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CASA thanks its donors
Editor:

Founded in 2008, Community 
Action for a Sustainable Alameda 
(CASA) is celebrating its 10th year 
supporting the City of Alameda to 
implement its Local Action Plan 
for Climate Protection. This is an 
important year for CASA as the city 
is developing a joint Climate Action 
and Resiliency Plan to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and pre-
pare for sea-level rise. 

CASA hosted its annual fund-
raiser on Oct. 17 focused on food-
waste reduction. Food waste has a 
big impact on the climate. In fact, 
if wasted food was a country, it 
would be the third-highest emit-
ter of greenhouse gases (behind 
China and the U.S.). We would like 
to thank our sponsors who made it 
possible for local Alameda students 
to attend for free and food donors 
who made this event such a deli-
cious success.

Our hats are off to: Alameda 
County Industries, Alameda 
Natural Grocery, Andrew Green, 
Ann McCormick, Ann Blake Ph.D. 
Environmental & Public Heath 
Consulting, Books Inc., Crispian 
Bakery, Christy Cannon and Dan’s 
Fresh Produce. 

We couldn’t have done it 
without: Feel Good Bakery and 
Herb Behrstock, Herbs & Spices 
Catering, Infinite Table, Joyce 
Mercado, Lola’s Chicken Shack and 
Lyssa DeGolia.

We also appreciate the gener-
osity of: Napa Recycling & Waste 
Services Northern California 
Recycling Association, Pappo, 
ReGrained Supergrain, Semifreddi’s, 
Thirsty Bear, Trabocco and Wescafe. 

Nearly 150 supporters, teach-
ers and students filled the Grand 
Ballroom at the Elks Lodge to dine, 
learn and discuss the impacts of 
food waste with noted food authors 
Dana Gunders, Tara Duggan and 
Nick Balla. 

CASA will use the funds donated 
to raise increased awareness and 
ensure that Alameda stays on path 
to be a climate leader. We would 
also like to thank the Alameda Sun 
for its timely and effective cover-
age of climate action and sea level 
rise issues and events in Alameda. 
Learn more at casa-alameda.org.

— Ruth Abbe & Debi Ryan,  
Community Action for a 

Sustainable Alameda 

Ban flavored tobacco
Editor:

Adult cigarette smoking rates 
have seen a dramatic decline in 
recent years. According to the lat-
est figures from the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC), 15.5 percent 
of American adults smoke, down 
from 20 percent just a decade ago. 

That’s great news for the health of 
our nation, but not so great for Big 
Tobacco, which is now using can-
dy-flavored products as a tactic to 
hook youth on their product. These 
products are packaged in bright 
colors that mimic popular candy 
and gum brands. With names like 
“Slushie,” “Peanut Butter Cookie” 
and “Cotton Candy” there’s no mis-
taking who the target customer is. 

Flavors mask the harshness 
of the taste of tobacco. Flavored 
tobacco products have been found 
to be more difficult to quit than 
unflavored tobacco products. 
According to a recent survey, 22 
percent of Alameda Unified School 
District 11th-graders reported that 
they had vaped and used candy-
flavored products. As a parent, I 
find these statistics alarming. The 
brain’s peak period to develop 
addiction is during adolescence. It 
is imperative to take action now 
against these products to stop 
more kids from getting hooked. 

There’s a draft ordinance to 
ban flavored tobacco products that 
will come before the Alameda City 
Council in November. I urge the 
Council to adopt this ordinance and 
join other cities around the country 
that have already said “Enough!” to 
the tobacco industry’s efforts to 
lure kids into a lifelong addiction.

— Kristen Hanlon 

Where’s the outrage?
Editor:

Our City Manager blows the 
whistle on misbehavior by our 
City Councilmembers and what 
happens? The City Manager gets 
fired, taxpayers foot the $1 million 
bill to make the whistleblower go 
away, and the one Councilmember, 
Jim Oddie, who was clearly cited 
as being in violation of the City 
Charter, has the audacity to ask for 
the taxpayers to pay his legal fees 
from his acting against the city’s 
best interests. 

What should have happened? 
There were three Councilmembers 
originally implicated in interfer-
ing with the City Manager’s abil-
ity to perform her job in accor-
dance with the City Charter with-
out Council interference. One of 
the Councilmembers was initially 
excused. 

The other two, Malia Vella and 
Jim Oddie, should have been sus-
pended from acting on Council mat-
ters until an independent inves-
tigator, the District Attorney or a 
Grand Jury confirmed or denied 
their malfeasance in office. Instead, 
the City Council, including all of 
the accused Councilmembers, met 
in closed session to choose who 
would investigate the allegations 
of wrongdoing against them. At the 
very least, Oddie and Vella should 
have recused themselves from the 

vote because of their blatant con-
flicts of interest. 

Can you imagine what would 
have happened if President Trump 
picked his own investigator to look 
into the Russian election med-
dling allegations? The investigation 
would have been over in a week and 
there would be protesters stand-
ing shoulder to shoulder on every 
street corner in Alameda. 

What’s the reaction when our City 
Councilmembers act in gross disre-
gard of the public interest? Ho Hum. 

We shouldn’t be surprised by 
these reactions. Several years 
ago allegations of abusing the 
public trust were levied against 
Councilmember Lena Tam. An inde-
pendent investigator found she was 
guilty of multiple violations. What 
did the City Council do in that case? 
They fired the Interim City Manager 
who brought the accusations and 
paid the legal fees of the offend-
ing Councilmember. (“Alameda: 
city attorney, interim city manager 
ousted,” San Jose Mercury News 
Dec. 2010.)

The one lesson to come out of 
this is that there aren’t any whis-
tleblower protections in Alameda. 
Unbelievable! 

— Kurt Libby

Respect your decision
Editor:

Thank you for your editorial 
regarding your decision not to take 
sides in politics (“The Courage to 
Remain Neutral,” Oct. 18). I admire, 
respect and agree with that deci-
sion. The job of a newspaper is to 
report the news — period. That’s 
the reason it’s called a “newspaper.” 

Your courageous stand is being 
derided and attacked in today’s 
world where insults and slander-
ous comments are being traded by 
citizens and especially among politi-
cians. These comments are being 
met with cheers by some segments 
of our society. I personally have a 
great deal of faith in the people of 
America and feel this period will 
eventually run its course. The havoc 
and the hatred might prevail for a 
while, but Americans will get sick of 
it and will want their country back. 

Meanwhile, we hope many other 
newspapers are following the same 
path and are not giving in to the 
demands of the screaming mobs 
and the people in power who stir 
up the mobs.

— Violet Grayson

Vote for a great mayor
Editor:

It’s seldom that one gets to sup-
port a candidate with great abili-
ties matched by impeccable ethical 
standards. I believe that we now 
have that opportunity with Frank 
Matarrese. With Frank, Alameda can 
elect a mayor of great intelligence, 
honesty, transparency and good 
plain common sense. I am sure that 
if elected, Frank Matarrese will be a 
great mayor.

— Fran Redstone

Matarrese for mayor
Editor:

I strongly support Frank 
Matarrese for Mayor of Alameda 
because of his honesty, transparen-
cy and ability. I was very impressed 
by his performance at the debates, 
where he answered every question 
with the kind of directness and 
intelligence that our city deserves. 
I urge Alameda residents to help 
elect Frank. His leadership and 
commitment can make a major dif-
ference in our community.

— Jonathan Folkman

Thanks to LWVA
Editor:

I just wanted to point out and 
praise the fine work done by League 
of Women Voters of Alameda 
(LWVA) on the campaign funding 
graphs available on their website,  
lwvalameda.org.

I had developed an interest in, 
and looked at a few filings previ-
ously, but to see all the informa-
tion in color-coded bar graphs was 
impressive and enlightening. 

Thank you LWVA and keep up 
the great work. 

— Andrew Huntoon

Appalled at union’s 
election influence
Editor:

With a long family history of 
labor union membership and sup-
port, I’m appalled at how the unions 
are spending the members’ hard-
earned dues to influence voters. It’s 
obvious from anyone who has stud-

Stan Booker 
In May of 2012, I wrote the fol-

lowing article to local papers in ref-
erence to similar issues that will 
appear on the November 2018 ballot. 

My wife and I like living in 
Alameda and the house we bought 
16 years ago, after living in Oakland 
for 19 years. I intend to vote “no” on 
measure C and the Peralta College 
Measure B.

For the last five years, we have 
also enjoyed the priceless experi-
ence or weekly trips to Folsom to 
visit our grandchildren. Since we 
go so often, we started shopping 
for items we routinely use, and 
soon noticed that food, clothing and 
household items cost less there than 
here in the Bay Area, with many 
grocery items costing 40 percent less 
than Safeway.

We buy some of our groceries at 
Winn Co., and do other shopping 
at Cosco, Wal-Mart, Target, Home 
Depot, Lowes, R.E.I., Kohl’s, Orchard 
Supply and a very good premium 
outlet mall for shoes and clothing. 
Not only are things less expensive, 
the tax rate is 7.25 percent, 1 percent 
less than here in Alameda County. 

Gasoline is consistently 10 to 30 
cents a gallon cheaper, so we always 
fill up before we head back home. 
We even bought our last new vehicle 
in Folsom. Though we paid Alameda 
County tax rates, the base price was 
less than in the Bay Area.

Since buying our house in 
Alameda, we have been assessed 
a parcel tax of $800 a year (based 
on square footage) for schools, $300 
for Alameda Hospital, and another 
amount for the library, yet teachers 
are unhappy with the state of school 
finances, and according to a recent 

article in the Alameda Sun, the hos-
pital is in the red.

We are retired public school 
teachers and support public educa-
tion and libraries, several charities, 
several self-help projects in East 
Africa, our church and our volunteer 
work.

We are seeing the cost of living 
continue to rise. For example, as 
we try to conserve utility use, the 
rates still go up. Public transporta-
tion, food, clothing, dining and enter-
tainment, all continue to be more 
expensive. My dental and medical 
premiums increased by double-digit 
percentages this year.

As former teachers, and now retir-
ees, we have always spent money 
where we received the best value 
for our money. Most people who live 
in Alameda do not work here, and 
most people who work here do not 
live here. We are part of a regional 
economy and Alameda should not 
attempt to set itself apart by proposing 
projects that are costly and then trying 
to pass the expenses on to residents 
who are trying to manage in these 
down economic times.

While I am not opposed to a 
swim center or a all-purpose playing 
field, I feel that these will do little 
or nothing for the economy of those 
who are just trying to live within 
their means. City leaders are respon-
sible for making sure that the city 
functions within its means, and not 
always going to its residents asking 
for more.

I do not believe that the Peralta 
College measure will reduce tuition, 
which is important to those who seek 
an education to help the improve 
their standard if living.

What both of these measures are 

Even More Letters to the Editor

Six-Year-Old Letter Bears Repeating
asking for is really not that much, 
only more. I will vote against paying 
more.

Now, in 2018, six years later, we 
still visit our grandchildren every 
week, and continue to do much 
of our shopping in Sacramento 
County. I will oppose measures E, 
G, F and FF, for the same reasons 
that I mentioned in my previous 
letter. However, I will vote in favor 
Measure 6 to continue the gasoline 
tax, for I believe that is a more equi-
table way for everyone to support 
funding for improving our regional 
infrastructure.

Stan Booker lives in Alameda.

Commentary

ied the candidates and issues that 
their endorsements are not for the 
best person for the job but the one-
who will further their agenda. The 
erroneous smear campaign against 
opponents would be embarrass-
ing to me as a union member. 
Unfortunately the union endorse-
ment no longer holds importance. 

Quite the opposite, it is now a 
list of who and what I will not con-
sider with my vote. How many times 
does a voter have to see a picture 
and read a name to get his or her-
vote? I think in marketing it’s called 
branding and has nothing to do with 
quality of a product or candidate.

— Betty Gladden

Local club has lost 
sight of principle
Editor:

As a lifelong Democrat, I’m 
proud that our party stands for the 
public interest. 

Gaby Dolphin’s commentary 
(“Let’s Meet the Kevins,” Oct. 
25) shows me that the Alameda 
Democratic Club has lost sight of 
this principle. Her piece uses con-
descension and innuendo to deni-
grate City Treasurer Kevin Kennedy 
and City Auditor Kevin Kearney 
and their recent endorsements. I 
don’t know “The Kevins” personal-
ly, but I think they have served the 
city with honesty and integrity and 
I believe the approximate $25,000 
that each earns annually is public 
money well spent.

At best, Dolphin is using mis-
leading hyperbole when she writes 
that “The Kevins” advised “get-
ting rid of our firefighters.” Rather, 
Kennedy and Kearney have always 
backed “good faith efforts work-
ing with city employee groups” 
that Dolphin purports to support. 
Those efforts are a farce as long as 
Jim Oddie, the preferred candidate 

of Dolphin’s Alameda Democratic 
Club, serves on our City Council.

We’ve all been inundated with 
Oddie’s false and nasty campaign fli-
ers that are paid for by the firefight-
ers PAC. Special interest groups put 
big money behind Oddie because 
he delivers for them. In 2017, 42 
members of the fire department 
and 56 police department employ-
ees earned more than $200,000. 
Moreover, Oddie’s efforts advocat-
ing union interests led to a $946,000 
settlement with our former City 
Manager.

Democrats should want a 
Council that doesn’t play favor-
ites and fairly considers everyone’s 
needs when allocating city money. 
So I agree with “The Kevins,” we 
need independent city leaders 
and not compromised candidates 
bought by the public safety unions. 

The Democrats that they 
endorse, Robert Matz and Tony 
Daysog, have refused special-inter-
est money. Please read their can-
didate statements in the County’s 
Voter Information Guide. I hope my 
fellow Alamedans will join me in 
supporting them and putting the 
public interest first on our Council.

— Bob Dubow

New resident supports 
Frank for mayor
Editor:

Longtime residents of the 
Washington D.C. area, my family 
moved to Alameda 13 years ago. We 
have gotten to know a lot about the 
national and local political scenes. 
I think one sentence sums up our 
feelings. In a time of ugly, decisive, 
and unhelpful rhetoric we need 
leaders who are well informed, 
even-handed and truly dedicated 
to one constituant — -the city of 
Alameda. Frank. Materesse has 
consistently and calmly made deci-

Embedded 
Gene Kahane

A poem written to commem-
orate the 80th anniversary of 
Krisstallnacht.

Every Jewish person,
No matter where or when 

born,
Has a sliver of glass in their 

flesh,
Some under the skin,
Some intramuscular,
Some in their organs,

For 80 years ago,
When the first pane  

was broken,
When the first Nazi took stone 

in hand,
Unfettered by an ugly world,
And heaved it through the 

window,
Breaking David’s star,

Shards fell on the ground,
Were blown to the street,
And thrown into the sky,

Where the wind whipped them 
uber alles,

To Ciechnow, Poland, to 
Jerusalem,

And forward in time to 
Richmond, California,

Where a piece entered my 
body in 1958.

My sons carry fragments,
As will their children,
And theirs and theirs,

Always,
A reminder of the night the 

screaming began,
For Abraham’s children. 

Gene Kahane is one of 
Alameda’s poets laureate.

sions regarding our local needs and 
gets my vote as the kind of leader 
we desperately need today.

—Tina Sims


