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Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.

Open letter on  
new sister city 
Mayor and Alameda City 
Council Members:

Regarding the vote to make 
Wadi Foquin our fourth sister 
city, I am upset by the political-
ly motivated objections being 
raised. Whether an attack on 
the person, Rev. Michael Yoshii, 
or in choosing sides in the 
Israel-Palestine debate. 

As envisioned by President 
Eisenhower in 1956, Sister Cities 
was established purposefully as 
a means to avoid another world 
war by nurturing the establish-
ment of non-political personal 
and community relationships 
across international boundaries, 
and focusing on educational, cul-
tural or economic endeavors. 

The idea that person-to-per-
son diplomacy is preferable to 
relying entirely on the world’s 
political leaders to make peace, 
is already alive and an impor-
tant part of our island culture 
and education of our children. 
For the past several decades, 
Alamedans have been the host 
families for several dozen 
exchange students from across 
the globe every year. Many stu-
dent exchange programs oper-
ate in Alameda because our 
island is a safe place in the heart 
of San Francisco Bay, our public 
schools strong, and our host 
families are diverse, welcom-
ing and plentiful. We have been 
doing this so long that some of 
the students being placed in our 
homes lately are the children of 
exchange students a generation 
before.

Jiangyin (China), Dumaguete 
(Philippines), and Yeondong-
Gun (South Korea) were estab-
lished as sister cities without 
debate. All met the sister city 
requirements as adopted by the 
Alameda Sister City Association 
(ASCA), as does Wadi Foquin, 
and for that matter, Varazze 
(Italy), a proposed sister city 
waiting their turn for your 
approval. 

These cities will be involved 
(if not already) with the ASCA-
developed, youth-exchange pro-
gram as well as periodic youth 
peace conferences. ASCA has 
been on the look-out for local 
groups interested in establish-
ing Alameda sister cities in 
countries where we have none 
currently, and the suggestion 
to establish such with an Israeli 
city (not in lieu of nor in tan-

dem with Wadi Foquin) should 
be supported, and maybe even 
fast-tracked by the city, after 
Varazze is voted upon.

In any case, a vote to forth-
with make Wadi Foquin our 
fourth sister city without any 
geo-political considerations, is 
well within the sister city guide-
lines adopted by the Council 
resolution of Oct. 17, and is the 
right thing to do. To turn down 
any city on a political basis for 
sister city-hood is without pre-
cedence. 

Neither should it be consid-
ered on a tit-for-tat basis with 
any other city. The result would 
be untenable for all other pro-
posed sister cities.

— Michael J. Robles-Wong 
Board Member, ASCA; 14-year 
Alameda Host Family member

‘The larger picture’ 
Democracy v. Marxism
Editor:

In response to the recent let-
ter (“The larger picture,” DATE,) 
alleging that the goal of an NFL 
player’s taking of a knee, I beg 
to differ. With all due respect to 
the writer exercising his free-
dom of speech within a pub-
lication of the Fourth Estate, 
he seems to have missed the 
point of a professional Black 
athlete taking a knee during the 
National Anthem.

Reading even a review of the 
book The New Jim Crow and 
reading the many, many news 
reports of White law enforce-
ment officers stopping and 
frisking, arresting, and killing 
Black American citizens might 
enlighten Bruce Elerick and oth-
ers who seem to insulate them-
selves from the institutional and 
social bigotry in America. The 
voice of Black American citizens 
has been systematically sup-
pressed by removing, primarily 
Black males from the neighbor-
hoods, voting roles and serving 
on juries.

When these facts are pointed 
out to people who keep them-
selves ignorant of just how 
dangerous it is for a Black (or 
Brown) male to walk around in 
America, they have one knee-
jerk reaction: “Aw, you’re a 
Communist.”

I am offended by American 
flag skivvies and beach towels 
that get walked on; however, 
when I see photographs of peo-
ple in other countries burning 
the American flag, I smirk. Yes, 

Smirk. I say to anyone who will 
listen, “I can do that. Let them try 
that with their country’s flag and 
see what their government does 
to them.”  

When American law enforce-
ment and other government 
employees deny civil rights 
to American citizens, it is the 
responsibility of American citi-
zens to stand up [or take a knee] 
and speak out. Otherwise we 
make a liar of President Abraham 
Lincoln who praised those who 
died at Gettysburg to guarantee 
that Our “government OF the 
People, BY the People, FOR the 
People, shall not perish from the 
earth.” [Emphasis added.]

Mr. Elerick, Our Democratic  
Republic is not in jeopardy unless 
and until speaking out about gov-
ernment and social injustices 
become a violation of American 
law.

— CJ Kingsley
Resident of Alameda

Know nukes
Editor:

When I read a few weeks ago  
that Kairos Power is building a 
research facility here in Alameda 
for pebble bed nuclear plants, 
(“Nuclear Research Coming to 
Alameda,” DATE) I was elated at 
the prospect of frontier industry 
coming to Alameda. I know that a 
lot has been done to upgrade the 
design of nuclear power plants 
and the pebble bed idea has a lot 
going for it — thermal efficiency, 
streamlining refueling, and espe-
cially safety.

I also expected howls of  
protest from the articulate trog-
lodytes. And they didn’t let me 
down! They are like those who 
screamed, “the end is coming” 
when Edison strung up electric 
power lines in New York City, or 
like the New York Times at the 
time of the Wright brothers, ridi-
culing the crazy idea of flying.

Please, get a hold of your-
selves! We are moving into the 
future. And it’s not going to be 
one with all our deserts paved 
over with solar panels, and no 
energy-intensive industry. We are 
going to get fusion energy soon 
if we get our act together and 
make it a priority, like China and 
South Korea are doing. And in 
the interim, there is no getting 
around it: efficient, well-designed, 
fourth-generation nuclear fission 
plants will be a great, safe tech-
nology! That’s why countries 
from Vietnam to Bangladesh to 
Bolivia, not to mention China, 
Mexico, Argentina, Egypt and doz-
ens more, are all going nuclear.

— Edward Malik
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As told to Emmanuel 
Williams & Helena Lengel 
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Homeless people are a kind 

of ancestral throwback – we are 
hunters and gatherers. We watch 
after one another, support one 
another...but, because we all 
have strong survival instincts, 
we are often drawn to rip one 
another off, to steal. I grew up 
in a situation of severe abuse. 
I learned to take care of myself 
from the age of 12, so I was strong 
to begin with. 

Because of my military experi-
ence I’m well able to look after 
myself, but living on the streets 
can be tough. I’ve been in more 
fights over the last three years 
than in all the previous years 
of my life – and I’m over 50. 
Somehow I’ve managed to retain 
my belief in myself. I’m one of 
the two men seen as trustwor-
thy leaders in the community of 
Alamedan street people.

To people who find  them-
selves on the street I would say: 
Don’t stop believing in yourself, 
however hard it gets. Always 
believe that you can pull yourself 
out of this. Don’t close your heart 
to the rest of society. Keep your 
faith in your fellow man even if 
you’re being treated badly. Streets 
are tough. Be as tough as you can 
be and stay on your toes, other-
wise street life will pull you down. 

There was a time not long ago 
when I’d had enough, when I basi-
cally lost it. I stayed in my sleep-

ing bag in my tent for four days 
– didn’t do anything for myself 
at all. Another street person vis-
ited me several times and finally 
pulled me out of it. 

Over at the former Naval Air 
Station there are scores of build-
ing that have been empty since 
1996. Sometimes, when I’ve had 
nowhere else to go, I’ve slept 
over there. I have been fined four 
times for this; each ticket is $286. 
The last time this happened I 
was tracked by a drone as I left 
the property. I can’t pay this, of 
course, but it goes on my financial 
record and makes it harder for me 
to return to normal life. 

I’ve often asked myself: “How 
street people could be helped 
to get off the streets?” As things 
stand right now we don’t get 
much help. I receive a monthly 
general assistance allowance of 
$336, plus $194 worth of food 
stamps. This doesn’t go very 
far. At the end of this article I 
have made a list of what could 
make a difference for us on the 
streets. Most immediately, we 
need a homeless center. It would 
include a shower, washer-dryer, 
and a daily food bank service. 
And maybe a place where we 
could pitch our tents. 

I think members of the Alameda  
community would rather we were 
forced out through the tube into 
Oakland. But I’ve lived here for 
30 years. It’s my community. It’s 
my home. I don’t want to leave. 
There’s a couple of Alameda cops 
who are friendly and treat us like 

The Struggles of a 
Homeless Person 

Firefighters Are at Their Very Best 
When Conditions Are at Their Worst

To anyone who 
finds themselves 
on the street I 
would say: Don’t 
stop believing in 
yourself, howev-
er hard it gets.

Commentary

human beings. And there’s a 
travelling doctor who checks 
up on us from time to time. 

These acts of kindness are 
much appreciated. My own 
hope is to have a home for my 
wife and my three kids. To have 
Christmas presents under the 
Christmas tree. I’ve spent about 
eight hours with my kids this 
year. I miss them. 

Here’s my list of things that 
would help Alameda’s street 
people 

1. Secure stable shelter of 
some kind. This would be the 
priority. I’d call it transitional 
housing, a place where we are 
safe and can re-learn the life 
skills that we need. 

2. Involvement in a program 
that would help us return to nor-
mal life again. This would include 
individual assessments of quali-
fications and talents, budgeting 
skills, looking for work, maybe 
going back to school. 

3. Assistance with mental 
and physical health issues – 
diagnosis, counseling, and/or 
treatment. 

4. Opportunities to mix with 
“normal” people, so that the 
boundaries around us dissolve. 

5. A Cost-of-living assess-
ment for General Assistance to 
look at the real costs of living on 
the streets. 

Authors’ Note: Shortly after 
this interview our homeless friend 
was placed in temporary housing 
for veterans. 

Emmanuel Williams is a 
teacher, published writer, riddler 
and poet who moved to Alameda 
in 2015. Helena Lengel works at 
College of Alameda as the Biology 
& Science Lab Coordinator. She 
has lived in Alameda since 1979.

Rob Bonta
As deadly flames raced through 

Wine Country this fall, residents 
had mere moments to react. For 
dozens, there just wasn’t enough 
time to get out. When the battle 
was over,  the fires would go down 
in the history books as some of 
the most destructive California 
has ever seen. 

The fires killed 43 people, 
burned around 150,000 acres and 
destroyed close to 8,400 homes 
and other structures. Cal Fire 
estimates it cost at least $189 
million to stop the fires’ progres-
sion.

Answering the call to rescue 
and protect those Californians 
in their time of need: Roughly 
11,000 of our finest firefighters. 
Alameda firefighters responded 
with two engine companies 

One engine crew reported to 
Sonoma County and the other 
was based in Napa County. They 
would spend the next eight days 
protecting people, homes and 
businesses.

Additionally, the Alameda Fire 
Department sent a critical inci-
dent stress management team, 
which spent nearly a month help-
ing their fellow firefighters work 
through the tragedy they wit-
nessed firsthand.

When circumstances are at 
their worst, our firefighters are 
at their best. Urban and wild-

land firefighters respond and put 
their own lives at risk for others. 
They leave their lives behind. 
Some are, themselves, rightfully 
anxious about the safety of their 
own families and homes, yet they 
report for duty. 

About 50 firefighters or retired 
firefighters lost their homes in 
the Northern California fires. 
While their families needed them 
too, they answer a higher call to 
serve their communities.

These brave actions of plac-
ing service before self are on 
display every day in communi-
ties large and small throughout 
California, including right here in 
Alameda. 

Regardless of who dials 911, 
our firefighters rush to respond 
with a commitment to save all of 
the lives, health, and property 
they possibly can.

These actions demonstrate 
a commitment to our broader 
community, to the whole, to the 
well-being of the collective “us.” 
These actions say: “We are all in 
this together and we will succeed 
together or not at all.” 

In times of crisis and natural 
disaster, while others are flee-
ing for safety, our firefighters 
are rushing toward danger where 
they sacrifice individually for the 
benefit of the larger community. 

Sadly, in our current national  
political environment, these val-

ues have often given way to the 
politics of division and hate. But 
not for our firefighters.

While the flames that spread 
fear, pain, and destruction across 
California’s Wine Country are 
now extinguished, the Alameda 
firefighters continue to help 
these fire victims through the 
California Fire Foundation and 
direct fundraising. 

I had the honor of joining our 
Alameda firefighters and many 
other firefighters from in and 
around the region, at a fund-
raiser earlier this month aboard 
the USS Hornet where thousands 
of dollars were raised to help 
victims heal and recover. 

Alameda’s firefighters are still 
spending their days off assisting 
fire victims and helping commu-
nities rebuild. 

In California, we lift each 
other up and pull together when 
we need it most. Our Alameda 
firefighters embody those values, 
in how they have responded to 
the Northern California Fires and 
what they do every day.

Rob Bonta represents Alameda 
in the California State Assembly. 

Editor’s note: Eight Alameda  
firefighters aboard two engines are 
currently in Southern California 
helping fight the Thomas Fire 
(“Alameda Fire Deploys Engines 
to SoCal Blazes,” Dec. 14)


