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HOME  
SERVICES  
DIRECTORY

A WEEKLY FEATURE BRINGING YOU 
THE BEST HOME SERVICES  
THE ISLAND HAS TO OFFER

For information please call 
Cindy Pelletier at 263-1824  

or email: cpelletier@alamedasun.com

Honest | Reliable | Trustworthy

(510) 542-7628 
Licensed & Insured - Lic. #304447 CAL 0951 12/13

UP TO 50% OFF 
GOING STANDAR D R ATES

SEASONAL SPECIAL
PAINTING INT/EXT

••• Best In Town! •••

The Name Serving Alameda for 35 years!

ASK ABOUT OUR SENIOR DISCOUNT!

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,  
Tankless Water Heaters & More!

Alameda’s
Fix-It Man

sav
e t

his a
d

Joey Manibusan
All  

Water  
Heaters  
$500

Fence Leaning?
Don’t Replace...Repair & Save!

510-706-6189
Randy McFarland

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Since 1994                                                                         Lic# 688189

Winner of  the 2016 Tip-of-the-Hat Award from the  
Alameda Architectural Preservation Society.

for

PAINTING
Our Mission: Beautify Alameda Inside & Out

510-522-5800
www.bettercallpaulforpainting.com

510.523.1968
www.carrollconstructiononline.com

• GENERAL CONSTRUCTION
• FRAMING • ADDITIONS
• BASEMENT CONVERSIONS
• AND SO MUCH MORE!

CA LICENSE# 843229

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS/DRAINAGE
BRICK • CONCRETE • MASONRY

DROUGHT-TOLERANT LANDSCAPES
GARDEN LIGHTING • FENCING • SOD LAWNS

EROSION CONTROL
RETAINING WALLS: ROCK • STONE • WOOD • BLOCK

Oakland 
Landscaping
ESTABLISHED 1976

                 California
            Landscape
      Contractors
  Association

FREE ESTIMATES
CA LIC.#662406

Since 1976

(510) 917-8033
 5900 COLISEUM WAY l OAKLAND l CALIFORHNIA

GM PAINTING  
HANDYMAN SERVICE & CONSTRUCTION 

DRY-ROT REPAIR
Interior / Exterior / Commercial  •  Licensed / Bonded / Insured

SUMMER 
SPECIAL!
20% OFF 

WITH THIS AD

Olsson Plumbing
PH: (510) 522-2442
FAX: (510) 995-8189

LICENSE NO. 443706
2425 CLEMENT AVENUE • ALAMEDA

10% OFF WITH THIS AD

Fresh Cuts 
Gardening

510.533.6324
www.FreshCutsGardening.com

THE SALON FOR YOUR LAWN

LIC. #28039950

• Mowing
• Weeding
• Edging
• Pruning
• Trimming

• Mulching
• Sodding
• Sprinkler
• Fencing
• And More!

Evelyn R. Chute, 95, passed 
away in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, on 
July 24, 2017. Evelyn was born on 
Oct. 8, 1921, in 
Newcastle Upon 
Tyne, England to 
Lillian (Robinson) 
Smailes and John 
Smailes. Evelyn 
graduated from 
the Royal Victoria 
Infirmary in 
Newcastle with 
a nursing degree 
and worked in 
the hospital dur-
ing World War II. During that time 
she met Wesley W. Chute, who was 
serving in the Merchant Marines. 
They were married on June 12, 
1944, in Newcastle before moving to 
Augusta, Maine. 

After moving to Maine, Evelyn 
worked at the area hospitals. Evelyn 
and Wesley had two children, John 
in 1947 and Heather in 1954.

After years of living in Maine, 
Evelyn and Wesley moved to 
Alameda to be closer to their 
son and grandchildren. After the 

passing of her son, Evelyn then 
moved to Coeur d’Alene where she 
spent the remaining years with her 

daughter.
Evelyn had a 

love for art and 
music. She also 
loved to travel and 
would frequently 
return to her 
beloved England.

Evelyn was pre-
deceased by her 
husband, Wesley 
and her son, 
John Christopher 

Chute. Evelyn is survived by her 
daughter, L. Heather Thatcher and 
son-in-law, Michael Thatcher of 
Careywood, Idaho; her daughter-
in-law, Christina Chute of Atwater, 
Calif; her grandchildren Mollie 
Muncaster, Christopher Chute, 
Spencer Chute, Jonathan Chute 
and Rosemarie Chute; and her 
great-grandchildren, Maddison 
Muncaster and Callie Muncaster.

In lieu of flowers, please make a 
donation to your favorite charity in 
her memory.

Evelyn R. Chute Nancy Elaine Garlets
Resident of Alameda

Local Deaths

local and property tax dollars. In 
other words, the other $4 comes 
from you and me.

If you look in the windows of 
the new Route 19 bus, as I have 
frequently, you will see at most 
three to five people on board. I’ve 
never seen more than five. It’s new, 
so fare-box revenue data isn’t avail-
able yet, but it ain’t gonna be pretty.

In some ways, we Bay Areans 
are a lot like the rest of the country. 
We will vote for transit taxation 
occasionally, but studies show that 
the reason we do that is so that the 
other guy will ride the bus so we 
can continue doing 75 mph on the 
freeway. Why is BART so crowded? 
Because we don’t want to pay for 
regularly upgrading and expanding 
the fleet. Most of BART’s fleet is 

now 45 years old. By contrast, 44 
percent of New York City’s fleet is 
10 years old.

In recent times, the touted 
“solution” to urban traffic con-
gestion has been transit-oriented 
development. (Also, car-pool lanes, 
but that’s a whole other rant.) Build 
a lot of homes around a transit 
hub, and people will take transit to 
work. No doubt, it works a little bit. 
But the freeways, our tunnels, and 
our bridges are still jammed at rush 
hour. And rush hour keeps getting 
longer by the decade.

If history is any indication, 
Alameda may well wind up with 
a nice mixed-use development 
on Alameda Point. There will be 
homes, there will be jobs and there 
will be absolutely no connection 
between them. The homes will be 
occupied by the successors to the 

tech workers in San Francisco, they 
will demand more ferry service 
(cost of each boat: $15.1 million 
in 2017; current fare box recovery 
48 percent); and the workers will 
live anywhere from San Leandro 
to Fremont to Livermore and com-
mute into Alameda because either 
they will want a larger house than 
they can get for the same money 
or they just won’t be able to afford 
housing on the Point.

So what is the answer?
First of all, we do need public 

transit. With urban sprawl continuing 
to be the major form of development 
both in the Bay Area and Alameda, 
there is a social need to provide 
transportation for those members of 
the community who have no other 
means of travel. I’m talking about the 
young, the old, the handicapped, the 
poor — people for whom automo-
biles are not an option. Get on the 
51A bus any time of the day — these 
are the members of the community 
you will see on the bus. 

I believe we have a social obliga-
tion to include all these members 
as active participants in the com-
munity. I also believe that transit 
cannot solve all our traffic prob-
lems — it cannot even make a seri-
ous dent in congestion except in 
very limited corridors, such as the 
commute to San Francisco.

Several years ago, I had a fortu-
itous discussion with an engineer 
from Edmonton, Canada. She told 
me about a Canadian program that 
was designed to incentivize living 
close to your place of work. If you 
lived within five miles of your work-
place, the government would send 
you a check every month.

I have tried really hard to find 
out more about that program, and 
have not been successful. Perhaps 
there are better researchers out 
there who can find it. But that 
would be gravy. The idea is the 
thing! Incentivize people to live 
near their place of work. 

Supposing, instead of throwing 
all the builders’ fee money into the 
bottomless pit of commuter transit, 
where there will never be enough 
fee money to totally replace the 
$4 for every ride taken on transit, 
suppose that money was converted 
into a subsidy for homebuyers and 
renters who both live-and-work on 
our Island? 

Instead of adding more cars and 
buses to the tubes and bridges, 
we eliminate the need to go off the 
Island to get to work in the first 
place! Voila —  less backup, less 
time wasted, less stress, less cost, 
less pollution, more time with the 
kids — you get the idea.

It is not an original con-
cept. Thirty years ago, Steve 
Hemmiger, executive director of 
the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission (MTC) said that the 
best transportation investment the 
Bay Area could make was to invest 
in the Oakland school system. 
Hemmiger was saying something 
similar to what I’m saying. If we 
eliminate the need and desire to 
live far from work by making our 
communities affordable and attrac-
tive, we eliminate the traffic that 
results from community inequities.

We’ve tried everything else, and 
we’re still sitting on the freeway 
listening to I-Heart radio. Why not 
work toward a culture where we 
don’t have to commute at all?

Stephen Lowens is a retired pro-
fessional traffic engineer and trans-
portation planner who worked in 
Alameda on and off for 25 years and 
is now happily retired in our fair city.

Continued from page 6
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World: Without commuters is definitely possible

Fire: Crews’ 
recent 
activities

We eliminate the 
need and desire 
to live far from 
work by making 
our communities 
affordable and 
attractive.

Street or on Bay Farm Island, 
are not driving through the Posey 
Tube to see the tent city on the 
Oakland side, which has surround-
ed a Chinese day care. Imagine 
the community rage people would 
feel if there were 40 tents around 
the perimeter of Earhart or Edison 
elementary schools. 

Two-thirds of Alamedans do not 
take the Broadway exit off of I-880 
toward the Webster Tube and see 
the eight-foot towers of homeless 
cities lining the streets. Most of it 
garbage and stolen property such 
as hundreds of bicycles and copper 
wire. Do you have any idea how eas-
ily that could happen to Alameda?

This city administration is not 
perfect, but I really applaud them 
for being responsible in taking some 
action to help people, maintain fiscal 
discipline and look for ways to help 
resolve some of the localized issues. 

If you feel homeless people are 
being pushed around and can come 
up with a fiscally responsible solu-
tion, as opposed to complaining 
about it, I am sure everyone would 
love to hear about it. Please do not 
expect our small city to resolve 
such a massive nationwide, social 
crisis and epidemic. 

Malachi Fallon lives in Alameda.

Continued from page 6
City: Cares for homeless

Street; 6:05 p.m. Lincoln Avenue; 
7:57 p.m. Blanding Avenue.

Wednesday, June 28
Request to assist invalid: at 

12:48 a.m. on Central Avenue.
Lock out: at 9:11 a.m. at the 

intersection of Encinal Avenue and 
Chestnut Street.

Indoor rubbish fire, no damage: 
at 3:25 p.m. on the 2000 block of 
Clinton Avenue.

Request to assist invalid: at 7:14 
p.m. on Pacific Avenue.

Water rescue: at 8:58 p.m. on the 
3000 block of Bayview Drive.

Emergency medical responses: 
7:13 a.m. Blanding Avenue; 10:22 
a.m. Westline Drive; 12:52 p.m. 
Lafayette Street; 1:51 p.m. Maitland 
Drive; 1:51 p.m. Willow Street; 
2:48 p.m. Park Street; 4:08 p.m. 
Franciscan Way; 6:01 p.m. Clinton; 
6:58 p.m. Franciscan; 8:53 p.m. 
Lincoln Avenue; 10:42 p.m. Willow; 
10:45 p.m. Third Street. 

Questions about the AFD Fire Wire? 
Write to editor@alamedasun.com.

Born in September 1941 
in Oakland to the late Lena and 
Joseph Silva, Nancy Elaine Garlets, 
76, passed away in 
Alameda on July 
18, 2017, after a 
long and difficult 
battle with acute 
myeloid leuke-
mia. She leaves 
behind her hus-
band Elmer, son 
Ronald and sis-
ters Marlene Ruth 
and Kathy Read. 
She was preceded 
in death by her beloved daughter 
Beverly L. Garlets (Imler).

Nancy attended and graduated 
from Oakland High School. She 
worked at the Oakland Army Base 
for many years where she met her 
husband Elmer. They were married 
in July 1961. Later on, she pur-
sued a career in the hospital billing 
industry that allowed her to travel 
around the country from Hawaii to 
Washington, D.C. She enjoyed gene-
alogy and finding and meeting with 
distant family members. In doing 

so, she found two sisters she had 
never met.

One of her passions was to 
help the Bay Area 
chapter of “Ryan’s 
Cases,” a group 
that supplies 
thousands of pil-
low cases nation-
wide to child can-
cer patients. She 
also contributed 
to “Blankies for 
Grown-Ups” pro-
viding handmade 
comfort quilts to 

seriously ill adults locally.
Services will be deferred to a 

later date, when both Nancy and 
Elmer will be interred at Mountain 
View Cemetery in Oakland.

Donations may be made 
in Nancy’s name to www. 
caseforsmiles.org, contact: 
Linda Patridge (925) 200-1273 or 
blankieproject@yahoo.com, con-
tact: Susan Gray (925) 256-9121.

Greer Family Mortuary & 
Cremation Services  FD-1408

greermortuary.com    865-3755

Businesses Can 
Receive City 
Grant Money

Sun Staff Reports
The City of Alameda announced 

Tuesday it will be re-opening a pop-
ular program to help local busi-
ness and property owners spruce 
up their storefronts and improve 
the appearance of the city’s retail 
districts. Under the Façade Grant 
Program, business and property 
owners may be eligible for match-
ing grants for exterior painting, new 
awnings and signs and other façade 
improvements. 

Businesses may receive up to 
$5,000 for signs and awnings; up to 
$10,000 for paint or neon, historic 
and marquee signs and up to $15,000 
for architectural improvements. 

To be eligible for a façade grant, 
the commercial property must be 
located in the Webster Street or 
Downtown Alameda business dis-
tricts, one of the historic train sta-
tions or be a retail building near a 
gateway into Alameda.

For more information, visit 
http://alamedaca.gov/business/
facade-grant-program or contact 
Amanda Gehrke, Management 
Analyst at 747-6896.


