
Richard “Dick” Wood, 83, 
passed away on May 23, 2018, at 
home with those he loved.  

Dick was famous in Alameda 
for tooling around town in his 
prized, one-of-a-kind, blue Cadillac 
Brougham limousines. 

Dick was born in Maine, and 
arrived in California after join-
ing the Air Force. He served as 
a medic at Beale Air Force Base. 
Dick bought an apartment building 
in Alameda in 1965, and opened a 
very successful business, Lincoln 
Center Draperies, on the building’s 
ground floor. The name of the busi-
ness was derived from its location 
on Lincoln Avenue, and for Dick’s 
love of opera as performed at New 
York City’s Lincoln Center for the 
Performing Arts.

Dick had a keen mind and a 
great, quirky and mischievous sense 
of humor. He often joked that global 
warming was a good thing, for him. 
He predicted that in 20 years his 
Lincoln Avenue digs would be prime 
waterfront property.

He was a tennis and fitness 
enthusiast, competing in cross-
country races and running the 
Robert Crown Memorial Beach for 
many years. He and his partner, 
Lucy Gutierrez, won the senior 
division trophies several times at 
Oregon’s Crater Lake Rim Run. 

Dick is survived by three sons: 
Steve, Dave and Carl; two broth-
ers, Curt and Gary; nephew Art 
Wood; eight grandchildren and his 
partner, Lucy Gutierrez.

He was also the beloved land-
lord of tenants Dev Gilmore, Laura 
Baker and Gil Michaels. He also 
prized his subscription to the 
Alameda Sun and frequently sub-
mitted letters to the editor, limer-
icks and jokes. He was a member of 
the gold circle of the Sun Family of 
Subscribers for many years.

Dick will be greatly missed. In 
his memory, make someone laugh.

Editor’s note: Earlier this year 
Dick Wood came to the Alameda 
Sun with the dire news that he didn’t 
have long to live. In the time he had 
left, he said he wanted to “Have 
some fun with you guys,” and placed 
a number of humorous advertise-
ments. We’ve chosen to reprint some 
of them below. Alameda truly has 
lost some of its sense of humor.
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Gerald “Jerry” Minot, 90, gen-
tly passed away in his Alameda 
home on May 19, 2018, sur-
rounded by family, friends, his 
Carmelite prayer 
group and a sur-
prise guest. A great 
Cooper’s Hawk 
holding a dove 
visited Jerry on a 
perch above his 
head for a few min-
utes before flying 
towards the heav-
ens with its charge.

Soon after 
Jerry’s birth to George and Helen 
Minot in 1927 in Denver, Colo., his 
family moved to Alameda where 
Jerry would spend the rest of 
his life making countless friends 
and devoting time to his family 
and the Saint Philip Neri parish. 
A veteran of World War II and the 
Korean War, Jerry made his life 
about whole-hearted service to 
his country, family, community 
and church.

Following military service, 
Jerry married Clarice Minot, the 
love of his life, and went to Saint 
Mary’s College in Moraga. After 
graduating, he joined the San 
Francisco Chronicle where he 

worked in the advertising depart-
ment for 30 years before starting 
his own advertising service.

A regular at the Harbor Bay 
Club, Jerry swam 
up to a mile three 
or four times a 
week from college 
until the month 
he died. He under-
stood exercise, veg-
gies and prayer — 
as well as the occa-
sional chardonnay 
— would allow him 
to keep doing all 

the things he loved for his entire 
life. These included watercolor 
painting, tending his zen-like gar-
den and bonsais, playing bridge, 
praying every day at church and 
regularly with the Carmelites, 
cheering all the Bay Area teams, 
organizing annual Saint Joseph’s 
High reunions for the class of ’45, 
and generously helping others. 

He could be seen just about 
every day somewhere in Alameda 
in his cowboy hat with his son, 
Bob, at his side enjoying every 
minute of life with joy, laughter 
and great reverence for the spirit 
of God in everyone and every-
thing.

Gerald Minot
1927 – 2018

Paul Knight Davis, 89, passed 
away on April 30, 2018.

Paul lived a very large life. 
He spent three years in the Navy 
where he was awarded the World 
War II Victory Medal. After the 
military, he was a passionate 
and successful inventor, pilot, 
photographer, engineering con-
sultant, craftsman, father and 
patriot. 

In 1961, he 
founded and began 
operating his com-
pany, Pacific Roller 
Die Company, Inc., 
where he designed 
and fabricated 
large-diameter pipe-
manufacturing sys-
tems sold globally. 
He held 11 patents 
related to his metal-processing 
equipment, including spiral-corru-
gated and smooth-wall pipe. 

In 1969, he invented the Davis 
Pulsating Blood Pump, a piston-
and-cylinder artificial heart. He 
worked with the University of 
California Medical Center in San 
Francisco. He and a team of doc-
tors kept a calf alive for five days. 
This was considered a pioneering 
effort in the future development 

of artificial hearts by many in 
both the medical and engineer-
ing fields.

In 1998, he invented and pat-
ented a very successful Male 
Incontinence Clamp (MIC), which 
restored dignity and freedom of 
activity for many men here and 
abroad.

Paul never stopped inventing 
ways to help bet-
ter the world. His 
progressive vision 
included exploring 
hydrogen fuel cells, 
aircraft anti-colli-
sion systems and 
running for public 
office.

He is survived 
by his wife of 37 
years, JoAnn, and 

his children: Jim Davis, Kathy 
Betz, Sally Stevenson, Steve 
Davis, Jeannette Antognazzi, Dan 
Davis, Todd Bailey and many 
grandchildren and great-grand-
children. Paul was predeceased 
by his parents, John and Helen, 
and older brother John.

Paul’s life will be celebrated 
by close family and friends. He 
is laid to rest at the Newcastle 
Cemetery in Newcastle, Calif.

Paul Knight Davis

Debbie Rowney Lassor, 58, 
passed away peacefully the morn-
ing of May 18, 2018, in Sonora, 
Calif., due to cancer. Debbie was 
born in Alameda on May 11, 1960, 
to Jim and Barbara Rowney. 

Debbie married her soulmate, 
Ray Lassor, in 1991. She had 
two children, Sara and Danny 
Westfall, by a previous marriage 
and welcomed two 
more, Jason and 
Justin Lassor, when 
she married Ray. 

Debbie loved 
to love on people.  
She sought to instill 
in her children and 
grandchildren a 
zest for life, a com-
mitment to family 
and friends and the 
power of a smile.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 27 years, Ray, mother 
Barbara, daughter Sara, son 
Danny (Ashley), sons Jason and 
Justin (Nessa) and grandchil-
dren: Layla Tarantino, Lucas and 
Hailey Lassor. She also leaves 
behind her brothers, Mike 
Rowney (Joann), Scott Rowney 
(Jen), and Matt Rowney (Cheryl) 
plus many nephews, nieces, 
aunts and uncles.

She was preceded in death 
by her father, Jim; grandparents, 
James and Nancy Rowney, and 
Charles and Frances Mowbray.

Debbie was inspiring, giving, 

selfless, caring, wise and most of 
all, our hero. 

Her hands were rarely still. 
They held her sewing needles, 
wooden spoons and her grand-
children. One of Debbie’s pas-
sions was to take long trips on 
motorcycles with her husband 
Ray and great friends Steve and 
June Smith.  

Debbie loved 
to cook. She was 
known for her pota-
to salad and chicken 
enchiladas, recipes 
she wouldn’t share.  

She sewed, she 
loved to go glam-
ping and travel to 
visit with family. 
She grew up swim-
ming and became 
a member of the 

Alameda swim team and the 
Encinal High School team. 

Debbie graduated from 
Encinal High School in 1978.

A celebration of life potluck 
for Debbie will be held Saturday, 
June 23, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at Lower Crystal Falls Lake and 
Clubhouse, 21725 Crystal Falls 
Dr. in Sonora. 

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily is requesting donations to 
Adventist Health Center Cancer 
Fund, 900 Greenley Road, Suite 
902, Sonora, or Adventist Health 
Hospice, 20100 Cedar Road 
North, Sonora, CA 95370.

Debbie Rowney Lassor
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·  You Dreamers are here to  
    stay. You are never  
    going away.

·  The babble you hear is not  
    for your ear – Relax,  
    prosper and play.

- Dick Wood

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Breaking News
• Hire octogenarian seniors to  
   protect our schools.
• We work for food and drink.
• Our aged hearts have  
   become calcified.
• We will show no mercy,  
   take no prisoners.

- Dick Wood

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

The Wall
There are several ideas  
for the wall.
It stands over 40 feet tall.
The Mexicans say,
if they have to pay,
Chicanos will police it all!

- Dick Wood

My doctor asked  
why I smear my neck  
with toothpaste.

I told him it’s to  
help remove any plaque  
from my carotid arteries.

I Think he was impressed? 

- Dick Wood

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Since 1994                                                                         Lic# 688189

Winner of  the 2016 Tip-of-the-Hat Award from the  
Alameda Architectural Preservation Society.

for

PAINTING
Our Mission: Further Beautify Alameda Inside and Out 

510-522-5800
www.bettercallpaulforpainting.com

HOME  
SERVICES  
DIRECTORY

510.523.1968
www.carrollconstructiononline.com

• GENERAL CONSTRUCTION
• FRAMING • ADDITIONS
• BASEMENT CONVERSIONS
• AND SO MUCH MORE!

CA LICENSE# 843229

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS/DRAINAGE
BRICK • CONCRETE • MASONRY

DROUGHT-TOLERANT LANDSCAPES
GARDEN LIGHTING • FENCING • SOD LAWNS

EROSION CONTROL
RETAINING WALLS: ROCK • STONE • WOOD • BLOCK

Oakland 
Landscaping
ESTABLISHED 1976

                 California
            Landscape
      Contractors
  Association

FREE ESTIMATES
CA LIC.#662406

Since 1976

(510) 917-8033
 5900 COLISEUM WAY l OAKLAND l CALIFORHNIA

A WEEKLY FEATURE BRINGING YOU 
THE BEST HOME SERVICES  
THE ISLAND HAS TO OFFER

For information please call 
Cindy Pelletier at 263-1824  

or email: cpelletier@alamedasun.com

ADVERTISING YEAR-ROUND  
CAN BE AFFORDABLE!

Home Service Directory Ads  
Call Cindy @ 263-1824

Fresh Cuts 
Gardening

510.533.6324
www.FreshCutsGardening.com

THE SALON FOR YOUR LAWN

LIC. #28039950

Call Now for 
Great Rates on Monthly 

Yard Maintenance!

FINANCIAL SERVICES FOR PERSONAL OR BUSINESSES 

529 EDUCATIONAL FUNDING, RETIREMENT AND  

ALTERNATIVE INVESTMENTS,  

INCLUDING REAL ESTATE 1031  
EXCHANGES/INVESTMENTS

PAUL DELLE CESE CPA

1361 Park St., Ste. 211 • Alameda
tel: 865-8815 • fax: 217-6190 

Securities offered through Concorde Investment Services, LLC, member FINRA/SPIC

Cliff,
10 months

donate
volunteer

adopt

FRIENDS OF THE ALAMEDA
ANIMAL SHELTER 

        1590 Fortmann Way; 510-337-8565 

ADOPTION CENTER HOURS 
Wed 11-7; Thurs-Sun 11-5

Closed Mon & Tues

Come find
your new

best friend
at FAAS

Visit alameda
animalshelter.org

Dick Wood completed sev-
eral marathons and vari-
ous running competitions. 
He was first introduced to 
Sun staff as “Iron Man” 
Dick Wood.

Gerald is survived by his chil-
dren, Karen and Robert; grand-
son, Jacob; and siblings, Roland 
and Elaine. 

He is further survived by 
nephews, nieces, dear friends 
and the many lives he touched 
and people he cared about.

Family and friends may visit 
tomorrow, Friday, June 8, after 6 

p.m. and attend a vigil service at 
7 p.m. at Greer Family Mortuary 
and Cremation Services, 2694 
Blanding Ave. A funeral mass will 
be held on Saturday, June 9, at 
10:30 a.m. at Saint Philip Neri, 
3101 Van Buren St.

Greer Family Mortuary & 
Cremation Services FD-1408

greermortuary.com   865-3755
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