate statue. 

Also that weekend and the 
weekend following, Ruth Smiler 
continued leading her weekly 
Saturday noontime vigils on Park 
Street. These last two vigils, con-
current with Martin Luther King 
day and the Women’s March, out-
did themselves in attendance and 
good feelings.

I applaud these Alameda lead-
ers!

— Dan Wood

Help youngster recover 
from recent cycle theft
Editor:

Last Sunday, Jan. 20, my son, 
Joshua, and I discovered that 
Joshua’s birthday gift, an almost-
new bicycle and accessories were 
stolen from the parking lot of 
the Harbor Bay Club (200 Packet 
Landing Road). 

Joshua, 11, attends Lincoln 
Middle School in the sixth grade, 
and is distraught. He feels guilty 
even though the crime committed 
against him is not his fault. He 
is particularly concerned as I was 
recently diagnosed with advanced 
stomach cancer last April. I have 
been undergoing treatments since, 
which has significantly impacted 
our finances. 

I am writing in case sharing his 
story results in a local bike shop 
or a kind fellow Alameda resident 
donating a replacement bike or 
accessories for Joshua. For now, 
he’ll ride my old bike, which doesn’t 
fit him properly, but is the best we 
can do. Our insurance deductible is 
more than the price of a new bike.

Thanks for your kind attention. 
If you can help, please write me at 
marisaajdel@yahoo.com.

— Marisa Ajdelman

Park Street Statement Marks a Year
Sun Staff Reports

A gathering of activists in solidarity with the national Women’s March celebrated 
one year of speaking out at the corner of Park Street and Santa Clara Avenue 
last Saturday. Essentially a protest of President Donald Trump’s policies, the 

group demands unity and presents signs reading “I Love My Muslim Neighbor” and 
“Alameda Showing Up for Racial Justice.” This weekend’s event drew particularly 
large crowds given the president’s latest actions regarding immigration reform. 
Throngs of activists gathered on all four corners of the intersection. 

Gaby Dolphin


